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INTRODUCTION, 


Sim Rozerr Titowas Wirson was born in London, in 
August, 1777, 

In the antimn of 1798 he received his first com- 
mission in the British army. 

Vory early in his military career he challenged the 
notice and won the confidence of men in power; 
and in successive years, down to the close of the 
wav in 1814, secupied several posts of tush and im- 
portance. 

Krom time (o timo during that period of general 
convulsion he obtained marks of distinguished approy 
hation for zealous and effective serviees 5 and received 
from all the Sovereigns of the Great Alhance, except his 
own, anidst the acclamation of the amnics of Europe 
and their chiegs, those personal decorations which 
exhibit the Royal recognition of conspicuous loyalty, 
pure honour, and foremost heroism in the fields of 
bate, 

» The exception was no impeachmont of Sir Robert 
Wilson’s decds and character. Tle won his tile to 
his Soveroign’s favour nobly, and he claimed it 
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proudly, His witnesses we Mmperors and Rigs, 
Jonunanders and Statesmen, * 

But this is noflher the Lune nor the phiee tos sndienty 
that tile. 

There ave in the Mditor's handy intterialy torn 
full memoir of Sir Robort Wilson's private and: poli. 
tical as well as of his uilitary Hles and these will 
be prepared for publication as the only anawer to 
works which fron tine io tne issne trom the 
pross, reviving misapprelicnstons ail misrepresent. 
lions of bygone years and of the passing day, Tis 
defence agaival such attucks as these will be verneions 
history, 

Tho fret of Sir Robert Wilson's employment in the 
mission to Constantinople in the yeu 1812 his pre- 
sence unl authorized action ab So Petersharg, and at 
tho headquarters of the Rusgian army through o faye 
portion of the operations: -his well known milihiy 
cupreity and personal evorey and ditedlipenee cand, 
finully, the eolebrily of his previous writing, , rated at 
goueral expectation tau he would be (his historian of 
the campaign} 

There were reasons, howover, for withholding the 
narrative ab that time with whieh avery peneron 
mind will sympadhize, bea private letlor, dated 
Plosk on the Vista, Pohraury 6, 1803," he writes, 
A letior from Bnigland offors me a thonsand guinens 
for my papers relative to thiy campaign. b answerad 


Ao Appondiy Nec be 1 bi 1s i, ag, 
[Su Newt 
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that 2 was a public servant, aid eoatd not publish 
wilhout (he sunetion of Elis Majesly’s Government, 
whieh PE should not ask for, ner deen it espediont to 
make use of if granted.’ DE never write from pecuniary 
stinmdants other fealings mt prompt me to iuder- 
take any military Work 3 bul the events of (his cam 
puign will never be traced by moe for the pabtiv 
during any lifes a variety of cousiderations imporn- 
tively forbids the communication of my view of the 
*past.” 

Among these considerulions a prmieipatl one was 
Hit he had been in close personal indimacy with the 
Minperor Aloxeuder, highly trusted aid Ttonoured by 
him. ‘The disclosure of fuets and opinions to which 
he could only have aceess through tus confidence af a 
generous friendship would have projudicially alected 
the relations of the Maperor with his great nobility s 
and, Moreover, fh world have piven prin to some with 
whont ha had hiimeel? volations of attachment and 
esto formed hy the followship of danger anong the 
noying seones of military service, 

Meanwhile, he recorded wilh exact care the events 
‘af whieh he was a personal witness. Tle felt the 
claims of pociety 5 felt that the interests of qankind 
demand from eompolent uarrators, for enduring ex- 
wnple, a revord of Uhe aetions ef men enteusted wilh 
the vonduet of the affairs of pevtions. The lapse of 
Yours, ho knew, removes the abstacles which presont 
thenselyes in (he cireumstances of the passing period, 
wil Hiburates the hislorian’s por. 
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Hh appears to the Editor, and to others who Inve 
been consulted, that wv sulliciont time las new gone hy 
and that without offenee against amy of those courtesies 
whieh the Author himself wes serupwously caret: te 
respect, his narrativd may be given i tis integrity. 

Tt is therefore published in’ dhe full assurance that 
tenth without exageeration and withont injurious sup- 
pression is he characteristic of its pages, 


A bviof relation of the Author's military and diploe « 
matic services is proper in this places it is given from 
& memorandwn in his own handwriting, 

Siv Robert Thomas Wilson joined the British army 
on the Continent, wt the conclusion of the year 1798, 
as Comot in the L5th Light Dragoons, the regiment of 
his own selection, g 

[is first commission was given to him by the Dulo 
of York, on applieution for & commission in the Quards 
or cavalry seuctioned by Tis Majesty George the 
‘hiv, as an act of personal fiveur. 

All hia other steps were obtained by purchase. 
On the 24th of April, 1704, lhe was presont with Iiis 
vorps in the action of Villars en Couché, Mor gon- 
duel in this action the Tanperov Mraneis 1. conferred 
on each ofticer a gold medal struck far the aecasion, 
with the inseription, * Forti Britauno in oxercitu 
fendoratoad Cameracum, 24° A prilis 1794,” and farther 
wpproved the decision of the Auntie Couneil whieh 
guve them the Cross of Mavia Theresa and diplomas of 
Barong of the Austrian States, 
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TTe served with his corps through the campaigns of 
Flanders and Tlolland,*® and vo-embarked with it in the 
year £796, having purchased his Lientenaney, and 
soon after purchasing a troop. , 

Tn the year 1797 he was allowed to quit his corps 
to po on Major-General St. John’s staff to Ivcland, 
whore he served as Brigade-Major, and afterwards as 
Aide-de-eamp daring the rebellion. 

In 1799, on hearing that there was about to be an 
expedition lo the Continent, he rejoined the 16th Light 
Dragoons, and proceeded to the TTelder with his troop, 
which was engaged in all the aflairs, On the conven- 
tion being signed, he returned with his corps to 
Wuglond.t 

Being desirous of joining the British army in the 
Medilerrancan, under the orders of Sir Ralph Aber- 
eromby, he bought the Majority of ILompesch’s Tus- 
gars. LLis Mujesty’s Government then despatched him 
lo Tord Minto at Vienna, by whom he was sent to the 
Austrian army tn Italy. Having communicated with 
Ceneral Bellegarde and Lord William Bentinck, then 

* Sir Robert Wrlson was prosont in all the battles, combats, and opeia- 
tions of theso campaiyns, tho L6th being always engaged; and he was in 
the famous Peloton, which penetrated through the Fronch amy, sixty 
thouvand stiong and advancing on Bortel, to Geneial Pichogru’s hend- 
quartois, whore tt surprised and put to flight tho head-quartors staff, 
inking one of the nides-de-camp, a scorelary, and gome gensdarmes ; all 
of whom it brought off rafo to the advanced posts of tho British army, 
though pursued by soveral regiments of cavalty and, for the last league, in 
view and under their firo, Among tha many actions in which the 16th 
was conspicuous wore those of the 17th, t8th, 24th, 26th of April—LOth, 
71h, 18th, 22nd of May, Sortie of Nimeguen, Duffel, on the Waal, &e, 


{1 Tnono netion, on the 1OLh of Octoher, the 15th eharged and took the 
two guns that swopt tho teaoh, 
b 
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commissioned with (he Austrian anny, he proceeded 
to get information for Sir Ralph Abereromby: (whose 
army ib was thon supposed would act in’ Ttaly) at 
Naples and in Sicily. 

Belore, however, he reached MalGv* the army tad 
sailed; the expedition to [ily having heen counter. 
mandgd, and that {o Hpypt ordered, Ho then joined Sir 
Ralph Abercromhy ab Maummorice Bay in Asin Minor, 
and took (he command of his corps, wilh whieh he 
landed in Myypl, and served the whole campaipn, 
being attached to the army that moved on Cairo, 

After the caplure of Alexandria sud emburkation 
of the French forces he joined the expedition destined 
against Corfu, 

Tho preliminaries of peace being ratified on the pas- 
suge, tho expedition bere up for Malla, when Sir 
Robort Wilson retuned fo Kngland hy way of 
Iranco, 

On the ronowal of the war ho was made inspecting 
field ofieor, under Che orders of Conoral Simeos, in 
the counties of Dovon and Somerset. 

After two yenrs' employmant he was allewed = to 
purchase a Lieuteuant-Coloneley in the bath bapht 
Dragoons, and lo oxchanpe info the LOU Liplt Dra: 
goons. 

Tho effective part of the regiment was in Sicily, but 
he organized the remaining troops so rapiilly tat 

"Sn Robert Wikia war all iit loa (vice dn tuatinys Che attompt ta ye 
fram Mestina~ one ma amall boat of Uns commtyy, whieh win fheavae on 


shoves and again inn bigs that was dimunsted, bevy, tabcay adutets punt ies 
she waa within half cable's length of the breakers, 
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rn 

thoy wore in a shorb time reported fit for sorvice ; 
mul he was sont with thom, and in command of the 
‘envalry detachments procecding to Tndia, lo join tho 
expedition of Sir David Baird Jhon rendezyousing ab 
Cork, 

Tho expedition procecded to the Brazils,* whore he 
purchased the horses for the cavalry, and thence to the 
Cape of Good Tope, 

Tc assisted at the capture; and aficr some time, re- 
cciving advice that if he returned to England oppor- 
tunity might he offered for service on the Continent, 
he olained leave to return. 

Soon aflov his arrival he was directed lo proceed on 
the staf of Lord TIutehinson, then going out on a mis. 
sion to Berlin, 

Tle wasin the ‘Astra’ frigate with Lord Tutchinson 
when she struck in the Caltegat on the Anhalt shore 
wu, ater remaining thero cightcen hours without any 
hope of safety, was blown off in the gale, everything 

On qoing (0 Che Mazila Sir Robert Wilson was dofached in the ¢Piquo? 
(ite with hall a doven ships, to precede tho fleet at Son Suiyador, 
Winkst cnaninge at nghb the Vique? found herself ambayed in the 
thoakera of the Rogens, and several of the convey 1a ashore, ‘he Ohne 
Coa was loal, and Geneal Yorke chowued in an abfempt to descend 
the howsit mte the swf ‘The ‘Britannia,’ a 1200-ton Chinaman, got 
of and then foundered, ‘lho “Sthieatham’ lost het masts, &e., and the 
“Pique? was unnccomiably aaved, for she got inlo deep water without her 
way though the breshors hein discovered. 

On toturning to Mnplaad he was alao nearly Jost whon man open boat 
without water or provisions, aud in Une midst of the AUautic. Ifo was at 
minset endeavow ing to prad from ono slop to the other that had not backed 
sailp as aupposed, Darkness siprising the heat and the wind rising, 
thors was seatcely a hope, when ono of the convoy povidentially passed 


shead and heard the boil tor the Jast signal musket shot lind been fied 
in vain, 


be 
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haying heen thrown overboard, chests cud away, Ke, 
and earviod almost sinking filo Copentiigen, 

On arrival ab Memel he was despatched by Lore 
Hitehinson to the Russian headquarters to re ide 
there as British Commissioner, 

Ife continued with the Russian army from the Tattle 
of Pultusk to the Peace of Tilsit,® info whieh (own 
he introduced himselfab the: confereuee af the Suve 
reigns in the disguise ofa Cossiek, fo procure inforii 
tion of what was actually passing, 

After the Peace of Tilsit he proceeded tos, Peter: 
Durg, and was Chenes sent to bghind with despatehe.. 
At the end of a week after his arrival there le 
returned, to 8S. Petersburgh being eharped with a 
confidential communication by Mr. Cuming too the 
Emperor; and ina short time he was again de 
spatched by Lord Granville to Mle Channing: with 
thy intelligence, whitch he rus the first to procure, Vint 
the Minperor of Russia was about fo divade Swedish 
Iinkund and declare war apainst Metin, 

Nolwithslanding (hata Mussian courier hid preceded 
him thirty-six hours, his passport haying heer espre: dy 
withheld (o give Che Russian courier (hat TT TES 
he pushed fran Aho itevass te Calf of Botha inspite 
of weather, reached Storkhoba before Ueecaurier, ane 


* Howas qnesent at all the operations of thes Gyo anime able ud 
awovere earapadjas, partionlarly dae Attra aid wletels iactaded the neat 
hattles of Pretax By lua, Ueilsbery, mid Uiiedband, 

Tt Sie Robo’ Witkon was oideed fo hive nm Gheateat Easkioonth, dare 
there being none nethe Roads, be vohimteeted tocea ne a heel ontes a, hi 
whiel he wat nendy fost of Cothentuay 
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coneertod with ae Bagtish eourier a plan to detain 
him ou his arrival, whieh perfectly suceeeded® 

Having communicated to the Governuent of Stock. 
hola the impending danger, ha proceeded: to Gothen 
hing, where he prevailed on the Governor (olay an 
embargo on all ships for forty-eight hours, and then 
sailed ina man-ofwar brig, but was driven baek by 
a violent gale. Pudding (o sew again as soon as the 
weather permitted, he made the Muglish eoust, and 
handing, reached Mr. Canning ab four o’eloek in the 
morning wilh his despatehes, and was directed by lin 
to heep ont of sight of every once UTE the telegraph tad 
dnonticed: receipl aid exceution of orders ut Ports. 
moult, 

By nine o'eloek he was informed by Ma Canning 
(hal, i consequence of his activity, (he SSperkuol’ fei- 
wale, With money to pry the Russian fleet, Chew on the 
way from the Archipelago, had been secured, and that 
nevessel had sailed with orders to Siv Sidney Siuith to 
infereopt Che Russian Heet and conduet if to Mnytind, 

These orders, unfortunately, from some unmevoldable 
delay, did uot reach Sir Sidney Smith tll fwelve hours 
foo hile, as Che Russian fleet in sight was just poing 
into (he Pagus when he reeelyed (he communication, 

On the following: day Che Russian courier reached 
London with orders for the SSperknoi® frigate to sail im 
mediately from [aghind, and psu he first port of 

+ Phe vonueranived about lalan howe ater Sn Rabert Wilson, with 
whee pc anival he wae he pt qinte suampuniited, Snow fulfing heavily, 


sod thet ht bean very violet, befell mere wacdily into tle sna of 
th lays 
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safely she could makes and for the ainbassndor, Ar. 
Alopeus, bo give nolice, by the fastest service vessel te 
could despatch, (o the Russian adiairal, (at fie naneat 
avoid the agus and pub his shipes inte serie port of 
rane, if he could not reach the Baltic hy poing nerth 
abort. 

In the year 1808 Sir Roberl Wilson was ordered: tu 
proceed Lo Porlugal and raise a Porhysiese Laydon, 
which servieo he performed under very dificult civ. 
eumstanees, Having heen made Brigadier-Ceneral of 
the army of Portugal, advancing into Spain with his 
Legion he covered Gindad Rodrigo, and, by notneauy rie: 
on the Tormes, opened a road of retreat fer Cencral 
Romana’s army from Galicia, and oat the same time 
checked Marshal Soul's advance from Oporte, whieh 
chielly preserved Lishon from eyaenation*® (ile the 
arrival of Sir Arthur Wellesley, 

Ho velurned into Portugal with his corps when fle 
operations commenced against Marshal Soutiaid be wits 
placed in command of Khe advanced: euird of Marchal 
Boresford’s eolaaim, in whieh eoumnund he obbrined 
that officer's warmest approbation. 

When Sir Arthur Wellesley moved into Spain in 
dantary, L809, Sir Robert Wilson wis entrusted with 
the command ofa considerable detaeled corps, whieh 
manoouyred so as lo obtain Sir Vethie’s west datter. 
jug cheomium, and whieh did in fet render en entiat 

Air Robert Walon, nots tthotitdiiy apeated disaticn be leave at aad 
save litusull, resolved on Mulan ban pation; btereerae aad statin + 


the Lavovable inthicnee which Tis por evcrane: wowhd ae on the va 
vaucling, eens. 
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service by manatuyvering on Madrid, and inducing the 
Feonch army, ler (ho battle of Palavera, to fill hack, 
whike tha British aruy effected: the passage over the 
Tags, . 

The corps also, by opposing Marshal Ney for eight 
or nine hours at the pass of Batios, enabled the Spaniards 
to withdraw front Claliein without loss, and aorded 
opportinity for other advantages, if ciremmstiunees hau 
permitted use to be made of it as proposed, 

When the British amy enlered into winter quarters, 
he retummed to Mngland and sought olher employment, 
as (he Legion was absorbed in the new organization of 
the Portugtiese army. 

[le awas then made for his services Aide-de-camp to 
His Majesty George the Chird, 

When medals were issied for services in Portugal, 
Sir Robert Wilson received the inedab of a Brigadier 
Ceneral, veeording to his rank ine the Portuguese any 
eonterred on hin at the demand of the British Govern 
enh under stipulated conditions, 

On the Gthoof May, [8£0, he offered himself for the 
servies Co whieh he was ullimautely appointed, ina 
leCler addtessed to Che Marquis Wellesley, 

Tn Aupust of (he same year Lord Wellesley signified 
his acceptance of Chis offer of service. 

On the 29thof November, ESt1," Sir Rahert Wilson 
received (he official notice of his appointment Loa spe- 
cia service 5 bid delays sGllocenrred, and the desizna- 
Gion of serview wit not finally communicated aud the 
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authority given for procetding upon his ruission, stil 
March the 20th, 1812,* 

On tho 8th of April, 1812, he sailed from Mayghint 
with tho embassy (Mr. Liston having heen appointed 
ambassador to Uonstaitinople) in ELM. ship Glas," 
“onder special instructions, wd wilt (he mu of Hei« 
gadior-Genoral in tho British army.” Thuving arrived 
al Coustantinople at the end oftine, alter virions irri 
(ating delays he obtained the fimiut of the Porte for 
hig departure, aud on the 270) of duly lel Porn ana 
mission from Mr, Liston to the Coand Vizir at 
Shuinla, lo the Congress ab Bucharest, rad to Aelinical 
Tehichagow, lo conduct important negotiations, Upon 
the conclusion of them he was ordered Co proce fo 
the Hmpevor of Iussin ab 8. Petersburg. Weterived 
aS, Petersburg on the 27¢h of August, havi bos 
presen) ab the battle of Smolensk ou is wity youd, 
having satishetovily completed wll the allies with 
whieh he was entrusted, wal reveived the Uuinks af 
Ma. Liston f and Lord Cadieart, ho lett it again on the 
16th of Seplamber for the headquarters of the urs. 
sian army. 


“ 


Tho Narrative now publishes is i part the stbstunce 
of information laborionsly eollected from eredilide 
persons and authentic documents ato the tie, and 
earelully compared and digested Dye linwll’s he part 
at veeord of fies which erme under his own obser ae 
tion, and were noted day by day, on journeys, wth his 
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points of mission, in camp, in quarters, or on battle 
fields, hy his own peu, The whole of these materials 
he revised, armnged, and cast in their present form 
for posthumous publication, it pho year 1826, 


Afler the passage of the Beresina Sir Robert Wilson 
aecompanied the allied armies Unrough Poland and Ger- 
many, and was presonh with chem aud engaged during 
the campnigns of 1813 in the battles of Lutzen, 
Baulzen, Reichenbach, Dresdon, Culm, and Loipsic. 

Whon tho allied armies entered Hraneo, Sir Robort 
Wilson was sent as British Connnissioner with the 
mink of Major-General to the Austrian wany in Ltaly, 
veling lactorly in concert with (he British army under 
Lord William Bentiuek and the Neapolitan army, and 
continued with it antil the conclusion of the war, 
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GENERAL SIR ROBERT WILSON'S 
RUSSIAN JOURNAT. 


PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 


Vartous opinions haye heen expressed as to the motives 
which ruled Nupoleon’s decision to engage in the 
Russian war of 1812, 

This war derived ils origin from the war and peace 
of 1806 aud 1807, 

Whon Napoleon quitted Tilstt, ho withdrew deeply 
impressed will a conyielion of tho vast clemoniary 
warlike meas possessed by Russia, capable of being 
cherished into formidable maturity even within a vory 
fow years from that epoch of discomfture and,’ as tt 
appeared to the world ab large, of very long, if not 
invecoyorable exhaustion, 

Napoleon lad witnessed the tniquailing valour of 
tho Russian soldiery inder circumstances the most 
uipropitions for ils dixplay, aud lad recognized 
qualities aud properties which pvould render Russian 
winies, when duly organized, pre-eminent in somo 
respects over all others, Tle had become acquainted 
with the no less resolute charactor of the Russian 
peasantry, and he had found nothing wanting which 
art might not supply for tho construction of a mililary 

8 
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power on the most oxtonsive, afliciont, and eeonmmicul 
basis.* 

Flo was awavo that miany defects unl abuses oxixted 
in tho internal adminigtrativyo system ol Russie to 
check the growth of her prosperity, and the develap- 
ment of hor innate strength 5 bub le saw Cat those 
dofects and abuses were only temporary restraints an 
the vivilying energies of a people thal composed a 
national phalanx of fifty millions of souls, disordered 
by, no religious schisms, eufeobled by no provinelal 
digsensions, but combined and consolidated hy a 
common love of conntry, and devotional aleginnee to 
tho authority of one trresponsililo ruler Tinperator 
et Pontifox maximus.” f 

Tlis inquivies inlo the slatisties of Tussin lid in 
sirncied him that, although her inhubituits were 
distributed over so largo wv portion af the globo, still 
donge masses were collected in tho provinces fu which 
the principal establishments were situated; wid his 
mililary information apprised hin (hat, nobwithatanding 
thero wore nearly cight bundred miles of neoessihle 
frontior { from the Balle to tho Dniester, a very fay 
fortresses and ides dit pont, judiciously loented, 
would render an invasion of her integral territory 
impracticablo, 

Time and distances did not diminish the feurs which 
grow oul of theso calenlations of Russi’ counter 


* Tho Russian suldior’a yay was not more than twelve xbillings yr 
aun 5 rycsbread baked tike hisenit, aud water, hihi only rather tn tine 
of pease. 

f Tho frequont deposition of the soveretgus of Rustin hy Mee nobility 
docs not hnpaty the passive ohedionen of the nation at Jargeto the Mite» 
sooding soveruipn int poxscxsion, 

‘fF L000 Werals from Uolangent an tho Bnltte, to Zokdohoks on the Didester, 
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acting opposition to Irench dominion maul ascondency 
in Muropes and (ho rejection hy the Grand Duchess 
Anne of tho marriage for which he liad intimated his 
wish, “in order that the allianee belwoen the tye 
ompires might be Deltar. secured,” atdod personal 
irvitalion to his political Jenlousies, and disposed him 
to waleh with increased suspicion wll the transitions 
of the Russian Ministry. 

Controvorsial discnssions soon introduced aspority 
into the relations which had boou established between 
tho two sovercigns on tho raft of the Niemen, 

At Erfirth, indecd, Napoleon and Aloxander mot 
again in apparont amily, and thore covenaited that 
cach might pursuo his war in Spain and Turkoy, with | 
a carte blanche 1g Lo thoit vespectivo oljects ; but they 
soparated without, real concorel and confidonco.* 

Aloxandor’s inahility or rvoluctanes to projndice 

Knglish commerce lo the extent le had promised was 
the cause of new reelamations, aud hastuned tho-oppor- 
tunity which Napoleon lind for some time hoon rost- 
Jowly covoling, to redueo that power and ‘infleonce 
which, ag ho now found, ho had himsolf essentially and 
projudicially contributed to augmont by advancing 
his position in Poland and aithorising his acquisition 
of tho islud of Aland Tast, und a part of Weab 
Rothnia, aH well as of Sweden and inland; aequi- 
sitions not only important for tho security of 8, 
Pelorshurg, bub which, hy throwing Sweden perna- 
nontly on i feeble defensive, relieved Russia from the 
mosh, cuibarrassing “voutvol over her viows aud operae 
Lions againsé the Turkish empire. 


* Aloxander hod required the annoxntion of Moldavia and Wallachia ; 
Napoleon, tha dowinton of Spain andor hia brother, 
na 
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; is true, there was always a propolling tnpulac 

: to-svar, acting on and commanding the subjection of 
Napoleon to its instigations~—an finpulae not owing its 
incentives to his own temperament and habits, lat 
distinctly tothe very souree: anid conservative prin- 
diple of his throne, To felt, and wl the world now 
acknowledges, that he could nob reign ta pete, 

Peace was incompatible with his political existence 
—~it was tho destrayer of his powor, geined by the 
sword, and which the sword only could maintain. 

Under. his chieltainship, the martial spirit of the 
French nation had beon excited to the higher und 
wildest degree. France, always meactiully disposed, 

, had become «a military camp and community; her 
social as well as-her civil system was framed npon a 
belligerent basis; war was. the sole tie between the 
sovereign and the peoplos allegiance was demanded 
and rendored under no other tenure, ‘There wax no 
other ‘shield against’ the hostility of the Bourbonista, 
the intrigues of Doctrinuives, and (he insurrection of 
the: Republicans, to whom peace would lave given 
active and irvesistihle anbnation, ‘There was no ather 
oheoks on tho ever changefal, restless spirit of the 
Frénch nation. 

Still Napoledh, althoigh thus unremittingly mygod 
to be always secking some new battle field, world not. 
have selected Russin og an aitversory, whilst the 
Spanish war was on his hands, dit for the rensona and 
under the cousiderations stated. 

Whilst these feclings and secret cauaes wero bring. 
ing about o collision, current: public transnetiona wore 
the subject of mutual iuerimination, 

Napoleon complained ‘of the cald support: given 
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alter the battle of Ussling, of the inerensing arma- 
monts ol Russia, of the projected erection of fortresses 
on the Dwiua and Boresino, and of new commeroial 
vestrictions which, although in strict accordance with 
the treaty, projudicod Wrench interests,” 

On the other hand, Russia complained, that 
‘although, by the treaty of October, 1809, sho had 
acquired: some additional torvitory: in G@alligia, the 
hopes. of the kingdom of Poland were revived bya 
considerable aggrandizemont of the duchy of Warsaw, 
which hopes Napoleon refused to oxtinguish by a 
declaration in the treaty ‘ that-the throne of Poland 
should never be re-established ;' that Napoleon had 
incorporated into tho Fronch empire, to the prejudice 
of tho balance of power, Holland, the Hanseatic Towns, - 
and. the duchy of Oldenburg; and that this last 
measwe was an affront to the dignity and honow of 
‘Ruasta, as on tho marriage of the Duke of Oldenburg 
with tho Hmperor Alexander's sister the Integrity an¢t 
independence of his. stato had been guaranteed,” So" 
inconsed indeed. was Alexander :at, this: Insheagti6t; 
indecorons as. woll as violent’. usurpation, that » 
mado, and transmitted to ‘all the courts of Tiuropo, a 
formal protest against tho soizure 3 rior would he listen 
to any torms of composition upon this’ point of griey- 
ance, 3 
Tho veinforcement of tho garrison of Dantzio b 
twenty thousand mon, and the occupation. of: Ham 
burgh by the corps of Daydust, under the pretext-of 
counteracting ‘the King of Sweden's connivance ‘with 
the introduction of Inglish goods.and colonial producs, 
accelorated the rapture, and rendered {t+ manifest to 
Europe that war-woa inevitable. - 
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+Napoleon, by the magnitude of his preparations, 
afforded indisputable proofs that le hal Mol been 
expressing simulated fears of tho Russian military 
powor, but that ho renlly did entertain the conviction 
that tho contest in whieh ho was abot ta cngnge 
wos ono which required for ils snevess tho federated 
aid of all the continonial sintes in ullinnea with 
Trance; and before quilting Paris, ha suid to Count 
Loban, when sponking of tho Tinasian colossus (vt 
threatened to bestride Europo, ‘Wo mut make 
three campaigns boyond the Vistuln to secure our 
penesfal possession of the Moine;" using w corse, 
bul oxpressivo illustration of his opinions as to the 
nocessily and probable duration of the strnyyle, 

Napoleon quilled $. Clond on the Oth pf Muy, and 
proceeded to Dresdon, whore ho arrived on the Eth, 
He was mot there by the Hinperor wid Empress of 
Austia, tho Kings of Prussian and Saxony, mid o 
great cortege of Archdokes and their consorts, German 
Princes, and othors. : : 

Tho most brilliant fétes followed his arrival, ane all 
the crownod heads and assembled potentates sbrave to 
do him the most agrecallo and obauquions homuge as 
their Suzerain. 

It has boon said that Napoleon eneoumgud these 
adwlatovy ovations, flatioviug himself that auch evidence 
of supromacy and subserviency would (aunt the reso 
lution of Aloxander, dispose him to shrink from the 
combat, and abjectly yield to conditions that might be 
imposed (o facilitate his own moro remote views for 
the dissevermont of the empire, Ly previous dograda- 
tion and consequent weukness, 

Napoleon coriinly was not ignorant of the dis» 
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walistiction erealed in Russia by the humiliating 
seonos al Tilsit in tho year 1807, and the angry 
feelings which Alexander's public doferenee Lo his 
pretensions to anperiority had ongendered amongst 
his own subjects ob that inglovious momonts the 
lesson ad, in fnel, been loo impressive to pornil 
Napoloon to ontortain a vensonablo hopo that hg 
could induco Alexander to fall again into the same 
snare.” 7 

On tho 25th of April Count Narbonne had been 
sont to Aloxandor by Napoleon, with the view of 
guining lime lo carry ont tho military dispositions in 
progross, On tho 27th of April Princo Kawakin, tho 
Russian Ambassador at Paris, had piven in his dof. 
nitive nole,.yith a declaration ‘that he must domand 
his passports if the conditions contnined in tho noto 
wore not forthwith admitted ;” but ho reccived no 
auswor Lill Napoloon lad quitted Paris for Drosden, 
wut only then one couched in cold and ovasive forms, 

Tn tho moun time General Lauriston, who was the 
JArouch Ambassador al 8. Petorsburg, had -ondars 
“to follow Aloxander to Wilna, where: he had gond 
on tho 22nd of April, and whilst complaining of tho 
tone aud tenor of Princo Kxvakin’s Inst nolo, lo keop 
open négotiations.” . 

The Comb de Narbonne, who had oxeented his 
previous instructions, had already soon Aloxandor, 


* Tho oxnaporated ainto of tho Russians waa such that Prinee Gene 
loriueley and Count Nowesllaoil stated lo Aloxandor tho danger of tho 
catae ho was purauing, mul after advorling to the gooret attiolo of war 
agafnst England, thoy vonturod to sny “that Unis war would make him aa 
unpepular ag hig fathor, and might lend to tho aomo*rosull.” “TI know 
it," ropliod tho Emporor, without any omotion; IT believe tt to bo my 
dosting ; [ eannot avert ity Iam propared, and aubsmit,” 
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and reported, on his relurn upon the 2ath of Muy to 
Napoleon wt Droatlen, “ that he Ind found the fimperor 
inflexible without boing arrogant.” 

Lauriston was nob so successfil in tis mission, for 
he was prohibited from going to the Tinperiedl lewd 
quarters, and had been referral fo the Chancellor, 
Couml Romanzow, for his solicited contereners Int 
Count Narbouno’s intolligoncs “ it Alextudey hind 
refuse’ to onter into ry new negotintions before the 
Fronch troops had evacuated Swedish Pomerauinand 
the Prussian States, with the exception of the fortress 
of Danizic, bub which garrison shonldl day reduced: to 
its amount prior lo tho yer 1811," determined Napa. 
leon to commoned immediate hostilities 5 andl yuitting 

* Dresden on tho samo day, he wrrived wh UWiern on the 
6th of Juno, whonee he despatched im order tor 
Lanviston “to agk for his passports, and demand 
that Vronch passports should be given to Prineg 
Kurakin, who had been detained at Paris.” 

Some hours aller Napoleon hut left Dresden he 
recoivod advice “of the King of Sweden's Inying, on, 
the 24th of March, wl Orevohio, ontered dito afensive 
wud dolensive gigagemonis with Alexunders” wnt tie 
was furthor disconcerted hy the subsequent inlelligonen, 
‘that undor the inflrence of the British amt Swedish 
convoys a brealy of pence between Turkey and [usuie 
had been signed on the 28th of May.” 

Foresceiug, though (oo Inte, the relief whieh tis 
peace would afford Russiv, and to whit a eetious 
degree it might prejudice his operations agninat her, 
he eaties 3 directed General Andreossi, who was 
waiting al Taybach, in Croatia, for hia definitive 
insiractions, * to proceed Lo Constantinople tid elfort 
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arapoire, by a promise to the Sultan of recovering 
for hin al} the lately eodod territory, and even the 
Grimen.? * 

The confederated army which passed the Nico 
wider Napoleon's own fmnediate orders was cone 
posed as follows, according to un offelal refine still 
extant in the Fronch War Offteo, and which waa 
framed from tho returns sont in-by the difforent com- 
mandors, without including the civil employdés, ser- 
vans, and traders who swarmed in ovory corps, 


* Audveosst had avrived at Laybach on the 7th of dune, aud did not reach 
Constantinople mail the 26th of Tuly. Te had heen preceded hy Mr, Liston 
the Budistt Ambassador, and Majforegertaat sit Rohort Wilkon s and the 
tieaby of peaca had been ratified on the J4uh of that mouth, 
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Tho whole military foree of Mrance, and of ber views 
alates also at tho disposal of Napoleon, mmunnted nt 
this period to 1,187,000 men: 


Froneh troops e oe ,. &AO,NO 
Halinn or we a 2. AQ,O00 
Poles .. cn Ay oe 000 
Bavarian Me ine nis .. 10,000 


Sexvonye, 60 ee ee ee BOD 
Westphalian. . a ve ye 80,000 
Wirlomhog s+ 8 a .. 18,000 
Badon ., ‘ : es oe #000 
Rhine, Confederated . : oe .. 88,000 
Pruasion ue ts aa oe + 20,000 
Austrian ot ts ra .» 80,000 
Noapolitan 66 ee eee 80,000 


permet ole 


‘ Potal.. ats oe F087,000 





Of which aggregate Spain oceupied 260,000. 

from this estimalo it was presumed that Napoleon 
could not only apply the foreo requived in the thet 
instanco for tho invasion of Russia, Int that he vould 
command a reserve adequate to its muatenattes, we 
cording to cueulations fowiled on dhe asad custuil+ 
ties of war; bub to fusuve this object stitl mere the 
dispulwbly, he had ordered the establishment of a 
national guard in France, which included every one 
between tho ages of 20 and 60 enpable of benring 
ans, wd divided this array into three bids or 
classes, 

A Tnuedved thousand Poles, exclusive of the contine 
gent of sixty thousand, also implored permission to 
ruse (he standard of dulepondence, and pacrison Pos 
lond as the adyanced bastion and rampart af Mranee 
against future Russia onerouchinent in Mavape sane 
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thove ia no doubt that if that wish had boon grati- 
fied, even w larger forec would have been ready to 
luke the field. 

Of this mighty mags of six hundred and fifty thou- 
sand men which Napoleon destined for the invasion 
aid conquest of Russia, four hundred thousand effec 
tive soldiers (of whom one hundred and sixty thousand 
wore nalivo [rench) and sixty thousand cavalry on- 
terod simullayeously into active operations against 
Russian; but tho want of nationality soon began 
io occasion the most serious evils, for tho hoteroge- 
neous multitude wore actuated by no regard for the 
honour of tho country under whose banner in-chicf 
thoy were ranked by tho inhabitants, without any 
distinction of uniform or of language. Authority 
was weakoned by the commingled sorvico of troops 
regulated by no common systoms; discipline became 
rolaxcil ; insubordination produced all ils disorganiz- 
ing cousequences; confusion and want provailed; 
pillago destroyed the resourees—for thore were no 
tuagazines provided—aond exasporated the peasantry’, 
who wero further infuriated by wanton and outrageous 
(leseerations of their churches and sanctuaries. 

Tho Russian is a religions volary, but not an intol- 
orant bigot, Tle insults no one for worshipping the 
Cod of all according to the practice of his forefathers, 
or tho fashion of hid own opinion. To lives on terms 
of porfeet goo fellowship with thg dissonlicnt from 
his erceds he arrogates lo himself no immunitics or 
advantages founded upon his own profession of faith 5 
but the famished tiger raging for food is 1fol. more 
fiereo and bloody in his wrath than a Russign at the 
sizht of his polluted (omples and violated alias. 
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The coltumus ino mareh were eueumbered hy an 
mnmstial quantity of baggage, an entharrasaniené wlilel 
the ancients forcibly” and Cruly desiguatidt Cinpes 
dimenta bollie? ik seemerd, indeet, as To the dit 
foront corps wore transporting wl thei movidble 
property with inlent lo colonize the comlry: they 
were about to enter, and that the saleby of (he “rae 
lage” had heen ensygel by tho very untives whom 
thoy proposed to digpossess of Cheiy hula wd homes, 

On the L2th of dime Napoleon avrivedt ub Bbnips 
bores On the Lth of dime he proceeded: to Cau 
bimion, reviewing on his ronte 160,000 men mailer 
Davoust, Oudinot, aud Ney, and the divisions of 
cavalry under Nansouly and Moutbrnn. Ito then 
pushed forward, aud calablished his heacleuuaters wt 
Wolkowich, two marches from tho Niemen, where 
Lauriston Ivought him advices “of the continued, 
rofugal of Alexundor loonegotinte mii) Connt Narhome 
hel complied with the conditions alrondy notifed.” 

Napoleon, highly ineensed, nonomeotl the eam 
mevecment of war wilh the following proehunmuian s 


“SOLDIERS, 


# The second Polish war is bein, ho fest ter. 
mingled ab Friedland; and ab Tilsit Russie vowel 
an olernal alliaues with France, all war aith dhe 
English, ‘ 

* Sho now breaks her yows, and refises lo give any 
explanation of her strange gondues until the French 
eagles have vepassed the Rhine, wu) Jefe one allies 
ab hor nterey, 

Russia is luevied away by a titality shor destinies 
WIN be fulilled. Does she tink us degenomted ¥ 
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Are wo no more the soldiers who fought ab Auster- 
lita? Sho places us between dishonour and war— 
our choice cannot bo diffenli. Let us then march 
forward 5 leb us cross tho Niomen and carry tho war 
into hor country, . 

“This second Polish war will be as glovious for tho 
Hronch arms as tho first has beens bul the peace 
we shall conclude shall canny ggvith if ils own gua- 
rantoo, and will terminate the#etal influence which 
Russia for fifty years past has oxercised in Europe.” 


The Emperor Alexander had not been a passive 
spoclalor of these preparations, whose note had vi- 
brated through tho most distant regions of his empiro, 
and of which tho marshalled array now overshadowed 
his fronticr from the Baltic lo the Bong, 

After the battle of Friedland, the whole Russian 
army which had fought that battlo, and tho preceding 
ones of Pullusk, Hylau, and Hoilsberg, had. been 
roducod to a wrock of thirty-six thousand combatants ; 
and thirly thousand additional troops of the lino could 
not have hoon collectod within threo months to covey 
, Polorsburg and Warsaw: ‘ 

Jive years had scarcely clapsed since that epoch 
of distress and depression, and yeb Alexander, not- 
withstanding all the domands on his finances to heal 
the wounds and ropair tho sacrifices nado by tho 
nation, had found means to awe Persia still fretting 
under ber inglorious peace; Lo control tho turbulent 
and incessantly insurrectionary Caucasus; to carry 
on a coslly, and, in the Inst campaign, splendidly 
successful war against Turkey; 0 foreo Sweden to 
sign away al Frodoricksham the torrilorial possessions 
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which she required for her protection ugainat Russia, 
and for her own independence ax a Continental Power s 
and, moreover, to oveupy all the exsential military 
sitions of the ompire: whilst, foresecing the Hfeand- 
death struggle with France, he had Deon diving the 
samo time unvemillingly orgunizing and collecting a 
defensive foreo boliveon the Diteper mul the Niemen, 
avhich, on tho declaration of hostilities, tanaimted to 
two huleed und fifty thousand infaatey tnd cavalry, 
of which nob above twonty-flve Uionstuul were frre. 
gular, 

The wholo regular force of the empivo ab this time 
amounted to five hundred and cightoon thousand men, 

Tho crontion of so large an olleativo force, with 
an abundant material and magazines of every Ikind 
fully stored during © continuous stale of warfure, 
without any gricvous imposilions upon the eomlry 
or the raising of any improvident loans prejndicial to 
the general welfare, whilst ib elorderdt incontrovertiblo 
proof of (he immonse rescarees of he empire, entitleet 
Alexander to great eredit us an adninistrator aed 
oxcenlive gnatdiun Buh the same aetivity Ind aot 
been shown in all the Fopartnents charged with the 
completion of a sysleom of artifeial defonees that 
would have given much needed support to his wuanies, 
soenred their lines of communication, und essentially 
delayed, if they had not altogether balled, Napoleon's 
allompts lo reneh cither capital, 

Ordors had Indeed been given lo anginent the 
defences of Kiow on the lower Dnieper, and of Riga; 
to fortify Dung, and to construct an bitrenched 
emp wh Drissa on the left of the Dwina, whieh might 
cover the high round fom Wilt to S$, Petersburg 


~ 
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and secure tho rolveat of the army in a retrograde 
movement, if ono should be necessary. Directions 
wore also givon Lo construct a fortress ab Bobruisk on 
the Berosina, aud to form a télo du pont of consider. 
ablo extent aud slrength al Borisow, also on tho 
Beresina, and on the direct route from Minsk to 
Orsza3 but when tho war commenced tho works at 
Danaburg were little moro than traced; those at 
Drigssa woro found not to bo tertable; and the téte 
du pont of Borisow was only an imporfect fieldwork, 
not closed in any part, 

Tho Rusgian force destined to resist Napoleon was 
divided into three operating armies, with reserves 
distvibnted al the different points and stations which it 
was dosirable lo occupy. 

The following was tho classification and amount of 
tho different Russian corps at the opening of the cam- 
paign of 4812, But ib must be recollected that Russian 
battalions wore not eight hundred sivong, that a sque- 
dvon of cavalry did not oxceed one hundred and filty 
horsomen, and that « company of artillery consisted of 
only from a hundred and forty to a hundred and fifty, 
men, id : 

Jt should also be borne in mind, in order thal there 
may nob be an crroncous estimate of the relative 
strongth of the combulanis during tho operations of 
the campaign, when corps and divisions are mentioned, 
that a Russian corps and division searecly amounted 
to « moiety of the cnomy’s, according to the original 
formation of the confedornted army. 


-FERST ARMY OF THE WEST. 
Imperial Head Quarters, Wilna. 
Geyzzsat Barctsy ps Tory, Commander-in-chief. 
a2 } Chiefs of Staff. 


ce } Qeartermasters-general. 


Gesraars Lawsos, Parsztcct, 
Yrnuowow, successively 
Gzyepar ‘Mirscars, Cotesez Tor 

successively .. 0. 2. ++ 




















GoxossL Krery, General of Service. 
GexepaL Korraisow, General of Artillery. 
GEsEaaL Teovssoc, General of Engineers. 
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DIVISIONS OF L0H RESERVE, 


Junn, 1812. 
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Hxelusively of these armies, tho Moldavian army, 
that had been omployed against the Turks; was con 
posed of seventy-two battalions, aighty squadrons, 
govonteon companies of artillery, and fourteen ropt- 
monts of Cossucks, that presonted @ tolal of above filly 
thousand regulars, 

This army was commanded by Admiral Tehicha- 
gow; bub il is not yet the timo to particularize the 
force with which ho arrived on the Hiyr, Lo unite with 
the third army and assume the direction of both. 

AIL tho cnemy’s corps had uot yet reached the 
Niomen, but Napoleon determined to offeet the pas. 
sage without further delay, and, dressing himself to 
appear like a Polish light horseman, proceeded with 
Qenoval TTaxo lo inspect the bauks of tho river. 

Tho point haying been selected at an angle formed 
hy the river hetweon Kowno and Ponemoni, General 
NWhlé was direoted to throw Uueo beidges terosy, distant 
from each other about tivee hundred yards; whilst 
Coneral Morand, with (hree companies, evosgedt, in 
howls to protect the coustimetion. In eleven lows 
the heldges were ready, © dhe war jevetio was Taded,” 
amd tho Froueh troops, on the 2b of dime, eon 
meneed the invasion of Russia, in presenes af a Low 
Cossacks, whom thé Trench cavalry repulacd und 
rove onb of Kowno, where Napoleon tho same 
oyoning established Tis head-quarlors, aul order 
aw bridge to be thrown oyer the Wilin, 

Alexander, Quring the sume vight, whilst ata hall 
given hy General Beningson in his chitown of Averell, 
womile and a hell from Wilna, veceived the intel 
ligoneos of (his passage, and on the next moming 
published he following address to his army, which 


. 
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was despatched 10 S. Petersburg with the letter that 
announced to his subjects his resolve “not to shcathe 
tho sword till the invaders wero driven out of his 
ompiro,” 

It is duo to Alexander to put his address on record, 
for never did a sovorcign more faithfully ond fully 
maintain his engagements in the hour of adversity 
as woll as of prosperity. 


PROCLAMATION 'ro THE ARMY. 


“ Wilna, the 26th of June, 1812, 

“We had long observed on the part of the Emperor 
of the French the most hostile proceedings towards 
Russia, but we had always hoped to avert them by 
conciliatory and pacifio measures. At longth, expe- 
riencing a continued renewal of direct and evident 
aggression, notwithstanding our earmest desire to 
maintain twanguillity, we wore compelled to complete 
and assemble our armies. But even then we flattered 
oursclyes that a reconciliation might be effected while 
wo remained on the frontiers of our empire and, with- 
owt violating one principle of peace, were prepared 
only to act in our own defence: all these conciliatory 
and pacific measures could not preserve the tran- 
quillity which wo desived. The Emperor of the 
French, by suddenly atlacking our army at Kowno, 
has been tho first to declare war, -As nothing, there- 
fore, could inspire him with those friendly sentiments 
which possessed our bosoms, we have no choice but to 
oppose our forces to those of the encmy, invoking the 
aid of tho Almighty, the witness and the defonder of 
the tuth. Tt is unnecessary for mo to recall to the 
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minds -of the genorals,. tho officers, o the soliiors, 
thoiy duty and their bravery. ‘The blood of tho 
yoliant Solavoniuus flows in thoir veins, Warriors! 
you defend your religion, your country, and your 
liherty! Tam with you. Gord. is agninst tho ope. 
pressor.” 7 





Laveren vo Gounr Sorrixorr, Cos ANDERAIN- 
cium ag §, Prenrsapuna. 


“Count Nrononas Iwanowloz, 


“The French troops lave passed the fronticr 
of our empire. Tho strict observance of the wlliance 
has beon repaid hy the most poerfidious aggression, 
To preserve the peace Ihave exhausted wll the mous 
compatible with the dignity of my crown, auc the 
interests of my people, All my efforts huve been 
‘withont sneeess, Tho Tmperor Napoleon has reso- 
lutely deeided in his mind to ruin Russi ‘The 
most moderate proposals have venuined withoug any 
auswor, An obstinate invasion lag doyeloped tna 
‘evident mamer the filacness of the preifie protestu- 
ticng agatu recently renowed. . Tt only remains thoi 
for me to- take arms and to. employ al the means 
that Providenes has pase in my power to repel 
fores hy foree. 

“T havo full confidence in the zeal of my people, 
aud in the hravory of my troops: being menneed in 
their homes, they will defend them with tho fimness 
and inirepidity which characterize them, 

© Providonee will bless our just cause: the defence 
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. of the nation, the preservation of independence and of. 
the national honour, has forced us to diaw. the sword, 
L will not sheathe it again whilst a single enemy remains 
in arms on the territory of my empire, 

“My best wishes are with you,+ 

(Signed). “ Anmxanpmr. 

“Wilna, Jung 26th, 1812.” : 


Napoleon having made his dispositions, advanced’ 
on the. 26th of June with the cavalry of Nansouty, 
Montbrun, and Grouchy, under the orders of Murat; 
and also with the corps of Davoust, Oudinot, and. 
Noy, composing altogether a force of about two hun-.’ 
dred and fifty thousand men;. and he. strained: every 
nerve to reach Wilna, distant seventy-five miles, that 
he might bring the Rusgian army to battle forthwith, 
and before it could have time to concentrate. ° 

Barelay do Tolly had meditated an offensive move: ' 
ment into tho duchy of Warsaw with the Cossacks 
wider Platow, to bo supported by the second army, 
that he: might delay the enemy’s-movement on Wilna: 
but on receiving accurate. information of his strength, 
he represented to Alexander the absolute necessity 
for the immediate ovacuation of Wilna, anda retreat 
by Swentziany on the entrenched camp of Drissa. 

Tt was an announcement of great mortification to 
Alexander, who saw himself thus compelled to disap- 
point all those expectations which had been raised by _ 
the proparations for resistance'so long witnessed by his 
troops; © expectations which had been further an- 
thorized by. the. language, so yecently addressed -to 
thom, in his own proclamation. - 
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Lt was a peinfal decision to give up to desolation , 
go much country—to create so niteh digeontent in the 
armies—(o cause such high courage, and ardent pa 
Wiotism enger for the combat, to draop to ine so 
nich hazard as werelrogrude movement under snek 
siveunslances rendered ineviluble ; bub tho siulety of 
the armies, the preservation of the ompire, did not 
pormit a different course to be purseed, aul Aloxunder 
Jud no alternative but to yield (othe dietates of a 
stem necessity. 

Orders wore sent to all the detached corps of the 
fish samy to fall back immediately on Swonlslany, 
which lay on the road to Deissa, and was about 
equi-dislant from the vight and left wings. 

On the night of the 27th, after destroying all the 
magazines and material whieh could not be removed, 
the eity was evacuated and the troops withdrew to 
Nomonezin, 

Napoleon lad been in hepes, by his rapidity of 
movernent, Co have ent olf some Russian corps of oh- 
servidiou, if he could not anticipate the redeent of the 
mini amy. and at all events to ive provented 
tho destruction of Uhe magazines ant Che bridges: over 
the Wilins Intalthough he entered Wilna un the a8th, 
ho fonnd himself dalled in eyery expechution by the 
colerity and order with which the ovacuation had been 
vonducted, ‘ 

As soon ns tho bridge was re-established, a division 
ofeavalry was erdered to pursiia (he Russian eolumu 
on the route of Swentziany, and Marat with the 
veruainder of the reserve pushed forward in tho di- 
reebion of Nemenczin te overtuke Barelay's ren 
gurl, ‘ 
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The same day that Wilna was occupied, the corps 
under Oudinot fell in with and engaged the rear 
guard of Willgonstein, who was retiving on Wilkomir, 
which town was cvacuated afler the magazines had 
beon fired: but no impression was made on the Rus- 
sian troops; thoy maintained a steady course, and 
afforded time for the passage of the Lanta without 
any confusion. 

Wittgenstein, on leaving Wilkomir, retired on Ma- 
liatz in the direction*of Swentziany and Widzy: this 
town lay on the road to Braslaw and Dunaburg; but 
the onemy did not continue the pursuit for more than 
tivo miles beyond Wilkomir. 

The King of Westphalia, with three corps, the Sth, 
7th, and 8th, (Poniatowski’s, Regnier’s, and Van- 
damme’s), and the corps of cavalry under Latour 
Maubourg, passed the Niemen on the 30th before 
Grodno, and was ordered to take the route of Bielitza 
on Novogrodok, to intercept Bagrathion’s communi- 
caution with Barclay de Tolly. 

On the 29th tho Viceroy had begun passing his 
amy composed of the 4th and Gth corps (his own 
and §. Cyr’s) and the 3rd of cavalry, across the 
Niomen at Pilony, between Plensig and Kowno, and 
on the 4th of July took up his position at Novoi 
Troki to cover the right of the army at Wilna, where 
he himself arrived on the 6th of July. 

Prince Schwarzenberg had been directed to pass the 
Boug al Drogiczin, move on Prujany, and endeavour 
to intercept the communication betwoen Bagrathion 
and the third army under Tormanssow, 

Macdonald, with the 11th corps, had passed the 
Niomon at Tilsit on the 24th of June, and on the 
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30th had reached Rossieny, wheneo he proposed to cut 
of Wiltgenstuin fron Mitta and Conrlend. 

“The fsllowing wag therelore he position of the gon. 
fdorato avmios wt (his fivst epochs - 

The LOth corps on the extveme lofl, Rowsiony, 

2nd corps, Willkoniy, 

3rd corps, bolween Suderwa and Swirwiuls 

Rosorvo cavalry newe Namenezin. 

Tmporial Guid, Wilna, 

Txt corps, on the road of Ochmiani. 

Ath corps, Novoi Trokt, 

5th, 7th, mul 8th corps, near Groduo. 

Austrians, Drogiezin on the Bong. 


Tho Russian army hai retirod— 

Tho Ist corps, from Wilkomir to Malints. 

The 2nd corps, from Tzerioidty on Gedroilee. 

Tho 8rd and 4th remained in front of Swoulsiny, 
which was occupied by the 6th and the rear guard, 
commanded by Major-general Worf, way posted baleen 
Awontsiany and Nemenlgin. 

Tho 6th corps, Doctorew's, was on mereh fram Lida 
to gaiu Witkomir, 

The second amy, under Bagrathion, was ab Wol- 
kowich, with orders lo mareh on Wilma. 

The Cossacks, under Platow, whose advance had 
heen driven out of Grodno by Poniatowski, had taken 
the direction of Lida; and the third amy, under Tor 
miuissow, was D1 caulonments belayeen Novgorod, Mo- 
lynsk, and Dubai 

Although so short a tine had elapsed since the 
pagan of Lho Niemon, and such fow marches had boon 
mule, notwithstanding that seureely any resistance 
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had been opposed lo their movements, the confederate 
army was already strickon with, a calamity which. 
seemed 1o bo a prolude to its future catastrophe. 

Tivo days’ incessant deluge of rain, which had begun 
on tho 29th, accompanied wilh an icy chill, had caused 
an opidomy amongst the horses (unable, from tho state 
of the roads, to procure any othor food than the green 
ryo growing in the fields), which destroyed scveral 
thousand ; occasioning the abandonment of a hundred 
pieces of cannon and five thousand ammunition wag- 
gons, and so disorganizing the cdlumns by depriving 
the troops of the regular commissariat supplies, that 
munbers fell sick; and no less than thirty thousand 
stragglers were estimated 1o be wandering on the road 
from the different points of passage, committing every 
deflorablo excess on the peasantry. 

The march through Prussia, a friendly country, had 
beon a disastrous infliction on the population, from the 
want of duc administrative arrangements ; but devas- 
tation now became atrociously savage, and terror 
gonoral, 

Napoleon applied all his energy to repair these 
evils—oxrdered provisions round from Dantzic up the 
Niemen, established on the Wilia large magazines 
which he covered with works, and made a citadel of 
the Jagellon palace at Wilna to receive and guard his 
stores. 

Kowno was also ontrenched, and defended by sixty 
pieces of cannon; nothing was neglected that might 
seouro this his now basis of operations against in- 
cursionary ontorprisc. a“ 

At the samo time Napoleon constituted a strong 
administrative government at «Wilna, composed of 


a0 DEPUTATION FROM WAKKAW, FUILY, INEYL 


Polish nobles, for the direation of all mililnvy ser. 
vices in the country as well us of its municipal allivins 5 
Ib he would nat, as was required by the Poles, pro- 
claim the re-establishment of he Kingdon of Poland 5 
aud on the (9th of duly, when the deputation of War 
suv was presented to him al Wilma, and) qunestly 
urged (hub concession, imforming hin that the Diet of 
Warsaw had, on the 28u) of dame, voted the re-esta. 
Dlishment of (ho kingdom, he repliod in: tho following 
measured forms, whieh cansed disappointment and 
dismay inalls “L have listened attentively to your 
represontations, As a Pole [ showld heve thought 
and vole as yon have done; L would have volo like 
you in the assembly of Warsay. Love of ono’s 
country is tho frat duty of civilized man Tn my 
situation, T have many interesis to coneiliate, and 
nny duties to MIL TT had reigned during the 
first, the sevond, or the third division of Poland, | 
should have armed nty people to defend her. As soon 
as vietory had nuttin ino shite fo re-establish your 
qucient toys in your capital anda part of your pro- 
vineos, Clit if without Tooking: fo prolong (he wer, 
which would have coutinned to shed the hlood af my 
subjects, 

“T love your nation during sixteon years [ lipve 
suen your soldiers wt my side in the fields of Tiuly and 
in Chose of Sprain 

1 rojoies ab what you have done; | anthorize the 
efforts that you wish to make; Fo will do all that de- 
pends upon me to seeond your resolutions. 

“Tf your efforts we ianimous, yor mey len hope 
to coupel your chemics fo recognise your indepond- 
ences lat in eotries so distant and so extonaiye, it 
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is ontircly in the unanimous efforis of the population 
which inhabits thom that you‘ can hope for success. 

“T held the sumo language to you from my first ° 
cniry into Poland. 

“YT ought to add, that I havo guaranteed to the 
Eimporor of Austria the integrity of his dominions, 
and that I cannot sanction any manceuvre or any 
movement, that tends to trouble the quict possession 
of what.remains to him of the provinces of Poland. 

“ Aot-go that Lithuania, Samogitia, Witepsk, Po- 
lotzk, Mohilow, Wolhynia, Ukraine, and Podolia, may 
be animated with the same spirit that I saw in Great 
Poland; and Providence will crown your good cause 
with success, I will recompense this devotion of your 
countries that makes you so interesting, and which 
acquires for you all the esteem and protection that I 
can give you under existing circumstances,” 


Napoleon indeed could not prudently take any more 
decisive stop at that momont. He had pledged him- 
self 1o the Mmponor of Austria and tho King of Prussia, 
“not to incorporate Gallicia and Posen into the duchy 
of Warsaw, unless a suitable and satisfactory indemnity 
should be provided ;” and it was impossible to esta- 
blish a kingdom of Poland without violating indirectly, 
if not dircetly, those engagements. 

The importance of the alliince of Austria and the , 
vassalage of Prussia was loo great at this crisis for 
him to risk thoir dofection even for the purpose of 
gaining the national support of Poland. 

Tt appears also that Napoleon was not well pleased 
with tho complaints made by Poniatowski of the want 
of pay and due commissariat supplies; for in a letter 
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‘to. Borthior, duted W ilu, July the Ath, he writes-— 
Anawer tho Prince Unt you have submibted toctho 
Tempevor his letter ~that lis Majesty in intel: dissatie- 
fled to fil that ho is uiking of pay and provisions 
whon his whole object should be to pursue the enemy, 
het his Majesty is the ire surprised. when ho 
thiuks that tho Tnperial Guards, who lad come dy 
forced: marches from Paris to Wil, we not ‘only 
without Aalf rations, bub bread altagether, andl that, 
boing tol dodadly on ment, they do not make any com 
plaint, 

“ho Kinpovor has seon with rogrob that the Polos 
aro such bad soldiers and have such a had. spirit Qui 
vais cxprif) as to put forvard such privations, and he 
trusts lie shall hear no more of ik.” 

In another letter, dated the 11th of duly, he coufivme 
the loss of horses ou tho mareh, and notilies his inten 
tion to repliee some of them from the contributions: he 
was about to levy; for he direets Rerthion to write to 
Macdonald That he, Maccoll, lad been in evrar 
whon ho said that the Témporor wanted to purchase 
threo thonstnd horses in Samogitin, ‘Toll hin they’ 
must he pot by requisition, wid their price shall he 
dedueted from the general contribution to he imposed 
on the country.” = 

Another letter of the same date shows that notwith- 

-Hlanding the auddommess of this ireuption, and the velo- 

city with which he lad swept forward, few prisoners 
‘had heen made, for he direets that, “when 1,200 shall. 
fuwe lven collected, they shall be? formed: into eon 
panies of 100 cach, and merehed to Dantaies ‘That 
daring the imveh they shall be confined uightly in 
ehurehes, and al) altompling te eseape.. ‘Shot ?” 
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Whilst Napoleon,- continued ‘at. Wilna, General, 
Balaschieff, Minister of Rtissian Police, arrived there 
ol some pretext connected with the exchange of pris- 
oners, and with instructions “to procure a suspension 
of arms; if Napoleon would withdraw his army behind 
the Niemen ;” but ag it was evident that this negotiation 
was only intended to gain time for the reunion of ‘the 
Rusgian. cokps and armies,’ the proposal led to no result,: 
except an increase of irritation on the part of Alex 
andeév-at some slanderous expressions used by Napoleon . 
relative to the Emperor Paul's death. . This, the sab- 
sequent seizure at:-Wilna, oftone of Mavet’s the Duke’ 
of Bdssano’s fourgons; full of publications in which the 
most offensive insinuations were introduced on that © 
subject, aggravated to an intense degree of excite- 
ment . 

Barclay, who had retired upon Swentziany, where 
ho was joined by tho 2nd corps (Bagawouth’s), con 
tinued on, the Ist of July his retrograde’ moyement 
upon Drissa; Doctorow, andthe Sth corps, for whose-: 
sifety great anxiety prevailed, having : previously... ; 
arrived at Kobylniki, which station was within ‘two 
days’ march, and in direct communication that could 
not be intercepted, with the main army. 

‘This corps had been posted at Lida, sixty miles 
from Wilna and seventy from Wolkowich, Bagra- 
thion’s head-quarters, when tho enemy passed ‘the » 


* {his publication, ontitled ‘Lo Progras de la. Puissanoa Rugsa,! shad’ 
boon; printed ‘nt Paria, and gevoral hundred copies distributed in Poland, 
One of tho coptes, sont by Sir R, Wilson to Lord Grey; is now, oxtant in 
tho library at Howlol. ~ When the Emperor Alexandor spoke with Sir Re 
‘Wildon on the. work, ho snid ho “ novor would forgivo’that infamous 
sttomypt to shale’ the allogianas of his awbjaata” 0 ; 

E ae i - D 
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“Niemen, and on Parclay’s quitling Wilna, had been 
directed to fall back on Oluhany. 

On tho 27th of Juno Doctorow began his retrent 
on tho routo of Ochutinni and Solly, and revnilocl his, 
wholo corps on. tho 80th at Dananehowos Jul his 
flanking parties having found the enemy in Oehminnl, 
who wore reported by somo prisoners taken Wo he the 
advance of Davoust’s army moving on Minsk, Doc 
torow feared to bo preeaded by his colunng at 
Milchalichki, and thorefore resolved to continue a forecd 
march on Swir:* and notwithstanding the heavy run 
and almost impassable roads he offected it the sine 
day, although Swir was,still above thirty miles distant, 
and the sueceting day reached obyhuilki 5 thus, hy” 
his cnorgotic activity (only with tho snerifice of some. 
baggage) balling the enemy, and proserving Jiis eorps 
exposed to a flank attack through the whole route, 

The dotachment under the orders of Genel Daro- 
koff was not so sueeessfal in its attompl to reunite 
with tho muin amy, bub was condneted. through its 
trials with equal cnergy and skill. 

This cletaclinent, consisting of a roghnont of ]pwenra 
and vo of chassenms, liad heen stationed ab Orang, us 
tho advanced guard of the 4th corps (Schouwulol"s), 
when the cnomy crossed the Niomen, ‘Unfortimutely, 
the order which had been despatched for the retreat 
did not reach Dorokolf, who, tinding himacl! nearly 
aurrounded, determined on the 27th to votive on 
Ollsiniki, 

During this mareh an ordor was recoived from 


* Nangouty was movin on Awir with the division Morand, a light 
. division, nnd p division of ouivassiors, sunt oxpromly hy Napoleon to oul 
him off, ino whould vkeapo Davoust. 
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Barolay for the detachment to move by Roudniki-on 
Milkhalichkt ; but as Roudniki was already deenpied 
by the enomy, ho was obliged to mak: cirenit: by 
Bolehia Solekniki, where he halted to be joiued by 
two companies of chasseurs, who had been posted at 
Mavisikanisy. 

“On the 30th a detachment frm Davoust’s corps 
fell in. with and attacked. him; but repulsing: it 
with vigour, he gained’ Demenischi without farther 
-molestation. 

On tho Ist of July he reached Olchany, aa there 
ascertaining. that some of Davoust’s advances had 
already entered Ochmiani, and would anticipate his 
‘ arrival ab Zachkewiczi, he relinquished the attempt: to 
unito with the first army, and twned upon Koidanow 
and Wologin, to join and attach himself to the second: 
army under Bagrathion. 

Tho Russian amy under. Barclay ‘veached Drissa 
on the 9th of July, without much interruption. Near 
Danclowiczi the rear guard had been attacked by the 
advance of Montbrun, but. Korf, who* commanded, 
ratived behind tho Dissni and. succeeded in: cutting 
tho bridgo; notwithstanding that Montbrun brought 
to bear on him thirty pieces of flying artillery during 
tho operation. : 

Wittgonstoin. reached the Duna, or Dwina, whoro 
three bridges wero prepared for the passage, and on 
tho 18th of July entered Dunaburg. 

QOudinot had so far feebly pressed his retreat, aiid 
the advanced guard of Murat did not pass Opsa. 

The ‘first army had thus completed its movement, 
and gained a res position, without any disaster. to 
its ems, notwithstanding that its mlginiat had been 

D 


80 ERROR OF DAROLAY, dpny, BLS, 


pierced, and its conmnunientions obstructed by an 
overwhelining auperiovily of fares, : 

Goners, officers, und soldiers, hid all dono their 
duty with exemplary exertion and judginont, 

JL was sngyosted (hat Barely, when he ford his 
army collectod ab Swenlalany, might have assumed 
tho offensive, as Napoleon's fares was sepurated by 
the datachinents mada to prevent that reunion 5 bub 
Murat would donbtless have retired to gat tine for 
Davoust and the Vieoroy lo manauyro in rear of tho 
Russian left, aud when its rotreat hecunto necessary 
tho difieully would have beon great, and an union 
with the second army rendered impracticable, 

Tlad Napoleon been able to direel “the Hnssian 
operations, hie could nob have traced & plan more gitt. 
able to his interes(s ¢han sueh wn advance would have 
afforded, ' 

Tho only orver committed hy Barelay, so fi, was 
in heaving pushed the whale avy into such forwnrdl 
positions, when it wat eyideully not hie tnfontion nor 
in his power to defend the Niemen Toe of frontier, 
Th was porilling the safety of the wemy, and dienurhig 
8 corlain waale of foress lor altiongh the refrewt da the 
Dwine was accomplished withaul any military veveraa, 
owing to the extvaordinary marching wid ivborious 
onetpy of tho Russian soldiery, still sacl marches 
von nob be made with fmpunity) and without oa 
serious prejadiee to the general organization und 
offective sdrength of the main body: this should have 
bean preserved, us long as possible, from all wvoidable 
rodnetion and impuirmont of its numerien! and moral 
foree. . 

The improvident expenditure of men, from move- 
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ment of masses with an immense material as if they 
wore & handful of light troops, has always beon an 
orror in the Russian military direction, and frequent 
occasions will be prosonted for recurrence to, and 
confirmation of, this remark, 


Privor Baaratuton.—Srconp Army. 


Bagrathion had been directed so soon as he recoived 
positive intelligence of the war having commenced, to 
sustain Platow in an atlempt to creato a diversion in 
the duchy of Warsaw, which might delay the move- 
mons of the enemy in Lithuania; but that project 
had been diseoucerted by the advance of the King of 
Westphalia on Grodno. 

Barclay on réliring from Wilna, had therefore 
ordere(| Platow to march by Lida and Smorgoni on 
Swontziony, arf Bagrathion to sccuro his own com- 
munications whh Minsk aud Borisow. 

On tho 28th Bagrathion retired from Wolkowich 
on ZYolwa, Tlis intontion was to march from Zclwa 
direct on Minsk, but General Benkondorff brought 
him an order at Zckva revoking the forme? order, and 
directing him “to eross the Szezaya, and effech a 
junction with the first army in the camp of Drissa,”; 

As the subsoquent movements of the Prince were 
of great interest, aud afforded various opporiunities 
for tho display of those resources and that activity 
which always characterized his carcer, it will be nvces- 
savy (o race them with minute detail. 

On the 1st of July his army marched on Slonim. 
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On tho and to weit twenty-five miles, 

On the 8rd to Noyogrodok, (wonty-one mifes, 

On tho 4th his cavalry and detuelimonts reunited 
with him on {ho Niomen, in front of Nikoluiow, 
tavonty-four miles from Novogradak, 

- Tore a bridge was with erent ditienlty eansteueted, 
as the ring had awollen the viver, aad the materials 
for forming one word vory insulliciont, 

Tho hageupo was direeted ow another bridge, Uhrewn 
across ab Kelodnia. 

On tho aftemmoon of the {lh a parb of the army 
began to file, and the remainder was prepared bo 
follow on the ensuing morming; dub dining the night 
Platow sont information “that having reached Tide 
on tho Ist of July, and being about to march on 
Smorgoni, ho found tial the onemy had wlreuly oceu 
pled Olehany in foreos that bending to his right, ho 
had voachad Swir the next day, with design lo moye 
on ‘Wicknow (o join Dorokol, wheneo his patrols 
bronght him wdvieo that Wieknow was eleeuly iy 
possession of Divouat’s corps, whieh some prisoners 
talon stated to be 60,000 gtrone ty atedement sthaae 
quonlly proved (o bo innceurele, ax Diveust hic lett 
threo divisions behind wider Murat, 

Bagrathion, fearing to he -attactod whilst engmeled 
in dhe woods and marshes Uhiut intossees the road from 
Nikoluiow lo Wologtn, mudeing of it limos one conti. 
arrows defile, and aware Uhet in ease of repulse be cattd 
oly repast the Niemen over the imperfectly cou 
suencted Dvidves of Nilalaiew and Koladnin, deter 
mine lo velinquish the movement an Walogin, and 
to goin Minsk by foreod marches through Korolicel, 
Novoi Sworzenn, wd Koidanow. 
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Pursuant to this decision, he ropassed his troops 
over the Niomon, and tho wholo army forthwith pro- 
eceded to Koreliczi, 

Platow was ordered to defend Wologin, in concert , 
with Dorokoff, until the 8th of July, and then to - 
roliro by Kamen, Khotowo, and Stolbtsy, on Novoi 
Sworzenn ; bul Dorokoff, on the 4th of July, had boen 
obliged to retire on Kamen; and on the 5th Davoust 
had reached Bobrowiczi, close to Wologin, whilst his 
advance had already gained Perchai and Rachty.* 

Platow, therefore, had no alternative but to follow 
the movement of Bagrathion, who, on tho 6th of July, 
roached Mir, 

Bagrathion, on xecoiving this information, again 
changed his direction; and, abandoning the hope of 
reaching Minsk before Davoust, dotermined to gain 
Bobruisk by the route of Neswige and Slouisk, 

On tho 8th part of his corps reached Neswige, 
whilst ho moved with tho remainder on Novoi Swer- 
zoun aud Nioswris, distant thirty-cight miles, in tho 
noighbourhood of which place ho was joined by Doro- 
kolf, who had successfully evaded all his pursuers. 
Baprathion had again intended to push on to Minsk 
from Novoi Sworzenn; but a Russian officer return- 
“ing. from thence with the report “that ho left the 
Trench close upon tho town, which was in such con- 
fusion and consternation that ho could not oxecute 
his orders to burn, in case of the enomy’s near ap- 
proach, tho magazines and stores,” Bagrathion struck 
buck into the Noswigo road, and made another angle 
of thirty-cight miles from Mix, inslead of keoping a 
divoct line of twenty-one miles. 


* Or Rakow, 
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Since tho second army quitted Slonim, a cireuilons 
mareh of a hundred and fifty mles had heen executed, 
insload of a straight marvel of seventy four whieh was 
the direot distaneo between Slonin and Neawige, 

The army vested for Uueo days al Neswige, to 
refresh Uhe soldiers harassed bynite suecessive xavero 
marehes, and to allow time for the artillery and lap 
gage Lo file on Slontsk, 

Tlad Bograthion pushed on from Novogradok upon 
Minek, he possibly might have preeeded the main 
body of Davoust’s urmy, which did not arrive there 
witil tho 8th; but ho had reevived an exaggerated 
acconut of Davoust’s foreo; and, even if the (auth 
had boon ascorlained, bo could not prudently have 
hazardod ® doubt raee, where he would Ive beon 
oxposed to obstructions occasioning detention, which 
would have permitted Gho arvival of (ho Ning of Wout 
phalia pursuing from Grodno, whenee ho had marched 
with three corps an the $0th of June, . 

Had the Wing overtaken Bayrathion before he 
contd nuke Ditself inester of Musk,” Bigrattion 
woud have bees placed Detyean tive fires, whieh 
would have insted lis destruction. 

Tt winst also be borne tiiniid, fo aecoml for want 
or inaccuracy of intelligence, that allhough tha Rug 
siang wore moving th their own ferrilory, the Lilla 
nians wero nob originally disposed lo aid chem; their 
sympathies wore in favour of the invaders, util thelr 
merciless trevlment by them ax if they lind heen 
onomies converted Chom fate the mast runeorous foes, 


* Vho faiktre is the ou tprution of Minds antnt si tact be ayoubed: te 
tho ordor hroupht hy Ceneal Henkandoit, whieh divertad Bagration’ 
iaavel on Deiawe 3? this deviation loi (ace or tou duye 
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On tho 8(h Platow ddd been atiacked at Mir by a 
Polish division of cavalry under Genoral Rozineski, 
who commanded the advance of the King of West- 
phalia’s army marching on Novogrodok, 

Two aliompls to make an impression on the Cos- 
sacks wore Dbrilliantlyropulsed, and three hundred 
prisoners wore iaken, who were vory well treated, 
notwithstanding that they were marched into «tho 
intorior under a Kalmouck escort. *, tae 

On the next day, the 9th, the same general, at*té 
head of six rogiments, renewed the attack, to revenge 
tho affront of the preceding combat; but in the mean 
time Genoral Vasiltchikoff had been detached by 
Bagrathion with three regiments of cavalry and one 
of infantry to support Platow, and the Polish General 
was again foilod with much greater loss. 

To assist a clear understanding of the complicated 
movements of the several armies, and of the inten- 
tionally delached and incidentally separated corps, it 
is necessary to recur to the transactions which had 
heou ‘passing on the Dwina, and to regulate the 
whole relation by conformily of dates, so as not to 
anticipate too much in the narrative of partial oceur- 
yonaes, 

Barelay had reached the entrenched camp of Drissa 
on tho 9th of July, and on the 11th the whole army 
had beon reunited, Tour corps were stationed on the 
Ielt bank with two divisions of cavalry; a fifth corps, 
the first, was posted al Balin, ou the right bank, 
opposite Lepcl, and was reinforecd by the veserve 
detachment of Prince Repnin, which had occupied 
Dorina. ‘ 

Tho Gth corps, Doctorow’s, took position algo on 
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the right beuk, neat Pronduiki, aud on the left of the 
camp. 

On the 9th Alexander addressed tho following: pros 
Clamation (o his army s—- 


*Tusatan Warrrona, 

“You have ab Inst obtained the result whieh you 
proposed when the enemy dared to tivade (he hounds 
aries of am empire, You wore on the frontiers to 
observe him, 

“Until (ho reunion of the army, it was necessary 
by » momentary aid fidispensable velrent Co vestrah 
your wrdow' for tho combat, that you might cheek the 
yash march of the enemy. ALL the corps of the first 
ny avo now nailed on the position preselected, 

A now occasion offers to manifest yor tried 
valour, and to enable you to gather the recomponse af 
tho Jabours yon have endured, 

“May this dey, distinguished by the vielory of 
Pullawa, servo for your exumple; nay the remem 
branco of your glorions ancestors animale you lo 
eqniully glorious exploit, In following thelr steps 
you will overthrow the projects of the enemy divee(ed 
aguinsl your honow, your connlyy, and your families, 

“Gad, Who sces the justice of your canse, will give 
you TLis blessing. 

(Signet) © ADUXANUER,” 


The eunp of Drissa Tad been in process of con 
xiruclion for w Whole previous yeu. ‘The situation 
was well chosen to cover Livonia and the rod ta 
S, Potorshurg though Sebije, about forty miles 
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from and beyond Drissa, but not lo dofend the central 
proviuces of the empire, 

Tho site of the camp was traced on the loft bank of 
tho Dwina, in an angle formed by a bend of the river 
belween Drissa and Bredgiowo. ‘Tho exterior enrve 
of the camp was about soven thousand cight hundred 
yards in extent, and the chord five thousand two hun- 
dred, ‘The camp was defended by a triple lino of 
rodoubts, open at the gorge, sustained by Latteyjo 
not closed and various other connecting works, “HA” 
chain of ten redoubts resting on the right and left 
flanks on tho river covered the front; but a marshy* 
wood in advance of the left favoured an enemy’s 
lodgment. 

Ttighty-one squadrons and ninety-four battalions 
garrisoned the camp; a hundred and thirty pieces 
of cannon were posted to command the approaches, 
and {wo hundred and twenty-two were kept in re- 
sorve, 

Tho works of the camp were strongly built and well 
finished, but the arrangoment was in various respects 
defective, Tho chief and usnal Russian error was, 
dependence on only one bridgo for communication 
with ov retreat to tho right bank. This single 
bridgo was covered by a 1dto dw pont; but in case 
of any part of tho camp being forced, the confusion 
to gain this (dtc du pont would have been fearful and, 
irreparable, 

he Russians havo had canse to ascribe many of 
their most remarkable successes in tho Turkish wars 
to the neglect of duo precaution for the passage of the 
rivers under hostile firo aud pressure; but the habit 
ab this poriod was as invotorately Russian as Turkish ; 
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aud during the enmpaigna that had preceded and those 
which followed this invasion, the Russian armies, from 
ilg existence aud continnanee, were freqnently exposed 
to tho greatest diliculties and dangers, 
Barclay soon found that the camp of Derissa was 
moreover wnilenwble from the dixpositions making: hy 
Napoleon, who was collecting a force at Quhokoie, a 
hundred sud twenty miles north-east from Wilna,* 
forty-lve from Drissn, and sixty from Polotak ; 
whonce he monaco Witopsk, whieh was at least thirty 
iniles nearer Glubokoie than Veissa, and thas jeopard> 
ized tho whole line of Barclay’s communication along 
tho Dnieper. 
Barclay now alyo ascertained that the junetion with 
the second army on the Drissa site of Wilepsle was 
impracticable, Te therefore fell Uhahe Tad no tine to 
loso in withdvawing from Derisse tad filing by his Telt 
ou Polotak, in order to reuch Wilepsk, that he might 
anticipate the operation of Napoleon; and, Ineving 
confided to Willgenstein the detinee of the vow lo 
H. Petorsburg mul of the country between lip and 
* Pololal, he amede the necessary turanpements for total 
evacttion of the camp on the Pst of duly. 

Tho disnppointimoent, the mortifiention, the excited 
feolings of the Minperor and amy ats this cdeeision, 
which id not achuit of opposition or delay, hut 


* Tho Russi meus theh diatuices ly wort A weit bo ahout 
{logo quarters ofan figheh mnite a 
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which should havo been foreseon and provided against . 
hy duo proparations in ordor to prevont projudicial 
impressions, may be better conceived than desoribed, 
The proclamation of the 9th was a painful record that 
could not bo obliterated, 

On the 17th, Alexander, deeply affected, left his 
army for Polotzk and Moscow, but before he quitted, 
he signed tho ukase fora frosh lovy of troops through | 
tho ompiro, in the proportion of five out of every hans, 
dred males, Nag 

An incident fortunately occurred to favour the 
Russian retreat. 

Oudinol, after following Witigenstein to Drouia, 
had moved on Dunaburg, distant fifty-four miles, and 
reaching tt on tho 13th had immediately attempted to 
carry by assaulé the iéte du pont defended by General 
Oulanoff and fifteen hundred men of the reserve. 

Oudinol was repulsed, but partially ‘renewed the 
attack on tho following day. Had he persevered, the 
Russian General would have retired, and given him 
up possession of the work; it being no longer of im- 
portance to maintain it, as the army was abandoning 
ull operations on the left bank of the river; but 
Oudinot had also recoived an order to fall back and 
mite with Murat at Opsa, which order he obeyed in 
tho night of tho 15th and 16th. 

‘Witigonstein, heaving that tho onemy had left only 
some picquots of cavalry at Drouin, directed General® 
Boutenel! to throw a bridge across the rivor in the 
night of the J4th and 15th. 

Taving constructed his bridge he passed in the 
night of tho 16th, with the advanced guard, aud 
pushing fovward on the road to, Czernowo, surprised 
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two rogimonts of Sebnstiani’s division, and destroying 
many withdrew again aeross the river with General 
§. Goniez and two Indeed prisoners, 

Napoleon had left Wiluw on the 16th, ul on the 
18th had estabtished Iie headquarters ab Ciuhokoie, 
whore his Guards had already arvived. 

Whon leaving Wilua he had hee apprized of tho 
cheek of Sebastiani, and apprehending thal Barelay 
might ho assuming a general offensive, he dospatehed 
orders to slop all his troops on march towards 
Wilopsk by Uszacoz and Kanon. Being assured of 
the ovacuation of Drissa on the 17th aud 8th, ho 
ordored tho columns lo proeced s hut it was loo lute to 
impedo Bavelay’s movemont, and bring the Russian 
army 10 batilo, or evon to harass ils mareh, When 
Montbron passed tho Dwina al Dissnaon the 20th 
with Murat’s advaneed guard, the wholo Russian lorea 
had alroady reached Dolotzk. 


Alexander, before ho quilted Polotzk for Moscow 
on tho 8th, despatched the Gand Dake Constantine 
to A, Pelorshurg to auimute the zeal af that efty, 
and also employed him as the bearer of Cho twa fol. 
lowing proclamations to the Rugsian notion and the 
cily of Moscow :—~ 


Treat ProcnaMAation, 
“ 1 the Nation. 


“Tho onoiny haa passed the frontiers, aud carried 
his arms into the intorfor of Russin, Sineo perfidy 
cannol destroy an empire which has existed with a 
dignity always tnereasing fer so many generations, he 
hag delermined lo atleele it by violence, and bo assault 
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tho empire of tho Ozars with the forces of the conti- 
nont of Burope. ° 

* With treason in tho heart and loyalty on the lips, 
ho flatiors the ears of the crodulous and enchaing their 
mms; and if tho captive perceives feliers under, the 
flowoxs, the spirit of domination discovers itself, and 
he calls forth war to assure tho work of treason! But 
Russia has ponetrated his viows, The path of loyalty 
is opon to hor: she hasinvoked the protection of God; 
sho opposes to the plots of her enemy an army strong 
in courage, and eager to drive from her territory this 
race of locusts who consume the carth, and whom the 
carth will roject, finding them too heavy a burden to 
sustain. * , 

*Wé call out sufficient armies to annihilate the 
enemy, Our soldiers who are under arms are like 
lions who dart on their prey ; but we do not disguise 
from our faithful subjects that the intrepid courage 
of our warriors actually under arms needs to be sup- 
ported by an intorior line of troops. The means 
- ought lo be proportioned to the object; and the object 
placed before you is to overthrow the tyrant who 
wishes Lo overthrow all the earth. 

‘We havo called on our ancient city of Moscow, 
‘tho first capital of our empire, to make final efforts, 
and sho is accustomed lo make them, by sending her 
sons to the succour of the empire. After her, we call 
on all our subjects of Europe and Asia to unite then- 
selves for the cause of humanity! We call on all 
our civil and religions communities 19 co-operate with 
us by © goneral rising against the universal tyrant, 

“ Wherover in this ompire ho turtis his stéps ho 
will bo assured of finding our native subjects laugh: 
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ing at his fronds, scorniug his lailery and his file 
hoods, ampling on his gol with the indignation of 
offendad virtue, and paralyzing, by the feeling of too 
hononr, iis legions of staves. In avery noble ina. 
sian ho will find a Vojuskoi, in every ecelesinstic 
Palisiyu, in every peasant a Minin 
“Nobles! you lave been i all ages the defondors 
of our counlry! Uoly Synod! aad you members of 
our Ghuvch} you have in all eireumestanees by your 
intercession called down upon ony omplre the Divino 
prolwelion! Russian people! intrepid posterity: of 
Sclayoninns! it ix not the first time Ohot you have 
‘ plucked out the teeth from tho head of the lion, who 
sprung on you as upon a prey, and inot his own 
destruction! Unite yourselves ! carry the dross in 
your hearls and the sword in your hands, md human 
forco never can provail againal you 
“T have delegated the ongunization of the new 
lovies lo the nobles of every provines ; und T lave 
charged with tho caro of assembling the brave pririots 
who will present thomselves of their own aeoord: for 
the defvnes af the country the gentlonion wanonget 
whom the offieors will ho chosen, ‘The manber of 
those who will be assembled ought to be gent io Mog 
cow, where they will be made aequuintat with the 
communder-in-chiol, 
“Given ab our camp of Polotak, Uie 18th of July, 
1812, 
(Signed) ALEXANDER” 
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Sroonn Prooamarron. 
“ To our ancient City and Capital of Moscow. 


«Tho onomy, with a porfidy without parailel,.a 
with forcos cqual to his immeasurable ambition, a 
passed the frontiors of Russia. THis design is to ruin 
our country, Tho Russian armies burn with desire to 
throw thomsolves upon his battalions and to punish by 
their destruction this perfidious invasion; but our 
paternal regard for our faithful subjects will not per- 


° 


mil us to allow so desperate a sacrifice. We cannot . 


suffor that our-brave soldiers should immolate them- 
sclyes thus upon the altar of this Moloch! We are 
ready (o contend with him in the open field, man 
againgt man in equal combat, he for’his ambition, we 
for our country, 

“Fully informed of the bad intentions of our encmy 
and of the great; means ho has prepared for the execu- 
tion of his projocis, we do not hesitate to declare to 
ow: people tho danger of the empire ; and, to call on 
thom to desjroy, by their patriotic efforts, the advan- 
tages that the aggressor hopes to draw from our pre- 
sont inforjority in number. 

“ Necessity commands the gathering of new forces 
in tho interior, Lo support. those which are in the pre- 
sonce of tho nnomy, determined to perish or to form 
a barrier betwoon him and tho liberty of our country. 
To assemblo these new armics, we address otlrselves 
to the anciont capilal of our anceslors—to the city of 
Moscow! Sho was always tho sovereign scat of all 
tho Russias, and the first in every momont of public 
danger 0 send forth from her bosom her courageous 

E 


. 
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childvon to dofend the honour of the empire, As the 
bloorl flows Invariably lowards the heart af heroes: to 
yeeull valour to their energetic sons, the chifdron of 
our coturuey alse from the surroundings provinees spring 
towards lev, aeoking in her Jirenst Uo lessons: of 
courage, wilh whieh they ought lo defiul thei: 
children on the maternal bosom wand save die Combs 
of their fathers from a sacrilegions violation | 

‘Pho exislonee of your name in (le lish of ations 
is threaloned—the enemy munowueds the destrnetion of 

»Rusgsia 

“Tho safely of our holy Church and the throno of 
thio Czars, tho independence of the ancient Musenvite 
ompire, all loudly proclaim that the object of this up 
peal will be reecived by our faithtal subjects asa 
siored law. 

“Wo will nol delay to appear in the inidst of our 
faithfal people of Moscow, aul from Chis centro we will 
visit the other portions of ow empire to advice upon 
and direet tho armaments. 

“May the hearts of ow uobles and of the othor 
orders of the stile, propia (ie spirit of this holy 
war thet ia blessed hy Cod, and flit under the 
banners of this holy Ghawweh | may the lind zeal ox, 
tend from Moseow to the extremities of at dominions! 
Tho nation then, assembled round if momurch, may 
dofy the thonsand legions of the porfilions ugpressory 
thon the evils which he hes prepared tor you will recoil 
on his own head 5 and Muvope, delivered fram slavery, 

“will hail the mane of Russia. 
“Camp of Polotak, the 180 of July, 1812, 


(Signed) “ ALEXANDEI 
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On tho 23rd of July Aloxander reached Moscow, 
and found tho patriotism, loyally, and resolution of all 
classes exciled to the highest degree of onthusiagm, 

Barelay had established his head-quartors at Polotzk 
on the 18th, but finding that the enemy were drawing 
moro and move on his. left, he commenced his march 
on tho 20th, and on the 28rd assembled his whole 
‘force at Witepsk, The 8rd, 4th, and 5th corps, with 
tho Ist division of cavalry, crossed the Dwina, and 
took post on the right bank of the rivulet Louczatsa, 
on the road of Bechonkowiczi, t) observe Napoleon’s 
movements from Kamen. 

The confederate army had continued its pursuit. 
On the 28rd Napoleon reached Kamen, and the 
Viceroy, hearing that Bechonkowiczi was occupied by 
somo Russian cavalry, moved on that place; but the 
Russians withdrew across the Dwina before his arrival. 

‘The Bavarian light cavalry, without waiting for the 
bridge ‘being consuucted, which the Viccroy had 
ordered, passed the Dwina at a fords and Napoleon 
accompanying, attvanced a couple of leagues to recon- 
noitro in Lhe direction of Kowalochino, where Doctorow 
was posted: he found to his regret that the Russian 
main amy had already passed, traversing in six days 
4 distauco of upwards of a hundred and sixty miles, 

Napoleon on his return established his hend-quarters 
at Bechonkowiezi, 

Barclay, peresiving that ono of the principal objects 
of the enemy was to’ prevent the junction of Bagra- 
thion’s army with his own, had on the 18th sent an 
order jn the Emperor’s namo to Bagrathion, enjoining 
him “ to forco at Mishazards his way to Orsza,* whore 

* Or Orehe, 
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he purposed to reunite with him by the route of 
Babinowtesd;” ab the same time he derpateled Mujor- 
general Touchkoll, with lwo reginots of chusseurs 
and a regiment of Cossneks, wilh six pieces of horse 
artillery, lo lew the eountey awards Uabinowlesi— 
distant from Wilepslk Chirty-six iniles, aed from Onsza, 
fourteen. whieh was infested with die qnemy's partion 5 
and also to open & conmmuicution with dhe Count 
Ono Denigoll in the environs of Sienna.” 

* On the 24th Goneral Osterman, with a heigade of 
dragoons, the husyaes of the Guard and Souny, with 
a compary of horse artillery, had heen marehedl on 
Oatrowito, upon dhe lef baal of Ure Dwinn, Wait tine 
might be gained for the arrival of Dorlorow, who 
was vetiving from Kourslofehine, ar Kowkowitehino, to 
Witopsk, from whieh if was distal thirty miles. 

Ostermuans advanced guard, camposced of two 
squadvons of lugsns wid Che company of horse api 
lery, daprudendy: pursued: some advanced: parties of 
the enemy, whieh, wlying on their reserves, resumed 
the afteusive ant drove back Ute lussira, talking sts 
of the prs, 

Ostermun iminediately moved forward (hoe Intssars 
of Soumy, and supported Chem with his infautey y bt 
when within a mile and a lil of Oxtrowne ho found 
himself ab once opposed to the whold advanced guard 
of Mivat under Nunsouty, in whieh advanced guard 
there were ten thousand eavelry and ww numerous 
arbillery, 

The netion commenced by v heavy fire of avtillory, 
ud wi followed by various charges of cavalry on 
atch other's squulrons aud onto infantry, Tho 
hugsurs of Boumy lost two Iundred prisoners i one 
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attack, artd tho endéiny’s génoral, Ornano,* was repulsed 
in another, with great logs," by the fire from the 
Russian infantry; but the Viceroy eventually sup- 
porting Nansouly with tho division Delzon’s, the 
force becamo, too preponderating, and Osterman with- 
drow in unbroken order upon a wood, where he took 
up a position, - * 

During the night of bs 25th and 26th Barclay sent 
BKonownitsyn with his division and the Ist corps of 
cavalry to relicye Osterman, who posted himself at 
Dobrieka, whilst Konownitsyn took post in advance 
at Peczouka, . 

At ton in the morning Murat ordered the division 
Delzon’s to attack Konownitsyn, strongly posted 
bohind a deep ravine, with his left vesting upon a thick 
forest, 

Tho atlack on the right had partially succeeded, 
bub that on the left had been checked: profiting by 
this check, the Russian reserve was brought to the aid 
of tho right, which animatedly resumed the offensive, 
aud drove back the assailants; but pushing too eagerly 
beyond the ravine, it was charged by the eemy’s 
cavalry, and obliged to recross in disorder, 

Tho enemy’s right being reinforced, the Russians 
could no longor maintain Lhe wood which, as the enemy 
proceeded to outflank the left, was gradually aban- 
doneds but covery rood of ground that permitted 
defence was disputed, and so leisurely was the retreat 
conducted, that the Russians did not reach Kukowiaczi, 
only two miles distant, till five in the evening: here 
they wore reinforged by the divisions Touchkoff and 
Stuogonolf, when “the whole rotreated on Dobricka, 
mul united with Osterman. 

* A Polo, 


Si RUSSIAN DEFENCE OF GROUND IN RETREAT, Juny, 1819, 


Napoleon, who «passat he night al Rulowiaeri, 
about five miles from Dobrieka, whieh is new vight 
from Wilopsk, had arrived towards the couchiton of - 
tho combat, aut arged ils continnanes, 

As tho Russians until thoy reached Kikowines! 
vould only oppose nine thonsand infialryy wil threo 
ahousnad horse fo tavelve thous inftuadry and 
between seven tnd eight thenusmd horse vebully 
engaged, 16 was a combat that did thent grou credit 
but in faeb no troops in the world ean and do defend 
ground in retreat Deller than tho Russians, ‘heir 
arlillory is so woll hovaod, so nimbly and so handily 
worked, Ghat it bowls over almost all irregularities of 
asuidaco with an caso, lightness, and velocity that give 
ib great superiority. Tho vivaeily of their cavalry, 
aid the wnquailing steadiness of thoiv fnfimiry, make 
it a pleasure to command (hem in oxtremext dif 
ouldies s for, dike tho British soldier, the mosh un- 
hounded contidyncs may be reposted, fo uae ne siulor's 
oxpression, “in their answer to the helm” in every 
stress of situation, 

Barelay, being usanved that Napolean wer ad« 
vanuing with his whole wy, aml that he eanld 
nol continuo his projected movement on Ovszn, to 
join Bagrathion, withont exposing, lis right Unnl, 
nor sweep rowud hy Suraje and Poreesie without 
entirely separating the tivo armies, once again made 
up his mind to hazard a gener) battle, although 
he fad tut eighty thousand men in his position, 
whilst Napoluon eoald hear ou him with a Tenlved 
wl cighty (housnid, ab the lowest ealeulution of 
the force with whieh ho was approaching; viz, the 
Chiara, Noy’s ond the Vicoroy’s corps, three of 
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Dayoust’s divisions, and Nangonty’s and Montbrun’s 
cavalry. : 

The Russian army extended along the right bank of 
tho river Lausciza, running parallel to the road of 
Babinowiczi, with its right resting on the Dwina. 

Osterman and Konownitsyn wero recalled into the 
line, and relieved by Pahlon, whose force was com- 
posed of cight battalions, all the light regular cavalry . 
of the army, and two regiments of Cossacks. 

Every preparation was made for. the battle that was 
now believed by all to be inevitable; but during the 
night an aide-de-camp of Bagrathion’s arrived at the 
Russian head-quarters, who brought tho intelligence 
“that Bagrathion had not been able to force his way 
Unrough Mohilew on Orsza, and therefore had been 
obliged to pass the Dnieper and gain the Soje, with the 
intention of reaching Smolensk.” After this information 
had beon received, there was no longer any justifiable 
motivo for maintaining Witepsk, with the assurance 
of a babtle wider such disadvantage of numbers. The 
army was therefore immediately directed on Poreezie 
lo secure Smolensk and the union with Bagrathion. 

The march commenced in the evening of the 27th 
in threo columns, Doctorow, who had arrived from 
Kourslofchino, commanding the right column. 

Pahlen had been attacked at dawn on the 2th, 
but in retroating obstinatcly dispuled the ground, as 
he knew the importance of delay and felt that it be- 
came him lo make the greatest offorts, and oven sacri- 
fices, Lo procure il. 

is cavalry, supported by his batterics, one of 
which, a maske® one, caused great carnage in the 
plain of the Dwina, executed several successful 
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charges, aud it was not until the division Delzon's 
had hoon bronght np to support the division Broussier, 
that Pahlon rotived behind (he Lauseiaa. The anemy 
admitted that during the aetion, when a regiment of 
ervalry was withdrawn Co mike way for the advance 
of tho division Delvomws, a pamis seized part of the 
roops and was commuticnted (o Cho foRowors af (he 
mmy, who fled several leagues imder a ery of 
“Mauve qui pent!” 

Th these three combats cach party lost holween 
three and low dhitisid ment 

On the side of tho Russians General A loulall was 
killed, and on the enemy's Conoval Rompel, but tt 
was suid (hrough oa mistake of one of his own Aull 
trios, 

Tn the ovoning the enomy advanced along tho left 
bank of tho Dwina, whilst Montbran moved on the 
right bunk, and approached Wibepsle 3 int suche were 
thy avtivity, diligence, und method with whieh (ho, 
Russikun army and rear gud under Palen lad with: 
drawn from die town and ciyirons, after dostroying 
tho inaguzines, that not the slightest vestige or rem 
nant of the retired forces was perceplihta on the 
onauing morning, the 28th. One of the enemy's his. 
tortans, General Vaudoncourl, writes, not a patrol, 
not a piequel, nob a videlle was to he seen on a plain 
which ad heen covered the preceding night by a 
Intndred thouswadl mons not even a peasant was to bo 
found all hed vanished” . 

Napoleon, on the 28th, entered Wilepsk with his 
Chairds, a deputation leving eome out af the eity with 
the keys; bub notwithstanding Uhi& submission, nd 
the presenee of Napoleon, to wham it person the 


Jury, 1812, EXOESSES OF CONFEDERATES, 57 


keys woro delivered, and who had some time pre- 
viously prohibited pillago ‘under pain of death,” the 
gretior part of the city was sacked as if it had becn 
& slorm. prizo. 

The confederate army, indeed, (and it cannot be 
too ofton ropeated for duc impression of its conse- 
quonces,) from ihe moment of its entrance into the 
Russian torritory, notwithstanding order on order, 
and some exemplary punishments, had been incor- 
rigibly guilty of overy excess, It had not only 
scized with violence all that its wants demanddd, but 
destroyed in mere wanionness what did not tempt its 
cupidity. No Vandal ferocjty was ever more do. 
slructive, 

Those crimes, however, were not committed with , 
impunity, Want, sickness, and an enraged peasantry 
inflicted Lorrible reprisals, and caused a daily fearful 
roduction of numbers, which successive reinforcements 
could not adequately meet and replace.” 

Napoleon, under tho incertitude of the Russian 
line of” votroat, directed Noy 10 pursue on the road 
lo Babinowiczi, and the Viceroy to follow and sup- 
port, 

Murat was despatched on tho road to Surajo and 
Poreesie with the cavalry of the reserve, and afler 
some hours’ forced march fell in with Pahlon’s rear 
guard, 

Napoleon, on receiving this information, left Wit- 
opsk with his Guards, and ordered the Viceroy to fall 
back and join Murat; but, finding that the Russians 
wero decidedly moving on Smolensk, he returned to 
‘Wilepsk, and determined to vest his army for gome 
days, a roposo of which it stood in the greatest need. 
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Tho Vieeroy was instructed to take poxt ab Suraje, 
and Ney at Liosua, on the road to Smolensls. 

Marat oeeupied danowiexi. 

Barelay had continued his moyomont on Poreezio, 
whore the colwnng of his left and contre muted: 
thonco Doctorow was detached to Smnolensk, garel. 
soned by Wingingerode with fourtoon reserve Invite 
lions. and eight squadrons: trem this fore, however, 
ho had detached several battalions and some envalyy 
on tho road of Orsza, to wateh the movements of 
Duvonst’s: detachmonts, advanced from. Mohilew to» 
wards Doubrownn, 


Suoonp Arty, 


Baprathion, on the 8th of duly, tad, as his been 
stated, reunited wl his forea at Neswige, with the 
intention of reposing threo days, whilst his artillery 
und bageage filed on Slottak, 

Davoust Jud on the sumo day, the 8th, entered 
Minsk, whore he found considermble ungizines, stores, 
vad anpplios, will some eamion big the. greater bet 
nol mounted, 

On tho LOth of July Bagrathion veeommeneed his 
march, and on the L8th reached Slontsk, 2 ymko- 
lowiexi and Romanow. 

Platow followed, and, on the f4th, was altnatced ul 
Romuow by Latour Mauhorrg, ut the head of a 
Polish regiment of ehasscurs, 

The Cossteks, however, repelled the assailuils with 
gvent lows, and drove them Inek upon their reserves. 
Tatoue Manhourg endeavouring to repuss a bridge 
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with another regiment, wag oxposed to a severe fire of 
artillery, which rendered his attempt to renew the: . 
combat costly and abortive, 

Several hundred paspue remained in the hands of: 
the Cossacks. 

Bagrathion being informed that ae onomy’ 8 parties 
sallying from Minsk had already been seen at Swislocq 
on the Beresina, only. thirty miles above Bobruisk 
whilst Sloutsk was distant eighty; ordered Raeffskoi 
to march immediately on Bobruisk, and, if opposed, 
“ to foree a passage without regard:to numbers,” whilst 
ho himself, with the 8th corps and the-cuirassiers, fol- 
lowed to support. Platow continued to form the rear 
guard, on which it was expected that the King of 
Westphatia would press. 

On tho, 14th Raefiskoi began his mareh, and Bagra- 
thion on the 16th: on the 18th he reached Bobruisk, 
where ho had been preceded by Racffskoi, whose pro- 
gress had not been resisted. 

Platow had only been followed by the enemy to 
Oureezio, 
Napoloon, displeased with the little vigour shown, 
by tho King of ‘Westphalia in the pursuit of Bagra- 
thion, and in his co-operation with Davoust, placed 
him under that Marshal’s orders, which so offended 
tho King that ho withdrew from the army altogether, 
and, by this abrupt step, delayed the execution of the 
orders sent by Davoust on receiving the command, 
which. circumstance greatly favoured Bagrathion’s 

movement on Bobruisk, 

‘The corps of Janot and Poniatowski with. the 
cavalry of Latour Maubourg, hitherto serving under 
the King’s command, oveninally joined in tho opera- 
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tions of Dayoust, but doo Inte to obtain dhe alvin tages 
that might have bean derived from. thei presence ia, 
Mohilow, .as the relation of sucescding oven(s will 
show, 
Tho Saxon corps under Regnier, which lid also 
belonged to the King’s urmy, was directed to pat 
ilsolf undor the orders of Selawarzeuberg, and Cherefore 
retrograded on Slonim, where tarvived on tho Lot, 
Davoust, Jewing a reginent of the tivision Desuix 
to garrison Minsk, marched on tho 13th, and entered 
Syumon on the 15th, A detachment of lis ouynyy 
tho samo day fell in with a convey of artillery: train 
holonging to Bagrathion’s mmy at Chelni, nour Swis. 
loeq. Tlaving burnt the carries, he commander 
carried off several hundred horses, and about one lie 
dred and Sifty artiflerymen, — Majormgeneral Gronchy, 
with a corps of cavalry, reached Rorisow on the 16th, 
und oeeupied its tate die pont, whieh lau been evicu 
aed by we detachment of four Innulyed horse, who 
retired on Mohilow, leaving some niygizines wtinjured, 
On the 18th Grouchy verehed: Kocklimewe, and ftom 
theues joined Napoleon's wemy by Sienno and Babs 
vowluzls one of his parties, on entering Lepel, enp. 
tured some magazines wad tivo companies of minors, 
Tho division Chastel, whieh Int been under Grouchy’s 
orders, remained attached to Davoust’s eonmand, 
Jolbert, whe with Ids brigade dew aide a simtler 
weep, wer tuking possession of xome mmuyszines ab 
Orszu whieh had nob been destroyed (as the offeer 
charged with thet order had heen taken) rewutted his 
acu nele with (he main ano, 
Davoust, continuing lis march on Borisow, erosseil 
the Beresina, and on the 20th untered Mohilew. 
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Bagrathion, who had crossed the Beresina under the 
protection of tho ramparlis of Bobruisk, and who had 
hoped to anticipate tho arrival of Davoust at Mohilew, 
commenced on the 17th the march of his advanced 
guard, formed by tho Cossacks under Platow, and 
the detachment of Dorokoff supported by Racfiskoi. 
The following day Bagrathion himself moved on with 
tho eighth corps, and composed his rear guard of the 
division of gronadiers under Woronzow, a regiment of 
chasseurs, and one of dragoons, On quittiig Bo- 

‘bruisk, Bagrathion reinforced his army with six bat- 
talions of the reserve that had been stationed there, 
leaving in it a garrison of five thousand and a few 
Cossacks, and directing tho remainder of tho reserve 
al Mozyr ‘to maintain the communications with Ge- 
nerals ‘Lormanssow and Kiow.” 

Bagrathion’s army, thus reinforced, consisted of 
thirty-five thousand infantry, ton thousand cavalry, and 
six thousand Cossacks, with a considerable artillery. 

On the 21st Platow reached Workalabowo, and 
Raoflskoi Staroi Bykhow. Bagrathion arrived there 
tho noxt day, aud receiving an order from Barclay to . 
sond Platow with his Cossacks to join the main army, 
he directed him ‘to proceed by the xoad of Ozanry 
and Mstisluy,” and at tho same timo he ordered a 
bridge: to bo constructed at Novo Bykhow, that he 
might securo a passage for himself in that direction, 
if it should become indispensable. 

On tho 22nd Racllskoi reached Dachkowka. On 
tho samo day Davoust, expecting to be allacked at 
Mohilew, had sent forward a regiment of chasseurs to 
roconnoitre tho voal on which he presumed that Ba- 
grathion might be approaching. About cloven miles 
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from Mohilow, near Novo Soli, his regiment fell in 
with a corps of Cossacks, tader Colonel Syssoraf, 
whieh Reollskoi Tal aso pushed on to ascertahe the 
chamy's positions, and whieh on is advanee tint met 
the thee Russian bachiions al reserve retiring from 

_ Mohilow upon Davoust’s entrance, The Cossneks, 
without pursing, charged; one sruadvon of (he enemy 
was instantly taken, Che remainder fled leaving many 
mens und Davos and General Taso, who werg 
riding afler tho regiment, were themselves all but 
mule prisoners, 

The prosners were only xtopped by some cannons. 
shot fred from a post within three miles of Mohilow, 
whore a regiment of infuntey was stationed, 

Davoust, aflor tho withdruval of the Coasnelks, ade 
vanced his foreg from Mohilew, whieh force, as the 
onomy said, wmountedt ouly to dwelve (ousand men; 
the tivo corps of Funot and Ponintowski, with Chip 
rédo's division of cavalry, not laying then joined 5 but 
the disposition of Loops will prove that it fir exeeeded 
thiut number iv infiutry none, 

Tluving renehed Saltanowka, abows eight miles 
from Mohilow, Devonst barviended the Indlge Cuown 
over & broad and deep ravine that (reversed tho road, 
extonding its left to the Dniepor, and right to the 
hamlet of Fatown—a tolnl length of mot two miles, 

An fim nea tho bridge on the high ronal wes Toop 
holed. "The bridge of the mill was ent, and the build 
ings also loop-holod, Strong batteries were moreover 
esuublished at both posts, 

Three battalions oveupied "Maltanowka, one lat 
talion ntowa, with three in veserve s four battalfous 
wore alationed between Patowa and Seleta, to guard 
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an intervoning wood; and two battalions in front of 
a ravino thal covered the last village; the rest of the 
force was posted botween Soleis and Mohilew—in all 
twonly battalions, besides the éavalry of the division 
of cuivassiers Valones, of the light cavalry of Chastel, 
and a regiment of chassours of the brigade Bor- 
desoult. Thus protcctcd, it was a position of great 
strength, and twolve thousand men were fully ade- 
quate to its defence against any numbers endeavour- 
ing to -force it by a front attack; but the Russians 
say that Davoust bad twenty-cight thousand, whilst 
Racllskoi did not bring into the field twenty thousand, 
so that he could not attempt to turn the position by 
tho right, which was certainly the most practicable 
approach on which to mancuvre.. 

Raoflskoi, at cight in the morning of the 23rd, 
arrived at Sallanowka from Dachkowka, and imme- 
(liately commenced an attack on its bridge. The 
Russians, exposed to an cnfilading battery, suffered 
severely, and all tho efforts of their persevering con- 
rago could not mako any impression at this point, 

An altack at the game time on tho mill and hamlet ’ 
of Fatowa was more successful; both were carried, 
and somo of tho Russians even passed the ravine, but 
cowl not maintain their lodgment after the arrival 
of two of the encmy’s battalions in reserve. 

Tho cnemy, clated with this success, in their tum 
endeavoured to cross the ravine and regain the mill 
and buildings. Notwithsianding the fire of twelve 
guns whch played on thom from 2 commanding height, 
thoy offected passage; but thon the two battalions 
executing this enlorprise were charged, overthrown, 
and obliged to fly back across the ravine, swopt down 
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Lye showers of grape; nov enikl the enemy duvhyg the 
combab aftorwards dispossess the Russias of thelp 
conquest, 

Rooffgkoi and General Vasilichikel again renewed 
their offorts lo pass tho defite of the bride at Bal. 
lwnowka, and dismounting, Jed their men on to the 
abllack; hut Davonst had brought ap all his vogerven, 
and the weight of their fire, adda ta the metural abe 
struction of tho ground, rendered their attempts and 
brilliant oxamplo unavailing. The dupediments were 
insrumountadla, ; 

Tho Russians, obliged to continne on dhe borders 
of tho ravine Lo prevent tho enemy's dese, being 
quito oxposed, expericneed great lass, ‘The action 
continued en draitleuw with an tneasanit cnimoniuty 
mnlil near four in tho afternoon, when Bayrathion, 
who had arriverl, omdloved a retreat, that the enemy 
might not, on reeciving reinforcements holy ox. 
pected in Mohflew, embartuss his movement ab a 
lator ang moro inconvenient period, 

Raclskot gradually withdrew, nor waa he, after 
quitting tho wood now, Nove Solki, molested in hla 
rolrou,, . 

At six tho troops wider Bagrathion, whieh ind 
marched the same day from Stare Bykhaw, united 
with the corps of Raofiskot at Dachkowku, ; 

‘The logs of both antagonisis had heon houyy, nearly 
four thousand killed, wounded, and prisoners on oaelt 
vido, 

This combat hag been the subjoet uf much contro 
vorsy. 

Bagrathion proposed to exeeuto his orders; bat ag 
the event prover, {b was not a judicious provecding, 
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after information had boon obiained by tho rotiring 
troops from Mohilew of Davoust's having reached 
that city. Jlis passago was then loo irresistibly 
barred. 

Tfad he moved on with his wholo foreo, and tuned 
hy its vight the position of Saltanowka, ho might 
have gained tho rear and Mohilew by Selots, Starol 
Bonintei, and Tichowka; but with tho assurance 
thal Davoust was about to ho strongthened by such 
gronl addition of force as reachod him immediately 
aficr tho affair, it would have beon, an wijustifiablo 
risk to have havarded such a flank movoment. 

The Russians wore certainly foiled in their opora- 
tion, bul thoy had displayed’ a fortitude which im- 
pressed. greal respect on their cuemy, and contributed 
much to maintain tho national AS well as military 
xpirit. 

Ou the 24th the army tegained Slaroi Bykhow ; 
on the 26th Nove Bykhow, where, on tho 26th, it 
passe tho Duieper, and moved Lo Propoisk, upon tho 
Hojo. On tho 27th it arrived at Cherikow; on tho 
ysth ab Kriczew, aud on the 29th at Mstislaw, whonce 
il opened for the first time an assured lino of commu- 
niewtion with tho frat army, 

Davonst had uol pursued Bagration, or ondea- 
voured lo precede his wvival at Mstislaw, which ntight 
cusily have heon dono, for Mstislav is only distant a 
little more than fifty miles from Mohilow, and Bagra- 
Union had to make a détour of nearly a hundred and 
twenty-five miles. 

Davoust continned Ull the 28th ab Mohilew, lo 
collect all hia force. He thon vemounted tho Dnieper 
by ite right banks and passing through Syklow and 

\° 
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Orszn. repassed the Dnieper at Doabrawn, whore ho 
ostablishad his headquarters, 

Poniatowsld with his corps aceupiedt Mabibeay on 
the sume day on which Daven quitter it, and diel, 


took post ab Ore. 


Fit ARaY.. - 


Rarelay, on the 80th, bad broker up his camp at 
Poroezig, aud, covereil hy a’ stronys ree yr ander 
Pahten, moved on Khotlinss thet he pruned his 
march on Smalensk, where tho frst aruty Tiel arrived 
on the Ist of Angusl, wit took upaL position an the 
right bauk of the Daieper, 

Platow, who had ofeeted his junetion withont inci. 
dent with the first army, fell bucke an ( ‘Lehantet 5 ned 
Pahilen, who had not ‘heen inten rrupled in his rive. 
monts siuce (uilling Poreezio, touk post wt Nholim, 


Whilst saeh had been the gunrehbes aml eomilors 
marelies, conversions and combieta af Cie init amnies 
acting on the centre, the aperations maf tmenetions 
which had cceurred in the extreme wings of the right 
and left, had been no less active, varied, snupuimry, 
and finportant, , 

Seluvarzenborg, with his thirty thonsand Atstriaus, 
had passed the Boug, on the Ist of duly, ob Drogiozin, 
and moved on Slouim, tating possession with an 
advanced dofachment of some vidible naysaiies in 
Pinak. 

Fovnttuissaw, who led otiginuly Lut (we divisions 
of infantry under his command, hit heen reinfoveed | 


* 


duny, L813, OPERATIONS OF FIRST ARMY. OF 


* 
hy lave more wider Markow, belonging to Bagrathion, 
whose army thoy lad been uiablo to reach on its 
retreat, 

‘Tormunssow had also a considerable cavalry force 
of regulars, Cossacks, aud Kalmoucks, with a vary 
large supply of artillery. Altogether his troops niffeht 
amount to -forly 5 thoggamd ; bal amongst them wero 
many new levies,” 

On tho 17th og ormayssow edotermined to 
undoriake an .offg vomont. from Luisk (his 
. headd-quarters) in. tho *¢ redion,of Wolkowich, to 
monaco the enemy's communications wilh and in the 
duchy of Warsaw. 

Regnier, who, with the Saxons, had heen ordered 
back by Napoleon to join Sclavarzcnberg when 
Napoleon placed tho army of tho King of Westphalia 
under Davoust's orders, reached Slonim on the 19th 
of duly, and there recoived directions to march on 
Kobrin to oppaso ‘Tormaussow’s movement. 

Selovurzenberg, who was to have advanced on 
Minsk hy Napoleon’ x orders, Snding that Vormanssow 
had collected ifs forces in such'strongth, snapended his 
movotents wil glthough Napoleon approved of this 
suspousion wider the slated circumstances, still, muvil- 
liiyg lo evedit what he disliked, he expressed great 
doubly of the acenracy of Cho information, and noted 
his belief in one of his letters to Berthier, in whieh ho 
obyerved that 'Tormunssow nevertheless would be 
+found not to have more than eight or nine thousand 
Jad troops.” 

On the 26th of duly a brigade of Regutor’s corps, 
commanded by Klingil, entered Kobrin, where it was 


surrounded hy Tormanssow ; and after a brave resist- 
a) 
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auce of nine hours, in whieh it lost: bye Chea 
wen killed and wounded, was aldigel fo surventer ¢ 
(wo thousual dee Tmdredt ten hud down thede 
arms, wilh Jone sland of colours, and eight, piecws of 
eqnno, 

Reenter endenvowred, hy a freed imarehy to sup. 
port Klingils but finding, when it (he ueighbourhoned, 
the, ho lind arvived too hite, he tell haek on Slonim, 
where he waited with Selnwarzenberg. 

Tormanssow merehed with a portion of dis fovea 
on Projany, and detached xome Jight tranps in rear 
of the Austrine towards Dialystoek wal Waray, 
whoero the constermalion was se pret, and whane)e 
tho panie so widely spread, that Loisun, who eon 
manded ab Kinigshayg, tarehed Chen on Restonherg 
with Len thousand men to veintores Sehwiurzenberg 
aud Rognier, F 

Tormanssow, onaarrassed for provisions ml jew 
lous of his magazines in Wolhynia, on fueling that 
Sehwarvenbey and Regaiier were Autvanedng: upon 
him, vetived and (aok post ut Garoilecamt, Tal eway 
between Kobrin andl Prajuy. 

Selwwarzenhorg and Reygaier pressed forwards, cngor 
to avenge the aflvont ab Soebriny dat all the onder 
prises against tho detached Russian eorpec were lattled 
hy the vigilance and judicions dispositions of thelr 
commuundors, 

Unfortimately, Tormanssow, nob having been joined 
hy his reserve consisting of thirteen thonsand men, « 
could ouly place cighleon thansual in position, whilst 
{he sonfelonts fovea was composed of tiletven thon 
sid Srxont and Gventy-five thongund Asstt 
Bub the position was a strong one, A marsh Iny tn 
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‘front and swept round it, affording scourity to the 
rear of tho right, aud skirting tho left for about threo 
milog to the souree of the rivulet by which the marsh 
was formed, aul where a thick wood, nearly as long 
anda milo and a half deop, continued lo bend round 
within tivo miles of the Kobrin road, the only line of 
relvoat for the Russians and which lay through 
Towele. 

Tho position may therefore bo described as a groat 
half-moon batlory, with tho marsh as ils glacis and 
partial wot-ditch, Over this marsh van three dykes: the , 
first formod tho great road fram Prujany lo Kobrin; 
tho sceond, the roule of Poddonbno, was not prac- 
licallo for artillery; the third made a ronte from 
Chovileow lo Kobrin and Brest Litowski. 

Tormanssow had only proposed to defend tho first 
woule, as boing the ono most likely to be assniled. 
The onomy, porcoiving this disposition, changed their 
plan of attack,” nud moved in force along the third 
route, whilst ab daybreak of (he morning of the 12th 
of Angust they directed also an atiempt to surprise 
and seize a passuge by the seeoud causeway, A 
Hixon dolauuent had already passed the marsh, 
when it was attacked by Kamonskoi and driven 
buck, 

Twenty-four pieces of cannon playing vigorously 
upon the apposite ground, wth Bolkoia Poddoubo, a 
tho enomy in cheek ab thet point. 

The main ablack, directed by Reguier in potson, 
and which was conducted along the third roule to 
urn the left of the position, was more guecessfil, 

The advanced grard, chilly composed of cavalry, 
passed tho marsh withont any interruption, ahd, gein- 
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ing the gsowreo of the mush stream, entered, and 
deployed from the weed inte the pluin behind the 
Russian loft. 

The supporting colunma followed, 

Tormmanssow Tied nob expected this moyenwnt, Te 
had been led te suppose Cink tle grand wattle iat 
permit ibs Int he applied great energy te varreet (he 

avounlicit and, fecling no longer iy uneasiness: for 
his righ(, where he left only one regiment af infty 
and ono of dragoons, he withdreay the reminder of 
tho force to the pot altteked? ated torment with it 
a new ling of defence opposite the Saxons, who kept 
extending lo their right in order Cait they might yin 
the Kobrin roal at Zuvjurie, td this eneireling tho 
position, close the Russians within if amt five a 
surrender, 

Daring the time these movements were nothing the 
artillery on both sides was fereely engaged, 

To reghnents of Saxon eavaley the Hohengzetlern 
aid Polentz--in wi ukletupl to puss the left at 
Lambert's division, were charged hy the tits of 
Pavlograd nnd af Mexmideny and were ent tr piece, 
Sone few fugitives Uyiag upon tie rad oat’ Crest 
LitdWveki fell inlo the liuls of a detached jinty 
commanded hy Colonel Roxen, ail were made pris: 
oners. 

Reguicr, Dafled tn his hope of nudging: a lodgement 
in tho rear of the position, ordered an atinel on the 
Russia canted pen Paddyube, and covered it: with 
a heavy fire from (he Avateinn latleries which ad 

, deen established ab Chat points hut the adtaek filled, 
* alliough made with great intvepidity, 
The Qnd regimout of uxon light infulry preserved 
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itself and acquired much evedit by forming a square, 
aud beating off a vigorous charge of cavalry. 

Towards ovening Regnier renewed his atlack al 
this sumo points and a battalion of the Austrian regi- 
ment of the brave Colloredo, wading up to its knees, 
and laboriously struggling through the presumed im- 
practicablo part of the marsh noar Poddoubo, gained 
the heights crowned by tho Russians, and opening a 
five on their flank, enabled Regnier to establish himself 
on the crest; but only fora short poriod, as bofore night- 
fall the high ground was recovered; but tho onemy 
yemained immovable on the southern side of the marsh, 

Another attempt of the Saxons to tun the Russian 
left was also foiled, and the Russian regiment left lo 
gird the firsi dyke—the dyke of Gorotleczna—suc- 
cossfully resisted sevoral atlempis made by tho Aus- 
trinns Lo adyanes, 

This combat cost the confederates between four and 
five thousand Iilled and wounded, and the Russian loss 
wus nearly equal. 

‘ormanssow had no allernative but to retire; for 
Regnier during tho night might draw considorable 
reinforcements from tho Austrian corps ab Gorédeczna, 
ay ho had yet engaged but cighteon batinlions and 
forty-cight siynadvons out of the thirty-nino battalions 
ul sixty-six squadrons of which tho uniled army was 
colnposed, 

On tho 18th of August Regnier advanced to make 
nother effort against the Russian lefty bat he found 
in the position only a vewr guard under Lambort, which 
foll back quictly throngls Tewele, "Tho cnemy ontored 
Kobrin the same day, and the Russians retived behind 
tle Moule Nawwelsa. 
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Schwarzenberg, ft hig despatel: glviige an neeomit of 
this conbat, wrole: Another how's: Hight would 
have ensured the destruction ov the sirvender af the 
Russians.” On whieh Napoleon ix suit to Tae ah 
gorved—“ Or another Aistrian Deigule sent before 
dark to Regnier.” 

Tormanssow, in nob watching hatter hig deft, and 
guurding the wood at tho source of the mushy rividet, 
certainly compromised the safety of his eoarps; bnt 
happily for Russian ehie&, the valour of ely goldiery 
will always repeir tho fialts they commit, if reparadble 
by fortilude and invincible ated fastness, 

On the J5th of August the Russinn rear gud wis 
ablacked withont any serious fupression hedge mide 
on ib near Novo Selki, and the next diay at Divin, 
On tho L7th it reached Samary withent any moles. 
ition. 

Jormanssow had arrived ab Rate on the 17th, wud 
having veinforewd himself with the detueliments of 
Tehaplita mul Prinee Khewirskoi, miederod ny fore of 
dventyeieht (housed inens Dat as hie learned nat 
the army of (he Dine ander Tehiviagow was whont 
{0 Join him, tn consequence of the penee with Turkey 
being ratified through the muectintion of the Paylist at 
Constentinople, he determined to retrograde behind 
the Btyr, where, on the 20th, the whole army was 
oalublished, with Late us its headquarters, 

Selnvarzonborg, whose marek laid preven impeded by 
the awallon sluts of the rivers, and whe ale now heard 
of the approach of the Danuhe army, stopped his pur 
suit ab the Styr. 

These operations had been advantageans to the 
Russian eontral forces, as they tind) prevented the 
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oxcention of Napoleon’a order for tho junction of the 
Austrians with Davoust, and thus crippled tho move- 
ments which might then have boon vendored disastrous 
(o Bagrathion, ‘They had algo kept tho troops in tho 
duchy of Warsaw and neighbourhood on an uneasy 
defensive, and favoured political transactions in pro- 
gress by tho means and enorgy displayed in resistance 
‘do tho invador. ; 
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When Ravclay retired from Drissa, Wittgenstein 
was loft ab Polcomisy with about twonty-fve thousand 
men, exclusive of the garrison of Riga, to check the 
corps of Macdonald aud Oudinot, which it was sup- 
posed were manwuyring to gain tho line of commuui- 
cation, with &, Potorsburg through Pskow. 

Macdonald, who had quilted Rossicny on the 4th of 
July, had advanced lowards Riga, and with the Pras- 
slut corps occupied Mittan, Bransk, and Jacobstadt. 

Tho governor of Riga, Essen, had posted his ad- 
vanteo ab Mieka, whonee it was dislodged after a sharp 
combat, in which the loss on each side amounted to 
about (ive ov six lnudred men. 

On the LOth of July Mssen had burnt the suburbs 
of Riga, as the enemy had taken possession of the 
island of Daklenhohn, 

Wittgenstein, heaving that Ondinot with the second 
corps was proparing do march by Rejitze and Giouwain 
on Sebije, which Tay in his rear, whilst Macdonald, hy 
orosting the Tue ab Jacobstadl, contomplated tu 
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jumetion wt that poiut sous to eat Tinea! from Pskow, 
delommined to march direct on Sebije, aul itiseaneert 
the plan of combination, 

Iinding, however, Het Quelinot Ind alveddy renehert 
K]instilyy, he summoned a eounedl af war, where Tl wig 
agreed Chat the sitiely of 8. Petershaeg required 
the ativek ov defeat af Oudinet wherever he tight he 
reached.” : 

Tho advaneed parties of Ondinet and Wit genstein 
firgh met on the 80th of duly at lakubowe, abot a 
mile from Klinstitsy, wid a skimmixh eommose ral whieh 
afforded time for the arrival of hath the wdyune ip carps, 
when the action was continue with ineroaset spirit 

Tho Russians having w consider nd vantage in 
artillery-—as the enemy's front, eoiteeted hy a waodd 
on the vight and w village on the left, only pornitted 
the smployment of Gvelve: pieews, whilat the (isdn 
could bring to bea forty pieeys on it (ie enemy fell 
hack hehinul Jakahawo. 

Ab three in the altevnaan the fssinne recommenced 
the netion, With ae regiment of ehasseurs, on the eliitenn 
of dakubowos (ho ehesseies tad poeta inte: the 
funer eottl, but were there repulsed, 

Ondinot hoping fo profit hy that cheek, advanced 
on tho Russian contre with tho antes af his favee, Init 
was drivon back by the buttories, wil notwithstanding 
reinforcement, was withle Co make way preygress, 

Wittgenstein in his tien moved forward, wud the 
shony, overpowered by the iupebtosity of his wttact, 
damdoned Kliastitsy und withdyew behind the Nitela, 

Ab cight on the cusuing morning, tle dtst, the 
Russians (brow a bridge over the river, when Oudinol, 
(nding himsell tarned on his right, set fire to lls own 
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bridge, and abindoning Wliastilsy, in which he had left 
the preceding ovening a feeblo rear guard, withdrew on 
Polotzk 5 ‘Int tho enemy's bridge was only partially 
eanatuiall: for tho Russian grenadiors, rushing through 
tho flames, gained tho opposite sido, and gueceeded in 
oxlinguishing (hom, so as to permit the passage and 
an almost uninterrupted pursuit. 

Oudinot during the night crossed the Dryssa, leaving 
a brigade fo watch the fords, and took post at Ohol- 
arzina, 

Wiltgenstein’s wholo force had not exceeded twonty- 
‘dleht thousand men; Oudinot’s amounted to about 
twenty Chousand, 

Tho enemy lost much of thoir “‘bagenge, and a thou- 
saul prisoners; the numbers of killed au wounded 
wore also considerablo, 

‘he most important issue, however, of tho success Was 
thal Who enemy’s plan of lodging himsel! on tho road 
to Pekow was bafilod; that result in all ils bearings 
was of vast advantage lo the general interests, 

Coneral Koulniefl, who with a strong advanced guard 
Inul pusherd on to the Dryssa, under orders “not to 
evoss Ghat viver until tho main body, distant fifteen 
miles, had approached,” heing over zealous, deviated 
from his orders, and erossed. ab a ford near Dernowiczi 
in Uo night between the 81st of Ady and the Ist of 
Anpnabs and urged forward by a first partial success, 
plunged stuldenly upon tho whole corps of Oudinol, 
wilting his advance in the position of Ohoiarzina, 

Thus compromised, aud embarrassed in a close 
(lelie into which his reserve had also heedlessly 
tlvown itself, arrested in front by an artillery 
ranged in form of an amphitheatre, that poured its 
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five into and plonghed the whole pass, Koulaied in 
vain cndeavoured to bring forward sone puna and 
forca a déhonchement. very effort wits ineleetands 
his cohuun was obliged to recede in confision, nn 
regain tho Dryssa in-w péte ele disartder, hun 
doning a thotsund devd, fee Tautred prisoners, 
tvolve guns, Gunbrily, Ke, 

Koulnio did overything that a breve affleey eould 
do to ropnir his finlt and imitizate the nistortine 
gallantly exposing himsell to restore order, and tinder 
tho heaviest fro he was rallying the liussirs of Grado, 
when he fell, stuck dewl by a eaimon Jal, ane thus 
honourably paid the ponally of his dapatient seat, 

Verdier, who had heen senk in puvsnit wid Ts 
division, prevented the Russinns from rallying at 
Siwolchina, as waa propostdd, aud pushed them lack an 
Sokolitaa, where they were joined hy a suecome des 
spalched by Willgenstein on receiving: natiee of the 
disaster and distress of his uelynneedt putts Witt 
gonslein Timself dso pressed forward with his whole 
carps lo Colowrazezina, Where he iamerintedy took up 
v favomable position, with his right resting ana wood, 
wid his loft on the Niteha, 

Verdier, uiniindtiel af Koulnielt's fate and Ue lessor 
ib should hove tough, porsisted in his serumbling 
advance, and anddenly also fund himselt ins dhe 
presenca of Withgonstein’s whole foree, whose iret 
line wes formed by sixteen Dattalions, with fone dnt 
(alions in front of Che Manks, and ine buttutens in the 
second tine, (he whole fi columns, 

The cuvalry under Prince Repmin was stationed in 
rear of the contre, with sume syundyons advaneed on 
the Teft of the first line to watell the plait on the lett 
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of Golowrszozina, Above sixty picecs of cannon 
swept the approaches to the position. 

Vordion’s audacity did uot forsake him in this emor- 
gency, aud ho judiciously attempted to extricate 
himgelf by a bold offensive domonsization, but the 
troops which ho Uuew forward wero crushed at once 
by tho Russian avtillory fire. 

Witigoustein, seeing the impression made, ordered 
an immediate aliack with his wholo force on the 
chemy’s wings, ‘Their left gavo way on tho first onsct, 
Some battalions, favoured by a wood on the right, 
into which thoy had thrown themselves, offered a short 
resistance, but all in tho wood wero finally cub to 
pieces, or laid down their arms, 

Wiltgonstein himself, who led this attack, was 
wounded in tho head, but he had the wound dressed 
in tho field, and would not withdraw. 

‘Tho enemy, overwhelmed and menaced in rear of 
hoth flanks, fled beyond the Dryssa, crossing tho river 
at Siwvokhina, During tho night the Russian light 
troops passed the Dryssa, and pushed on to Borarichina, 

Oudinol on the 2nd of Angust collected his shatlerod 
foreo at Beloio; the sane night he retired on Polotzk, 
Tho Russian piequols took post ab Beloic, and tho 
main body al Siwokhina, 

Tho cnemy lost in Uieso three days’ combats al least 
ight Uhousand killed, wounded, and prisonors 3 the 
Russinns live thousand, 

Alextider, on receiving tho official accounts, imme- 
diately conforred on Wittgenstein the Cross of S, 
George of tho second class, with a pension for himself, 
ud for his Countess in easo of hor survivorship, 

Sueh had been tho vivissitudes of fortime in one 
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and the same day; but not ofa enprieios fortine, tov 
the pennllica inilieted were due wusl just consequences 
of jncousidenite ardonrs as Verdier tad heen the 
moat to bhune, from contempt of recent example anid 
Ye admonition, so wos his reverse (ie mast severe, 

Tho French gener Rivard, wh the head af sono 
Prussians, had entered Dammabury ont the Pst of Vryeusi, 
and burnt ov othenwise tlestveyed all fhe material lol 
there, ineluding, as the Hreneh sty, forty heavy pris, 

On the other und, (he (own of Sehlock, on die Ag, 
was rotuken by a smidl fotilhey of Maglish wid Russie 
armed boats which advance! to the city of Mittan, 
whence it Wook ewey several hows al eased ponent 
alarm in the enemy's cantommenls. 

Tho Buglish portion of the flotilla was conmmauntod 
by Caplain Stewart, ILN,, who lect tlie expuitition in 
British naval style, to the alinidion off fies mt well 
ay friends, 


Anuxannen, ~ Aloscow, 


Whilst the) Russian qnilitay were making these 
heroic olords, anit shedding so copionsdy Choir blond in 
vcontlics whore the predaudmeting superiovity of force 
against (hom lil heen regnrded as irresistible, even 
by most of the. sincerest wellewishers to Hasina and 
ho Maropean evuse for whieh she was econtentity, 
Aloxauder himself was calling tute uetion all tho 
canons chergies of Ure uation, nul electri ing it by 
his speeches, addresses, an pursonal exertions, 

The muion responded lo his appeal with wa enthu 
siaslic adoption of his views religion and Joyally 
» wsed their patriotism to the highest point of exalu- 
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tlon—ono spirit, porvaded all classes—one ery of 
“victory or death” resounded through the <mpire. . 

Thero was no exaggoration of professions. Tho 
“feclings oxcited and expressed wore pure and holy, 
omanations of virtue, duly, and loyaliy—qualities that’ 
characterise and coustilute genuine love of country, 
and on which, ag exhibited by tho Russian peoplo, 
limo and ovents have stamped tho immortal seal of 
truth. 

Money, material; equipments, and supplies of all 
kinds, horses, conveyances, and personal service were 
volo by avelamation, and contributed with voluntary 
wel. 

On the 28rd of July the Emperor arrived in Moscow. 

On the 27th, aflor divine service, he repaired to the 
hall of the Noblesse, and then (o the hall of the Mer- 
chants, “to thank them for their aid, and to ayow 
without any concealment the inereasing dangors of tho 
coumlry. 

[Lis recoption was accompanied by so many affoc« 
lionnte proof of aliachment and fidelity, that he could 
hardly control his emotions; ang the largesses of all 
kinds wore so considerable, that he felt obliged to limit 
the excess, ina proclamation published on (he 30th of 
the same month, 

Alextaider then proceeded to 5, Potersburg, whore 
the samo cordial weleomo greclod his arrival, and 
where he forthwith issued all the orders suilablo to the 
orisis, 

From 4, Petersburg Alexander repaired te Abo 
with the English tmbassador Lond Catheart, to ratify 
the wreuty of offensive aud defensive alliance with the 
King of Bweilen, 
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Unity Russian Aries or Banonay anp Aditas 
MION—I owe AND Secon, A RMTBH. 


Tho amies of Baveluy wul Bagrathion Inuit iiited 
al Sinolensk on the 8rd of Argsust, aid composed i 
foreo of a amared and twonly thousand men. 

On tho Git a conned of wor was held, in whieh it 
was resolved to break: into the enemy's quarters at 
Rouduia, Babinowie’, aid Orem with the hopes of 
filling upon (he separated corps, or competing: te lnsaty 
rebrograde moveront of coneonination ad some marche’ 
distance under grow disndvantage, hy whieh Une Rus 
sian conmanders might prolit, 

On the 7th the army, divided: into: three columns, 
commenced its moyemenL ‘Tonehkoll commanded the 
right, Doctorow the centre, and Bagrathion the tert 
column, 

Novorofiskot was detuhed with ight Chousind 
men lo oeetpy Mrasnod, iid goad, iiil he was 
united with Bagrathion, the line of the Daieper on 
its left bauk from (hence lo Smolensk, 

On tho 8th the army, whieh Imad taken post in ad 
vanes of Prikw Wydrw el Katann,  instend af 
continuing the march on Ronda by bikowe, inelinal 
to its right, and gained the roud from Witepak to 
Smolensk ab Stubua, as Barelay tind taken vn akon 
ab (he possible attempt of the enemy to tupu his right 
hy (het route through Poreezie, where they bad unex. 
peclodly appeared. 

"Thus on tho very secoud day Barclay resumed the 
dolonsive, 

Tho advanced guard under Plutaw ual heliyg 
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informed in time of this chango of direction, continued 
its forward movomont, and at Molewo Boletto fell in 
with an advance of Murat's, consisting of six thousand 
horso, with a rogimont of light infaaulry commandod-by 
Sebastian. 

An action commoneed, in which Platow mado about 
five hundred prisonors. 

On tho 9th Barelay moved to Metchiaki, and was 
roplaced at Prika Wydra by Bagrathion. 

Platow fell back on Gawriaki, and tho next day 
marehed to Kholim, and Pahlen to Leutcha. 

Gagrathion finding that the original plan of offensive 
operations was abandoned, and dissatisfied at theso 
vacillations, determined to return to Smolonsk, assign~ 
ing officially as his reasons, “that his troops wore 
ailflering groatly from the bad water at Prike Wydra, 
aul that his division at Krasnoi by the enemy’s ad- 
vancg from Orsza on Rasnssna was too much ox~ 
posed,” 

Burclay ascortaining that tho enemy had quilted 
Porcezio, and being no longer uncasy for his right, 
minouncorl his intention lo execule the original design 
of his movement from Smolonsk. 

On the [th ho oceupied Leutcha and Cholamots, 
aud on the 16th Kasplia aid Wolokowaia. 

Bagrathion, who had been recalled from Smolensk 
Almost as soon ad ho had reached it, moved on Nadwa, 

Platow ro-esliublished himself at Likowo, 

Napoleon, who had discovered from the affair ab 
Molowo Bolelto the intentions of Barclay, and who 
had finally made up his mind to movo on Moscow 
inatoad of §. Pelorsburg, which some of his genorals 
had advised, foll that his army was commibted by tho 
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great dispersion of the eaulomments, wil Cait nob a, 
moment should be lost for reunion and operation, 

With remarkable energy anil activity he lirought 
his loft from Surajo to Janowlead on Tho thal Aiyzust, 
On tho Lith he veashed Weleckowlesi; on the Lath, 
Liosnn. Grouchy with the cavalry from Nikoulina 
marched fo Hasassna, whore General ehh’ the sine 
day {hrew threo bridges over the Duieper, and a tonrth 
ab Khomine, whilst the Vieorny entered Ladhuwiexi, 

Davoust, who moyed along the left lank of the 
Dnieper, united his amy ab Dowhrawna; and Ney 
with his corps and the cavalry of Numsouty and Mont 
brun, breaking up fron Mohilew arrived at lomo 
on tho round to Krasnei, whilkt Porintowski and 
Junob marched from Orsat in the same direetion, 

Tho whole of these forces antomiled ta two hiuulred 
and fifty thousmad combats, ineluding (hirty-tive 
thousand cavalry ancl the combinations for, drei 
reassomblage, the aeenmmey of the dispositions, and 
colerily of the exveution (analy carps dene pet 
arriving UL after the eeeupution of Sinaloa cheough 
some inistake of ae erder) entided: Nipaleon aud all 
the ehiolk to mach eredit,  Ehowa a momorable utile 
tary lesson. 

Lxelusively of this operating free, Macdonald, Que 
dinot, and 4, Cyr, who had been detached to refifores 
Oudinot after Verdior’s disaster ul Golawrszezina, ves 
mained with Uhoir carps in front of Riga aad af Dimes 
Iurg, anid ab Polotak, to wateh Wittgenstein ind Haven, 
who were expecting reluforeemeuts from Wiha. 

Ciurvisoms were also established al Rowno, Wilia, 
Minsk, Slonim, Bovisow, Mohilew, Ora, Witepat, 
mul various of ler shations, 
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Scluvarzenborg and Regnier continged in Wolhynia ; 
Dombrowski obseryod the Russians al Bobruisk; and 
Mozyt and Angoronn, with nearly sixty thousand mon 
as a disposnble reserve, occupied the country belweon 
the Rhine and the Vistula, 

Napoleon had himself reached Tasassna on tho 
ldth. Grouchy the same day had driven two rogi- 
menis of Cossacks out of Liady and Noy with his ad- 
vanced division had surprised and attacked Noverofl- 
skoi ab Krasnoi, carrying the town defended by ono 
of his hattalions, which was supported by tho remainder 
ino position behind the town. 

Noveroflskoi, pressed in his rear by an enemy for- 
midably superior in numbers, and environed by at 
least cighleen thousand cavalry which had collocted 
during the combat headed by Murat, formed his 
columns dito hollow squares that gave sheller lo Ute 
dragoons of Kharkow attached lo the division, ITo 
continned to niake good his retreat through an open 
comnry: fortunately the high road along which ho 
nurehed wag planted with trees on both sides, like 
tho chanssées of rauce, and these formed his defence 
against the charges of the onemy. 

When towards dark he had gained Korytnia, fitteen 
miles from Smolensk and ag many from Krasnoi, the 
enemy desisbed (rom (heir atlack, This gallant corps, 
composed chiefly of new levies, lost five guns and 
fifteen hundred mon, bub acquired for its commander 
wid self meh honor. 

‘Nhe nexb morning Noyerollskoi rolired tmmolested 
on Smolensk, meeting abou half way the corps of 
Racllskai, which Bagrathion had seul lo hig suecour. 

Bageithion lad himself proposed lo cross the 

«2 
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Dnieper at Watana ta aesial, Neveralfakals hint, at 
lonrning Ghat his retrent wer assnved, Ie withdrew tho 
three bridges whieh he had constructed, wad hastened 
to Sinoleusk. 

Barclay, on receiving this intelligences, whumdened 
ll his offensive projects, if ever any were gerdonsly 
entertained, wid moved wilt the whitest mypidity to 
regain Smolensk, 

On the 16th of August: Murat and Neg reached 
Lonbnia, nino miles from Smolensk, On the [6th 
Noy presented himself Delors Binolenss, when a geyere 
fualado contmenced ab the outsldvis of tie eity hite 
which Bagrathion had entered, aml eluse to whieh the 
sane evening Barclay agin taak ap Tis position pon 
tho wight bank of (a Drieper, after eight days? fruit. 
less marching and eomternmrehing., These yain 
efforts wero most infirions to tite merle we well aa 
the afficioney of Barelay'’s army, whieh was vedieed (6 
the oxtoub of wt lost sis Charani amen diy diutigue, 
sivkness, and meorutling, the devitehle vonaequenes 
of such ineonsiderate iid rapid movements without 
any prepuration for de regutue tie of supplies to 
mw) or horse, 

Barelay, from tho conmoneeuent ef the eunpaipn, 
nover aeviously proposed to havavd a peneral lnttle 
hub he had rot Aeninesa, power, or weigdit enough to 
avol his object, even to the Mmporor, Te tele lin 
sel!’ obliged to coquetta with the opinions of athera 
possessing almost equal authority from personal influ. 
ness and Cia he appeared to ho always wavering 
and wandering in yuutha of imeertainty, without any 
fixity of syslom hy which lo regulate his operaliongy 
and shape (heir vourse, + 

* Kone of the gorerale nflemed ton Yamal, 
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To might have beon right in a plan for weakening 
the onemy by vomoving him from his resourees, and, 
onlangling Lim in a hostile country, knowing tho 
destructive clemenig on which he might rely for aids 
but ho should have spared moro his own troops, by 
loss hurriod and harassing movements, and by giving 
to the mass a (tne direction from the outset, in con-' 
formity with his secrot views: this he might havo 
done without making his intentions manifest to tho 
enemy, : 

Hvory regular soldier was of too great value to be 
improvidently imperillod, 

Barclay, having constructed bridges - over tho 
Duteper, opposite Smolensk, ordered Bagrathion to 
reeross tho river, and inke post at Kolodnia, about 
six miles from Smolensk, on the road lo Moscow, but 
lo leave four regimonts of Cossacks, under Karpow, to 
wateh the Chien Ostrog ford. Te then replaced 
Bagralhion’s corps in Smolousk with thirty thousand 
mnon drawn from his own drmy, who woro distributed * 
in tho suburbs, advanced works, and covered ways, 
aud behind the loopholed battiomonts of tho walls. 

Smolensk is distant five luudyred and thirtcon miles 
fron $, Petersburg, and about two Iundred and 
eighty from Moscow, A. brick wall, with loopholod 
battlements, about thivly feel high and eighteen fect 
thick al the base, surrounds it, and forms a somi- 
cirele of about three miles and a half. Thirty towers, 
irregtlarly placed and built, some being rond, some 
square, with roofs made of wood, butt oul from the 
wall. ‘Che walls of these towers, which are hollow, 
aro hob more then lf the thickness of the curtain 


walls. 
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In front of the wally are a deep dry difeh andl a 
covered way and glieis, Inut the eovered way hid ne 
regular eonummications with the towa antil they were 
inade by the Russhune ab the taement of the wttael, 
hore were tee gates: one hy the side of dhe river 
Jed over a bridge covered hy iu eld ete die pont 
to the S Petersburg suburh, wid whieh was) called 
from its size “La hasse Ville.” ‘Chis auhtrh way 
populous and woulthy, but the houses were made of 
woud. 

‘Two other gates, Milakhofskin oud Nikolskia, 
opened on the comlry sy a halfaneon werk of earth 
covered tho Malakhofskin or Nrasnoi pate, wliel 
was (lanealt on the tft hy an old) tastion, alan of 
carth, andoon the right hy tu earthwork polygon of 
five bastions, not palisaded, easily aeatealile, saat oped 
in the re. 

Tho towers could nob reevive netillery, amd the 
Russians had no hey yu to plant in any part of 
the works, 

Thevo were flye suburbs close up ta the glaeis, one 
on each flank, whieh deseonded te the rivers ope, 
whilat three in the contre of the xanthan front ean 
nected lopether favoured a enemy's approneh,* 

Tho city was fll of chivehes, with painted domes 
to tho belfvies, of whieh yonerally one was in the 
centre, surrounded by four smell ones, Many: af the 
houses wero of woot and separated by jaurdens 5 iit 
these houses, when afterwards fired, mest of the 
wounded miserably perishal. Altogether it was ous 
of (tw [east regularly defonnible places that could ho 


“Tho they coutuil wuburbs, ninking te tice birt ous, were endtcd Mati 
faut, Roslinl, Nikolekut. 
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imagined, and when tho enemy ontored, ils weakness 
cused them much mortification and surprise, 

On tho L7th, about cight in the morning, Doctorow, 
who commanded in the city, finding that the enomy 
had crept during the night into the suburbs Mistilaul 
and Roslaul, and Nikolskoi on tlie southern front, 
whenee they annoyed his Woops by a sharpshooting 
fivo, ordored a sortic, and quickly cleared thém. 

Napoleon, expecting to bo attacked, drew out his. 
army, arraying seventy thousand men in his first line, 
aul displaying ‘thirty thousand cavalry; bul, finding 
that the Russians only defended the suburbs, against 
which o galling attack had beon maintained all day, 
ho delermined, about to in the afternoon, to carry 
Smolensk by storm, 

Ney directed his corps against the bastion called 
the glladel, and the suburb of Krasnoi. Davoust 
ilirevlod Gudin to erry the Mistilaul, and Morand 
tho Jtoslaul and Nikolskoi suburbs, T'riant connocted 
Morand with Poniatowski, who was charged wilh the 
assault on tho Raczenka suburb and tho eastern 
quarter of the city, Murat ab the same tine charged 
and dvove in tho Russian cavalry stationed on that 
flunk; their retvoat enabled Poniatowski to establish 
sixty picves of camion on the height above Raczenka, 
whence he cnliladed the Russian bridges Ul a Rus- 
rian baltiery was established on the opposite side of 
the river, and on equal heights, by the English General 
Sir Rohert Wilson, which raked his line of battery; 
tuud compelled its removal from the position: by this 
withdrawal*tho bridges were preserved." ‘The battle 
now raged with matnal fury and carnage through the 

* Sau tho Mnglivh Gonoral’s deapatel: that follows, 
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whole somicivele, and continued for dive hows hefora 
the Russians withdrew from the snags It even 
then thoy Jeft tronpt in the covered ways, Ones, 
indeod, the suburb of Nikolskoi wis reeaeenpied bya 
sully with the division af Konawniteya, lick ageedit 
relinquished. 

As soon as tho subyrbs were in possession of the 
cnomy, a hundred mud fifty pieces af caiman, many 
of them twelye, did some cighteonpomdensy played 
incessantly rpon tho wall ef the enrkiin to Inetter 
g& breach; wud wbout five o'clock on dirhiyg assutll 
was made on the gale Milakhofshia, whieh far a 
moment wes glued 5 bul Bonawnilayn and the yalliit 
Princo Mapino of Wirlemherg, always inext conspi- 
ouons dn every danger wid whe had fast heen went 
by Borelay to rofifores Ue purrison, chinged forward 
and recovers| possession, 

Tho cnemy's grape wid shella contimed to pain 
into and sweep the covered ways, compelling their 
abundoument, aid sebling on fire the roots af the 
towers and many of the henses i tie e|dfy lat 
neither projectiles nor thunes could dislodge the Rags 
sians from the ramparts, 

Al saven o’glock tho enemy renewed the nsauilts, 
bub in vain. ‘They were oven driven out of the 
stburh of Krasnoi by w reinforvoment whieh Barely 
had despatchod across the river to strengthen that 
quarter, 

At nine tho entuonade censed, and the Russians 
again oveupied the eovered ways, lo give awlaria i ease 
of any atlentpts to approach ond undermine the walla, 

The incidents of the night will be found in the” 
despateh"of the Mnglish General, aud therefore it will 
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atifico horo to giale that tho city ~was voluntarily 
evacuated hefore morning, 

Tho Wrench having entered found themselves in 
possession of only burning ruins. Napoleon must have 
regrelicd that he had not avoided the bloody sacrifice 
of twelve thousand of his gravest troops—and nono 
yer behaved botter—by a movomont direct from 
Wilopsk, on tho right bank of the Dniepor, which 
would have alarmed Barclay for his communications. 
with Moscow, and necessitated his retreat from Smo- 
lonsk, Barelay, as has beon stated, had directed 
Bagrathion “lo lake the high road to Moscow along 
tho right bank of the Dnieper, as far as Kolodnia, six 
miles from Smolensk, and there post himself behind 
tho Kolodnia river; but to leave four regiments of 
Cossucks, under Karpow, opposite Chion Ostrog, 
threo mniles from Smolonsk, where there was a ford 
over the Dnieper, which thoy wero vigilantly to 
walch,” : 

Tho Russian army, on abandoning Smolensk, bi- 
youacked on some heights about tivo miles beyond, in 
tho direction of Poveezic, and awaited thore diving 
the whole day the cnomy’s oxpected atlack ; this, 
however, was confined to some feeble atlempts mado 
to offech a lodyment in tho suburb of $. Petors- 
burg. For this purposo various detachments Grossed 
ab different fords; but orf, allacking thom with his 
rear guard, oasily drove them ont and back over tho 
Dnieper, taking amongst his prisoners some Spaniards 
and Portuguese who had beon the first to pass, and 
maintaining the swburb till daybreal on the following 
morning. : : 

AL soven in tho ovening of tho 18th, the left columa 
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of tho Russian nmy muler Dortorow commenced ita 
sweeping mureh hy Zykoline, Priklowa, Marchoulki, 
Soutehowo, mil Proudlitele. 

Tho colmoan wider Barclay Ieygan its marvel twa 
hours Inter, and then moved hy aathothina, Palo. 
niewo, Corbounowo, doyhawe, dahine, Roelnin dew, 
and Loubino, on Brewdeehina, whieh wies distin fron 
Smotonsk by the high road only lifteen niles, 

Kort with the rewe gard followed this eolam, 
Plutow, extending bis curve in the direction of 
Poreezic, was intstneted to vennites with te whee 
wmy wt Slohonewa, where the Vopo dally dite) tha 
Quiepor ab the distanes of bout thirty ails from 
Smolonsk in ay direat line. 

Bagrathion's orders were to “quit the Solulain, 
and move on Doragobonehe, hit still net to with 
draw the fot regiments of Cossaeks appotidtend to 
wateh the ford at Chien Ostrag.” 

Dy this disposition Dartoraw lind to make a civeuit 
of fifty Jong tiles before he reeltert Chee Afaseaw rond 
and Slohonowae, (he pote, af rentesvares, 

Barclay ded to omake i mred of fifteen inde hy 
TEP MeusuvoMent, It nearer twenty * hy neti itis. 
tonco of proud, liefores hie could ain the Mloseaw 
high youd at Loubing, where he still would he dixtunt 
more than twenty from Slohunews.  Lanhine jain 
sewreoly nine miles from Smolensk by the direet row, 
the enomy sullying from thenee dad net merely the 
adviunlago of six miles less distanee, Intl a good rend, 
Whevens the route by Krathotking and dabine wos a 
cross Ponte, fitersceted ay deep ravines rimning 


. 
* Pho moss roukt nol beige eparnd, Uiere wane Aiibalty he nakitys 
avouraly caloulation but be yer thew ae amb daigey tae eoaputed, 
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through & marshy country, and where a pioco of 
eaunon had never been seen to pass in the momory of 
man. 

Barclay, however, apprehending tho mischief that 
might occur, despatched Major-genoral Touchkoff 
with three regiments of Cossacks, a regiment of hus- 
sis, and to of chasscurs, with a battery of light 
wtillory, to support the Cossacks ordered to bo kept 
by Bagrathion, under Karpow, at Chien Ostrog ford. 

Barelay, al tho eleventh hour, had mado these 
dispositions lo conceal his movement from the cnomy, 
for the direct road of his retreat ran along the 
Dnieper, and thorefore would have beon exposed to 
tho enemy’s observation and fire; bub it was ono of 
the most evitical movements cver hazarded, and which 
required for ils successful exceution* not only all tho 
good fortune and valour of the Russians, bub tho 
orrors commnibled by their adversaries. : 

Noy having constructed tivo bridges passed tho 
Dnieper on tho LOth, at dawn of day; Murat with 
the cavalry followed, 

Junob had orders to pass the Dniepor at Prouw- 
dichewo, nearly opposite Waloutina Gora, about fow 
tniles from Sinolensk, lo march on Latichino, and 
thna cit off all the Russian detachments between that 
placo ond Smolensk, 

Noy moved direct on Gorbounowo, instead of 
following Barclay’s columm in ils bond by Kyathot- 
kino, and Ung gained two hours on its march, 

At Gorbormowo ho fell in with tho rear of Baga- 


* Tho subaeyquent movemont of the Allied Annies, rething from Diesdon 
Uuongh the dofiles of Bohemia, covered and saved by Osterman at Culm, 
may in Kono expects ho compared; Int there necessity governed Ure move 
raat, 
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wouth's corps, amd made himself, hy a brisk: athudk, 
mater of the village. fa this post he werkt Inve 
intereepled Korf, whe with the rear gaurd of the 
army, was net further de adyaner al the tHeetl ae Jit 
tycoon Kruthotkine aed Gorhonnase dain Colonies, 
Bareluy, who Taal provedted, ledge iufarnwel al (his 
danger, ordered Prine gene of Wirlembengs to 
ret end retake Corhonnowe, whieh lee sneveeded 
in effoating after two hones’ conta, med thas apeneed 
a passage for Karl, who opportiuely arrived, ta) ass 
without impediment. 

Tho enemy say “that Ney withdrew ef dis own 
necord, not knowing tit Rael was hebited, nnd that 
Napoleon, who Tmt joined tim, ou leariye that lie 
was acviously ongiged, approved, anid directed his 
mareh by e more diveet rel on Wiiluuting Chara, ta 
cub in upon, if lie coud nal pain the head al’ the 
rotiring colin, wid eoeqpernte with ded," 

Tonehkoall, after twelve hous’ marely, Ind dulted 
fo repose hit (range hetween the villages af Tapa 
vowlehing wid Latechine, an the laws or Daieper 
vous but going forward linself to recunnsitre, hie 
pereoived w coli of the enemy CNey's carps) i 
{idl moreh on the high Moscow real from Smolensk, 
ful another body Ghnet’s) forming n tril ever dhe 
Dniepor ab Prondichowa, ‘Touelikul nde the Test 
dispositions that time and tame wenkd  porinit, 
throwing his iufiaitry into the small wombs whieh lay 
on the right and left of the vond y ho catablisher his 
Hutlery on some heights dhut commanded it, aud aeut 
tho Cossteks towards Lapiie ta wateh the corps 
rudking is preparations to erost the Daloper, 

Ta this position Ie covered Lanhing, where the 
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cross road. by which Barclay’s column was advan 
joined the high Moscow road. 

On the prescrvation of this position, therelorgf 
ponded Barelay’s safety, Somo of his advef 
parties had already passod Toubino, and contintt 
their march on Brodcchino ; but several regiments, age 
they cleared the cross road, wore successively stopped 
by Licutenant-genoral Touchkoff, and sent to the 
assistance of his brothor. 

Noy, unable tg force the Russians, sent for more# 
lroops. ‘ : 

Napoleon ordered Gudin’s division of Davoust’s 
corps that was following Noy to join him, and imagin- 
ing that the wholo Russian army had taken post at 
Loubino, yvocalled General Morand who was pene | 
Watling whal tho cnemy called a virgin wood, as never j 
having leon pioreed belore by troops with cannon or j 
hy wheel carriages, to turn tho enomy’s right, ‘lest 
he should he compromised by a superiority of foreo 
when ho debouched upon its” bub such was the 
douaily of this virgin wood, that Moyind’s artillery 
had lo moye forward ono milo and a half before it 
vould find space to tun, 

At three in the afternoon Touchkoff, who had most 
valinntly defonded his ground, found himself obliged 
to rativo and form behind the Stvagan, where he was 
reinforced by eight cighteen-pounders, livo regiments 
of cavalry, three of infantry, and a battalion which 
hac cleared tho cross road. 

‘This was “tho last ditch” for the protection of 
Lonbing, and though its defences were not in many 
vespeals fwvourable, it was indisponsable “ to sob the 
dio upon that east.” 
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wouth’s corps, ant naule himself, by a leisk altack, 
miastor of the village, fit Oil post he would lieve 
intoreeplad Korf, who with the rene guard of the 
army, was not firther in adyanes of (re detile lie 
tvoen TKrathotkine and Corhonniowe (hin Paluniows, 
Barelay, who dil peoewled, being: iufirmed of (his 
danger, ordered Prine Hagtae of Wirtonmberp “to 
volun and retake CGorhounowa,” whieh le snveceded 
in Meeting afber dwo hours’ coma, and et opened 
a passage Jor Korl, who apportimels arrived, to ynisa 
without impediment. 

The enemy say “that Ney willdrew of his awn 
accord, nob kuawing (at Borf was hehinedl, and thot 
Napoleon, who had joined hin, en henring that he 
was sevlondly engaged, approved, aul directed his 
march by vamore direct roul on Walontit Gara, to 
cul in upon, if ho could wot gain (ie heat off the 
rotiving colinan, apd eco-uperate with dat” 

Tonchkol, after twelve hates march, Ind halted 
lo repose his Grong hetween the villiges of ‘Popo 
vowlehivo wid Lateehing, an thee lower or Dnleper 
rouls bil going forward hhuself te reeonioitesy, ho 
peresived a coli of (he enemy GNey'sx corps) in 
fall mare on the high Moseow rund fram Siaalensh, 
fad mnother holy Glunot’a) feeding a laridyees aver tha 
Daleper ut Proudichewa.  Tanchkoit noule the lest 
ispositions diet tine mat means would pornit, 
Uhrowing his infmtry into the small woods whieh lay 
on (he right dad left of the roads he oxtublished his 
hablery on sone heights that commanded it, and sont 
tho Cosgueks towards Lapin to wnteh the carps 
mmnking its preparations to evoss (he Dalepor, 

Tn this position he covered Tambine, where the 
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cross road by which Barclay’s column was advancing 
joined the high Moscow road. 

On the presorvation of this position, therefore, de- 
ponded Barclay’s safely. Somo of his adyauced 
partics had already passed Loubino, and continued 
theiy march on Brodechino ; but several regiments, as , 
they cleared the cross road, were successively stopped 
by Licutenant-goneral Touchkoff, and sent to the 
assistance of his brother. 

Ney, unable ig oe the Se sent for more 
troops. 

Napoleon actioned Qudin’s division of Davoust’s 
corps that was following Ney to join him, and imagin- 
ing that tho wholo Russian army had taken post at 
Loubino, xecalled Gencral Morand who was pene- 
trating what tho enemy called a virgin wood, as never 
having beon piorced before by troops with cannon or 
by wheol carriages, to turn the enemy’s right, “lest 
ho should be compromised by a superiority of force 
when he debouched upon it;” but such was the 
density of this virgin wood, that Monind’s artillory 
had 40 move forward one mille and a half before it 
could find space to tum. 

At threo in the afternoon Touchkoff, who had most 
valiantly defended his ground, found himself obliged 
(o rolivo and form behind the Stragan, whete he was 
reiuforced by cight cighteou-poundors, two regiments 
of cavalry, three of infantry, and a battalion which 
had cleared tho cross road, 

This was “tho last dilch” for the protection of 
‘Loubing, and though its defences wore not in many 
respects favourable, it was indispensable “ to set the 
dio upon that east,” 
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Noy vonawed his wttaek with inevensed animation 
on fhuling that his yeiaforeemonts were approaching 
and Mi, who had also advanced, endeavonred to 
overthrow the cavalry on the Ritesiun dell, 

Tho Russiun artillery, supported hy the gromdions, 
bravely aul sueeessfilly covered Che eavaley sand 

- Hhongh the Cosstela were driven hick op a reghnent 
of hussars whieh they threw alsa into disorder, Orloff 
Denisall, with the pallu regiments af Madiqpol and 
the Mlizahethyrad lissars, choeked: (he enciny and rex 
established: dhe position. * 
~ Move hemuifal condied fn Ute fell was never goon 
thant that itisplayed hy Chese two vietorious: regiments, 
The comage, Cho steudiness, Ue skilCel Che inioivres 
were mosh admirable, and could tot ho surpassed, 

Junot, who Tul evassed the Daieper with lis corps, 
mnaceouniably remained passive; aint when nrged Co 
adyonee in rew of the Russian left hy Murat and 
Clourguud speaking in the, Mmpevor’s mime, he posi« 
tively, as they sid, relies ander (ho declan 
lion (thet his orders were Thnifed fo die passage of 
{he rivers wil (aut cmarsh in his frant would prevent 
the deployment of his faree.” Hey hewieven, at aah 
consented to Chrow fowl a battilion as skimnishers, 

About five in the wflernoon Candin, Invays renehed 
the line df vetion, was onlored with his own regiments 
to foree the woorl of Boubliows in the valley on the 
left of the road, at also the batteries on Cie heights, 
The divisions Lédeu and Marelunul were designated 
to support, 

The Russians inthe valley, anuble to resist auch 
gtett superiority, liad given way, ‘The eoutre was 
shaking und its rear flying, when Barelay arrived 
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and, placing himself at the head of the-rallying fugi. 
tives, charged forward, electrifying all by his personal 
example, and giving an impulse that snatched victory 
from the cnemy and atiached it firmly and finally for 
the remainder of the combat, to the Russian standards. 

Konownitsyn cleared the valley, but Ney continued 
the action until near nine o'clock, when it ceased, after 
an endeavour previously riade.under favour of the 
obscurity toppass the Stragan and surprise the 
Russian xight. A charge with the bayonet of the 
Ekaterinoslay grenadicrs baffled the attempt: un- 
fortunately however, Touchkoff, who had led on toa 
eagerly to the charge, was made prisoner. 

This affair cost the onemy six thousand men killed, 
wounded, and prisoners; amongst the slain was the 
Jamented Goncral Gudin, who, like Moreau* at 
Dresden, was struck by a cannon ball, and had both 
his logs smashed to shreds, ; 

The enemy had thirty-five thousand infantry en- 
gaged, and tho Russians, who, when first attacked, had 
but two thousand’ five hundred, never brought, up more 
than sixtcon thousand, of which they lost five thou- 
sand. The cavalry cxpericnced also’some inconsi- 
derable loss. 

The column of Barclay, entangled in the cross road, 
could not altogether oxtricate itself till near midnight, 

Had tho enemy gained the hill over Loubino, the 
déboucho would have beon closed, for from the hill 
not only the egress of the defile was commanded, but 
a single bridge, with loose rafter planks, intersected 
the main road a few yards beyond, and within grape 


*" Moxcan was struck ot tho sido of, and whilst he was talkipg to, the 
Mnglish Gonetal, Sir Robert Wilson, 
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shot,—on which Dulko Alexander of Wirtemlerg, 
and other generals, indeed Barelny hiimesedh stead 
many hours during the night erying Tish "Peal 
-— Gontly-—Guntly "Lo the drivers of Uae artillery 
and crriages of all sols, of whieh there were fen 
thousand, winder the vpprehension that a yniek pies 
might breale up the platform 

Tho inaction of dunoé hed been most pravidentiul 
for tho Russians, 

Woll might Napoleon sny he hud lost the rnr- 
shal’s staf,-~he could with Guth Inve addled, Mus. 
cow also, without another buttle.” 

The Fronch historians alirm that Napoleon himself 
was not on this aveasion so alinring, derided, sued 
judicious ag usual; but yonins, and aspirmtiona which 
crento and feod the excitement of the her ns well as 
of the’ poct, musé acensiomuly “sxlnaben,” fia thay 
animate but a drama frame, saijeot to lassitiedy, da 
toynal derangemont, and decay. 

By many ié was thong dat Napoleon during the 
wholo of this campaign, even ut Rorodina, wits lise 
vigoronsy than heretutores if say pertages tee wits Cie 
boginning to feel the wenkening intltence al his 
mortal malady, 

On. tho 20th Barelay’s column vontimmed ita retreat 
on Slohoncwa, where it eflvetedt ita reunion with Du 
torow’xcoluima, that bad nat been malesteal on its mired, 

On tho 20th ayd 21st the whole spiny repusseed the 
Dniepor; excepting Platow, who with a strony rear 
guard of regular cavalry na wells Cossiks, renutiied 

on tho right bank, Ahilst Rosen with six teyglvents 
of chasseurs and some fyi wetitlery tule post un 
tho left’ bani to allord him SUppor'l. 
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Tho sune day Bagrathion reached Dorogehonche 
and established hia commmuention with Moseow, and 
with Barclay who took up lis position at Ouswiatio on 
the Ougra,  Platow, boing attacked, retired neross 
the fords of the river, which tho eneny also wtlempted 
to pass in pursuit, bub were prevented by Rosen. 

On. tho 22nd Barclay marched. to Androlewka, 
and announcing again his resolve to Nght a general - 
hattle, ofdered up Milaradowiteh to Winama with tho 
now battalions which he had been forming at Kalouga, 
Mojaisk, ond Woloklamsk. 

The onomy haying thrown threo bridges across tho 
Daiepor, advanced on Mikuilouka, where Rosen was 
posted, ” 

DPlatow with his Cossueks dvew chem on under thie 
fire of vome infinity in umbuseado, nid of several 
maskel batteries, by which they were severely galled, 

Murat, not having any infitry with him, applied 
to Davoust for a doiaechment 5 but Davenst declined to 
sond nny without the Mmpovor's diroct orders, as ho 
saw that no osaontinl object was to bo gained by a 
comlab geatuitously ongaged in, and which the amy 
was not ready to sistuin, ‘The useless action, how. 
ever, contiunod till night, without wiy particular inel- 
dont, : 

On tho 23rd Bagrathion returned from Dorogo- 
houghe, did formed on the left of Bareluy. 

The advanced grard fell hack, on Ouswiatio. 

Bagrathion, not approving the position solected by 
Barelay for battle, as the cnomy might cut off the 
commupieation with Derogobonche and throw ‘tho 
armics into the coneave formed by the Ougra and 
Dnieper, recommended a retrograde movement on 

es | 
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Wiazma; and in the night of de wird al ath 
Barclay moved on Dorogohouche, aad Doprathion on 
Brogino, whilst tho corps of Bagawouth tek post can 
the wight of the Dnieper. 

Reference has heen made to the despatels of the 
Inglish General relative to tha truratetiout at Sia 
lonsk and Lowhing; und that despately never has anys 
Doon published, i is now dngerled, mnt sa iuefe tar the 
details which it communioutes.as beens it sek pressive 
and confiemative of the impressions unede ad the nie 
ment on the Russi wnry, tt well as on hineself whe 
was cominiasioned (a ascortaetite ancl repurt Che trethe te 
his Government, 

Th is in these respects n document af nore vnlie for 
history than any Inter narrative firnished hy cout 
pilation. 

Wrilten amidst the Jarry and contisien of the 
ovonls and moyemenis whieh if deseyjlos, at eon 
guly pretend to give wu hasty sfbetelt ot the atest pin 
ninont cireuusiances demmuligs attentions dnt it 
possesses the merit of being a fithtial represoutation 
of facts, Crammmitted ander the gumrtnites af offtedal 
responsibility and military aeenreey, 


Brigadior-gonoral Air Rabert Wilken tal been 
sent from England with My, Liston, (the Uritish am 
Dassador to the Oltomun Porte tie atievession to Nir 
Stratford Canning) to nssisk in the eoudiet of te 
negotiations for pewes between ‘Turkey nnd Hussein, 
Arriving at Constantinople sulsequently to the sign 
lave of tho proliminaries, he was tleapatelint by the 
ambassador to the Emperor of Russia, hit was lirerted 
in tho first inshues to proceed to Che Graal Vizde at 
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Shomla, aul then to Admiral Tehichagow command 
ing the Russinn Dannhe mimy, whose henl-quarterg 
were estiublished at Bucharest. 

The object of his: instructions with reference to the 
tivo last missions was © to pravent the threatened 
vonewnl of hostilities, whieh the increasing inflienco 
of the Mreneh in tho Turkish councils was instigating ; 
and whieh renewal Admiral Pehichagow wus be- 
lieved to he disposed to promote, that ho might foree 
his way to Dalmatia and invate Tlely.” 

Siv Robert Wilson, who q™uitled Constantinople the 
day but one before Che arrival of Andveossiywho it 
was known, Cough tho Freneh diplomaey there, 
intended (o protest against his departure, proeooded 
to Shimnla, where he obtained from the Cranul Visir 
the most solemn and sitishielory assurances" Uinb 
ho would forbour from all hostile operations,” wid 
thay most unequivocal pledges of his shieerity, 

His negotintion with Admiral Tehichagow was 
equally suevosstil ; for the Admirut uasentod lo“ the 
immadiate evacuation of Sorvin, for which the twoaty 
did not stipmate, and the march of Tis disposiublo 
fovea, thirty-six thousand mon in the highest possible 
effective order, to acl in vear aad on the lino of the 
ohemy’s Polish commmiications,” ‘Theso Crangnetions 
My. Liston acknowledged in’ the outseb as being vory 
wuxilinry Lo his influenes ab the Otto Porte; for 
ho wrote In his liral reply, “Lb feel very sensibly tho 
able manner in which you lave conducted tho im- 
portant nogotivtions connnilted to yow ehargo, and 
the honeficial advantages which have alrondy. resulted 
hore,” &e,, &e 


Hd 
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A MILA 


Dasravor vo Warn Garneawr, Uterria 
vf 


sapor vo ie Herron or Resera, di. & 


“ My Lorn, 4 Aundrotowha, Angatel thee vite fy Rebs 


“TL have the honour te Gansmit ta yen Lond 
ship a dotnil of 2 xvrieg af operation which lnivy 
occurred sine the date of my letter that eommeni- 
cated 10 your Lordship iny avvivad wt Sunsdonsk, i Cae 
expectation of finding [is Daperinl Majesty ut tie 
heac-cuorters of the feat Ritsu army, 

“T ust, howover, for your Lordships inforantion, 
commence my statement by noticing the previons 
movomouts of General Barely de ‘Tally from Siadenst, 
and tho subsequent march of the second army mieder 
Prince Bagrathion in the direction af Randain, with the 
intention of attacking the enemy te the neighbhourhieed 
of that placo, Bubinowiezi, und Oraza, 

A division under General Neverallskei lad bawy 
left ab Smolensls, and was ordered te prosaat on the 
loft bank of the Diieper, as fir ies Rrasnod, bo rennite 
Wilh Princo Bageathion after his puteagge af cnet 
river, 

“Tho onomy, hy his superiority af ctvaley, wit 
onebled lo maak his movoruents, wid suddenty eollert- 
ing his forcos, marched upon Smolensk, : 

“On the J4th of August the wlyanced youd, uneler 
tho conunand of Marshal Ney supported by Murshats 
Murat and Davoust, mexpectodly attacked the division 
of General Noveroftskoi neny Krasnod, entered the 
villago, which if oceupied with a buttilion befure the 


* Tho paragrapha witht bracketn were ifonded to be pontidential ein 


munications for Lord Catheart at the luithds taverament, 
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division could be formed, and made several hmedred mon 
prisoners, with seven pieces of cannons Che ronninder 
of the division, posted outside tho village, recovering 
from the frat disorder, rallied, and hy an exertion af 
steady vielom equal to the exigeney, evilient as it was, 
scored its vedreut to Korylnia, within eight worsts (six 
Hugtivh ifex) of Smolensk, notwilhstuiding the vast 
supertority and incessant attacks of tho onemy. 

“Tho total loss of the division on this occaston 
amounted to fifteen lumdreil mon “ 

The noxt morning, the 1th, General Noverollskoi 
roceivedL some sueconrs from Prinee Bagration, bub 
was obliged in the eveutag to qyprouch Stuolensl. 
Tho movement wes elected without any disorder, and 
With sill loss, although the number of the asseilanis 
oxeveded ll proportion, aut the ground achuitled of 
(heiy movements with tr extended frond 

“During the night General Raefskoi amived with 
more troops, aud took {le command of Smolensk, which 
the enemy alempled, about eight o'clock tn tho mor 
ing of the LOth, to vary by asst ab tho north-west 
angles bub the attempt was repulsed, and ho Joss of 
the enemy was considerable in his retreat up oe hill 
wfording ne cover, 

tn the couse of the moming Prince Bagruthion 
took up a position ou the sight Iank of the Dnieper to 
suppor, the towns and in the afternoon General 
Tawelay arvived wilh Tis amy, when he ordered two 
pontoon bridges to he thrown qerovs tho rivor, in 
uddition to the ono already established thao. 

“Ax Smnolensk will be in tho history of this war a 
toutes of hnportanee, | devinte from the uarrative to 
nequalut your Lordship that it is builé on tho side 
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of a hill rising immedintely alow the Doivper, te 
which it forms a léte dupont 5 Unt it is abet a anide 
aqtiare, suuvounded ry mn old levied 1s wll eightovae feet 
thick ab the basa, faicedl hy thitty faw ets, serie sytney, 
gome round, jultings from aul stinking, Hat rust ef eryitat 


solidity with, the wall 
“Th resembles in ity eneeitte Che tawie af Kpain, 


Dut with the additions] rutvinayge of its line pattes 
boing eoverel hy redouhts mised above a deep thy 
ditch wilh w covered wry heyoud, aud in ghieis, lak on 
whieh five suburhs prejiclicially eneronel, 

“Tho oxtorior semicivele of the whale may Tecubot 
seven worstla, with both thks vesting on thee Taiega, 

“Smolongk is, nevertheless, not so defonsible within 
ago Spanish town, since the streets are very wile ina 
laid oul ab right angles; mmny of the lamas are nine 
over built of woud, at the lofty: eaniend cant of thas 
towers of tho wall are of the same material, 

“A cunmonede und partial mteketey employ eal the 
encmy on tho J6th, 

During (ho tight Prince Baygeathion narehed with 
his army to take a position on the high Moseaw pond, 
and waleh one of the fords af the Duivper abot seven 
worsts distant from Smolank, asthe eneniy lialiestod 
an intention of crossing the river in that aedeh- 
bourhood, 

“On tho 17th the onemy commenced, soon itftor dine 
break, a sharp muskotry fire against the post stationed 
in front of the western faee af the town, un te 
Krasnof rond: this was snstained tar the Riesian 
chasseurs with a personal gallantry tlt antonntead te 
a faulbs for by an minecessnry exposnie of themed yes 
many wero Killed aud wounded mprofitahly. 


Ave THI, IUELATIVE PO SMOLENSK AND LOTDING, 108 


{During this partial uetion the Mronch army, ex. 
peeling to he attacked, ld been drawn owt i order 
of bultle, presenting w very great foree af cavalry and, 
fhayns thought, of at lest seventy thongand fufantry 
in thoi fhrst line, 

“ Nupoloon, fhading that the Ragsian army eontinied 
within the walls, commenced a violunt assault, about 
mid-day, on the southorn suburbs of the town: tho 
Ailuck was execuled and maintained with such vigour 
thal the cnemy, after cneomtering for two hours as 
resolale a resistance, obtained possession of tho threa 
central snburhs 5s bub he was repulsed in ummerous 
MLLompls Co anake amore forward logdgmout. Finding 
that every offort, notwithstuuling high oncourayge- 
mont lo those @fforts, was uneyailing, towarls (he 
afternoon he wheeled his right (unk forward to the 
onstorn fiwe of the lawn, aul opened on that sido a 
very henvy fire from above aixty pieces of cmon 
under the dirvetion of Prince Poniatowski. Butt 
Russian battery ¢ which wes calablishod immediutely 
on the vight bane of the Duieper, mil on a como. 
sponding vleviion, although very inferior in mmor 
of pum and weight of metal, obliged the onomy’s 
gis whieh ib onfiladed, (a withdrew front the position 
whenes Chey commended the pontoon Dries and the 
original wooden hividge of the own, dismounted 
several of them, and ovensioned six dilterent explo 
sions of powiler wagons, 

‘Pitt the enemy's bombardment with above a Tun 
dred and fifty pieces of camon, although failing to 
make way impression on the walls ond works, se. 


8 Mrmuina ta Tot the town bat kackedd,” 
7 The nite af the buttery se aulected by tym IL” 
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cooded in firing the town in severnd different yg 
aud in cuvelopiig the northern shah ina veal uf 
flames that oxlonded above. hall watile ya speekect: 
that no’ porson presong can ever Jorged, wral a vathinity 
(for ié was a holy city) which every Huxstit resatyerl 
to avongo. 

A cannonnde mud masketry fre vontinuerl taidtil 
sunset, whon the enemy fell back inte thelr ovigital 


- popition, with a loss of nub Tess Chin fen tasinel 


“Pho Russians hud been fiveuved hy the shelter af 
ramparts and battlements, itt thei: lesa amntnteat te 
six thousand men, exchisive of many oMeors, waonyat 
whom wera tivo gonevala. 

“The: retention or evacuation of Bimolonsk was a 
question of incastures, that excites! the deepest interest 
in tho Russian army; covery commuter, aflicer, ail 
soldior -was dosivong of forming its yatrrisaan, and 
vesisting the {itive abteeks of the nieany, wh, std the 
standing his sovore cheek, would, it wast buped, fo an 
characteristic invitation of Lomper, prosevere in an 
altompt to storm the town, und thas frtitlossly expend 
his bravest men. 

“But, Goneral Barclay eonesived that the enemy 
might make a movement Lownrda his loft, whivk werld 
oblige him to ovactate Smolensk in the day Cnig, stn 
operation. that he thought would he attended with 
gvoat inconvenience 5 and, moreover, le lid net eleaae 
to ongago in a defones that. would require a daily exe 
penditur® of his own men, and thug perhaya cufvuttle 
his army too mnch for the exeeution ef dia other 
plans. 

“General Barclay therefore resolved ta withdraw 


I 
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froy Smolonsk 5 mid ab night the evacuation was eon 
pleted mud the bridges burnt; and the whole army 
tools up its jround in columns of wtiack oppostte to 
the town, ‘The advanced gud erowned the heights 
that vosa uboye the Dnieper, 

*1Qoneml Barclay had sent me about eleven at 
night lack into. the town to inquire dito. its state: 
Princo Idugine of Wirtomberg, Generul Doctorow, 
and all tho generals of the different stations, assy 
mo ‘that (hey would hold out for ton cuys more, 168 
plied with provisions, for nob tho slightest impression 
had Deen male on the defonees? After J lad made 
this report to General Barelay, und weed the detri- 
mental moval effects whieh they had stated would be 
mule on che country by the evaeuation of {the ven 
rated oity off Smolousdk,’ ho observed Phere is 
nothing to fu on tab aecounts L heve. provided 
agiiust ib: the Holy Virgin’ (wv pielire) «is safe, and 
wo have her fn ow aunap; sho is the only object that 
gives impovtanea to the city in tho ayes of the Rus 
siuna ; sho shall bo carriod in a car of triumph with 
the nemy, anda battalion eoustantly appointed to oscort 
tual mount guard over her."] 

‘Pha enemy soon ulter daybreak entoved tho vity, 
und commenced a tirnillade aeross the river, 

“Towards aight o'eloek tw Spanish and Portugnesa 
brigade erogsedl the river about inicd-deep under the 
wills of the town, wid entered the sihurh on the right 
Duke bth they wore ablacked, aud anany: of thent 
Kilod, wounded, or mule prisoners, » 

“When Goneral Barelay heard from some of the 
prisoners that the town was fall of artillory and powder 
wagons, he ordered some shells to be thrown into it 
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but the artillerymon exeented the order with ypeut 
roluctence, as, nolwithstimdiag Uae removal of theiy 
Saint, thoy did nat fed sare Nat the Jiambacdaient 
would not he considered a religions affine, | 

“Genonl Bavelay wished fo dudiies the enemy fa 
attompt the passage with his whale fiver, aud leere- 
foro ahont muidelny withdrew his nrmy rome distane 
from the rivers but the tiemy seen saLE rather te 
expel than to propose wi attack, 

“Th the eveniuyg w heavy camomile was opened hy 
the onemy agatnt Che Raesian pois it position: weed 
tho Lroops stationed on the heights of tee left, whens 
tho onémy’s gina had on the pretoding day teen 
driven from their ground. Some tirailleues were alse 
thrown acrosa tha Dnieper, aad the suliarl af 8, 
Potorsburg catching fire, in abont an hoor spyernl 
hundred houses, oxtending above on oanile, were 
blazing, in addition tu the other Mres ant yet ex 

tinguished, 

“Acnight tho General cleautl Ibex peedivut ta retires 
for although Uho enemy had vefised latte se odtersat 
to him, he might, withont a battle, gain the Maseaw 
rond. 

Tho direct route on Dorogohonelie front General 
Barelay's position ran parallel with the Dnieper fir 
five worsts, lub was commanded hy thee tenga pee 
and musketry: tho General therefore judged it neon 
sary lo march by a eros rod, 

“Tho mareh of so considerable an aoiay with more 
than five hundred pieces of camumm, even da twe 
columns, must i any caso have been attended aader 
existing circumstances with great embarrassment, 
but unfortunately in this iestinee there were bw very 
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steep hills on the route of General Barelny's eolimn, 
and (he Russie monuniidion wagpons on fave wheels 
Tau nob proper vil ie euviqge-(iedle or luuness, thie 
boing no breechings or other apporvins for their sale 
deseuntt, 

“TL hal been sent forward hy General Barclay to 
aycorlain why the colunm was halted, and I found that 
the frst four ammunition wagons, with two pieces of 
cumon, favelve-poundera, had overpowered the horses 
in the degeont of the nearest hill, and that they lay at 
the bottom, with wheels or limbers broken, and all tho 
horses killed or maimed; every sneveoding git and 
wmntnition waggon had therefore to be hold Iuek by 
the soldiers fixing repes on them, wad that could not 
ho dona till daylight; and moreover, as too frequently 
cess in night auerches, most of tho drivers full 
aslo, | 

“The gnemy, finding diet the Russian army lod 
withdrawn from the plain, of the Duigper, passed the 
river with a largo force, aud farlously witacked part 
af the ren guard, threatening to cut off a portion 
vue General Korl, Tb was found necessary to mako 
(he division of Princes Bugene retin aud recover the 
villuge whieh the enemy ad oecupied, 

Whilst this effort was directed against dhe Russias 
slowly audvaneing te the cross vou, another colina of 
the enemy moyed wong the nid road upon te lett 
bank of the Daleper, and another upon the sight, 
where it erosged the Dnieper whout seven wersle from 
Smolensk, threnteniiys ta eskdalish itself! beyond the 
point where the cross road united wilh the niin road, 
wl whieh potit of junetion both columns, it was lobe 
pretimed, liepod to reach pelore the Huggins; jut 
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happily, Goneral ‘ouchiall hud heen thetaelied wills ot 
sinall corps in that direction, tg caver the délmmetusient 
out tho cross yond, ae soot us Th wae known that Meinee 
Bagrathion with his army dud withdraws ux dipertet 
on Dorogohouche, 

«Pho cnomy's athiek on General Touched? coin 
moneed, abont three o'clock te the alternain, with 
avont vigour, and hefore Grae! Rarely’: colin 

“had gained tho muain rowl mata) chirges wens giver 
and repelled; but the superiority af the eivainy’s: 
mumbois inerensing every Inoment, Chey mist fiw 
prevailed if somo of the dutintry eat delonnting 
from the cross road had not opportnuely arcived: tu 
chock their advance. 

“Tt was about aimart when the enemy on the main 
road upon tho left bank, flatLorings themyolyved that 
their right was galiing grovel, mmde i thexparate 
effort to foree the hill, on whieh several Russinn guns 
wero plured, and whieh commanded the whele postion 
antl also inroverse the outlet of the erase rend, layout 
which a boggy tivulot rut dtterseetingg the canto sy aver 
this only one bridge with loose planks uttander! precy 
for tho artillery nnd infintry watil night, when tye 
others wero thrown weregs by Duke Alesxnadter af 
Wirtemhorg. Vor an instant the Russian yuna ond 
troops supporting, overwhelmed with shells, slat, aul 
musketry, low lack to seek aleltes beddind this crest 
of the hills but Gener Barely, whe had been 
superintouding the action with hia rear pimed, nde 
mouished by the eannonnds ab Loubino and Watontion 
Gore of the now danger to his advanced unr, oppor 
tunoly arrived at this momont, and seeing the extent 
of the danger to his column, Hilluped forwird, swenl 
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in hand, at the head of his steff (including myself, 
with two Tiuesian offleers atlached to mo ns wides-de. 
eanrp), ordendicg, wint-rallying fugitives, and etying 
out, © Vietory or death! wo aust preserve: this post 
ov perish]? by his energy and exwuaple reaniluating 
il, rouovered possession of tho height, wud thus, andor 
(tod’s favour, the avy was preserved | 

“Iho loss on each side was not much more thar six 
thousand men. ‘The Russians had suffered most by 
the attack on their rear guard. Tho French had in 
the other attacks beon the most exposed, 

“Tho Russian anny, aftor a shorb repose, was apain 
pit in motion, wid marched thirty wersts to repass the 
Doioper, about forty wersts in front of Dorogohouche, 

“The enemy, disecomited in their design of inter» 
copthiy the mareh of the Russian cole, remained 
the next day almost inective, and thas confiemed the 
Russian pretensions to the. honow: of rendering wbor- 
tive with thirty: thousnnd men, the moat that were 
enyygad from first to Inst during the whole day, the 
wtompt which the Ifrench army, with the exception 
of ono corpa that had remained unacconmtably tuoper 
ative on the banks of the Duiepor, lad been moved 
forward to execute. : 

“The next night tho Russian army continued ils. 
muweh, 

*Yostorday morning, the 2lat, the General deter 
ined to vemuin is his position, aud aecept battle; bub 
us ho sttbsequently ised an order for the amy to 
muweh on Dorogobouche, J left the lend-quartors that 
night to proceed to 8. Potorshurg. 

“Tb is yet doubtful whether tho enomy will advaneo 
yun Moscow immediately,  Tt-fs rather conjectured 
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that he will doxist from hut wnddertakeay until toe tons 
convorlod Smolensk into a phice of arms, sertred 
possession of the rich governments of Trheraiguw aud 
Kiew, revolutionised Podulin iad) Welle nin, aud 
endeavoured to prevent the union af tle Motdavin 
army under Admiral Tebielagow with tee urmy of 
General Tormanssow. 

On the other land, (he Russie wriny  aldough 
vory poweefnl, requires sams tine fay the rival 
of ils reinforcoments to pomnit ut aflensive nieve 
mont having for ily object ta dishulpe the vmany 
from Sinolensk mud the line of the Diieper sy bat die 
battalions of recruits which are on nutreh ate reported 
to bo in very fino order, nud some of thon Tntye bid a 
year’s discipline, . 

“ Tlaving been 0 purticiputar in the events whiek | 
havo partially traced for your Laadsht*B iafirnation, | 
can with authorily assure your Lordship dit, nopwith- 
standing tho painfil marches whieh the Husent ary 
has incessantly made, notwithstantlinge da larnesinyy 
rolreals ted severe services, its ovisinal high condition 
is but little hupnived, and Unitt ibe conthtomeas bua aye 
mented by the ineidenta in every feb af cont, 
An impoticnes for adevisive Init is perlaga expreseed 
in a tono that iiftinges on sivich discipline; put the 
sight of & much loved country in cexlittion neile to 
tho fooling of mortiflention whieh each intividual 
exporiouees, under the Inoyant belief that it lias 
been an .umocessary saerilise of reputution anil 
property. : 

“ Against the mdoniable numerien superiority of tho 
cnomy, it is urged (by the advocates, und Uney are tho 
whole army, for w change af avetem | Chet tie enemy 
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does not prexent it initionel forec, nor one of ut ating 
exporioncerl deseription uguinat whieh thoy shad to 
contend before the Spanish wer They insist pon the 
reduced coutition of the enemy's cavalry, and the 
comparatively inerensed vigour of (heir owns the indis- 
pulably groator eficioney of their artillery, allaough 
wealkor in point of numerical amounts and fually, tho 
devotion of every man in the army, as if tho fate of 
tho country depended on his slugte offorts.’ 


ty (Signed) “RR. T. Winson, 
“ Brigadioy-General, 


“ Doapatohed fina Dorogobouche, 22nd of Aug, LAL." 


When Sir Rokers Wilson reached the Russian army 
ho found the Gonemly in open dissousion with the 
(ommandor-bP Biles, General Barclay, for haying al- 
ready sullered tho: cnomy to overrun so many pro- 
vinecs, dud for not making, any serious disposition to 
defend the dine of the Duieper. Some wished that 
Conernl Boningsey should have the command, othera 
Princo Bugrathfon ; and Goneral Boningson, fonring 
that ho might be forced into tho command by a mili- 
lary cleetion when il was known that Smolensk was to 
ho .evacmled, left tho way and withdrew several 
marehes to the rea, dvb the Isnyperor's orders for the 
appotatntent of w new chief might arrive during his 
absence, Bolore his departure for 8. Potorsburg, 
however, it lad hoon resolved to send to the Emperor 
nol only the request of the army “ for a now chief,” 
Dnt a declaration in the mune of the army, “that if 
any order came from $, Petorshurg lo snspond hos- 
tilltios, ang trent the invaders ag friends Qvhich was 
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apprehended to bo the tue qative of ne nebmngeaa 
moveméfils, in deference ta the ywlies of Count 
Romanzow), such au ander wonkd Tne rgsirstiad ae 
one which did uot express [fis Linprerinl Migiesty’s real 
gontimonts wid wishes, hut bad been exteaeted from 
His Majesty wider false reprosentaitions uF evternal 
controls aud that the army would continue ta nonin 
tain his pledgo aud pursue Che contest (i) the invarter 
was driven beyond the frentiet Sines dae xerition 
of such a commission might expose an Riven oftieor ta 
future punishment, and the vonveymnen of sitehon eon: 
muniention by a subject to edie Sayorsign wits ealene 
lated to prin and give alfenee, when ne offerte wr 
proposed, it was communicated by wu hody of pets 
lo Sir Robert Wilson, "that mnder jhe cireunostanced 
of his known altachment to the Mmperor, aml Ue 
Impovial Majesly’s eqnally: well kaowa fevlings feowinnds 
him, no porson was considered xo property qiititied ag 
himself fo pub the Minperoy ie possession af the aeati« 
monts of the army; thi his motives i newaptlny the 
mission could nob be snapoetodd 5 nad Chiat the changed 
was one whieh would best ayoid: trexpan on person 
respect, and prevent invitation fram person feoolings 
being humiliated.” 

Sir Robert Wilgon, after that Holiberation, whieh 
such a grave proposition required, ayreeat te de dee 
bearer of the mossago, aa fine ma Che piertion of war 
and pence was concerned; but agrevd solely tint he 
night mitigate tho mavoldable distress whieh the 
Tnporor must oxperienes duriug the execution off 
such © commission. 

Tho dismissal of Count Romanzow was not nde 
a sine qué non; Wut Sir Robert Wilson waa diverted 
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lo slate “that his removal from tie mintkiy eould 
alone ingpire fall confidence in the Hnperial councils,” 

Hiv Robert Wilson on his way devintedk a few miles 
(0 inform Connt Pants of the evaenation of Smolensk, 
the eontinned retreat of the army, aud the probable 
wrivel of the cnomy in a few hours at his residence, 
The Connt lad not the slightest anspicion of tho 
dangor, ub immediately ordered off all his papers and 
vilualle effects to Moscow, where thoy wero shortly 
afterwards nant in tho conflagration of the city! 
Prudeneo itsolf was herve in full, for the fronch 
oltieer who commanded the detachment hed {he mosh 
posilivo orders from Napoleon ‘to reapeet tho Counts 
person, house, and property.” 

Sir Robert Wilson reached 4. Petershurg on the 
24th of Augusl* The [iperor was then ab Abd, 
where he had gone with the Mnglish ambassador, 
Lord Cudheark, to inmech the King of Sweden,» ond 
whore those negotiations weye concluded “ which ven« 
devert dispasalle the Russian army of [inlond and 
xeaured the vo-aperation of a Swedish force, assuring 
Norway {o Sweden under tho guarantee of England, 
with one million alerling as subsidy; which moreover 
held ont to the King the prospeet of ascending tho 
throue of Eyance, Alesander having declared in his 
presonee “that ho showld consider it vacant in easo 
of Napoloat’s overthrow,” wid having replied to the 
King’s question, “'Po whom then would it be givon ?” 
with a pointed omphnsis and accompanying dnolinn 
lien of end," Au plis digno,” 

The information brought by Sir Robert Wilson na’ 
(a Che patriotio spirit, the rave conduel, and affective 


* The Tussin calendar eases frequent discrepancies in dates, 
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condition *of the army prauerd overs Tn Hetheial 
affect; and Lord Cathentt, aulvertinys te thd aecival, 
weote, Yous arrival amet enudtet in the capital at 
this very evitieat wonwat lias reilerad nape tant 
sorvico :” the fet bets that ee mid hii foul 
thon provuilod ab M. Petersburg, Cot wll fhe atetis ow 

“and tease of (he slate nid pakices were packed 
up for vomoval. 

Of course the special communication with whieh 
Siv Robert Wilson was ehiayed lend hee centisted 
only to those whore interests ial adleations were 
jdontified with Uhe fiterest and wellire ef the Bray 
vor, ind whose co-operation for Uy atria at ol the 
objech had been thought tudispensable, 

Tho Mimperor arrived on the seeloal Septanter he 
S, Polershurg, aud Sie Robert Wilson wi iumedl 
ately honoured hy a conmmed ta dim: with bin, 
ho had previously done xeveral Cines with) the fin 
prosses, His veeoplion asx of tetany fo pies ott. 
couragemont, mid to sGenethon hime in the execution 
of a prrpogo to whieh his word was edited, and 
on tho suecess of whieh so iiuty serio iateroata 
dopanded, 

When the dimer was over, the lmperor withedrey 
with Sir Robert Wilson to his cabinet, where the 
conference commoneed hy Sir Robert Wilson yhiueing 
over the subject of hig mission Trout Alew Listou, the 
stile of ‘Turkey, the condition aul imayeneata uf 
Admiral Tehichagow's army, and the degils of the 
battle of Smolouk, The Tuperur, tutyinyg satisfied 
himself on all these potuta, direeterl the: eonyerattion 
to the dissousions existing amen the Generis, abe 
serving that “he dd heard that the Teta Phitaw 
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had even anid to Goneral Barclay, on the evacuation 
of Sinalonsk, (You sea To wear but te cloaks P will 
uever pub on again a Ressinn unifoim, xinee it ins 
hucome a disgriee, These expressions living heen 
used in Sie Rohert: Wilaon'’s pres@ive, he could not 
pretend ignorance of diem. The Hinperor then tasted 
“whether Sir Rohert Wilson thought that Marshal 
Kutusow (who had been appointed Commanderin- 
chil) would bo alile to restore subordination ?” 

Six Rohert Wilson observed © that Marshal Kutw 
sow, whom he had met going (o the army, was filly 
aware of the Comper in whieh he woult find cho amy } 
that he had thought tt his duly to communicate to 
the Marshal the fiety with whiel le was acquitted, 
idl that Che Marslind laa confiured hin lo conceal 
nothing fou His bnperiul Majesty 5 that hé) sir 
Robert Wilson, had undertaken w charge whieh his 
ullection aud gratitnde lowardy Tis Majesty lad 
made w duty andor all eirquinstanees; that in incur 
ving the ehnues of displeusnre, he was clovobigg him- 
acl! a tho Lmporor's gervies, and for tho prolegtion 
of his diguity 3° and then, enloriug at once into tho 
Tuablor (carefully avoiding (he dosignation of tulivie 
diavly who might he regurded ns leaders), he eon 
eluded “hy carmostly imploring Eis Majesty lo hear 
in mil the perilous stale of the empire, whieh might 
justify patriotie uluem, and whieh warm, fram the 
gravity of ily crue, extomated a {respuss On hue 
thority instigated hy the purest motives, and intended 
for the permanent preservation of that authority 
itvel's that the chief were animated hy the most 
ulfectionate attachment to the Lmperor wid his fa- 
mily 5 and if they wore Int assured that Tis Majosty 

12 
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would no longer give his confdenes to uelvixers 
avhoso policy they mistrusted, they wath testify 
their allogiaies hy exertions and sierifiees Which 
would wht splendour ta (he evawity and Keenrily to 
tho throne wider every adversity.” 

During this exposition. the Mnuperar’s velone ree 
stonally visited wud loft his cheek. | When Sir Ruhert 
Wilson had terminuted his appeal, there wie ie raimite 
ov two of pause, and [is Majesty dvew towards de 
window, as if desirons of recovering an uuenbire 
rassed atv beforo he ruplied, After we fow striyge lon, 
however, he cume up to Sir Robert Wilson, took hin 
by the band, and kissed him ou the farehewt and 
check, according to Ute Ruasin eustam, " Yett ire 
the only person,” then said [Tis Majesty, “treat whom 
T could ov would have heard anch a commuanivation, 
Tn tho former war you proved yore nffachment 
towards me by your sorviees, mut you entithed! your 
solf to my most futimede confidence ¢ batt Vane mitst he 
aware that you have placed ne tai very distresstiy 
positions--Moi! souvornia te la Hesiod to hour sted 
things from anyone! But the army is raistiken i 
Romanzow : he rewly hos not alvisedl sitamiasion ta 
tho Mapevor Napoleon: aud PE have a great respect 
for him, siuco ho iy whnost the ouly one who never 
asked me in his Jife for anything on his awa necoml, 
whercas ovory one clse ii my serview lus always heer 
secking honours, weullh, or sume private object far 
himself ant conneelions, Lam unwilliiyg ta snerifes 
fim without cause; dnt come aguin taanartaw ~ | 
must collect my thonghis hefore T despateh you with 
on answer, T know the generals amt offeers about 
them well; hey mean, Tam satistiod, tod their duty, 
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and L have no fears of their having any unavoawed 
dosigua againsh my witherity, But Pam to be pitied, 
for 1 Teye few hot me whe have rary somet eden 
tion ov fixed principles: my grandmother's eomt 
vidialed dhe whole education of the empire, confhing 
ii to the naequisition of the French Janguage, Froneh 
frivolilies and vicos, particularly gaming, J have 
little, therefore, on whieh I can rely fhanly 3 only 
impulses; 1 must nol give way to thom, if pos 
sible; ut L will think on all you have said.” Tis 
Majesty then embraced Sir Robert Wilson again, 
aud appointed the noxt day for his farther attonduiee 
Sir Robert Wilson obeyed ILis Majesty's comands, 
who renewed tho sulject wmost tmediately by saying 
SWolll Aunsteue Cambassadeur des relelles— L heave 
reflected seriously daring the whole night upon the con. 
vousilion of yesterday, tnd have not done you iijusticon, 
Yorshall carry duel to the army pledges of my determi+ 
nation to continug dhe war against Napoleon whilst a 
Fronehmiuut is in arma on this sido the frontion, J 
will not dogorL my engagement, come whatmay. Iwill 
hide dhe worst Jaan ready lo remove my fimily into 
the interior, and undergo every snevilica ; lat Einust not 
give way on the point of choosig ny own ministers: 
thet concession might induce other dermids, sul move 
inconvenient wud indecorous for me fa grant. Count 
Romuzow shall net de the meus of any lisiion 
“or differcnea - every thhyg will ye done (hat ean remove 
uncasinpss on Chet heads hut done so that I shall not, 
uppeu to give way to menace, or have to reproach 
myself for injustiea, This isa case where much, depends 
on the aaner of doing it, Olve mo p little time all: 
will bo sutishetorily wrangedd.” 
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‘The mperor then entered upon the snlijeet of My, 
Tisto’s mission relative to die treaty of Uneditrest, the 
proposed object of which mission was" fa bultee the 
Jampevor to seenre the sumity af Purkey lay ie tardy 
tho nequisitions ti Asia obtained hy that traity ya 
proposition to which the Russian generals fuel bled 
thor coneurrence, us they attached no anilitary inp 
tance (o the new boutdary Hine, citer for defotsise op 
offensive operations,” 

Sir Robert Wilson, however, tal the Binperor 
that the Turks atteohed (he protest vialiie fa ie pee 
covery of the wncient limits, aint Heit the Crand Vivir 
lad offered him poses to the amen of ato, 
oxclustye of great rewards from the Sultan, if due site. 
eceded in his negotintion.”——“ And whit reply did you 
make ?” asked the Minperos, «SA hoy and a hepa that 
tho Grant Vigie did not ford his propesition npon 
any purchased exporionen of Hiylish vitvayes™ ~" on 
which,” said Bir Robert Wilson, “ te Cram Vivir gneve 
wn Allah il Allah, wut joining in the tane of inde, he 
fold ane Chet the moment he gw siaile en ny eee 
tonauce he was conyinerd Chat he vont vet ebrise at 
borguins for all the diplonmtic jobhors he ever ned ta 
do with pretended great wrath (IE he lid soothed it 
by offering ab lenst denble the sm "The Rinperar 
in groat good hiimour vemarkert that "he kay, ta libs 
cosl, how the Tarks spoiled the market hy their extn 
vagal prives;" Tor, he added, we geaerally employ 
tho samo contractors quid agents,” ; 

When Sir Rohort Wilson nasared: fhe Banperor duel 
“the military reform proposed by Selim would ie exe 

seuled by Mahmoud, the reigning Sutin,” be seemed 
much sienek hy that intelligence, st tt beeune Une 
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snhject of frequent discussion at Uivt epoch, amd afte 
wards when the Mmperor joined te amy. 

Duriug thastay of sir Robert Wilson ats, Petersburg, 
Jis hnperial Majesty coutinued to heap distinetious on 
him, ws if austons to nuke more niuiilest Cirongh hin 
his sentiments wud feclings towards (he parties whom 
ho hud represented j uid when the Mimperor sanetioneds 
lis return, [lis Majesty, with the greatest solemnity, 
“declared upon his honour, and dirceled him to repent 
in the most formal imanner the declaration, that Ilis 
Majesty would not enter into or permit any uegotin« 
tion with Napoleon aa Jong as an anod Frenchman 
vomained in the lerritovies of Russia’? Tis Imperial 
Majesty suid, he would sooner let his benrd grow to 
his waisl, wid eat potatoes in Siberian” Ad the same 
lime he speatally authorized Six tutert Wilson (who 
was lo-verile wilh the Riwsian amy us British Com- 
missioner) to deerpune, cand interoene with all the power 
cond influence he would avert,,la proteet the interests of the 
Imperial Crown tn confurnity with that pledge, rohenever 
Je sene enyy disposition or design to contrarne or prejudice 
then.” 

Hoch of Che Hinpresses; who nt dhat time toole an 
netive prt in the Crnsactions Chat were passing to 
susktin the Miaperor in his resolution ayainsh subscribe 
jug fon peace, severally communiented to Sir Robert 
Wilson “her positive confidence inthe Mimperor’s fin 
adherence (o tis wordy? and they directed him “to give 
this their personal assis to those influential chiehk 
of (he aemy who had the honour of their conlidence.” 

Qn the subject of Turkey, the Emperor seceded to 
the principle of the cession solicited, provided that 
Turkey maintained peace diviolably, Jaut said “he 
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world conclude Git negetintion with Loot Catheart,” 
Hiv Robert Wilson deaputehed! Haut inficinetion toy Mer, 
‘Liston, and Lord Cutheart melertoak to briny thas tins. 
netion wider (hy Maperar's native at at stitelle nactieng, 
Dub thought ib uot deliente: to press Iie fin ther set thn 
inslands nevertheless, in vonseriicne of waibuage tora 
moro decorous opportimity, Hie objeet wars ever nyeiias 
plished, for after (he retreat of the Preneh, dee Rigperor 
waived all attention to the application a preees elgg 
of which ‘Turkey Inul untelte saan te eetuplsin, ax 
Russia owed her werent debt al’ puatitteles far thar re. 
jection af Andreogs?’y propositions, Chel sha fivtened 
to them, tho Molduvinn army never voahl tana lett 
the Danube, and the fortune of the war ia bisa 
might have been most disaxtransly ddlmeresd fy that 
result alouw, This debt was, lwever, partly lise 
. charged whor Hue Hinperor sent the Hoesban carpet t+ 
etho aid of the Sultan at Cnkiue Skebessi Gater ane 
reiterated refisal to tuke any ieusiires be ety Hana 
him’s mareh), and preserved ly se ttoisge Che Sul aue's 
ilo as well as his Cheon, 


Conremmate Anuy, 


Napoleon, aller the affair whiel the Huss etl: 
Loubtuo, and the french Watoutint Gait, returned 
Lo Smolousk, much chagrined nt the result ad that 
day, and the esenpe ftom his grtap oof the Hissin 
winy. He hesitated whether to proces at ance 
lo Moscow, or delay, that great undes taking, until 
awalter your, according to hia origimd titentian can. 
veyed to thes Poles uid deputies at Wilua, wlyns he 
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had questioned on the subjeet of dishwiee.” You toll 
ni,” he snid, ‘Ulib ib is bub xix weeks’ march to 
Mosvow, but J shall take ve years? 

There were serious objections to ils progress ur 
well as to Tus puso, 

His inability to gatisfy the demuuly of tho Poles 
wil seb up their kingdom was becoming moro md 
moro embarrassing, for the Poles, oppressed by the 
dovastating violonce of friends aud foes, were growing 
linpationt, aud reluctantly contributed to the heavy 
charges mado lo support a war of which (hey began to 
find that thoy wero to he only the victims, 

Napoleon foresaw (hut concession to thoir prolonsions 
of ingpandones mast vecompany vy prolonged ogeupir 
tion of the vounbry 5 for nobonly might their sueconrs 
he withheld, dt resistances might be opposed lo requi- 
silo exeetions mider any other vdministralive ayalun, 

Many of his goneralsy agreving with thal view, , 
nevertheless urged (ho noveysity of a winter's ropore, 
wid founded theiy veusoniug on the advanced poriod 
of the seagon, and yarious glher considerations which 
presented themselves With irresistible force. Bat 
Napoleon could nob listen to the counsels of a pro- 
donee whieh, nob minaturally, inlnenced the judgment 
of others, ‘The slruciure of his empire contiined: too 
miuny diseordant materials lo hoe eousolidated by pro. 
erustination, Eh was) indixpenseble lo eeerce and 
mointain adhesion by continuons aetion and audacity 
of enterprise, AS la heen before observed, he ruled 
solely by the inypressions entertained of lis superiority 
of Galoni, Ute lofty loudencies of his destiny, wid the 
irresistible power that he wielded. 

Napoleon Jaw been alarmed for the safety of 
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Witepsk, Lo which place he sent a strong detiehiuent, 
Prt was enabled to veel it when he dound that the 
Russlung were nob advanelng front Surajes the misgsi-« 
ness also which he Tad felt at Withgeasteia’s: Chrent- 
oned movements was opportiedly in tig moment af 
hesitation removed hy wdlespateh from s. Cyry who 
simouneed the total fuilave of the Rinssian geueral’x 
allaek on Polotak, after several suygiimery eomyts.” 


Army of Wrrrasnaiian, 


Witigenstoin, imagining Chat Mucor tid dis. 
persed his corps into enntouments so wide ws to es. 
pose them to a successful irraption, made his dispusl- 
lions with thal view, and in the fives tastanes preparer 
to cul off General Ricard, who, with w brigade, een 
pied Dinaburg, Suffering still from his wore, Witt 
gonalein gave the aetive eguimaud to General Linwrny, 
who hogan this movement on the the ef Angast, 

{iso Lappened dit Otulinot, wheat the ann tine, 
finding Chat ho was fo be supported by Se Cyr deter 
mined on assuming the offensive, ame amevehod on 
Wolkynlay, where le arrived an the ttle at’ Arypgiest 5 
but as soon as Willgonslein and Dnwray levered Cit 
Ondinot had left Polotzk, they relinquished the ten 
lion of sneprising Dunaburg, and proceeded with their 
wholo foreo to much 4, Cyr, 

Tho enomy’s detachmonts were fist fallen in with 
in front of Swolmts they were inauedintely attackeal, 
driven wid) pursued across the river, the chdtenn 
of Swolia was stormed, and, before nightthl, diteen 
handved of the enemy wore killed, wounded, and 
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taken. ‘The Russians lost about half as many killed 
aud wounded; none wore made prismers, 

Gener Namen, who had beon slationed lo wateh 
Dunaburg, joined the army on the Lath, and formed 
ils roservo. ‘ 

Willgenstein, having resumed the command, ad- 
vanced on Wolkyntsy, which the enemy had evacuated 
tho preceding day. : 

On the 16th a Russian detachment oceupied Dissna, 
und the enemy were driven from all thei? outposts 
into Pololzk, whore 8. Oyr had already arrived with 
his corps. 

Tho two corps united amounted to forty thousand 
combatants, nolwithslddling uhat both, and partien- 
lorly 8. Gye's, had suffered much by sickness, 

Willgonstein in this expedition had Ind twenty 
thousand mon under his immediate command 

Polotzk is situated on the Dvwine, 

In front of Pototzk, on tho north-west or Baltic 
side, is wv plein girded by a wood, 

Tho river Pelota, rmuing from the north by east, | 
intersects the plain for a milo and a half, aud covers 
tho (own in ils course to the Dwina, 

Tho tum of Pressmenitza stands near the wood in 
the centre of the plain, and the convent of Spass, with 
w fow adjoining houses, is sidaeded on che right bank 
of the Polota, whorl half a mile from the farm. ‘his 
couvont was slrougly ocenpied by 8, Cyr's advance, 
ul supported by his own corps, which was covered 
hy the Pelota, 

Oudinel established his eorpa between the Dwinw 
and Pelotu, on the plain, with the right thrown for 
ward toward Spas, 
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Witlgonsten directed hin chive? attack en the rth 
ngntust Spaws aud 8. Cpe, hepiyg to forer SU yes 
Ieft, and penetrate the right of Qhutinet, sais ta cut 
off the conumamention Hetween the (ua eps, 

The attack was protected by the fire of paw erfal 
artillery, 

Oudinol, on seoing 8. Cyr presser, endenyenred ta 
make a diversion by us advanen agaist He tnesian 
contre, bul was Soiled in two attempts, amd, leiiys 
wounded in the shower, was ebtiged: to quit the 
field and give np the eonumud to 8. Cyr 

Spass, after a despurnte resistances, was carried, wn 
Wredo who had crossed (le Pelota to sapport it, after 
firing tho buildings close to the convent, retired apse 
behind the Pelota, which the Russians were’ ninbhe te 
ross. 

Daring tho day the enemy Tad mde a deguuedtea- 
tion against the Rngsiue right, bit it hud deen feetdy 
supported. Night puta end to the conte, whet 
had continued fourteen hours, exch purty losing nearly 
three thous men, 

Willgenstein, reinforeed hy hiv reserve tram Repriss, 
watched for a fiworuble opportinity te recommen 
his attack ; this ho evleuluted would be afforded daring 
tho ovacuation of Polotak, on which event hw eortti- 
dently relied, ag being the certain conseqence of the 
operations of the preceding duy, and of Che dianeamtras 
lions he had nade hy ovdevitge wn beige to de thrown 
over the Divina, as if he were nhenth to cress and 
invest Polotak on that side, 

8. Oy, lo oneourage this delusion, direeted his 
baggage, under a slrong cavalry escort, to file behind 
tho Dwina wong a rou in yiew of the Kussinns, nnd 
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to volumn into Pololak by another road hidden from 
their ahservation sa xtvalepene the more dileely lo sues 
coor as ib was studiously reported: that 8. Gyn hut 
nelually recammendet the evaenmion lo Oudinot he. 
fore he himself obtained Che conunmnd in chiel 

S. Cye, finding (hut Wittgoustein did not wltack, 
and that his roops did not even keep under arms, 
opened wll his guns on tho Russian Ties ab five in the 
wlornoon of the 18th, ail gimullancously sallied from 
Spasa in threo columns, 

Tho Jtussiaus were taken quile uimwares, but, as is 
adinitted and admired tn all the onomy’s records, foll 
Into thei yanks without wy disorder, wud formed 
steadily in their position, 

Shablered, however, by the artillery, which raked 
its columns, Ureit lef, nolwithstanding an obstinately 
protracted: resistance, was obliged to reeedo and fall 
hack ilo Che wood behind the farm. 

The Russian centre, tssgulted with equal ditpetn 
osity, was unsellling, atl wbandoning tho fun that 
way on the point of being cartied by Logrand's divi- 
Rion, when Unmen, seoing the necessity of a desperate 
fork to save the wmy about to bo out off from 
Repno, the only voulo of retro, charged forward tub 
the head of vine battalfons, and recovered the lost 
wround. ‘Mhirey squadrons of Cte Chevalier gumrds, 
duvdig on dhe enemy ab the same onset, overthrew 
with much logs several columns wilempling to tun 
Thunen’s left; various olher movements of the onemy 
were also snecessfully badled, 

4. Cyr, seeking to recover” tho advantages tus 
wresteil from hii, ordered w mass of cavalry, tuided 
hy the coneontrated five of fifteen pieces of avliller ys 
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to pierce tho Russian contre, ‘Phe Tnssine eviley 
mol {bab apoed, overwhelmed if ad ull that apyaosed 
them on their way, puesning the fiygitives: ta Nie 
suburbs of Polotak and Galsings the fitter: youee (al 
which, however, they vould only Lrityg away fe far 
want of means of removal) before der Eesti ces 
serves arrived, who openiug their fire fret Cie hotises 
of tho suburbs, compelled a prompt refrent. 

Tho Russian vight, whieh vovered the roud of 
Dissna,* had suecessfilly iminttined ifs promi, ued 
in every park of the field the Rusgius cvomined 
mastera of their original posts, 

A. dotachment of Gradio Iusaars, aid in Dictation 
of tho Pawlask roghnent of gremutions, grdiert grout. 
cvelit during the affairs for being eut of nent the 
Polota, where they had heen watelitys twa fires aie thee 
loft of the Russinn line, instead of simrenderiag ns wits 
expected, they forced thebr way throiysh the nena “x 
dlignmont, and even making gene prisonen in their 
progress, gained Ohunphurtly the Russinn position, 

8. Gye finding that te coukt uitke ne inypasssiat 
on the immovable tenacity: at ee Hiesbins, pradindly 
relaxed his five, whieh consed (owns niydity 

Tho Russians withdrew between Hopne tid Prone. 
montize, and conbinned GH the 22nd thebe retrain 
“movomont, whon toy renehed Sivokhinn and Pole. 
litchio Tehitar on the right bunk af the Driva, anal 
posted a small rear guard ides Whistail tt Hetaio, 
on the left bank: here it continued wymelesterd atid 
tho 22nd; when the enemy, whe Tea quietly nil 
tmexpeededly vemutued in Polat, mode an attaed, 
under Wrede, on the post of Beloie, aid for we nemient 
obtained possession of a firm, whieh tuenedt the Haneda 
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Hight, but thoy were quickly driven back on Garnzo- 
lewo. with the lass of two toured prisoners, wid five 
huneved killed and wounded. Willgeastein then 
commenced, dheowing wp works to defond the position 
of Siwokhina, and also toetified Sebije, where he pro 
poset to estublish his magazines, artillery-park, and 
depits. 8. Cyr also aceupied his troops in making 
defences ab Polotak. 

The lash day’s action at Polotzk had cost othe 
Russias thee thousand mer, soyen guns, and Uireo 
gonerals wounded.* 

Tho enomy lost as many, including five hundeed 
prisoners 5 and they lad four generals wounded, of 
whom two died ft ; : 

Wittgoustein never had warrant with his iuferiorily 
af foves Co undertake the dislodgment of two ol the 
enemy's corps ontronehed in Polotzk-—he should lave 
heen salistied with the diseomlituve of Oudiot's offon- 
sive eutorprixe 5 but lived on by the dispositions aud 
alratugem ofS. Gyr, ho was invelyod inn snare from 
whieh ho was oxtricued by the zonl, nerve, and digse 
vipline of his officary and soldiers. 

Some have thought. that Wittgenstein should havo 
mado his chief ablack on Polotzk, Int he had uot forec 
cnotgh, oven after (he eapiare of Ge Spass Convent, 
to koop 8. Gyr's corps in cheeks behind tha Pelolas 
wid iit he advanced on the town, his rea world have 
heen uncovered, mid all his communications Jost 

8. Cyr sects to have tmissed an opportunity of 
tuning the Russian right Gwhilst the contro and left 


* Borg, (amon, aud Kosnozkoftakat, 
t Cousuila Verdier, Deroy, Sleblen, and Raglowieh. Dorey and Selden 
dior a day ov two afterwards, 
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wero Wholly engaged) hy no reser¥e whieh Tee might 
have drawn fron the Pelotag lath lie eomdbiteterd lis 
manoatyres, dn all abher respects, with shill nad wel 
considered assurances of his enmngy's Tnpeliesity ant 
erroncons enleulations of his infentionss: tis sere 
was, howover, confined toe vieloriow defence of hia 
position, for ho was too eripplod by his mdyersiry to 
reap any other advantage, 

Sho intelligence af Chis auntatet af suveess, neverthu 
less, was most sulishetory to Napoleon Sending 
%. Cyr amarshal’s sta? asa prool of his approbation, 
he resolved forthwith to disenss no lenge thee qestion 
of his own wilvance fo Moseow Fark tomeve on (frst, 
where he understood that Burelay proposed to give 
him battle, 

Quilting Smolonsl on the 2rd, he despafehed an 
order on his way, dated the 26th, “fur Vietor te 
march from the Niemen with his gorpa, aud makings 
Smnolensk his heud-inrters, to take under hig chins 
the governnonts of Mohilew and Witepsi. Te alae 
diveclod Augeroan lo rephee Vietor with: the eappa 
of now lovies whieh he Tad boop forming 5" adeinge 
that “ Muardonnld was about to hesiege Hehe 4 that 
Witigonatein could nob again dake heal ngaiust 
Ondinol and 8. Cyes and that Dauheawekd with his 
division was in strongth enough to mmintain the ean. 
munications from Minsk to Orewa id Sinelenst, 
without any interruption fram General Metel at 
Bobruisk, whose garrison waa werk, wud hon 
Schwarzenhorg would keep tt cheek.” 
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Inpertan Russian Ariry. 


On tho 26th tho Russian army retired in threo 
cols on Louchicd, Semlowo, and A fimsiowo, 

The onemy attacked the rear guard behind tho 
Osma, but could not foree it, and Rosan kept his 
ground till the ovening, whon he rotired behind tho 
Nestea, 

On the 27th tho army of Barelay wniled near 
Wiazma, and Bagrathion look post at Skoblowo, 

Murat altacked the rear guard al Rybki—tho action 
was sharp, Drab without any result. 

On the 28th the to armies rolired on Pederowskoia, 

Tho rear puard was more hotly pressed, Tut it was 
nol compromised, in ils retreat on Wiazaine, 

On the 20th the united amics look post at Tsarewo 
Zalomich, 

Tho roar grard commanded by Konownitsyn (for 
Platow, hearbsiek at the evacuation of Smolensk and 
iirterminuble velreats, had withdrawn on the plea of 
physical indisposition), approached within twelve miles 
of the wmy, after firing the magazines at Windina : 
the conflagration consumed tall the town before the 
enemy could enter, which they did early on the sano 
morning, 

Barelay, on hearing that Napoleon headed his amy 
tigain, oxpressed his determination (6 aeeopt buble tu 
tho plain of Taurewo Zalomich, and ordered forward 
from Catal, Milaradowiteh the gallant and omulougs 
rival of Bagrathion, who ld arrived there conducting 
sixteon Chousand infutry of the new lovy aul twelve 
findrod horse; but in the ovening of tho 29th Bar- 
clay’s oscillutions and responsibility terminated hy the 
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arrival of Marshal Prince Kartasow, whe satpraserted 
him in the commend, 

A. changa of chief had hovons ilispoteathhe, 
Baveluy no longer contd commandt any contilener in 
his judgient ov firmmess of purpose, Ute tint ssatneed 
to bo governed by the chapter of aeeidents, nud ty 
havo wasted his foveo by coutinil movements without 
oxplicable or dutined object. 

The spirit of (heaumy: was alfeeteal hy at senieaf 
mortification, aud wt ranks towlly aad heltly eon 
plained; discontent was general, wud discipline re- 
laxing. 

The nobles, the merchants, and the papbation wt 
largo, were indiynmnt al seoing city after vity, paver 
ment after government whandaned, GL dhe envy’ 
guns wore almost lieard at Moscow, tid S. Peters 
burg dowhted of ils own safety, 

The removal of w gener who lid vot beet alse to 
make a more fivoweble application of thy snerifives 
whieh thoy Jind so nobly mide, mid the doit ag 
lavishly shed, had become ai invert denguiad, 

Tho .ditioultios of Bareluy, as already shied, were 
jiamensely boyont his eupueity to replat: satiofines 
lorily or to overcomer he soul te pallintes them, 
oud in the endeavour he but aggravator thei evile 
till thoy were too formidable for tirther test in hia 
direetion. 

Jlo was a brave soldier aud a gout oftives, hat net 
a captain with e master mind equul to thee need, 

Marslial Princo Kutusow woe horn nahi, aie wits 
stil more uobly allied hy imarviage. Tu his yvanethe fie 
was rogurdad ase very gallent oflleer, wel hal serve 
with distinction, © Wonnded several times, at one 
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oecasion he Tost an eye, bub the expression of his 
cowtlontuice was auill engagingly intellectual. 

Ab the buttlo of Austerlitz he commandeit the Rus 
stan corps; bub as ho disnpproved the fvtel, fant 
movement Unb ocersioned the loss of the hatdlo wl- 
most before ib was commeneed, his reprtition did uot 
suflor by that event. 

Tn tho your 1811 ho had obliained great successes 
over tho Turks, aul in the following year, by tho aid 
of Muytish and Swedish influence, concluded the peace 
which contributed so much lo the saoly of the Rus- 
sien oinpire, 

Ho had passed somo of his time ab Paris, and pro 
server a predilection for tho French; ho cisteusted 
wd yeb was not porsonally disinclined to Napoleon, 

A bot yvivpit—polished, courteous, slurewd us a 
Cock, naturally intelligent as tn Asiatic and well 
instrneted ay an Miopein—he was moro disposed to 
trust to diplomacy for his suvcess thin to murtial 
prowoxs, for whieh by his ago and the state of his cou~ 
stitution ho wad no louger qualifled, 

When he Joined the army he was seventy-four Pts 
oll, and thowwh hale, so vory corpulont and ie 
wieldy that he was obliged to move about, even when 
in the field, in wv little fourewhoelod carriage with a 
head, enlled a droske 

Sieh was the suecessor of Barely, whom, us Alox« 
nndev told the Mnglish General Sir Rohert Wilson, 
“the nobility of Russia had solectol to vindiente th 
wins of Russia, anc dofend theie remaining possess 
sions.” 

Round to the slake by tho cirenmstances of his 
appointment, le could not decline the battle whieh he 

K 2 
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had hoard vociferously demandel wherever toe laut 
passed; but nol approving for the arenn af eouilutt, 
of tho plain xeluoted hy Barely, he withdrew the wvary 
on tho 80th to dackowo, where Milaradow iteles reine 
forcomont wag disteibutert amempest thy regeinienta at 
tho army, ne if was nob finned Co le da tit state to 
form an independent corps. 

On tho 2nd of Septomdue Cha army apatite fell Tne 
on tho convent of Kolotskoi, and on the ded eniterid 
the position of Borodin. 

Napoleon had lntlerly pressed on with peat ie 
tivity, and on the Lat of September rencleal Uijutsk. 

Tho march of the enemy from Smolensk Int besa 
accompanied with the most burhnraua destrietion 
and disorder of ovory kind, ven the towns which 
thoy wore ocenpying were set on Are with rechlexsly 
mad forovity, wud disreyied of heb own inberesta, 

Qjatsk and Dorggohouche suffered thin fate, anid 
Junot himsoll nearly perished in the flnmies, Nue 
thing wes respeelod; a demon spivit raised, and 
vovolled with oxtorntituling: fury, prepurriage a day af 
vongeuncs 10 Jost svige ined caliumi ters, 

‘The movements of the coutulerate araiy were alse 
more and more cnembered hy frerensdage lnyepagee pened 
anbulance of every kinl, #0 that Napoli at hist 
issued wn ordor, which was never executed, “tlt all 
carriages found contravening the reyulitions far their 
march and parking should be baw,” 

“© Taleo enve,” he wrote ta Berthive, “ utke Care, 
Hoar cousin, Uivb the firal baggage [may Inve tu ean 
sumo bo not thet of the head quarter stat.” 

On the 2nd of Xeptombor another order wast isso 
directing the generis nud chiefs af rryitnenta tt cals 
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leah all tho soldiers Cit were Tingeriug behind, to 
ingpeet ams, aud adopt avory measure to render their 
force asgftivignt as possible, for they were on de eve 
of a decisive Jattle.” 

Tho ollteial roturus in conformily: with this order 
weve one imdred and three thousand infimlry wider 
arn, and thirty-one thonsund eavaley. Total in 
round numbers, tucliding artillery, staff corps, &e,, 
one hundred cand forty thousand sighting men, 

Tho tufantery was report (al in good ordor, ub be 
cavalry was gonerally in bad condition from fitigne, 
and from want of good water and proper lood, 
Minat one day complaining lo Nansouty that “ tho 
euwviulry lad not vigorously oxeeuted a charge,” Nan 
soutty is suid to lave replied, “The horses have no 
palviotism: the soldiers fight widhout Dread, but tho 
Thorses insist on only,” 

When Napoleon commenced hostilities, the same 
corps which now mustered only one hundred and 
forty thousmad men, exeeaded two hundred and cighty 
thousand: deducting thirty-five thousmud employed 
on dotichmenty, the defieloney muounted to a Tine 
dead wad five Chousand, and this Toss had been sus. 
tuined before some of the divisions had even been 
engaged, 

Ou the dth of September Napoleon marehed on 
Cuidnewa, where Konownilsyn was stubioned with a 
ret guard of twonty battalions and ninely-fvo aque. 
drona, , 

A sovore action waa prolonged till night, during 
which the hussers of [dorm and the Cosaneksa sur 
rode’ and sabred five whole squadrons of the one- 
wy 3 bit Konownitsyn seoing that his right (dank was 
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being twned, votired leisurely, nud entered Cle pei. 
tion of Boradino. 

Tho position of Boradina, whieh (he emmyyall oat 
Mojnisk,"* restod fis right thunk on a weed, distur 
about five Imudred yards from the Moskwa. 

Tho vivulot of Koloeza, fordible very adareelul 
ronning through a adeop ravine, covered thee frat af 
tho right, and part of the centre ug fie as the ville 
of Borodino, 

#Tho loft oxtonded from the height uhoyve Borcaling 
boyond the villago of Semenawskuie, 

Tho ground was here more open, but deep ravines 
and brushiood intorsected it, wd render) npprencd 
difficult for compact hodies, ' 

Fiold works wore consivucted in front of the woud, 
on the right of the position, 

On the heights in front of Corki-~avhich my be 
considored the right contre of the whole position~- twa 
strong redonhla wore established, conmataling Hares 
dino, tho Koloeza, aid the high youd fram Simbel 
fo Moscow culled the now rod, whieh dai thronph 
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Bovodino, Gorki, and tho contre of tho army to Mo- 
Juice. The advanced battery was conatracled within 
four hundred yards of the Iwltery nearest Gorki, and 
wed capable of holding twelve lumdred men, 

Tho left of the position being tho weakest, a has 
tioned battery with curtain prolongations was osia« 
lished on the heights that overlooked all the plain 
that Iny in its fronts this batiery sorved as a point of 
conlacl between the contro and left. 

Tho village of Semenowskoio, which ley in frofiteas 
tho loft, had beon destroyed to provent an enemy's 
lodgment in ibs and a considerable redoubt had heen 
projeetod in advance, bub it was no moro than (raced, 

fi front of this ruil village von a deep movine, 
hoyond whieh three fléches ov redins wore eansleueled, 
destined to support the advanced chasseurs 5 and again 
in adyanes, one hill silumted behyeen ayo sinall woods, 
wbout eightcon hundred yards in front of the village 
of Chowardino, was unothex field work inlonded to de 
Iny the progress of an cnomy moving on Semonowskoio, 

Tho threo villages in front of Chownrdino, called 
Alekgiuki, Fomlsino, and Doronino, were occupied by 
light troops, 

Tho old voud from Smolenst to Moseow xen imme- 
diately on the loft of the Russian position through 
dJelnia, and then, taking a direction Guwough Oulttsa, 
avepl round behind the whole through Psarewo to 
Mojaisk, whero it nniled with the new rond, 

Thus tho field of buttle ranged from the Moskwa 
lo tho old road of Smolensk al Oulitsa, a distauco of 
whoul eight thousand yards; but tho principal ground 
‘of contest wag confined to the spaco belween Boro: 
dino mul Oulilsa, ie. about five thousand yards, 
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The whole saeco was hraken, billawy, al iieven, 

The Ruystun aeuy consisted af nitedy Ceapsrd 
affective regulars, lon Cound mili af Aloxeaw iu 
of Sinolensk, whieh lid foiued ao thy ar five pre 
viously, aud sever thousand Cossarles 

Bagrathion communal te lett, Heningsen ne 
contre, Barelay the right. 

On the Sth of September Mang appeared in teat at 
the position by the vould of Qolowing, and inunediately 
déployod his cavalry and the diyisivn Campane, hy 
which i6 was supported, 

The Viceroy lool the direction of orudine, mut 
Ponintowski moved through delain along the ald 
Smolensk road, 

At to o'clock in the aflumnoon, Napoleon, whe tnel 
come forward to reconnoitre, ordered it attuck ta he 
mado on the Russian light (oops in the: villages et 
Aleksinki, Momikino, und Doroniie, and un die redenbt 
of Chowardino, . 

Ab four o’elovl the enomy passed the Molise, aja. 
lodging the Russinns fren the Chee Ialure-taaet 
villavos, nnd establishing theanselyes behind jaar eheve 
tion in front of the redonht whieh was armed with 
bvelve fold pivees, ant from whiel clovation they kept 


pe galling five on the Russien camnoncenn, 


As soon ns Campus dnd platted hia yrs on! at 
vintnenwo Unt fuvoured the operation, lw apenet his 
fro on the redoubt, 

Murat then attempted to charge between te re 
Houbt and x owood on the left, bub was driven Daek, 

Princo Gorchakew, who was entrusted with di de 
fence of this redoubt, had supported i with two rie 
ments of infantry, supported uguin on thee right hy 
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lave rephnents of dragoons und four pieees.of flying 
artillory, and on the left by a division of cuirassiers 
and eight pieces of flymg arlllery 5. tive regiments of 
dragoons lind aso heen employed in covering the 
chassctrs on their retreat from the villuges. 

Alter a henvy connonade on the redoubt, which had 
silenced several of ity guns, the enemy made a rush at’ 
the vedonbt and enrvied it, The Russinns rallying 
recovered it—again lost it--again retook. it--and a 
third time, haying been driven out, forced a re-entraiied; 
Int wore ut length obliged to give up the confligt, and 
leave the enomy fora timo in possession. 

Ab oight o’clock Bagrathion, finding Gorchakow 
soo much pressed, veinforeed lin with w division of 
gremudiars, and going Josward himself to examine the 
enemy's streneth and dispositions, ordeved the gremy 
dier divivion to proevedt and stom the vedoult that 
had been abandoned, 

‘Two columns of the chewy bore down on tho. ad- 
veuniig division to attuek it in flank, but tho cuiras- 
siers of Little Russiu ‘and Gloutchkow threw them 
into confusion, and pushing: on carried the enemy's 
Inutbery in front of Doronino, bringing away lve pieces 
af cannon oub of oleht; whilst the dragoons of Khar. 
kow und Tehurnigow attacked two columns advancing 
from Ponikino on Doronitio, and carried off their two 
BUDS. 

Onder fuvour of this successtil diversion, tho grena- 
iors possessed Chenelves of the redowbt, and rotained 
it Lill an order came from tho Marshal at ten o'clock 
ut night “to withdrew trom it, as it was oub of the 
inain defensive lino of the position, was turucd by, 
Poniatowski, who had advanced to Jelnia, and hy 
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cheering, aa it had dene, the eneiy's appa, hil 
fully accomplishardt (he object of its constritet ian. 

The enemy soon aflerwards evept forwieed, sed 
found (he vedouht nnaceupied, eseept by fives panes 
of which the artillerymen and horses Ind eeu killed 
—ond ono thousnnd af their ow shin aid womnbet 
comrades, Who were strowed in und avon, 

Napolcon’s headiguarters were thal niyit estate 
Dlished al Waloniowa, near Mandting, Init an tee ther 
sido of the Koloevu,  ‘Pheday of the Gili was pue el 
fn mutawl proparations fine Ue enyatcetment tert wits 
probably lo decide not only thy fine of Hussia said of 
its invador, Int of Hurape, 

Napoleou, dowbitul whether the Russiame tnul ve. 
mained in their posilion, mounted his horse Jain 
Gay-dawn, Binding that they tad nat moved, be 
reconnoitred thom in detail, and Tnving mude his 
dispositions, yuiblishol to his army the lolluwing 
proclamation +— , 

“Sokbors—tho mmoment for tat Dante y cate hand ase 
long ardently desired is at Tina. The vietery nan 
deponds on yourselves TE is necessary it will axsure 
us abundance of gol whiter quinetony and a xpevily 
return to our own country, 

“Behavo np nb Austerlita, Merion, Witepsk, and 
Smolensk—that tho most distunt posterity mag vite 
your conduot on this day- that they muy any of you, 


‘The was in tho great date under the walls of 
Moscow,’ ” 


This-address, so wnisutlly Jow in tone, wan nifaplod, 
however, to the feclings aul condition of the army. 
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The army required subsistence, repose, and the 
prospech of an early rotarn (o their homes, 

Privations, fiutigue, and digguat lad onfechled their 
passion for glory; aul yet on thea morrow, when 
arrayed on her field of bleed, all forgot chair prick, 
and cuulonsly strove lo win her crown, though eypress 
word enwrenthed with its laurel, 

Kutusow, preceded by the holy image resened from 
Smolensk, had also pussed his wmy in review, and 
published a proclumation to his (roops, which, afler 
advorling to the erncl ravages committed by the 
onomy, Goncladed in these Lerma: - 

“oldie, fulfil your duties. Think of tho saeri- 
feos of your cities to tho flames -of yorr ehildren 
who inplove your protection, Phink of your Hanperor, 
your Lord, who vegurids you as the source of wl his 
alvongth ; wid tomorrow, before the sin xoty, you will 
have traced your faith anc your wWlegiaueo to your 
Hoveroipn wud country, in the blood of the aggressor 
wal of his hosts.” 


Tho troops responded to the wmouncomont with 
shots (hat evidenced (heir resolve to discliurge ute 
duuntedly thei duty, ud to eonquer if vielory could 
ho achieved hy bravery, or if foiled by superior 
nuubers, to raise by the seerifce of Uheir tives an 
imperishable monument to their courage, fidelity, and 
patriotism. 

Qn thy morning of tho 7th the sun that was to 
shine for tho lash time on so many thousands of tho 
rave rose extraordinarily bright. 

Napoleon is said to haye hailed the usconding relul- 


J0 BATTLE OF ROTODENG, Serr lot 


gent orb aga twinsunof Austerlitz; aud he proved 
bo place himself, with (ult ennfistenee in the aieqaivinnns 
omen, on tho hillvek new Chewardino, ta sujperiutend 
the movements, 

On the eminence beyond this spat he hued arlene 
three butlories, ench of Qwerty fine twelve, 
to be constructed dari (he night; thee tinst to phy 
on the Russian contre, nearly de front of the very af 
the Viceroy 5, the second (o hear onthe redunht whave 
the runing of Semenallskoins the third on tae three 
fl&chos which covered the front of the Hosein left, 
whore Bagrathion commmanled, 

Pontaltowsli liad orders to moye fram delnia alan 
tho old road of Sinelensk to Majnisl, to advice out 
of the woud, aud to guin the rent of the lett ef the 
Russian position; Davoust to attack in font the 
Russian left, with the divisiony Camping, Desaix, aul 
Iriant; Ney, with his own corps und damatta, ta 
Allack the vight of the left andl tel eontin, extending 
from Ohowardino to Aleksink’ : ant thy Viewtas with 
his aamy end ho anvlry of Crouehs, supporter hy 
the divisions Gerard and Mori, to keepin cheek thie 
Rassiun right contre andl vight, and Cats fe fora on 
tho tefl bank of the Rotowan the lett wing uf the 
confederate many. 

Tho Tipevial Card, oll and new, wits posted nat 
reserve on the right of Moukiie, 

Hight corps wero Uru collected! to storia ine the: dlest 
instance the redouhis and works located hedavevn the 
Kolocza und the wood coutignots ta the all Sinlousk 
rou, 

The Russi army during the night bad also an ed 
info ity order of Tnuttle positions, 
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The village of Reradina, as heing advanced heyoud 
the Russint Tine of defoneo, was only occupied hy the 
chasseurs of tho Guard. 

On the extreme right, extending to the Afoscow 
youd, and within a thousand yards off the Moslova, 
Baguwouth wag stationed with his corps on échelon, 
mul a veserve formed of the first corps of cavalry with 
seven regiments of Cossacks wider Platow., On his 
loft stood Osterman, with his loft established on the 
cininenve above the Noloeza. Thon Doctorow, who 
was charged with the defence of the great babtlery 
hove Borodino, aid wider Gorki,  Ructtskot ovenpied 
the ground bebweon this bablery nnd Semenollskole, 
Wovonzow aul Borosdin supported the fiéehes in tront 
of Senonalfkkoie, and were sustained in tho seeond Tne 
hy the division of Naveraligkal, 

Prinee Gharles of Meckloubinrg with his gronndicrs 
wemmined th reserve behind Semenollskoie 5 whilst the 
second division of enirassierg formed in extended line 
hehind the gronadiors of Princes Charles, la enrey' aid 
to the wholo loft na might be required, 

Touchkoll, with tho divisions Konownilsyn and 
Alwogonofl, with the ton thousand militia in voservo, 
were employed to defend Oulitsa, and prevent the 
enomy front verching Psarewo, and Une establishing 
himself in the year of the mmy to endanger its 
commumnivation with Mojaisk. 

Tho Imperial Guarda wore slaioned in reserve 
behind the centre, and thoy were supported by the 
division of Depreradowiteh'’s enivassicrs. 

The reserve artillery was parked at Psarewo, 

The envalry formed behind the infantry, gnording 
the intervals between the lines and columns, 
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Tho Cossacks allashed to the different corps wer 
gteiinled on the thurks, and. the: ehnssemes adage Che 
ravines and brnshwood tit lay in teat. 

Barelay was charged with the snpeciitendenes af 
the right, Beningsen of the conteg, aml Hiyceathion 
commanded his own army on the deft, 

Tho Russians had six hiudvod wal forty pares, the 
enemy a hound, 

The Koloeza was fordable everywhere, hat as the 
banks wore rugged and ateep, Deidges were Cirovn 
across to facililate communicttion, 

Atasix in tho movning of the 701 af September the 
cnomy suddenly opened flre from their right tattery 
wnder tho direelion of Gener Sorhier, with aw dite 
doving peal, which wos follower by lightning tishes 
from all the other Iatteries, 

The Russians, who had also been standing wt their 
guns, returned the fire with eral aluevily and vio, , 

Dayoust, lowing Mriant in reserve, anavedt the 
division Desaix along the shirts of the frisdiwanid 
upon ils right, whilst Coup, preeedial hy thirty 
piveos of artillery, advanced diveetly in front micdlar 
showers of grape uid nnesketiys when he lad ape 
proached sulliciently near, one of his regiments rushed 
towards tho most advanced feehe, 

Tho bnpetuows onset way stevtfastly repuubsed, wel 
(icnoral Rapp, who led it, way severely wenneled, 
Tho next in commun was also shortly afterwards 
obliged to leave the fleld, being struck hyo euinon 
ball. 

Ney, seeiligs thal the division was wavering, snd 
beans to ils support. With Pinot’ corps ag his reserve, 

his succour permitted the renewul of the attack wed 
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the eaplure of the (ches but it was recovered almost 
as soo ad lost by Woronzow abt the head of his grenn 
tors formed dn solid semues, anil by a eharge of the 
cuirassiors under Dourku, supported by the division 
Neveroflskai. The confliet Truk been nest si 
guinary, and the enemy were oliliged to suspend 
their fether aliompla until reinforeements could be 
obtaineds bub there was no pauso in the eaunonude 
and muskelry. 

Poniatowski about that thne, having forced and 
cleaved the wood in which he had been long detained 
lo the great prejadica of Napoleons origiual plan, 
deployed his force, und drove the Russian light troops 
out of Oulitsa, nolwilhstanding that the Rassiun gus 
had poured wamost destructive tire upon his columns 
in their advance to that points 

Tonchkoll, on vetiving, fell back on vn height that 
commanded the plain in front where till midday ho 
nuvintauiied a unvemilling gombut. 

Tho Viceroy, aftér an obstinate opposition, in 
which his guns Tut been several Gines siloueed hy 
the Russinn batteries, suecvedod in oceupying Boro» 
dino permanontly. 

Louving «division of infintry and soma light 
cavidry to wateh his rear in the direction of the 
Moskwa, he crossed the Koloeza with (he ronainder 
of his tuany, und formed in front of the Gorki bat 
tories and the greab bastioncd battery that eovered 
the Russinn right contre, 

Ney, who had been compelled to desist from his 
onslaughts until further strengthened, ayvaited impo 
tieutly tho veinforvement for whieh ho had applied 
to Napoleon, who delayed compliance nnitil he lind 
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received reports from; oflier corps, Tub at length die 
gave the order for Mridnt to jain, °* 

Aboutnine o'clock Davoustand Ney moved forward, 

Tho Russians also, daring thia tuterval rehulareed 
by cavalry sent by Barclays continned a sttecessful 
defonco for an how, when exhuus(ed by dheie effarta 
and loss, thoy wero obliged ta ubandon (he fechos 
with tho guns standing in them, 

Some of the onemy, following up Uheire inkvantage, 
passed the ravine of Semenolskeie, nud eshelilivted 
themselves in tho vuiws of the village 3 bit Horosdin, 
ab the head of hia granadiera, eluted, repamserdt dae 
ravine, and regained the firhes, 

Tn this chargo Prince Charles of Meekhadurg wis 
wounded. 

Nausouty end Tatow Manhowg bore down punt 
tho Russians before they had time to rear the 
fléches, and thay were again relinquished, when 
Konownitsyn, coming up with his division, replant 
in them ity gory stumhuds. Tn this vouttiet Mujer 
gonoral ‘Totehieel! was killed, aad, ent the side af 
the onomy, Gener Romanew af Davousats shill, 

Napoleon, seeing tht ne dapression lad heen 
made on tho Tussin loft, now drderetl the Vieorny 
lo carry tho bastioned redowht in Cont of his right, 

The difienltios which the round presated to the 
advance of tho divisions Bronssiey, Gerard, wut Mo« 
vat had beon grew, bat were spivitedly suemenuted, 

Tho firal lodged itself in a reving between Boradting 
and the redoubl, whilst Morand, aipported by Gerad, 
ggiued the oxphunady in front of the werk, 1 honee, 
noblwilhstaiding the showers of stape that poured on 
his column, he contimedt tho finpulse tht he tel 
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communiented, rusher npon, reached, stormed,” and 
entrivd, the retlouht! | 7 

Koutaisow and Yernelow sprang instantly forward 
wilh some batlalions duken fam the vorps al’ Dav. 
torow, and, uniling with the rallying remains of the 
division Passkowiteh whick had heen driven back 
from tho vedoubt, aud supported in their mavenen, 
by Reoffskoi, thoy charged tho vietors in front and ou 
both flanks, in hopes of dislodging them and inter- 
cepting their retreat. 

Tho, attompt merited and obiained suecuss, 

Almost all those who were in tho redoubt (the 80th 
of tho line) wore hayonoted; but Coneral Bonani, 
who communied in il, and who was severely wounded, 
had his life spared, 

Plauwanne, who had advanced to cover the flying 
rem, was killed; aud Goraed’s division, which 
had moved on to support Morand, bei ehuryged by 
orf with favo regiments gf enyalry whom Barelny 
had detached to sustain the ngsault, was’ thrown into 
grout cisordor 

The Russians had to lament tho death of Koutnisow, 

The ‘Vicoray, haying failed in his coup-lo-main, 
playodt on tho vedodht with all his artillery, and with 
such effect that the division oceupying it was necessn- 
tily relioved on aecount of ils desirnotive loss. 

Noy, despairing of carrying the fiches in wlyanes 
of tho Russian left by a front attack, and of aftor- 
wards holding them, determined to push Jimot’s corps 
hetwoen the Russian left ad the corps of Tonchioll, 
which formed the extreme left. ‘Thus ho expecta to 
gain hisobjeet by turning the féches, whilst Touchioff 
night ho simultaneously placod in jeopardy. 

L 
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Princo Calitzln, with hia cnirassias, detente 
tho apaco on whieh danot diveeted Mis inevelt y but 
Princo Bagine of Wirtemberg Qvho hid bee de 
lachod by Barelay to sappord the tefl), on tiditg, nu, 
ho had moro than suMletent foree te popu the riphit 
under tho cnemy’s now manifested dispusitions of 
battle, opportimely arrived ab Che imenmeed puiut, 
attacked the head of dinoat's column, al bullet its 
proposed operation. e 

Tho arvival of Prineo Bagene apnin dixenneertt 
Napoleon's plan, for ho “hud fault assured hat the 
Rugsian Jefl woukl he foreed ack, or travel, lefire 
any succour from their right voukt arrive to ite 
aid. 

Tho attack of Junot had ceased; but Panintuwaski, 
finding his loft sustained by that corpa, renewed the 
offensive, aid, under cover of forly pieces of canton 
placed ina boltory on the right of Outitay, mover ant 
to force ‘Louchkof’s position. ‘ 

Tho attack, condnatod with energy, abtainet ah Arat 
some siecess s und eyen tha eninenes fren whirh 
the Russian hatlory had heen so long aweepitye the 
plain in front was gained, Rat Tonehkealt, uniting 
all his troops, mob the enemy holdly, repulse dhean, 
and recovered tho lost ground; nor coll the enciny 
mako any subsequent impression lint the brave 
Russian general was mortally worded, and Bages 
wouth was sent for to greeead to the cantnund. 

TL was now mid-day, and the enomy hae seenrel 
no posilive advantage, nor mule any essentinl pros 
gross, 

The loss on both sides fad been enormous ¢ but the 
Russians, boing in their own eouibry, could better 
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repair (hat loss, and save and mitigate the sulerings 
of theit wounded, 

Napoleon felt dint ib was necessary to combine for 
aw concentrated and conclusive effort. Collecting ull 
his disposuble foreo i one mighty mass, planting fou 
hundred ‘pieces of enmnon to cover and support the 
shock, a goneral movemont in advaneo was ordered 
to storm the ‘Russinr lofi, 

Tho collection of this mass, and ils unequivocal 
ohjoct, detormined tho maygh of Milaradowitch ant of 
Osterman in support of Bagrathion 5 all the disposnhle 
cavalry was also assombled to form a resorve to the 
contro, whilst, with the view of distracting Ue enemy's 
nblontion to hi¥ communientions hirear of the Vieoroy, 
Ouwarrow with tho first corps of cavalry, and Phutow 
with his seven thousund Cossneka, were directed “Lo 
move forwant from the tight of the position, make 
thon v conversion to the loft, pass the Koloem, ahd , 
warm the chomy a Borodino and alotig his your, os , 
much and ag fu os ciroumstances would permit.” 

During those movaments tho artillory battle ragod 
with terrible offoot, the Russtana having opposed 
(hree hundvadt pieces to the chomy’s four hnudred, 

As tho enemy’s columns approached, successive 
charges of cavalry and infuilry were interchanged 
wider Gorronts of missiles, that poured as if discharged 
from a Dursting thunder elowl, Dut neither party 
quailed wider thoir stuloring, 

Tho collision was torrifie: all but the rosorves were 
cngaged—tha confusion became indlescribable—avary 
individual soamed to bo animated with the florcest 
exelleoments of hatred and reyonge—each endeavoured 
fo kill an enemy without regard to his own Tilo. 

2 
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Victory hung in the balauee we qually poisert, whut 
Bagrathion, 8, Priost, Woronzew, and tantiinstiaits ether 
goneruls wl hig, were wanden al oblipest to 
withdraw. ; 

Konownllayn assimed the eoruinud, bit even dis 
valour and energy could not repuiy the: sinister ellvet 
of these misfortunes, 

The Russinns, in thoir severale divisions, wa longer 
undor the direction of (ha commander ant af che inet 
vidual chiefs who hd go often Ter thea ta the eum 
bat, relaxed their resistanes, tunl Kono nitss i was 
obliged to take up a position behind Semenalshais, 
abandoning the flchos, but re-extublishinge: hin ditties 
with proab promplilmle an the heighia ihave the 
village, by whieh he cheekedt Cee prays of thes 
cnomy, 

The enomy’s cavalry, wider Nangontty ied Lata 
Manbourg, mado a during uthempl to hronk thieaygh 
the Russian left; Int the twa reyiients af the dine 
portal Churds, Lamoilowskel und Lithnanin, wlan sat 
rormded by (he enemy's sytndrons, formed sine, 
and thoagh rushed hy wo niuderons urtillery fre, Int 
off the French cteirassion® 5 aul whon they wea te ete 
ually succonved by tho Hmporor's aul binpresaey’ 
cuirnssiors, by those of Aswachnn, [Mhiuterinusliy, 
and § George, they ro-ndvanced, wml freed their 
assailants hack across the ravine, 

All tho cnemy’s corps had now been engage exept 
tho Luporial Guards; and during this Inst desperite 
strtigele, when both parties were evidently extutted 
and mtable to make farther decisive exertion, Nnpulean 
had heen earnestly urged hy some af his generals to 
reinforce Davoust and Ney with that formidable corp, 
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nud neeamplish the triumplr partiully gained s Jut he 
infloxibly refused, saying “And ifthe Russings should 
give batile again tomorrow, what forea should 1 have 
lofi fo conmaund the.vielory 2? os 

At this moment ho received the intelligence that 
tho Viceroy was ablacked in his rear at Boradino hy 
the Russian eavalry. Alarmed al the possible conse- 
quences of such an irruption from tho Russian right, 
if making in foreo, ho snsponded all orders until he 
was moro fully acquainted with the real object of tho 
movement. 

Onvarrow and Platow, passing, as directed, the 
Koloeza, and moving in the direction of Borodin, fell 
suddenly upon the Vdeeroy’s cavalry, and threw 
them baok with great loss and disorder on the division 
of fivimbry Delzon’s, loft to guard that village, ‘The 
infantry had dat just time to form inks squares of 
reghnents, and the Viceroy, who, on hgaring of tho 
wbluck, hind Tagstened to the menaced point with lig 
Hatian guards and envalry, was obliged 16 throw 
Ttiusolf for personal safoty into one of the squares. 

Ouverrow and Platow, not having ay Infantry to 
support, dispersed when Thoy*had aogomplishart “thoi 
object by almming the Viceroy, drawing off ix 
forces, and distracting the attention of Nypoleon a 
tho most evilical moment of the buttle 5 for the attuek 
on the centre had been deluyed, and timo gained for 
tho Russian loft to re-orgauize aud crown with their 
batteries the new position, which now presonted a front 
of little more than three thousand yards. 

The Vieoroy finding that there was no further 
cause of apprehension in his rear, and baing reinforced , 
hy dhe legion of the Vistula fro the Imperial Guar, 
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which Napoleon hod ordered to hia nid) on the fhest 
roties of tho cnemy's appewrauce in his eur att aves 
dino, rocrossed the Kolaezi, and prepared to nathe, ax 
ordered by Napoleon, a dovisive mamult an the Tit 
tioned battory wilh lis whole free, 

THis artillory redoublut ifs vioknes, uml te 
‘battle again raged with inereased wiimation ab nll 
points, 

Montbran having heen killed, Caulaineaurt Tad 
succocded to Ute command of his division af cules 
iors, 

Murat, seizing tho moment when the divisions of 
Morand, Gerard, and Bromaior were heysimbge te 
mako an impression on the Ratsian colina, ordered 
Caulaincourl to charge throngh their intervals, nnd 
thon, by a wheel on his left, to enter the ye yereath Heron 
by ils open gorge. 

Fixceuting his order with the most exemplury 
bravery aud whilily of direction, he ran the pruntlet 
through tho columns, and, sweepfag round, gained 
tho goryos Ing the cannon from the supporking batlery 
and works, aud tho Siro from the infantry is the re 
doubt, nogriy exterminated all the seyailauts, the 
intropid Caulaincourt boing one of the first to fell in 
this his bed of imporishable hononr, ‘The vduut, 
though ponctrated, was still Rusaion, when form in 
fantry regiments of tha cnomy rnghing fimwarl 
again stormod ib sneecasflly, puithys all ite env 
defenders to deaths every Russinn, indeed, refused. 
quartor, and contended hand to hand oven in the lnat 
agonies, 

tn vain tho Riwssinn artillery from the supporting 


Supe, 1HL2, BACEON OF BORODINO, 181 


redoult andl works round Gorki poured their fre 
upon the enemy lodged in the explured redoubt and 
soutiguous ground which afforded shelter. Dn vain 
the Russhins oncdenwvoured, with the shattered means 
auIL Jofe them, to reguin the whole portion of the 
position lost, and perhaps isolate within it, if sne-' 
cossfil, somo of tho cnomy's corps, Ardour the most 
outhosiastic—cournge the most devoted—dduld pot 
achiove any progress against tho tromendous car 
nago power now bearing on thoms but still thelr 
horoie daring and endurance extorted from Napoleon 
language of admiration Unb will for ever constitute 
thoit proudest culogium. 

The onomy’s farther success was, however, wrested ; 
and an altonipt made by Cronchy at the heal of the 
cavalry of Chastel stitioned upon the left of the View 
voy, In the hope (hab the Russian cavalry could nob 
reach the grounk in time lo repel il, as well as all 
sibsequent allompla to forge back the Jussivn aligue 
ments, prover! ineifecttal, 

Napoleon oxpressed an inclination to continuo the 
combat by an attack on the works and helghts of 
Corki, that he might break in upon the Jusginn 
tights; bul, ag the Mrench say, “his generals wnani- 
mously represented Ub the toss would be lao gre 
in achieving (hab attack, if success were atluiimblo, 
which was dowhtfals for Barclay, forescoing tho im 
ponding danger, had moved up already his last ro 
soryea to defend tha point end ‘strengthen the 
position betieon tho captured redoubt and Some- 
noftskoie.” 

Poniatowski, emulous of the Vieeroy’s exploit, 


. 
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moved forward upon the elt vend of Sinolemsh ¢ but 
Hageavoulh, who hud tke the conumnd of Boneh. 
kof's corps, velired ton hill nea the sires af the 
rivulet of Somonolfskoie, where hestendily nudatainal 
himsolf in spite of every snevendings mavenent ts cline 
“lodge him. 

About thvee o'clock Napoleon, fhuings hia whale 
arpy talder fire, exept his Gwenty thous Cure, 
and thet it was rapidly extemting, ordered) it eessis 
tion of active operntions, Dut the cannon and 
Uiraillow: fire continued tI wightful, 

At this hour a detachment of the enemy, suddenly 
débonching from Semenofakotie, madi ne momentary 
lodgmont in & wood beyond Che ville, dat the Fin 
land chassenrs, charging with the bayonet, rave Chen 
out and back, 

When the active uttle coated wt tiree o'elorh, the 
onomy were meslers of the baationed madouht and the 
fliches of Semcnofiskoio, Yul Chese were in faet only 
the oxtorior works of (he position, 

Tho position oveupled hehind the ravines of Goret 
skof aud of Remenoffikoie was intuel and euticu. ‘The 
winy had only recived ila contre mid left, 

Lo lieve gained a decisive vietory it would have 
heen necessary lo plover this minty position, or hy 
voinforcing Poniatowski sufficiently to onnee its os acu 
ation, ad then tho rotveat on Mojaisk would have fen 
in poril, and delay of rotrewt till night would neve 
heen too hazardous 5 bit Nupoleon found his torev, 
after the resistance he had exporienvodt ant might ex 
pout bo seo continued, unequal to vith undertaking 
withott cudangering ils total yafaty, wit impairtiys boo 
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mach, even if he sueconded, his own strength for the 
prosoention of the cumpnrign. 

Ab night the onemy retired to tho positions they 
luul oeoupied before the batlies their advanced: posts 
only were left at Borodino, Qulitea, aud mnongst the 
hrushwood that intervened, 

Napoloon entertained the opinion that the Russians 
would not decline battle on the noxt days he Ufereluyo. 
took overy possible precaution against surprise. 

Barclay, Beningsen, Yermolow, and Tol, were also 
as actively employed under the same expectations in 
making their dispositions of the Ruasiun amy. 

Doclorow's corps appuied tls right on the height of 
Corki, boyond which, towards the Moskwa, four 
regiments of chassours, with Cho Cossacks of Platow, 
were slutioned, 

Osterman fommed on the left of Doclovow's corps, 
mul oectpied the interval bobweon thal corps and the 
villuge of Sentonoftskoie —, 

Tho right of Bograthion’s army, now under tho 
conmuand of Doctorow, appronched its right lo Oster 
mon, and linked ils left with Bégawouth, who had 
succeeded Toughkoll, 

The cavalry supported, and the bnperinl Guards, 
with the civassiors, formed do principal reserve in 
row! of the centre, 

The Russians hid Jost in the two days battle forty 
thousand killed ant wounded: the enemy lad Lost full 
us many, se 

On tho side of the Iussians three generals wero 
killed, soventeon wounded, aud eighicon hundred 
officers killod and wounded, 
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On tho side of the onemy there were eight peneraly 
Killed, and thirty wounded, with the Reme proportion 
of officors ag tho Russinns, 

Neither party mado prisonera to any mmol, and 
tho capture of canon, tho tolal munber boing very 
small, was nearly brlwneed, 

Tho Ruasinn gonevals killed were Koutnigow ane 
Touchkoll’; wounded, Bukhmitehel, Gorehukew, Yer. 
molow, Srapowitze, Likueztw, 8. Prient, Waranaaw, 
Golitzin, Gouchkol, Prince Charles of Mecklenburg, 
Bakmolofl, Kratow, and Brygrathion, 

Tho Fronch generals kill were Monthrun, Phi 
zanno, Lepel, Marein, Lonabire, Caulaineonrt, ard 
Tiuarl. "Amongst those most known of the wenneled 
gonorals were—Grouchy, Nimxouty, Latour Miu 
bourg, Rapp, Ciunpnns, Mord, Oesnia,  Lathoiy. 
saye, and Bonami, who was imule prisoner in the 
bastioned battery. 

TL certainly was one of tho grentest battles aft the 
revolutionary wary and ha often hewn eompured to 
that of Hylan s nt the low at yhut, with dia ye 
foroucs lo the relative shrenpeth of both temo, wits 
considerably greater, ‘The Rutesians th iat battle, 
including tho lon thousand Prussiava who revched 
the field lato in“the day, amounted only ta xeyemty 
fivo thottsand mon; oul of which they lost forty Chow 
sand, whilst tho Freneh had but ninety thousand, out 
of which Uhoy lost ab lenst aa many as the [usehine, 
Hylan was o parade battle-cach nemy bei drawn 
up in an open space, with & front of not amare Un 
two miles (ati? ovening, when an alempl waa made 
to turn the Russian loft and gain its rear, whiel was 
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balfled by the Prussians) 5 the whole of the contending 
forces were moreover iot only entirely within view of 
each other, but searecly ab half eannon shot dlistanes, 
Borodino was o battle of points, on gromul much 
diversified by eminonces and ravines, whieh gave the 
army % broken appearance: therefore Hylan, as Bons 
jngson Aoseribed it, was “ane bataille rangéo, and 
Rorodine uno bataille ddrangée,”+ At Hylau tho 
ground was a surface of frozen snow, which gronthy 
neerevaled the misory of tho wounded, though tho 
night after tho batllo of Borodino was algo colds and 
in both eases no supplies for man or boast eould bo 
obtalnod,* 

Tho conclusion of both hates was, however, very 
similar: cveh wmy imagined ttgelf lord of the fell, 
aud Kiuiusow was solicited hy many gencraly, ag Bow 
ingsen was wh Mylan, to form the remnant into columns 
of allnele and engage in a night combat; but the winy 
of Mylan was composed oujirely of velorans, trained 
hy numeyoud combats aud unromilting oporations to 
the highosb degreo of military quolifeation for nll 
sorvieos that required maintenanca of the greatest 
(lisviplino in tholr oxceution; wherceus the anny of 
Borodino contained a great proportion of new levies, 
and the militia of Moscow and of Smolensk were the 


* Ab Mylan tho Rugatang, bolng withoat Iread ov water, ate the gua. 
Bontngson and Ife stat had bat one bewl of amall potatoes for fund hone 
wmild-day of the prevailing doy Hib intdaight after the battle, when nothing 
would induco Boningson to take more Cie one potato, (here boing only 
onough fo give one to oach bulividnal. ‘This atMleal hit dl he ieneliod 
Kanigalerg the noxt morning, afters long night's march, 

‘Shore ware abort a hundred voldigns hnvtig loge nad aaa aut off in tho 
loom where the potaloos wore dralilhuted, there boing un other teumucnt 
we the Russian told of battle. 
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only corps that hud not been actively cereal 5 Init 
thos had clisplayed grent steudtinest ducitys (he whole 
day, and eapevially under Poniatowshi's thee, when 
ho had allempled to fore haek Toehhol, 

A night alevle, with somo of (he light traops, miphe 
havo beow havarded perhaps advintageatsls , lat uiat 
a goncral allvit that would have exposed the position, 

Tho Russian second army had bea raiel: distressed 
by the loss of so many distingnished officers ab Che 
momont of grentest need aid effort, but Mngerathion's 
wound and relinquishment of the common aecasioned 
tho pause to that impulse whieh premiset ta cevide 
tho vielory in his fiwowr if (he vigour whieh he was 
imparting could have been maintained, 

Bagrathion was by birth a Gvorginn, of short 
alature, wilh alrong dark fiutures, woul exer flushing 
with Asiatic fire, Gentle, gracious, generous, chival- 
rously brave, he was beloved by every one, and 
admired by ell who witnessed his exploits, Ne 
ollicer over oxeolled him in the direetion of an nut 
vanee or rea guard; ner Im any: offeer’s mapmeity 
in Uneso commands ever been more xoserely tested 5 
capecially in tho votreat from Tultnake to fy dan in the 
former war-—o rebvent of aeventeen divys, anil af it 
many furious combats, in which his slill, umwenrying 
cnorgy, and daring courago were inengsantl ox~ 
ompliflod. ‘They wero indeed so wany days of (iuinph 
for his fame, 

On the evaenation of Moseow, he was bora towards. 
tho interioy ina litfor hy relays of gromutions, sad to 
the Tash was as anxious for all the details of what Wis, 
passing as if he hud bow till at the head of hig any. 
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When Sir Rohert Wilaon fold him whet the Tmporay 
had declared with regard to the rejeetign of all treaty 
wilh Napoleon “whilst an armed Frenchmen should 
bein Russia,” he pressed his hand eonvulsively, aid 
aud Dene Goneral, you hive made ine dio happy, 
for then Russia will assuredly not be disgraced.” ~- 
“ Aceiplo solatium iortis.” 

Mortification coming on, ho breathed his lust on 
the 2dth of Soplomber at Sima, on the road to 
Wladimir, . 

Kubusow, having received the returns andl reports 
from all the different corps, resolved on retiring 5 bub 
in His despateh to the Kimperor dated the 8th, relating 
the Iablle, he suppressed the account of Jils act 
march on Mojaisk, for he stated in it ~* The batlorios 
passer from the possession of one to the other, and tho 
vesull has boon that the enemy in ne one part lies 
guined an trek of ground. Remaining at night 
masters of the field of battle, so soon us T shall have 
reeruilod iny treops, supplied my artillory, and aug 
mento my foreos by reinforeoments frum Moscow, | 
shall seo what [can undertake against the enemy.” 

This stalomont so persuaded the Emperor that a 
complete vielory had heon gained “/o sane Ioseou,” 
that he ftmnediately appointed Kutusow Marshal 
general of his armies, and gave hin a donvtion of a 
hinidved thousand roubles in silvers lo the offleors 
appropriate remuncrations, and to cach soldier five 
ronbles—rewards to which ne amy over established 
nove just claims: but the representation of Kniusow 
was noverthdless not correct, nor candid towards his 
Soveroign. 
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On the morning following the battle, before chown, 
tho Russian army, preceded hy its wenden, artillery, 
oquipagos, &e., log filing towns Meyjuisk wit tuok 
‘up a position on the heights Jieyoutl ‘The lead 
quarters wore calalilishod at Inkowe. 

Platow, who contmeanded the year yunrd, dil uot 
quit his ground GH nem Len a'eloek: tn the forenoon, 
and halted his cavalry in the phuin te: the left of 
Mojoisk, lodging his infiualry in (he town, 

Napoleon, finding that the Russinns hil aetimlly 
withdvawn, rode ovar Che fold ef bate, aliens ing aet 
“TL was a magnifleent one” Ele then ordered 
Murat to pureue, and tho army te mereh fie Unee 
columns. 

Tho * Viceroy, voinforeod hy the division Tina, 
which hat joined the same morning fran Witepste, 
moved on Rows (he natin army on Meajiisk ¢ aud 
Poniatowski on Tfominskoiv, to youl Cie Kulonge 
road, . 

By this order of imaveh tho enemy aequived yrontor 
frocdom of movontont, ane better eluumee af stypplion 5 
wid tho Russian rear guneds, from four af being taened 
on both flanks, could logs abxtinately dafend positions 
to favour del, 

Tho cnemy’s army wea ine (rightful state af dosti. 
tution and distrosa; somo of the divisions were even 
then living on horse flesh; the multitude of wounded 
ombarrassed the voul; the desortion of the tawie aul 
villages by ovory inhabitant greatly iieanyeniencod 
and exasperned the soldiery smut ninety themed 
rounds of gun aummnilion having leon expended, 

‘there was a great wank of the reserve pari, which was 
sovoral days’ mural belinl. 
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To diminish this woul, tho avtillerymen wore em. 
ployed in collecting canon balls from the feld of batue, 

Napoleon himself was also mufering from a sovero 
vhoum, 

Murat having come up with Platow, about forr in the 
afternoon ablemplod to foreo his infantry ont of Mojnisk, 
Night put an end to the combat; and he {filed to 
accomplish that object, much to the disappointment of 
Napoleon, who lad designated Mojnisk as his*heat 
quarlors, and had ordered Mural to proceed tivo 
loapues farther, lo covor the town. 

On tho 9th the Rugsian amy rotived on Zembino, 

Murat tho. samo morning yohewed the attack on 
Platow, who ovactated Mojaist at lon o'clock, leaving 
ton thonsand wounded unable to proceed Tarthers 
their swlerings were greatly aggravated by the arviyal 
of the enemy's wounded, who dispossessed them of their 
asylums, 

Milaradowilch having jojiod Plutow with o strong 
voinforcomont, and talon the command of the rear 
guard, Mint was in his turn atlackod and dtiven 
buck two or threo milos, 

On, tho LOth the Russinn army erossed tho Nara 
near Kroutilsa, placing headquarters al Ropelehe, 

Milavadowiteh halted at Koyaskoi. 

Murat, galled by the aflront of the preceding day, 
furiously ablacked him in a coutracted and strong 
posilion. Night closed the conthat, in whieh both 
parties had lost between two and Uiveo thousand mon, 
and towards the conclusion of which Ouwarrow with 
tho cavalry had rendered essential service. 

On tho 11th the Russians rotired on Wiscorna, and 
the row guard look post at Koubraskoie. 


. 
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On the 12th the mareh continent AMinnennwa, 
whero sono fled works were thrawi up, whieh lind 
induced a report that Moseow was to he clefiatead, 

On the 13th the Rassian army took ape its lust 
position, within a mile wala halfol Moscow, in front 
of the harriers ealled Dorgyamelow. "The ville of 
Pili lay behind the right, that rested onan elhoy of 
the Moskwa. ‘The contre was continged Letween the 
villages of Troilakoio aid Wolynskoio, atl the left to 
the heights of Worabiowo, 

Tho Moskwa flowed Dehind ie adigaient thet 
covered the silinh of Doragentetow, nal hetrencl 
mnonts Wore alroudysdiown up wlanye its trant, 
~YTho reat guard tok post wt Setorne, 

. Tho pressuro of the cnemy’h ndvanee Int hom 
relaxed hfler the combat of the LOths (hte uxpemtitire 
of offective force was found tno vastly, int further 
uscless waste was controlled hy Napoleon's: express 
onder, 5 

Napoleon did not himselt) quit) Majiisi ntl the 
ovoning of the L2th, Ela lind vemmined Chere to eure 
hinselfof his cold, and fo direot the negessiny meusnres 
for tho adininistrative reorganisation. 

On tho T2th ho moved to Trrtilka, hal! wage from 
Mojaisk to Moscow, aboyo fifty milos; but an (he 
morning of the 13th ho suddenly stopped the navel al’ 
all his columns. 

Mural liq reported “ that the [itskian rear joined 
was composed ouly of cavalry ;" and Napoleon appre 
hended that the army might have withdrawn hy ita 
lof on the voad to Kalonga, and thus Might he 
manouvring to gain the rear of his line of movement, 

On Murat’s sending farther information © (ut the 


Heer, 1812, MOURAT WITKIN ATATIT OF MOSCOW, 161 


whole Russian army had taken post in front af 
Moscow," Napoleon renewed his advances and Marat 
on the l4th arrived withir sight of the capital, whose 
grand extont crowned wilh glittering domes sugested 
tho idea of vast lreasures and rednndant resources 
within his grasp, anil fed hopes 6f repose and revel 
as vain as thosg of the thirsty traveller in the desert 
whou ho first beholds tho mirage’s ovanescent flood. 
Beningsen, whose services bad beon of the most 
essollial uso in every council and fold, whenever he 
was permitted 4o rondor thom, had'strontously urged 
Kutusow ab Mojuisk “not to fall Inack on Moscow, 
but lo moye with, the mah bod of his-force in Iho 
direction of Kalouga, on which line he would ho most 
advantigeonsly posted, in ease the enemy persisted i in 
his movement on Moseow, to duffle his oporation or 
rounder il finally cisustyous.? Elo weed thal if" 
Kutusow wero in this position, the march on Moseow 
would ob all events be suspended, if not totally pro- 
vonted ; that delay Was of esscutink inportanes for 
tha arviyal of reinforcements and the construction of 
defences for Moscow itself, which, if timo wera gained, 
might, with ,ifs garrison reinforced from Kitusow’s 
army, with its own militia ‘and armed population 
excited to a devotion capable of any efort however 
desperate, he whlo lo offer eo formidabla aud prahably 
. tan insuperablo resistance; thal Moscow could be 
saved by no other disposition or measures; that 
the operation exposed the amny to no mischances, 
hut assured tho safe arrival of its expected reinforce. 
monis and supplics ; affording at the same time proe 
doction to ‘Toula, tho greatest ostablishment in tho 
empire for the manufacture of small arms.” 
M 
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The rejection of this plan, specially uduypted far the 
oxigoncy, and capable of execution w ithaut tlie slizlitont 
obstacle, was a fialul decision sm reat nutionil mis. 
fortune was gratuitously inemred, far events preyed 
that th might have been avoided. Napotewn juni 
nob force anficiont to net nyminat the Tas den nemy 
go located, and to undertake the storm ar invest. 
mont of Moseow, for the defenee of whieh an 
anmamont of eighty Uhousaid mien, ene moiety trined 
goldiars, could have been arriyert in position, wide ma 
abundant artillery, and this armament would lave 
boon daily inerensing fram the eontiyieus governs 
nents? 

Kutusow declared ta Deninpsen nid his penerals 
“that he intended to appronch Moseaw with the 
dbjeck of covering and defonding Unt pity, the lose of 
which ho emuld not dizard and he sneered in 
impressing Rostopehin, he governor of Moxeow, with 
the frm convietion diet his intention wie sincere, 

Roxtopehin had wvowed his resalve, iF the vity wore 
not to he defended hy the Ruseinn avny, to convohe 
all tho wudhorities and inhabitants for the papa of 
mrrauging a gonoral and municipally regudated contla 
gration, a sacrifice whieh he was eontldent would 
unhoatlatingly bo made by their patriotian exvited 
by their horror of tho invadoy.” 

As o furthor scourity ogainal tho counteraction of 
his design, ho ingislod on ond obtalned a solemn 
promiso from Kutugow ‘that if any change should 
occur in hia resolution to defend the city, he would 
givo him three full days' notice,” 

Whilst Kutusow was retiring on Mogeow, the unele 
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of the Timperor, Duke Alexander ‘of Wirtemberg, 
submitted to him a written proposal fo resiune tho 
offensive. Kutnsow, however, had mado up his own 
mifid to avoid all further genoral ation; but compro. 
* mixed by his demonstrations, professions, aud promises, 
pressed by tho clamours from the city as well as those 
of his officers and soldiers, to fulfil the expecintions 
which he had raised, ho dotermined on assembling a 
council of war al Tili on the 13th, 

Barclay spoke in favour of a rotreat on Niznei 
Nowogorods onownilsyn fors an offensive move. 
mout ogainst the onemy before they could unite their 
threa sepurated columns; Osterman and Yormolow 
leaned to thal opinions the Quartormaster-yeneral 
Tol recommenda that w position should be taken in 
front of Moseow, with its right on Worabiowo, and 
left on Woronowo, thero boing still sixty-five thou 
suul old soldiers in the army, which, including six 
thousand Cossacks, mustered ninety thousand mon 
andor arms, and which might bo rendered consi- 
doruhly more officiont by the support of the population 5 
Boningsen and: Doctorow agreed with tho Quarter 
masier-goneral ag to the defoneo of Moseow heing a 
military as well as a patriotic duly, bub proforred tho 
position of [ili, 

Kutusow's opinion, however, prevailed, and it was 
voted that there was no position in advance of 
Moscow that afforded sufficiont local advantages for 
tho conatruction of an enirenched camp that would 
protect the city ; that the ground, forming an inclined 
plain descending lowards the city, presonted to 
ao cnomy after forcing tho eamp great facility 

M 2 


164 FRVACUATION OF AasCOW, Bren, 1819, 


for tho destruction of the retiriag army 5 thet the 
greatest part of the wealthy iuhualitueds living 
alveady left Moseow, and the most viltadhle property 
having been removed ar destroyed, Tie enemy woul ; 
only gain alown which, however heretafiar venerated, 
had by consent of the people foregone jhe elim to 
such a considerntion us would justify the sucrifiee of 
greater Juterests 5 that the Rnesimt my ie another 
Pattie before Moscow might be so shuttered is te he 
youdored incapulle of restming ofeusive aperutions 
in conjunction with the other aanies on mmreh op 
manoouvring Co ackon the rene al thik comnanio 
tions of the enemy, tho sneeosa of whose speritions, 
ag woll as theiv own ‘aafely, depunlerd on thee ge 
operating support of the Russia anain army 5 dint 
tho enemy would he obliged to wenlten hin disposalite 
foreo hy the oreupation of Moxvew, wherens the 
Russian army would be daily guint strength; and 
finally, that it mest always be kept in mid that 
“tho contest was for the Russian empires, ainl wot toy 
the preservation of any particnlut city or the enpitul 
itsal.” ‘The retreat wud ovnauation: hein therenpean 
ordered, sneh wrraugementa were mde as the pressite 
of the time permitted, 

On tho morning of tho 14th, before dny-huwn, the 
troops commenced *fling through the ity, nul were 
soon accompanied hy al the inhabitants aud pupuluce 
who could find any means of conveyance, 

A. Iimdved and oighty thonsand sonla aut af two 
hundred thousand, with sixty-vo thonsaind earriyges 
of overy description, exclusive of the artillery and 
military amimlances, passed the barrlera in funeral 
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marehs and the colonol of a garrison battalion, who 
was wllowing his music lo play ag if he wors moving 
oul with the “honours of war," was vory nearly | 
sovrifleed by tho indignant multitude. ‘ 

Muny thousaul wounded and sick, who were un 
happily incapable of romoyal from the hospitals, were 
abandoned necessarily to the doom of tho city. 

Tho incidents aud the wholo sceno of the evacua- 
tion of a great capital may be conceived bottor than 
described. ‘he Russians, however, have preserved 
so much of thoiy nomad habits, that they were much 
more quickly packed and equipped for thely omigration 
than the inhabitants of any other duropems city would 
have heen, The mmy indeed, since tho first day's 
retront trom Smolensk, had been neeompanied hy a 
wandering nation, All the towns, villages, and 
hamlets wero abandoned as the columns appeared, 
The old aud infirm, the women and childvon, wero 
placed with tho movabla offects, and tho “ Dit 
Ponates,” on Unoly kebitkas or tolagas (one and tiyo- 
horse carts which no ponsant is without), and theso 
nol being pormiited 10, move on the high road, whieh ” 
was presorver for the artillery aud military equipages, 
formed a varioty for thomselves of frequently a dozen 
Nanking coltmus;: it was a wonderful spectacle to xeo 
the ummber, the order, tho ingenuity and facility with 
which they wended their way through stvening, mid 
over morasses and ravines that bad been thought 
heretofore, even by tho inhabitants thomselves, to bo 
porfeclly impractionble’s “not leaving a whool (ag tho 
Vroneh lleting admitted) to mark any disorder, 
hurey, or (race of Uhoir direction.” 
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Whilst Kutnsow, wilh the Ttnssine, wis prover 
ing on tho road (9 Kolomut, Miluadowiteh waa 
‘charged with the conduct af (he ren pur, 

Murat having reached the barrier of Dereygaluehy, 
mado dispositions to fares an cutraes, aldienyh he 
hod pushed forwards with but one division of ialiutey, 

Milueadowilteh, seeking to gnin seme totes for the 
desertion of the city, seut Murat uw fig of trav, 
slang, theb if he were molested, he weld: sheigel 
tho streulsy to the last extramily, nid then tre tee 
town, 

Murat, unable to employ such a forex might seize 
possession wl ones of Khe wholes city, and feactid af one 
dungoring v yrize of such reputed valine aid esatinl 
importance lo the anny, comsaited fa xuspetad jax. 
tilifes until seven in (he evening, aud notte iterrape 

tho militmy niwels & convention of inpnense qilvien 
{ago to the Tassiany, who actively employed the ine 
terval: nevertheless, uhuwt two thousand werlaner af 
tho garrison et tuions, engaged in clenrtag thee irsentl, 
nob being withdrawn tn dine, were mile prixonters, 

Miloradowileh had ent the wane divide aver the 
Moskwas Murat was therefure obliged ta yu atu 
ford, ; 

About two in the afternoon he entered the city and 
proceeded ‘Lowardss tho Kremlin, whenew suddenly a 
smarl musketry ttre was direeted on him and lds id 
vanced guard. "This unexpected abtack einnsed itt Hest 
ninch confusion, Iut it waa suon ascertained thrt it wis 
ouly tho frantic vet of some desperate men, whe hud 
been left belind accidentally, and whe preferred the 
death they thus ensured, preceded hy some hoped-for 
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vougeanee, to passive surrender ; Lut some of the pop 
luce as Moratvode forward rushed upon him with maniag 
fury. In an intoreepted letter from him to the 
Qneen of Naples he wrote, “I never was in my whole 
life ingueh wild dangers bub fortaualely having tivo 
pieces of artillery with ind, which imnediately opened 
their five with discharges of grapo, [ was rescued, and 
tho axsnilants vere dispersed: one of tho domons, 
however, sprang upon a colonol of ongincors on horse- 
hack, tore him to the ground, stabbed him in the buck 
when falling, throw himself upon him to suffocate 
him, fixed his teeth in his neck, and porsoveringly 
rolained his hold tntil the surrounding French, ve- 
covering from their terror, despatched him by heating 
ont his brains with repeated blows.” ‘These pucti- 
clus Murat afterwards ab Bologua, in Flaly, related, 
an fully eoufiymed, to Lord Willtum Bentinek and 
Hir Robert Wilson whon thoy were dining with him, 

Napoleon avived with, his Guards about threo 
e'elock in tho afternoon, also by the suburb of Dorogo- 
mclow, aud was astounded at tho solitude which 
reigned everywhere. 

is feolings had been oxeitorl to the highest deproo 
of pride and glowing expectation, Ile had anticipated 
his roception by a suhinissive magistracy and Iinnbled 
people, tnploring clemency; and deeaml hatin the 
palace of tho Uzars ho would havo it in his power to 
promisg pardon, protection, and pence to bivinsalyse 
wid their sovereign, 

Tle proceeded gloomily to his residence in tho . 
suburb, adopting every measure of precaution against 
surprise, and at tho see time against a pillago that 
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might oxnsporate the fnhahitants ; hart his preenutions 
against pillage wore vuln, for teaysh he weld nap 
allow any of tho corpa tr enter the city, but made 
thom bivoue withowl, the soldiery after ancl lang 
privations would nol be restrained ; wel when night 
favoured their ingress, mimbers penetrated, wel ities 
orders af every kind rated, in dethanwe of threats and 
punishments 

‘Pownrds dark, alarms of thre were speed in varinig 
quarters. ‘Tho bazar with ite tn Una stops, 
the Crown magazines of forages, of wine (thirteen mil 
lions of quarta), of Jinwnily, of militery stores, il 
gunpowder, burst into v sinalianenis bbice. 

No onginea coukl be procured in eitrds, net ete 
voyanco, ot oven Jnekets for the carrie al water. - 
all had boon destroyed or earriod ail hy aide of 
Rostopehin, 

Still Napoleon flattered himself that those tires worg 
occasioned hy fueilental opeurvenees, ar tue prevalent 
irrogtlarities, To ontertuined we anepieion taal it wae 
tho initiative of a aystenmiio contligeration, plumid 
with the most diving vonveption, aed exeental with 
a persovoring auceciQy dnparalleled in histary, Ou the 
nox mnorning, tho (6th, he therefire tansterred hie 
hoad quarters (o tho Kremtin, 

Tho Russian army hatt murehed an the Lith twelve 
miles upon the Kolomna rond, and iuy hendajaurtora 
were placed ab Pauki, whore it vonmiuet on tie bith, 
and ou the LOU fell hack aerosa tho ALuslaea, wind 
took post near Borowskol, on the right nuk, 

The rear guard on retiring front Moscow stopped at 
Wicsowka, five miles fron the Kaban buster, 

Winziugorode was detached with w smull corpns of 
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observation on the 8, Potorsburg road; and a slong 
body of infuatry nud cavalry eseorlod.on the Wladi- 
mir road, on the way to Nizuet Nowogovad, a convoy 
of the most precious effects saved from the eaptial 

+ Murat's advance posted ileelf ab Koracgorowo, 

‘Tho hourly, almost momentarily, inereasiug spread 
wud intensity of tho crimson eanopy of the sky ovor 
Moseow impressed an awful feeling; but thero was 
universal satisixetion al tho thought . the enemy's 
discomfiture, 

All hoped, all prayed, that oes might bo a 
vily of ashes, and the tomb of ils invaders, 

Sobastian’, who commanded Murat’s advance, bad 
sont word Lo Recllskoi, “ that boing ordered lo oeeupy 
Wiesowka, wil a height or a hill boyond, ho wished 
that possession might be yielded without useless 
conflict,” 

‘Tho proposilion was acecpled, bub Scbastiant’s 
partics, after veuching the point indicated, abtompted 
{o press farther. ‘Vasilichikoff, who had beon loft 
with some cavalry and uwelve guns, disputed tho pro- 
gress cowards Pauki, and leisurely at nighifull esta 
Dlished himself ab Ostrowlai, 

Tho cnemy’s cuvalry was so much oshausted and 
onfecbled that it was able to make lub very languid 
movements. 

eKulausow had at length become sensible of tho mig- 
chicfs thal must result from a coutinuaneo of retreat 
in tho direction of Riazwu, and of tho advathtages 
which would onsno from a lodgmont of hig army on 
the Kalouga road, Ilo saw thet ho was dolivering up 
the Minperory, and ab all ovouls his Muropean empire, 
to the enemy, and vt last acquiesced in the proposal to 
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make a chango in the direetionof Cie retreat, shied, 
the longer iL was delayed, heeame more perilons, dit 
which night by other march or two lie reilored 
impracticable, 

arly in the morning of the U7th the wtemy with 
drow from Borowskoi, wil changtys southern 
course into southewert, remonntiel tlie Palkra, aad 
bivonaeked on tho road to Koustintinowedad, not fie 
from Nekitsh, 

A vour guard of indimitry was left on the right dank 
of tho Moskwa, upon the leights ae the Deidye af 
Borowskol, amt the cavalry in front kept the oneuy 
amployed diving the day in netive skirmishes, 

At night the cavalry retired aver Cae hridye, whieh 
was destroyed. 

The whole of the rew guard (hen followed dee tniek 
of tho army, excepting two Cosmek regiments whieh 
wero left on Ute Solomme rend, with ards to alli 
tho enemy in heb direefion ys ardent moat ably exo 
ented by the Cossack colonel dustremealt, far sibius 
lint dil not disvovor that he was only Calla ing 
shulows watil he reavhed Biewel, ahuve thirty miles 
hoyond Moseow, 

On the 18th the Russia deny contined fo ranaunt 
tho Pakra, and bivoumelked near Podelsh, with its head 
quarlors ab Koulousowis on the (8th it erassel to the 
loft of the Pakva, and took post at Kensnei Puke « 

Milaradowiteh, with the advanced guard, wie 
pushed on the 20th to Dessing  Raeilaket cavervd 
the vight flauk of the army at Lonkounin, eae die 
confluence of the Dessua with the Paki sy aut Dora 
kof was detached with v corps of tnyalry, consisting 
ofa regiment of dragoons, a regiment of Tees, wad» 
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three regiments of Cossacks, with a amall proportion of 
flying artillery, to watch and operate on the high 
rou from Mojaisk to Moscow. Uis hend-yuartors 
were established at Searanowo, wheneo his detach 
inents made with growl success continued inerusions 
on the enemy's main line of communteation, 

On the 20st the Russian nemy xecrosacd the Pulva, 
avd aceupled a position suleetad by Beningson. 

The Russian army, favotwed by forlume and tho 
ausponsion of cnergy and vigilance in the enemy, was 
thas eafoly esivblished, with -its flag waving defiance, 
in w position within twenty-five miles of Mogeow, and 
its advance within fifteen 5 a position which rested on 
the Oka ag is basis, and in direel anid easy communi- 
cation with Mulouga, and with ull the resources wud 
reserves in de yet unovenpied governnonts of the 
empire. 

‘ho Inunblest soldier recognised ab oneo tho valuo, 
and it may be said the dignity, of this position, 

Thore was no more dospondenco,—no more drooping 
—j10 more mutloriug of discontent: the hour of 
{imagined shame and dogradation bad passed; con- 
fidonco wag restored, Tho suldior again exulled in 
tho prospective grapple with his cnomy, and plantod 
Nis foot, aud hindled his arms, as if he were about to 
charge, and penetrate the hostile rials, and recover 
lis buning lares. 

ho conlagrution of Moscow hud continued ill it 
had embraced the whole city in its devouring wrath, 
making of {t ono flaming pile, aud spreading over the 
vusl spave ru ocean (ood of fire. AN tho houses of 
the nobility - all the warchouses of tho merchants 
‘all the public ostublishmonts --ull the shops - all com 
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bustiblo matorinls without and within were ignited aa 
if by enchantment, 

. OF forty thousand houses inestone, only two hundred 
escaped ; of oight thousand in wood, five Intadred: 
of sixtoon hundred churches, eight handved were eon 
sumed, and seven Inmired damaged 5 of iwentyefour 
thonsand poryons, wounded wul sick, more Unita twenty 
thousand were burnt alive. 

Between two and thred hundred: Russie suspertor 
ag incondiaries were excented by (he enemy 4 but the 
fives continmed lo weak oul with wndjitinished ue- 
tivity, F 

On tho 16th tho Kremlin itself, although not on 
five,-became so uninhnbitable from het ant xliowers 
of flory particles, that Napoleon was obliged to with 
dvaw, and transfor his headquarters lo the elitten of 
Petrovskoi, on the road to 8, Petersburg 5 ner could 
he return till tho 20th, whon heavy rain extingenished 
tho flames, which left meopsumed ouly one tenth of the 
city, and such stores of provisions ag were secured 
in tho collurs of tho houses that had eseuped tijnrys 
these, however, aflordud wv very seunty support to his 
anny. 

Napoleon had marched on Mosenw in the fl eon. 
dence thatho should Aud therein not only all Neveu” 
provisions, but a laxnefous redunudunce, with repos 
until peace could be made; bub chaé hope, even for n 
temporary respite, was Lerminated when the Rusia 
army appeared in the quarter Whieh he know to 
bo most favourable to harassing opemuionss he wh 
onco saw that its ovenpation war incumpatible with 
the quiescence so much coveled by him in the interest 
of his forces, 
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Tho question has often been mooted, ant never 
satistielorily resolved, “ to whose advice and direction 
should the burning of Moscow ho aseribed 2”? 

Zé was usofal ab the time to ho silent and to suffer 
the enemy lo bo charged with the atrocity, (hat public 
indignation might be incensed to tho highest dogrea 
against thom; and, on tho other hand, it was equally 
desirable nob lo deprive Russian patriotism of that 
litle Lo the admiration of the world, , 

Tostopchin, ‘the Governor, was placed in a fhlso 
posilion, Yo could noither dony nor adopt the acts 
but his previous announcement of that intention, his 
demand of Kubisow “for three days’ notes,” (he ro 
moval or destruction of all the fire-ongines and appa 
mous, tho release of several hundred meloefietors, and 
the organization of their bands mndor directing supe- 
yiors impress conviction that Roslopehin was the 
author aud ahetlor of tho transaction, Ifo nevor for 
gave [Kutusow for the infkeetion of the promiso—a 
promiso which he publicly declared Kutusow “swore 
hy tho whito hairs of his head” to keep, and tho breach 
of which compollod him to mako clandestine propmra- 
tions, and tako measures as if ho were instigating an 
offence against his countrymen and comilry; whevrens, 
if it had heen kept, an oceasion would have beon pro 
sontod to him to assume tho avowed responsible lad 
in an act of public virtue onhaneing national fae. 

It has also been asked whothor tho nobility and 
-commonaliy flying fron. Moscow approved tho doa 
alruction of their housos and property ? 

Dispersed over tho country, all afforded the most 
gonorous and noble oxamplos of disinterosted patyi- 
otism. ‘Thore was not one of oithor sox, ald or young, 
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who did not, disdain to mourn over or conplain of nny 
personal loss; antl when tho Wnglish General nastired 
any of them of the Tmperor’s plighted revolution “to 
continue the war whilst a Erenchman remnined in 
arms on the Russian levvifery," many wept muy 
Kissel him in their foy, as Chose might Inve cone 
who were told dat ther own griefs were now te he 
soothed, and that the miseries of un expatrintion were: 
about to conse, 

Tho same gontiments had uimatett the Lunesta 
mililary 5 tho samo greetings had weleomed Sir Robert 
Wilsou’s report of the interviews with the Ennyporor, 
and it was then that he wrolo to Constantinople, Vienna, 
and London,—“ Tho capture of Moscow is bit the 
preludo to the destruction of the euplora and the 
triumph of Russia, ‘With the means of such oan 
ompiro—with tho spirit of such a people with the 
oxamplo aud onergy of sneha sovercign with such 
n basis ag this valorous and fiidifil amy provides, 
ultimate victory cannob bo w nrtter of doubt or of 
long delay.” 

On the 23rd Murat had found out the dee direetion 
of tho Russian amy, and moved on Podelsk, where ho 
arvived on tho 26th, and uniled with Ponintowsli, 
Whilat Bossitres xeachet Dessnn, whence the Jussi 
advanco retired, 

During these marches partial cayalsy affiirs ocourred, 
in which tho Russiana manifested inereasing suport. 
ovily. 

Tho enemy’s horses wore duily growing wenker, 
aud thoso taken were valualess fran eis sore Tniekes 
ag well as their Jow general condition, 

On the 28rd of Soptombor the Rusaian partisans 
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took fourtocn carts and fifteen hundred idueats on the 
Podolsk road. In-another direction sixty powder 
wagvons werd blown up by the enemy to prevent 
theiy goiatre, and one regiment of Cossacks mado such 
booty of horses, watehes, melted silver, and louis 
(or, that each individual of ib subsequently recoived 
as his own share eighty-four pounds sterling + lmt tho 
Jossacks discriminated with much genorosity betwoon 
thosg articles which belonged to the State and thoso 
which belonged to themselves as captors; for when 
thoy took possession of melted silver which they had 
reason to beliove was tho produce of the sacred 
vessels of the churches, they frvariahly gave it mp Lo 
tho [fetman, representing “that they should think its 
retention a sacrilege.” " 

Napoleon, on being informed “ that Kutusow 
showed some inclination to continne in the camp of 
Keasnoi Pakra, as he was throwing up works,” ordered 
dispositions to be made fop marching from Moscow 
with his wholo force lo ablack him. Indeed, tho re- 
moval of tho Russian army fron. so closo a contignily 
(o Moscow was indisponsnblo; for tte Cossacks and 
light cavalry invested all tho onvirons close to tho 
harvlors, intercopled tho communications with tho dif. 
feroul corps, and rendered foraging impossible oy 
in vory large hodies, 

Dorokoff had algo contributed much lo the Atatrana 
of Moscow by cutting off dotachmonts and convoys go 
frequently, that Napoleon issued an order that “no 
delachmont showld be sont on tho Smolonsk and 
Mojaisk vond unless composed of fiftoon hundred men ;” 
and this ordor had bocome necessary notwithstanding 
that Junot with his whole corpa oceupiod Mojaisk, and 
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Victor with thirty thousand men had reached! Sino- 
lensk. ; . 
Tt, was, moreover, fond expedient to estublish a 
sivong post of infantry and enyalry ue Rezorka, 
twonty miles from Moseow, to form the elnin with 
Mojnisk, snd another post bebveen Bevouke aud Mose 
cow, composed of a division of infuetry, of Jight 
cavalry, and chassours of the Vieeroy’s Gaurd. 

Such a fretful investment and lavassing defensive 
became overy day moro intolorable aud prejudicial. 

Boningsen had proposed to attuelke Murat nud Ponta 
towski, still on the right bak of the Maken, aut whilst 
thoir communications with Bassitves on the left nuk 
wore interrupted by the Russian partisan corps hut lisa 
siiggcstion was not approved. ‘The temptation wis 
great, nnd tho success to a considerable ox tent certain; 
but it was porhaps more prident to forbear a few 
days longer from rousing the enony disposed to 
slumber, and awakening Diu to a desperate efort oy 
precipitate retrott pronatirely, , 

Murat and Poniutowski continniag to appreaeh 
Krasnoi Pakva, Kutusow withdrew to Bubeukawe, 
leaving Milaradowiteh and Raeliskoi af Rrasnot Poe 
Iva, “When Napoleon revived that intelligence, las 
thonght his object waa accomplished, amd desiated 
from his intended movement. : 

On the 27th there was an nlorte in the Tussin 
camp, and yarious dispositions wore nuude to oppose 
the enomy, ; : 

On the 20th Murat and Poniatowsld living ad 
vanced on Gzorikowo- aul Winkowo from Paddalsk, 
Milaradowitch attacked him, and recovered Cxeri= 
kowo: this Was alt incident of importance, im it Tay 


* 
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five miles in vear of Krasnoi Pakra, and consequently 
hohind the greater part.of tho Russian anny.” 

Beningsen again proposed to aceopt battle if tho 
enemy should advitiees but Wutusow, being informed 
that Taroutino on the Nave offered aw better position, 
retired on the Lst of October upon Spass Kouplia, 
wad Milaradowiteh. fell back on Babenkowo. 

On the 2nd’ the army entered the position of Ta 
voutino, and the rear guards of Milaradowitch and 
Osterman (henceforth tho advanced guards), which 
had wiited at Woronowo, retired about half a milo. 

On tho 8rd Osterman having been reealled to the 
mmy with his corps, Milaradowitch thought ib oxpe- 
diont, as tho cnemy seemed disposed to break in 
again upon his xem, fo approach nearer to Tavon 
ting, ond therefore took post vt Spass Kouplia. 

On tho 4th, at ten o'clock dn tho morning, Murat - 
made a strong -reconnoissance, wid Milaradowitch 
solectad a position on the Gaornioznia, which ho fumly 
maintained, ‘ 

In tho combat the Russion artillery and cavalry 
again obtained distinction wad considerable advantage, 

Murat, finding tho Russian main army disposed. to 
support tho advance, withdrew, and tool wp a position 

near Winkewo and behind the Czornicznia, where he 
“niled his ums,” desisting from all hostilities, and 
indulging the pleusing illusion “of uninterrupted 
~ yest.” oe 
Tho. Russians, who had eon rotiring before the 
advancing onemy: from post to post, first sot their 
* Tn tho vations affairs which had ocouvred during tho flrat four days of 
the Iuwatan cocupition of Krnmot Pakra, no loas than Uiirtoon hundred md 


forty-one prisoners were brought into head-quartera by-tho Codanck partion, 
; N 
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fool on the certain grommd to arrest his progress at 
Krasnol Palva, bub did net fix Oheniselves pert 
nontly until they entered the emp ol Turontinn, 

At Woronowo, Rostopehin and hig sertk ufordel 
another romurkable proof of pateiotisi, and of thei 
horror (nob dread, tn the common aevopliation af tie 
word) ab tho advent of the enemy, 

Tho villago of Woronowe belonged to itvahoaehti, 
and there ho possessed a palace-residones of great 
magnificonee, 

Tho vory alabling was of rave grandeny, eurnioun ted 
over tho gatowaya hy colossal ensla of the Monte 
Cavallo horses and flguros whieh he had hronglt 
from Romo, with costly madels of all tha principal 
Roman and Grecian buildings and atatues Qliavt fled 
a large gallory in tho palaco, the interion of which 
was most splonditly and tastefully farnfshed with 
every article of luxurfons use and omament (eel 
forcign countries could supply. 

Rostopehin had possessed anobh pales ate Mas 
cow, and & cory residence da the noeighhonrhacd, 
These, contrary lo his: diveetions, lad exeaped the 
gonoral conflagration, md even ue avder of Niywleou's 
for their being burnt, as some Coenerely who ovenpied 
them proforred their own acvonmodation 

Daring the night precading the vetrent trom Wae 
ronowo, Rostopehin, Boningsen, Yemnolow, wud vari 
ous poneras and offtcors, with the Maglish General 
ad Lorl Tyreonnel his aidede-eamp, biyouneled 
row & fro in front of tho palace xtedling.  Rostap 
chin had prevented all sleep by his hitter eomphiints 
against Kutusow “ fot his eynemiion of Mostuw with 
out giving bim the ‘eurnanted uotics’ and fav having 
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thus deprived the authorities, and inhabitants of an 
oceasion to display, - not Loman, but mora than Do- 
man—Liussian dignity by a municipal and popular 
ignition of their city before ft had heen contaminated 
by an invader’s presoneo.” Ho declared that “he 
nover would forgive the Marshal for deceiving hin” 
(and ho kept his word), “but that he would uow fire 
with his own hands tho palaco wo all so much admired, 
if the dnomy pushed on; aud he only lamented that 
it was not manifold more worthy of preservation.” 
All dissuasion was useless; his resolve was in- 
flexible, ; 

A.t the morning’s dawn, & deputation of elders from 
tho village appeared, stating that ‘they lad all mado 
their dispositions to retire with tho troops, aud soll 
ciling to..bo pormitled” lo go to an estate of their 
sazorei's in Siberia, as they preforred to bo romoved 
there, or to any other province of tho Tinpire, rather 
than to be subjected to Fronch dominion.” ‘Tho por- 
mission being grapted, the wholo colony, sovonteon 
lundved souls, began their march, and presented onc 
of tho most affecting sights over boheld; but not a 
plaing was hoard: ‘ God give our [zmperor und Russia 
victory,” with “ Benedictions on their lord,” wore tho 
ouly exclamations or oxpressions that escaped their 
lips. Tlaving posted their declaration on the church 
doors in threo Innguages, Rostopehin, on hearing tho 
plequots commonce skirmishing, and sccing tho enemy 
in movement, entored his palace, begging his frionds 
to accompany him. On arriving at the porch, burning 
torches wore distributed to every ono. Mounting tho * 
stairs, and veaching his stato bed-room, Rostopchin 
paused*s moment, and then said to the Mnglish 

. : N 2 
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Goneral, That is my yuercinge hed 7 have nat the 
heavt to seb iton dire; ye quust ype ie (ds padi” 
When Roslopehin lad Litself set on thee all thes rest 
of the aportment, Chen, mt net belove, his wish wars 
oxeeuled,  Mach-apartment was ignited: we the party 
proceeded, and ina quarter al an hot thee whole was 
ono blazing inass.  Rostopehin Chen provended to the 
slables which wore quickly in flames, wad alterwards 
stood in frant contemplating dhe pragvess af the thre 
ani the falling fragmonts. 

When tho last east of the Cuyallo yroup was previ- 
pitaled, ho said, © Lam ab quse sy" mid ae the enemy's 
sholg were now whistling arom, he aud all retired, 
leaving the enemy tho following ularminys anal insteie 
tivo lesson affixed lo a conspicuous pillar — 


“T havo ornamented diving ight year (is mame 
sion-seal, whore L have lived happy in Ute Doan af 
my fimily. 

“Tho tuhabitants of this property, to Che mmnber af 
soventcon hundred and twontly, quit it mb your ape 
proach, and f voluntarily set the house on fee, that it 
may nol be polluted hy yout presener, 

“Iyonchmen, F ebundoned ta yar any two) boites 
at Moscow, with thoir furnitte wud eontents worth 
half a million of roubles, Zeve yon will only find 
ashes.” 


o 


Napoleon, on his retin to the Kaenlin, had pers 
suadod a director of the establishment of the © Buifiuita 
Wouves,” wider the special protection of the Minpresse 
molhor, lo wrile Hor Majesty a letter, “uinatneing 
tho fact of ils preservation,” wid in this letter to 
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insinuate Napoleon's wish for an amicable transac 
tion.” 

No answer arriving, Napoleon grow imprtiont, and 
provailed on an individual whose brother had beun 
diplomatically employed, lo proceed direct to Ute Bim 
poror with a letter, “in which he proposed a delinile 
arrangemont.” 

This inission also remaining unnoticed, Napoleon 
dotormined on opening a communication in a more 
accossible quarter. Jor this service ho selected Lau- 
riston to be his agent and negotiator. 

Tho prior experimental ablompts at a pacification 
which might extricate the Krench army from tho oils, 
had (rauspired, and conlirmed: all (ho Russians in the 
assurauce Ub ib was lost if not relieved by seme 
iiplomatio conyention—thab in tenth tt was in the very 
stole of embarrassinent in which Napoleon in his bul 
lotin had deseribed the Russian army as being, whon 
ho wroto that it was “unwilling lo go, bub unablo to 
romain.” So universal and so well warranted was this 
conviction, thal the English General had despatched 
a couricr, after the combat of tho Ozernteznia, to My, 
Liston, with tho intelligence that this remit was cer- 
tain “if the Marshal willed it:2’—~to which Mr, Liston 
roplied, Your account was necessary, for wught J 
know, to gavo this ompire;” alluding lo the growing 
inftience of Andreosst, who had succeeded i deposing 
the Vizir* by whom the peace with Russia had beon 
signed, and with whom the nglish General had 
negoliated its maintonance. . 

Ho impressed was every one, oven al a remote dis« 


* [Tia head was cul off ag well ay tho handa of te two Princes Morusiy 
(ho nusistint negotiators, 
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tance, with Uke inevilakle fate of the onenyy's amy if 
not saved by trenly, Ghat Cont Worenzow Qwhe in 
congequenco of his wound wt RBoradina bad heen 
obliged (o retire to one of ix ostites) wrote front lis 
bed to the English Genen, “hetme implores you to 
provent by every meand in your power my negutios 
tion whatsoever, a8 Napoleon musi be destray el when 
he atlempls lo retvent. ‘Tho frost will reuder his 
amy aneasy proy. ‘Tho Russitns will have only to 
plant their guns on tho olevations commanding the 
revines and roads, whenes they may mow dows (he 
onomy without any nigks lor tho enywlry probably is 
nol rough shod, and thoir infantry will not mv 
strongth and tine to abtack, or lo leave the rend to 
forage for man or beast The Ruwaian large my 
‘oven bo removed from tho guns; for if dhe yuu 
woro lakon, thoy could nob be carried off hy dus 
enemy.” 

Thero was, howover, & goneral suspicion Chat, Sab 
sow did nob wish to push Cho oneny to such extremity 3 
ond a corresponding vigihuee was oxereixedl ayer lis 
iransictions, 

The Mnglish Goneral Twad gone an the proewtling 
evening to Milaradowilel’a biveune, when ently fi the 
morning of tho dth of Qelohor w Cosel at speed 
brought hin a sumuons from Boningsen, de ls own 
name and in those of others, “to return instantly. tu 
headquarters, us tho Mapshal had agro, and aeredy 
proposed, but actually agreed int written uate, tw vet 
Lauriston at midnight beymul the Leussian tedvuneed 
posts,” 

Ilaving commumicnted ‘with Milaradewiteh, the 
English ‘Gonoral hastened to Beniugaon, when he 
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found with a dozen generals, anxiously availing his 
arrival, 

They afforded Tim proof that Kutusow, in answer 
low proposition nado by..Gaurislon on behalf of Napo- 
Jeon, had agreed lo meeb him this same night aba 
slalion soverul niles from his niost adyaneed videlies, 
on the road lo Moscow, there lo confer on the torns of 
a convontion “ for the immediate retreat of tho whole 
invading army from the territories of Russia, which 
convention was also to serve as the basis of a pence, 
lo which it was lo bo the preliminary.” 

They added that Napoleon himself might be ex- 
pecled at tho interview, as Lauriston had stated that 
he would bo accompanied by a friond.’* ‘hey there« 
fore required from the Mnglish General ‘ that he would 
act as commissioner of tho Manperor wader his dele 
gulod authorily,” and “as an English commissioner 
charged wilh the protection of the British and allied 
interests” adding ‘tle resolvo of the chiots, which 
would bo sustained by thé ‘army, ngt to alow Kutu- 
sow lo retin and resume tho command if once ho 
quilled i for Unis midnight interview in tho cuemy's 
camp.” They declared that “ they wished lo avoid 
extreme menswres, bub that their minds wero made wp 
lo dispossess the Marshal of his authority if he should 
inlloxibly persevere.” 

Lb was a erilienl commission to oxeente—perhaps 
inove evttical than the mission lo the mperor himgell’s 
but the Mnglish General felt that he had a duly to 
perform from which he conld not shrink with honow:, 


* Although Napolaon, in its nolo W the Marshal in favor of Lauriston, 
liad only askod for jim Cull confldonce by the plraso- Ajouter foi b tout 
co quill diva wiv dog affaires trds importantos.” 
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The Marshal, on seeing him enter, looked alvendy 
embarrassed, but aaked whether Ie lind Drought any 
nows from the advanced guard?" Aftor sone slight 
convorsation of that subject, she Unglish Genera! fiti- 
mated a wish lo confer with the Murshid alone, 

An ofcor or two present having withdrawn, (he 
Wuglish General said thet “he lad rehirned: to Tul. 
quarters in consequoneo of a report, wn idle ane he 
trusted, which had reached him that morning.” ‘Tavs 
“iL was, however, t mischiovong repert, enusing much 
oxcitemoutl and wmeasiness 3 uid therefore (het if wis 
dosirable at onco to puban end, wider the Marshal's 
own. authority, to the senndal.” 

Tho Marshal’s countenance confirmed the allegation 5 
but tho Huglish Goneral proceeded with aa much eon 
lesy as possible to communicate the rumen, vue 
afford opportunity for the voluntary enneel of (he 
arrangement, withoul any humiliating or ieritatings 
cclaircissomont. . 

Tho Marshal was vonfusetl, Intin a done of seme 
asperily replied that “he was Commander-ineehiot af 
the army, and knew host whit Ute interests confided 
to him vequiredts Ubat it was true thal die Tuned ayceevd, 
to givo General Lauriston, ah the request ol the Pyeueh 
Emporor, an interview daring (hab shit, under (hue 
cireumstanees reported, ft olor to avoid notion whieh 
might bo accompanied with misreprexentation or mins 
understanding of motives; that he shold keep his 
cngagoment, hear tho propositions whieh Ceneral 
Fauiriston was empowered to oer, tat determine his 
fituve proceedings aecording (o their antares,” 
© The cthon added that ‘he would adit that he 
Already Knew those propositions (a he af a pucilie 
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character, and porhaps they might lead to an arrange. 
mont salishetory and honourable for Rngsia,” 

Tho Mnglish Goneral having patiently listened to all 
tho explanations of the Marshal, asked him “if such 
was his final determination 2” 1Lo suid, “ Yes—irre- 
vouuble 3” and hoe expressed his hope that tha Mngtish 
Conoral would on reflection acquiesce in ils propriety 5 
and after taking into due consideration tho state of 
the .empire, and tho fret that although the Russian 
army was becoming aumorous, it was slill far from 
heing efficient in proportion, that he would in this 
instance sulfor his affection for the Fmporor and 
Russia to provail over his well known hostile feelings 
to the Emperor of France.” 

Theso last expressions were wlered ina very sar 
- eastic tone, aud he seemed to think, or to desire, 
tho eonforences terminated; but the English Genoral 
was equally tenacious of his purpose, and commonced 
his reply by nssurance of ix deop regret at tho dis- 
charge of t most painful duty which ueccssity im- 
pored; bub he had no allernative--no moans of 
ovASiON, 

‘Ho thon reminded the Marshal “of the Emporor 
Alexander's Insb words to himself, tho Marshal, on 
quilling &. Pelorsburg, relative lo the rejection of 
all negotiation whilst an armed Terenehman was in the 
country 3 nud of the renewal of Uiet solemn pledgo to 
him, the Hnglish General, with instructions lo indervene 
when he sw that pledge aul connecting interesis endangered 
by uny one, of whatsoever vank he might be.” 

Ie then said that “tho time was now come when 
unforlimately bis intervention, in conformity with Ghat 
instruction, had become necessary.” 
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Mint “his, the Murshal’s, prajeeh of meeting: an 
enomy's genera] and ervey beyond bis own alyuners! 
posta ab midnight, was ambewed of in the mols of 
war, oxcopt when illicit communieutions hud heen in 
tonded-—so Mieib us not to mbnit of a third person 
being. employeds that dhe army would: believe, mud 
would be authorised to believe, that dhe Mlvshil on 
quitting tho Russian Jines was about to make a 
treaty, or enter into some transietion with the 
enemy, in deflanee and ventraveilion of thei lane 
peror's promises and orders; tet the titeresty of 
Russia and the honour of the Laperial army wail 
be compromisud by any treaty, however apeciously freauel ; 
and that the destruction or capitulation of the ememy wes 
the only ‘point. de mire’ which should be entertained by 
the Marshal.” 

That “ho had under his coumand alesuly a 
hundred thousand men and upwinds, stationed on the 
‘onemy’s principal Tines gf eonmmiieation, of whieh 
foreo there were Untrty thonsanedl horse, with seven 
Inndred pieces of cannon, perfeetly eyuipped whilst 
the cnemy’s remy wes aeaveely oun In aiaiaher, with 
a yuined cavalry cad an inadepately horsed actillery, 
and both arms were daily becoming eufvehled tron 
want of forage; that the whale foree was in disuiny 
ab the prospect of a retreat’ through mt oxispernted 
and ruined country, with the huvurds, diffienttivn, anal 
torroys of wn appronching wintry aeason, "Mat une 
such, cironmstaees the Russian generals and amuy 
(for he had heon inade necqiainted with their feelings 
on tho suljoct) might and would feel themselves under 
tho terrible necessity of withdrawing bia antherity 
until the Mmperor’s decision could be knowns and 


Gor, 1813, WILL MARSHAT. KULTUSOW, 187 


that ho, the Higlish General, would bo obliged to de- 
spatch instantly couriers to Constanénople, to Lord 
Walpole at Vienna, to London, and §. Potorsburg, 
communicating theso- proceedings, which intelligence 
woul] have the most injuvions offeet by suspending 
all the suecows in preparation, and breaking off the 
noyotiations in progress,” | 

That “Russia might now havo tho glory and advan« 
tnge of redeeming uropo by the capture or annihila- 
tion of Napoleon and his amy; but, abusing this 
opportunity, that she horself in a short time wonld be 
voplnecd in hor former jeopardy, and being justly 
abuuloned by every friond, would be overwhelmed 
with disevedit and selfroproach,” 

Tho Marshal manifesting increasing pertinactty, the 
English Genornl lef him for a moment to cul into 
his presence Duko Alexander of Wirtomberg, the 
Hnmiperor’s uncle; the Duke of Oldenburg, brother-in- 
law to tho Emperor; and Prineg Wolkonsky, uido-tle- 
cainp general to the Emporors who had just orived 
from 3. Petersburg with despatches, and who was to 
return tho-samo cyoning: theso porsonages had, been 
proviously selected to support tho [nglish General's 
remonsivance, a6 being most likely to oxereise a 
sulutary influence, and as boing less liable to objection 
on the ground of subordinution than any of the other 
chiefs under the Marshul’s orders, 

Tho English General, on re-entering, stated that “ he 
felt it right in a transaction of such magnitude to.make 
anothor appoal to the Marshal, and endeavour to change 
his regolve.. Ele -had therefore -requesied these per. 
sonnges, 80 Immediately connected with the Zmperor 
and acquainted with his most intimato feelings, to 
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co-operale with him, ay he Ousted they would, in 
pressing his views and entveatios.” 

Tfo thon veenpitulated aut large, and ie nenrly iy 
possible word far word, “the aadindesion of the Nharshal, 
his own remonstrances, aud his deolarations vs ta the 
corse he nuusé pursue.” 

The Duko of Wirtemberg with trhmity aed diet 
oxprossed “his full confidones in the Marshul's loyalty, 
paviotign, aud judgments Iaith revonanerded, under 
tho considerations urged and the suspicious temper of 
the army, to which he could testify, tha dhe Miushal 
should annul the proposed interview out al the Hissin 
camp, and invite General Lauriston to one at his awn 
hencquarters, as a more becoming tu lesa dis. 
qnicling proceeding.” ‘The Duke of Oldenburg 
followed, and concurred, Princo. Walkonsky, resting 
his arguments ¢hielly on his knowledge of the 
Témperor’s dotermiiation to curry out the pledgae Te 
had mady, wad whieh le had renewed fi thy provhe 
mation published after the eaplire of Masvay, ibse 
recommonded revaeation of the appoininent with 
Lauriston, 

The Marshal, efter mich controversy ane an exper 
sion of dissont whieh, lowever softened: hy plies, 
conveyad strony disapprolmtion of the proposed 
counteraction of his mensure, begun ta give way, 
Int still argued the impossibility of broking: an ure 
rangement lo which his siguature was afiaed, the 
Unglish General answered, © (int it wa better to 
break: than keep such a promises (aek in hvewing: it 
he commitiod no public wrong, whilst in keeping it he 
would ronder inovitable imey and grave inigehiets,”. 

At longth the Marshal submitted, il a note was 
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despatched to Gonoral Lauriston advising Tin that 
“the Marshal was unable to keep the appointment 
tule, and inviting hin to the Marshal's head-quarters 
al den that same ulght.” 

General Lauriston wrolo an urgent request that 
“the Marshal would adhere to his oviginal rendezvous, 
us tho deviation would cause much disappointment 
and ingouvenience 3” nut on tho Marshal’s reply “ that 
cireumstanecs did not permit his acquiescence in that 
wish,” Genorgl Lauriston undorstooil Lhat sone unfora- 
secon and insurmountable obstacle, which the Marshal 
could not control, had arisen. 

On the avival of Gonoral Lauriston, about elevon 
at night, and blindfolded, he was ushored into the 
Mavshal's lt, and introduecd to a circle of Russian 
gonoraly ul tho Zaglish General by name; whon, 03 
Goneral Laurigton allerwards guid, {ho immediately 
comprehended from what quarter the obstacle had 
como to tho excentionof the original agroement.” 

After somo genoral conversation overy one withdrew, 
and Jef tho Marshal and the envoy togather, who 
before his departure placed a letter from Napoleon for 
tho Wmporor Alexander in the Marshal’s heads: a 
fact which tho Marshal did not communicate, but 
which lo acknowledged whon he found that tho 
delivery had been seon. 

In tho velution given by the Marshal of such parts 
of (ho convorsalion as he judged il expedient to make 
public, ho stated that “Lanriston lind at first com- 
plained of the barbarily of the Russians to the Trench,” 
to which he, tho Marshal, had roplicd, ag ho said, that 
ho could not civilize © nation in threo months who 
rogarded tho onomy as worse than a marauding forces 
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of Tarlars under Gingia Khan" Lauriston awered, 
© Bit thers fs vi Toast some difference.” & There miay 
be,” returned tho Muvshal, but none in the eyes at 
tho peoples and 1 emt only be rexponsiile tor thes 
contol of my’ treaps,” 

Lauriston had no complaint (oo make apaiust them 
Due adverting to an armixtics said, & Nature hersel’ 
would inp short timerohlige i." The Murehyl told 
him that “ho, Ind nd authority an Chet Tend 
Returning again to tho suhjeot of the armistive, 
Lauriston continued, “ You must not think we wish it 
boceuyo our affairs aro deaperaie, Our twoenmuiles ary 
nearly equal in foree, You are, it is true, nenror your 
supplies and reinforcoments than wo ure, but wo ali 
recotva reinforcomonts, Porhaps you have henre tint 
our affairs avo disastrous in Spain?” UC nve, suid 
tho Marshal, “from Sir Robert Wilson, whpm yor jugt 
sty leave ine, and with whom Uwe daily interviews,” 

© Qongval Wilson may have reasoned te exaggerate 
ony rovorses. Wo have inteed received ae ehook hy 
the Détiso of Marshal Muto, and Madrid, en, 
altoendunt, is ocettpiod by the Migglish, bit they will 
soon be driven outs overythitag will he retrieved in 
that country hy the immonsy fpren mwceldtiys thither” 
Ho thon donied the burnipg of Moscow hy the Mronch 
amy, and charged ib ug an ach ef the Cluyernar’a, 
adding, “Tt*is so mncat variance with the frnel 
character, that if wo take London we shall uot fee it.” 

Jn about an hour Laniston withdrew, 


Ab tho timo Kutusow detemmined fo surrender Moa 
cow, ho had uob heen able to aveid the yptitiention 
of that decision to the Himperor, 
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Aloxandor was deoply afflieted by this unexpected 
issue to w dalle that had been desoribed anid celo- 
brated as a viclory hat assured its safety, 

Ilo was sonsible of tho doeeption practised upon 
him, and wrolé to the Marshal, ‘TI will uot Toproucls 
you, hrh posterity will sovoroly judge you.” 

Unshaken, however, in his poligy by a ‘catastropho 
thet was apr oiling consternation through the ompire, 
ho wisely and bravely resolved on giving a manifesi 
proof of his firmness, and published forthwith tho fol- 
lowing proclamation, which fdrms a, dogument of great 
valuo in the history of this eventful poriod, and ais 
furthor titles Lo the Emperor’s claim on the gratitude 
‘of his subjocls then and for over, 


 PROGHAMATION, 


Tho onemy ontored Moscow the 15th of Soptomber, 

“16 might bo oxpecled that consternation should be 
genoral at this nowsy bul lot us disdain a pusillant- 
mous despondoncy, Lob us swoar rathor to redoubto 
our porsovernuce aud our courage; lob us hope thal, 
whilst conibating ina causo so juat as ours, Wo may 
diveeé upon tho heads of our onemy the calamities he 
is heaping up for our dysiruction. Moscow, it is lino, 
is in thoir hands, bub our army is nob disgraced or 
disporsod, ‘Tho Gonoral-in-chicf has yiclded to a 
nocossity, Iut only to reunite with advancing forcos, 
and thon lo snatch trom tho cnemy his ophemoral 
triumph ., 

“Wo know.and feel how grieved all tho hoaris of 
tho frithful: Russians will be at tho desolation of ou 
provinces and the ancient capital of the empire, but 
the onomy occupics only its ramparis. Deserted by 
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ils inhabilanta—gtripped of its trenmured it resentiles 5 
no more a péopled cil, hit @ vast loud, ta whiels the 
ineveiless invador nay erect his Cirene, 

“This haughty destroyer of kingdoms on entering 
Moscow flattered hifiself that he wis Khe arbiters af 
our destinies, and might dietnte pease ab lids will; 
but his presumption is alrouly foiled: he tas found 
in Moseow not only no nid tor his dontiution,: lint 
not oven tho means of subsistence, 

Our forees augment every day. "Choy aceupy ull 
the vonds, and. destroy all the detachments of the 
cnemy in search of-food, 

{To will soon be convineed of the fatal error 
which led him to consider the possession of Mosc 
ta the subjection of the empire; and funine will 
compel him to attompt an eseapo through a country 
of which our intropid warriors with closest routs will 
har tho passage. 

«Took aé tho condition of this cnemy? he entered 
Iduasia ag the head of more than three hindered thousund 
men, but How is that toes compostsl # . 

. "Ts thoro my mation miity in this pnultitiede ? 

“Nol the different antions who qunrel under his 
standards do not servo hin’ from attachment or, 
patriotism; but sorvilo fear, yt 

“ Already the disorgaulsing effect al’ hia principle 
-of fusion is apparent, : 

Tfult tho army is destroyad hy Twsian ulony, hy 
desortion, by want of diseipling, by sigkness: ‘wn’ 
hunger ! 

“Tho pride of the conqueror ts dutta inerongorl 
by the apparent suvecss of his euterptite, Int the 
‘ond-crowns the work.’ 
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“Throngh the whole course of hig invasion ho has 
nof found a spot where ao Russian from terror has 
fallen at his feat. . 

Russie is attached to the paternal throue of her 
Sovereign, who oxtonds over her the g preanilinn arm of 
his affoetion 

“Sho ia not accustomed. to the yoke of oppression. 
Sho.will not ondure a foreign domination, . Sho will 
not surrendgr the treasures of her laws, hor religion, 
and. independence, She is ready to shed the last 
dvop of her blood. in thoir dofence..: This sontimont is 
adent and universal, 

“Tt has manifested itself hy tho ‘prompt mul volun. 
tary organisation of the people wider the Demnor of 
patriotism! Under such an gis, where can there he. 
any ground for a disgraceful fear? Can thore bo a 
man in the empire so base as to despair, when von- 
goance is the rallying word of the state ?—when tho 
onémy, doprited of all resourgos, sees hig numbers. daily 
diminishing, anda poworful nation environing him, 
with an army in hig front and rear Intereepting his 
anpplics and rotreat? 

“Can a trne Russian feol alarm? Tas Spain. not 
broken her chains, ant menaced the inlogrity of the 
French empire? ‘Doos nob the greatest portion. of 
Hurope, degraded and plundered by tho ruler of 
Franco, serve him with a reluctant’ heart, and turn 
tut Ingpationt gepnrd on us for the niga of gonoral 
deliverancey 

‘EDoos nob. France hersolf sigh for tho termination 
ofa songujnary wat, in which sho has. been involved 
hy © boundless amljition ? 


€ Toos ne an oppressed world look: tous for example 
oO 
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and cneouragement, and ean we shrink from sels an 
honourable mission as is confided tons? Nog Teta 
rathor kiss Uhe hand Ghat las selveted us fo net iu the 
loarlors of nations fn the atragele for ineleperbenes nad 
virliie, 

“oo Jong has humenily heen alllived hy the 
calamitios of war, and the erneltios of this hovrilile 
ambition; but we will brave it, for ony freedom and 
the interests of mankind, s 

* Wo will onfoy the noble xontiment of i goad 
actions immoral honque shall be the recompense of 
a nation enduring all the ills of w aavage war, anil 
contending with courage and consianey to obtain w 
durable pence, nob only for herself, but fore those 
“wnhappy countries which the tyrant is now forcing to 
fight in his quarrel. 

“TL is gloviona—it ig worthy nm great people to 
ronder good for il, 

® Almighty God! is the couse for whieh wo ue 
hattling not just? Chsbin eye of compiasion on one 
holy church, Preserve to this people its comme nnd 
constancy. Sulfor it to Gstanpk over faa adversary 
and Thing, Muy ib be in Thy laud the insteument 
of his dostruction— and in delivering Hself, redeem 
the freedom and independence of nations tual Kings, 


(Signed)  ALEXANDERS 


Hvory worl of this proclamation told an the henrta 
of the people lo whom it was uldvessed,  [t elvetrified 
them with corresponding wnimation and vontidence, 

Tho voinforcement aud provisioning of the assem 
bling army was one of the most extraordinary efforts 
of untional zeal evermate, No Rugsiui who possessed 
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any article which could be rendered servieewble bo tho 
alate withheld fs horses, ama, eqripment, provisions, 
and in. brief every thing Chet.ern be imapinad was 
poured info the eamps, 

Militin performed tho mast remarkable murehes, 
over for Ruwsinns, lo voach (he heaul-quartors, 

Old and yormg, wide, and over the regulated 
ages, flockeil to tho standards, and would not be 
wefused seryieo, Tathors of fumilies, many sevouly 
yoats of age and upwards, placed themselves in the 
ranks, and encountered evory faliguo as well as poril 
with all the ardow of youth, Governors of distant 
provinecs, without waiting for orders or requisitions, 
wrgor forward every supply Choy could collects and 
go many cannon were despatched by relays, that a 
Indred and sixty beantiful uew gins wore in one 
diy sont away as siperfluous, 

When the army amounted to a lindred and ten 
thousand mon, not only svexo they repniarly fed, but 
fifty thousand horses recelwed {nll rations of hay and 
corn without tho extension of the foraging range 
above twenty miles. 

‘Tho camp resembled a heo-hive in the activity of 
its swarming hosts, ‘The whole nation was sulicitous 
to ALL ib with stores and usefnl lnvgesses, 

Nov did Alexander confine the assurances contained 
in his proclamation lo declaratory “phrases, but sent 
vigorous instructions to the three chiefs commanding 
the corps destined to actin the roar of the onemy, 
to assist in working ont the results prodicied. Of 
these instrnetions tho following ‘aro principally 
important 
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To Count! Seeing“ in 


“ Article 8. U the Leaps asserting at THsit de nat 
compol different meusnres, presi the dlvertion of 
your march through (ho governments af Wilt, on 
Widgy and Swontziany, where you shoal arrive hy 
the Lith of Qetoher, Pros on Oudinet defeuteat hy 
Wittgenstoin, and push hin beyond the Wilin ane 
the Niemen, Defend the Niven nsatiust (i 
Prnssiuns, cover Rign, and vel as a reserve foo the 
three armics whon waited wb Minsk aut on the 


» Boresinn.’ 


To Count Wrrruexetey, 


Article G. Attack Polotak in the reay, Chen unite 
with Prince Jachwill at Dimabiyg, full on Oudinat 
With the greutest rapidity, ct kita off franc (he anain 
army. ‘Throw him on Stgingell, who about Unt dine, 
aller cdofating Alnediiatl will have tench Wirtzy 
and Swouliany, and give him up the eonnaund te 
pursue (he oneny,” 

® Article 7% Leaving oxeeuted the above arders, 
veach Dokehitzy hy the 27th of Oetohey, apen coma 
nication through Minsk with Tehiehygeaw, pass the 
Beresiua, occupy Lepel, wid the whale eenrst af the 
Oula from Beresino to tls confluence with the Owiie 
Wortify all defiles on any aud every rout the enemy 
my fake alter pussing the Dateper.* 
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To Apatnar ‘Peni acopy. 

lediele 1, From Ostrog mareh on Pink: arrive 
thors by the 7th of October’ 

Ono of the prineipal objects of the operations is to 
cover your mareh by the corps Tately wader ‘Tormans- 
vow, ul to gain sono macches on Rognier and 
Schwarzenberg in your march from Phusk to Neswigo 
dnd Minsk; that, arriving wt Minsk before them, you 
may provent heir junction with the main wmy on its 
volvo. Reach Neswigo by the 13th of October ab 
lutesb-—sooner if possible.” 

 Artiols 2, Ustablish communication by the Uith 
of October with the avmy lately under Tormanssow 5 
reinforeo itif necessary, to enable ib to push Sehwars- 
enbere wad Regnier oul of the dachy of Warsiuy 
into Galicia.” 

“ Article 8, On tho 2tab of Ouloher, or sooner it 
possible, oeenpy with principal force Minsk, where you 
will be joined the same day by the detachment from 
Mozyry thon oeeupy Borisow, mul the eouso of the 
Beregina 5 form an entrenched euup, seeurife all the 
woods aul defiles on the toad from Borisow to Bobr, 

Vorlify gil points (lefensihle, so that tho enemy, 
pursued by our main ary, muy ho checked ub every 
atop in his retreat. 

“On the 7th of October you will be reunited hy 
your left ab Dokehitay with Wiligenstein ; nsgure the 
commutnication with Kiew hy your right.” 

« Article 4. Forming thus the eontee of threo wnited 
minices, with a fourth in reserve at Wilna wider 
Stoingell, you will hold yourself in readiness for any 
unforeseen opporlunitics thal may offer to munihilate 
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tho enomy, whether ou (he lefh avon dhe ight side of 
the Oula, whether in your centre a Borisow ail on 
the Boresiua, or on your right dak af Rabruisk, 
“Oue wnitod aemies must net with the greatest 
promptindo and activity: in the eouttc ne ant Che thanks 
at any and every point wheresoeyer fle enemy uny 
present himself, not ently to prevent any poction of the 
onemy’s main army from exeaping, ial even its couriers 
and spies from gliding through (he posts, se Mit dhe 
ouemy, exhiusted by marches sacl feliyues, ney he 
entirely destroyed, even before reachings (he frantive,” 


These instructions have heen eritivised as uot hela 
duly caleulated with regard to Cine aid distances: of 
relative points, &e, They ttre thse commited apien 
for nob having designated Une stpreme Chief af the 
three eorps when united, from whieh some: tueony oni 
neo vesulteds hint Chose ave potits for fidare disyuts 
sitions, ‘Tho iustructions have heen here inertial 
only aa evidence, whieh they didigpmatibly supply, af 
tho sineority of Alesunder's convictions, aid af the 
energeti¢ Menstites ndapled for the nevemplisianent of 
his purpose, 


As Sloingell’s HATO Appears in Chest testenetions 
for the flyst Lime, it is Sweossury to vate baad btente 
uant-goneral Count Stoingell commanded the wey: al 
Finland, which way velensed from thet station ley the 
treuby of Aho. 

On the 0h of Seplember Stoingell dixcimtuarhked at 
Revel with whout tyelve thoumad veteran beaps : 
they should have amounted: ta fourteen Chousand, de 
five hondeed perished ina tempest, vd ahout fifteen 


‘ 
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Inudred were detained from want of sullicient tins 
ports, On the 20th he veached Riga, where Wsson 
commanded a garrison of wboub len thousand, chiefly 
new lovies, and where he was joined w few days 
afterwards by tho absent dolachment, 

A hatloring train of ono hundved and thirty pieces 
of camon had been collected by the enemy for tho 
siogo of Rign al tho villages of Reouthal and Brouns- 
wende, situated aboul & mile and a half from cach 
othor boyond the Aa, aud three short marches from Riga, 
Genoral Yorck, with a corps of sixteen thousand 
Prussians, and a brigade of theo thousand in regervo, 
covered this dep6t in a position about two marches 
distant, 

Jisson determined on an atlempt to eb possession 
of the depdt, and moved on Mitten wilh six thousand 
men, whilst Steingell marched on Hekwa with len 
thousand mon, but neither had cavalry or artillory 
equal Lo their adversary. 

Esson entered Mitiau on the 29th of Soptomber, 
mado some prisoners, desiayed some valuable naga 
zines, and retired the noxt morning with roveral pivees 
of heavy ordnance which he had found there, 

Stoingell, although he had made himself master of 
Tckan whord he killed, wounded, and tnok soveral 
hundred Prussians, and had reached the Aw within 
legs ‘than tivo miles from the depdt of artillery, was 
unable to accomplish his ohjeeb; for Genoval Yorek 
passed tho river and attacked lis left flank. 

Tho action was feebly sustained till night, when 
ssen and Steingell, on hearing thal Macdonald was 
advancing, retired on Riga, which they re-entered on 
the dou. 
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Porhaps the enterprise iigti Inivw hewn move: sie. 
cessfil if conducted with greater activity ait vigone, 
Dut the loss hal been ineonsiderahte, 


Rossrfan Main Ana, 


Since the Riesian nin army Tid taken ape its 
position ab Taroutino, and Murat at Winkows, conver 
selions Tad daily been Tteld aut the adviuieed posts ly 
the principal Ravin officers with Murat aud his pene 
vals, 'Thoy had commenced with Cte cessation of daily 
morning skirmishing ; muti courtesies follow ct as the 
lines of videbtes were visited; ancl timely much eivilitivs 
wore interchanged Gab (he interveniug: geramnd wits re 
specled as noutral, where both parties might meet and 
confer in security wb pleasure. 

Murat, on one of these oevusions, expresso wish 
to meet Beniigsen Ue nest day, who ineomiderttely 
(lor ib was contrary to Che iuperar’s arders) kept tlh 
appohiunent. 

A flor some personal compliments Mumetsaid, one 
is necessary——J wish itis Rhye af Naples, whe live 
sv country ty gover” — enitgsen aiswered, ae 
much ag you wish it, imsmaneh do we pretiar wire 
Dosicley, if he emperor would, the Russians aaehd aut} 
and, to speue feamkly, L helong to dint party.” 

Murat observed, National projudiees aight le 
overcome” Oh na,” replied Beningsen, 'onat ti 
Russias the Russians are a terrible people, aul would 
kill nny nen iustintly who even talked of negetias 
fion,” 

Rorf on the sume day met General Aamuitte at aie 
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thor posts the conversation also burned on petec, 
Amande said, “ We are really dred of this wars give 
ua passports and wo will depart.” Kort auswered, 
“Ceneral, you came withont heing invited; when you 
go away you must lake Jfreneh leave.” Amando 
siniled, bul replied pravely, “Ts ib wot a pity that tive 
nuions who esivom cach other should be carrying on 
© war of extermination ? We will mako our exenses, 
our apologies if you insist, for haying been intruders, 
uu shake hands upon our respoctive frontiors.” 
“Yos,” said Korf, “wo believe you have lately 
leaned to think us nore worthy of your esteem than 
you dids but would you, General, contimw to do so 
if wo suflered you lo withdraw with arms in your 
hauls 2” 
_ On anothor occasion Murat, ab an interview with * 
Milaradowileh, asked him 40 Teb his cavalry forage 
to the vight and left of his camp withput being dis 
turbed.” “Nay, would you wish,” said Milando- 
witeh, “4o deprive us of the pleasure of taking your 
flaest covaliers of Franco, comme des poules?” “Oh 
thon, J shall order due measures of preeuttion,” said 
Murat, “and imareh fomeing: eolumms, with infantry 
wel artillery on their flanks.” “Phat is what we 
desire,” vepliod Mikadowileh 5 we aro impatient for 
wn encounters? and dhe next night, the 8thof October, 
forty-three ctirassiors and eavabineers, and fifty-three 
on the morning of” the 9th, wero made prisoners, aud 
notice of the capture sent lo Murat by Miluradowtteh, 
Some of the French writers wlirm, and indeed the 
chavgo was made in one of the Iulletins, that an armis- 
lieo was actually concluded; aud they accuse the 
Russians of a subsequont treacherous infraction 5 but 
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tho armistice never existed: ib was an hevention ew 
post facto, o cover ov puulinis wal af ie diseretion 
and vigilance, ‘Tho fret whieh fed Co the tntareatusy 
amongst tho chiefs were strictly vs abose stated, 
There was no authority for ft--a arrangement no 
writlen or verbal agreements of wy tind, only Uheb 
dneit one whieh fudividuals at (heir own peril ven 
tured to ach upon fram day to day aud monient to 
moment, but which afforded no protection amider chy 
laws of wee agaist sodden resumpden of hostilities, 
or even seizare and detention hy higher audhoritye of 
tho parties conmunienting, 

Moral himsell toll the Hugtish Ceneral in ttaly, 
during (ho campaign of (R11, det The ulwiays dad a 
misgiving on the subject ~ that he feared he might he 
lulling himself into too meh security, expecially 
when he found him, dhe Mnglish Ceueval, ata ith 
standing invitations on his part, uit sclvances 
moro than halfway on the mental gromml ta meet 
him, still portinacionaly refisiig to approach hha, 
or to accompany tho Russian Generals.” Te anid 
“ho fell sto thal thore waa no persota diseatir 
leay indonded, a8 both Imad sa often met, and learned 
o respect cach other in hancawvalile vautlieks alge 
Ghat Utero could be ne wit of isi Mygtish esvfosity 
and desire {o extract informition on an infinity: of 
subjects, Huropeun ay well as dtussian: he, therelure, 
could not help aseribing his keopite woul tow cue 
which he yery soon afterwirds Inu) reason fe knew 
wes Jub too well grounded ¢ bul.” he added, (ny evil 
star prevailed, and like Napoleon twit blinded ley 
a dazzling pluton af pewe.” 

The intelligenes of (he propose inidnight conte« 
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renca beyond tho advanced posts, and the reception 
ol Teurislon by Katusow, which Prince Wolkousky 
conveyed to the Emperor, and which tho Mnglish 
General had also beon obliged to communicate ina 
despatch with full detail to Tis Inpovial Majesty, 
sovercly displensed Alexandor, who felt how much 
his word and interesis had beon compromised and 
ondangerod by that prococding, Tho interviews 
between the cnemy’s officers and his own, of which 
Kntusow had mare report in order fo implicate othors 
in tho responsibility of communications contvary to 
TLis Imperial Majosty’s orders, also distressed hin, 
and therefore the following reproof was sent to Ku. 
Lusow i . 


“Privon Miorarn Larton owe, 
Tho roport brought from you hy Prince Wol- 


“konsky has made me aequainted with your interview 


with the Fronch nide-de-camp Gonoral Lanriston. 

“Tn the interview I had with yon at the very 
moment of your dopariure, and whou T confided ny 
armies Lo your command, T informed you of my finn 
desire ta avoid all negotiations with Cho enomy, and 
ull relations with hin Uivt tended to pence, 

“Now, after whnt has passed, Tomust repeat with 
tho sumo resolution (hat I desire this prinetplo adopted 
dy me to be observed by you to tts fullest extent, and in 
the most rigorous cnt inflevible manner, 

“T have also lewned, lo my extreme displeasure, 
that General Beningson ins had an interviow with 
the King of Naples, without any motive to instigate 
Tim to it. 

* After making him sensible of the impropriety of 
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(his step, Creqnize front gowns (fae netis ce nid severe 
suiperiondenco lo prevent ather ponets ale from iy ine 
interviews with the enemy, and holding simile cote. 
reneds, 

ATL tho ophiions and suggestions sor dave: re. 
ceived from meal) Chis resedutioes avhieh 2 dat, 
ecpnessel in the arders addr ssed da you, shouhd caiviner 
you that my deterneiuation was treltrahh ant tat at 
this moment no preposition of the crea van indies un 
to terminate the ude, cand dy date to recukert the saved 
duty that L have to parforne inoarvinging ay injured 
country, 

A. Polorsburg, {th of Oetoho, EX ty, 

(Signed) “ALIN ANH? 


Th would not dave hecome thee Bniperar to have 
veforred move directly to the proposed nieetiog 
“boyond tha advimeed poste’ Tle vould at with 
proprioty and: prudence tage so nied lurailiated the 
commander of Tis emies as too fiave udvertat ine 
publie degpateh do Dis gedit dy ne fovea ponenad 
tid Hh wos desirable on every deen’ to keep che 
(ramsnetion us mitch contiwal gs porsihte ta the patios 
auynaited with the dit he wrote a fetta ot peda 
ledgmont to the Mheglish General far die watelitid 
eure he Tal showin sy ai i his cover atthe witt 
Tint afterwards ab Wilie it will be seea haw justly 
ho approvinted Ute diseaufuare of the Misti: ius 
lontious fie Chet Ciuuseetion, 


Tho daring and sneeoss of the Cossidas anal gene 
tisan erp around Moscow contin inereasiug, ated 
the enemy's weakness heaume daily ure wpparent. 
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Alvendy four (honsand horsemen wore dismonnted, 
and no remot could he proenved, 

The aetillery was ina hotter stato, bit doteriovat- 
ing: sonsibly. 

Kvery morming soveral hundred prisoners wero 
brought iio cunp, who had chiefly been tuken 
in allempls to forges; and all conenrved in (he 
statement “of goneral starvation, suffering, and 
doeny.? 

Amongst other misfortunes which hefel the enemy 
wt this timo, Wereia, chat had been oeeupiod hy a 
Westphalian battalion, and palisaded, was earriod by 
asst on the (OU of Ostober, 

our inhabitants of Weraia, who had escaped out 
of the town, had agsured Dorakol? of the practicn. 
hilily of the ailempt, in which the whole population 
would assist, 

Collecting his troops, Vorokofl suddenly appeared 
before the places anc assisted, as promised and pros. 
ranged, by Cho Russians within, he gained un entrance 
info the (own, Nob an individual of the enemy's force 
eseaped s Cote Taundved were made prisovers; the rest 
were killed, Some cousidevablo magazines were wso 
seoured, 

Tho inaction of the Russian main army was be 
coming the subject of dissatislaetion, the streneth of 
which was growing uneon(rollable y for, as winter was 
drawing on, ib was feared that the enemy would retire 
suddonly from Moscow, aul reseno, by a timely with 
drawal, the detached corps exposed in valnerable 
positions, Jt was therefore earnestly desired that a 
blow should be struck without further delay, to 
eripplo the cuemy, and xo impair his romuining 
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alvength that he might (allan easiore na oie slotted 
of his being w eorlain prey. 

Murat and Ponistowski presented: thee oeension fay 
this offensive experiuwnt 

Kuuwow, tneessuntly urged hy Reade, the 
Quarlormastor-general ‘Tol, aid otters, auf hist ystve 
a rolnetant assent, 

A litule rivulet, with very stern Tambs whiel torn 
a diMioult ravine, entled the Cvemntesnin, loki its 
soured net Spush Kouplin, an the igh pond from 
Moscow to Tarmitino, rims die soda direetion 
parallel with the vond for inborn five: iniles, when 
it takes a sharp bend to the west, @reees the tine of 
pond, mid flows tite Che Navi. ‘Phic distinc fron the 
hond to i4 couftience is ont Cave miles and at halt, 

Tho nomy's wight woul conte were postal dashind 
this rivulet andl ravine, with the eight on the Niwa, 
and the contve Telt extending ta the bend of the rivie 
let. Another straumlet lowing: inte thee Cverniesnine 
Me Uieb bend covered the left, whiede was separated 
from the centro hy the heforesnentioned Cvevnieauin 
main ero, Ghivt deseeneles! front spss Nauplin, whieh 
Was (ha only poiuk af retvout fay the while fives, 
Behind tho right of the eneniy bay a range of wool 
thal reached (o Spass Keuplin, dhreugh whieh de 
high vond yan, and formed close defile, bia fran af 
the vight Jay the village of Winkewa, and of the defy 
Telovini! sin udvanee of whieh there wis planta 
tion of wouds Una the enemy dit not think of oven 
pying, or ever watching, 

Retweon twentyelive and thirty themed nie oeen 
pied (he position, of aout six miles in extent, deter. 
sooled, as stated, by dhe ravine dad vivilet, and with 
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out any seenrity for its rew, by natural or military 
obstructions, against a hostile approach and lodgment, 

Poninlowski’s corps was stationed on the right and 
in the coulre, where the principal corps of cavalry 
wag wo poslod, Scbastiani, with his division and 
somo light cavalry, was posted on the left beyond tho 
Ozernicznia. 

The 10th was tho day first appointed for the attack, 
but some of the troops not having arrived in time at 
thoir appointed stations, tho army alter a short march 
rolurned Lo ils camp, ‘ 

Fortunately tho enemy had not porecived the move; 
non 

On the morning of the T7th the columns again 
passed the Nana, and proceeded to their respective 
destinations, 

To enable a just comparative estimate to he formed 
of the force omployod, ant the, resnl(s which wero 
obtained, ibis necessary to, give an oxacl programme 
of tho ordor of battle, 

Orloff Denisoff, with ion rezimonts of Cossacks, in« 
cluding the Cossacks of the Guard, a rogimont of 
chaggours, aud twelvo pieces of artillery, had ordors 
* to tum tha left of the cuemy, gain their vege, and 
soize the deflo of Spass Konplia” Js support was 
composed of the light cavalry of the Guard, a regt- 
ment of dragoons, and six pieces of flying artillery, 

Bamroate with the Qnd and 8rd corps and sixty 
piecos of cannon, was direcled to attack tho onemy's 
loft. and connect with Orloff Denisafl. 

Osterman, with tho 4th corps and twelvo pieces 
of cannon, was instructed to form the inlermediate 
link botiwoen Bagawouth and tho rest of the anny. 
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Boningson was charged with the comnmiuul of Mesa 
columis, and ib world bave been well Hohe had heen 
loft to employ Uhem, without further cheek or control, 

Doctorow, with the 6th corps aul twenty-seven 
picees of ennnon, formed the 4th colin, 

Tho 7th and 8th corps wuler Raelxkoi, with forty. 
eight pivees of eannou, composed the Gth eolumn, 

Thoso two columns were divceted (o pass the Nava 

Tavoutino, moye by Winkewo upon the Czcrulenin, 
and engage the enemy wong his front, from vigti to 
contro, that ho might Ne unable to detueh any gid to 
hig loft, 
“Tho reserve, composed of two divisions of enirus- 
siers, and the 6th corps (the Camerds), wile all the au 
lillery of tho resovye, formed behind thy Hilt volun, 
on the great Moseow ronl, 

Milaradowilteh commanded the adyaneod gino of 
the whole of theso cols, having wuniler Tin avders 

tho 2nd and 4th, reginenty of cavalry, fone region(s 
gf Cossacks, Wilh seyerl batlutions of chassetrs, anil 
twenty pieces of light artillery 5 hut he wns ordered to 
remain alationwy infil die netion acd bean on fie 
enomy’s left. 

Tho whole lorew Chis arrayed contd not have Mb 
tered Yinder arms fower*than uinety thousunl com 
Datants, with a Inundred und ciglily pleeos of eunuan, 
oxelusive of whove four hundred in the reserve park 
tw force from imunhers, vow, and every requisite, 
sufficient to have annihilated tho enemy fmmestintels 

opposed, 

On the 18th, shout seven o'clock ta (he Jttorndiys, 
instead of ab day-break as proposed, a Drigade of 
Baguwworth’s columm advanced out of the weod du 
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front of Totorinki, and oponcd a brisk eamonade from - 
six pieces of cannon on the onomy’s left wing, The 
onomy’s cavalry, who had juat discovered that some 
oxtraonlinary movemonts wore fy progress within 
the wood, was beginning to mount when the shol fell 
among thom,’ and at the same instant Orlolt Denisolt 
prosonted himself behind their extreme left, and dash- 
ing upon ib before any formation could: bo conipleted, 
throw not only the cavalry but the whole left into” 
gonotal confusion, Au immediate and preaipftata 
light behind the Cyornicznia (o unite with tho corps 
boyond and find shelter from their pursnors followed ; 
but all tho artillory aud material wero abandoned as 
thoy stood, and in addition to many killed, fftcon - 
hundred wore mado-prisoners, ; . 
This snecess obtained, tho English General wag sent 
to the Marshal with Boningsou’s urgent entremly for 
tho advance with energy of all tho colithing.” + Bog 
the Marshal,” gaid Boningso, " to givo no time to the 
euemy lo rally or make any new disposition ho hoa 
only to voll him back ‘an pas do charge’ in his pre- 
sent disorder on Qpass Kouplia, whilst L am hastening 
there 40 intercopt his passag’, wlileh 1’ wilLecltect.” 
Bub Kutusow coldly ‘cheekal this ardour, directed 
Beningsen to slop his movement, as Osterman's * 
column, the third, had not yeb taken up its gromud, - 
ordeved away thea third corps from the second ealumn: 
to AML up the vacmiey, and arrested (ho: forward novo- 
ment ofall the offer columns, oxcopl Milavadowiteh’s, 
which he allowed ‘Yo-agtyanec on Winkowo, pass tho 
rivurlol, and ongage ‘this enemy, still malntaining w Wood * 
én the right of thoi position to-rove? the retront. 
Murat. had beou complotely surprised, Tle ad not 
p : ? 
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vison when the first shots gave the alava, With 
(ifieulty he gained his horse before the Russinns were 
in possession of bis quarters; his baggage, silver cane 
touns, aud cooking wensils, in whieh were ford ont's 
aud horse flesh prepariug for food, were Gihen, Des 
peruls by a senso of the iuistortanes Inemneit his 
commades (for he always was voyurder, ail sought fa 
be regarded, by his troops as a fellow-soldier), and ly 
the diseredit that would ative: fochig negleed of thie 
procuntion, he exerted to Che highest degren al his 
onories and activity: his plane was seen waving in 
tho thivkest. of evory fray—-now Te wre rally ine the 
fugitives; now restoring ardor hte (he calm; ways 
charging on the pursuers; now coveriys his: line of 
rolrent by the most energetic defensive memated nud 
personal daring. 

No chief could more doyotodly endeavour to repre 
a feult—for fault Chere had been, amt that dee hinesed! 
acknowledged or display more brilliant conan in 
the midst of the most anxious andl distracting: peril, 

Lf, however, Ovlol! Denisol had heen daly supe 
ported, if Boningson had been permitted: ta sustain 
him ab Spass Kouplia, whieh peint his Chmsatiehe lid 
reached,--nnd the other calms did been aelyanneedt fi 
time, nob all Minat’s Gulent, courage, and exertions 
would Juve been able fo preserves a single indivielual 
of his whole forces nota mm would dave seaport the 
sword or cuplivily. 

<The Cossacks, especiully those af the Chard andes 
Orlol! Donisof ditrepidly uttveked even the entivaesivrs 
“ondewvouriig Lo fornt & sgreen for the colnias plisling 
Aoug the skirts of the woud (o gain Bpase Kanplia. 
Ohurges wero matunlly given and repilaed, tid 
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thors never was & cavalry combat in modem warhire 
where the antagonisly continued so close and com- 
mingled for such a length of timo, Tad it not been 
for the cuivass belore and behind, the Cossack spear 
would infullibly have pioreod every horseman ; 

At longth the enomy’s infiutey, pressed on ils volun 
hy Milavadowilch’s advance as vigorously as his 
means aud ordors allowed, gained and filed through 
tho defile of Spass Kouplia, when tho enirassiors sud- 
denuly broke, rushed into it, and escaped under the fire « 
of somo chassour battalions posted at the entrance. = - * 

The Russians did not proceed farthor 5 for Kutusow 
sont an ordor lo dosish from pursuit, as ho recoived, 
and believed infomation given by the prisoners taken 
Qvhich, howover, proved erroneous), “thot a slong 
Ifrench reinforcement sent hy Napoleon was ap- 
proavhing.” 

Murat did not haltshis flying foree nntil it reached 
Ayrinowo. ’ Ps 

Tho Russian army rolumnod to Taroutino, leaving 
Milwadowiteh with his advanced guard ab Winkowo, 

Two of the onemy’s generals, Dory and Tishor, had 
boon killed, also tivo thonsand mene general and tve 
thousand prisoners were leken, with an gcagle, thirty 
vight pieces of cumon, forty bumbrils, al the baggage, 
wn & cousiderable mumber gf wretched horses. 

The trophy, however, which gave tho most sntis- 


faction was tho veseua of Chroo bandted wounded 
¢ 
* During this combat tho Coguacks wore never diatant more than hall 
platol shot hom the aqnadrons, which kept as olofo formed ay posatllos 
and each party diing the whole ting uut only dealt: blows, bub pelted 
head words al cach other, ‘The English Gonoral bad refoingd tho Cossacks 
alter omrying hack Kutusow's “negative” to Rontngson, and was a witness 
at this oxtraoulinery indlde, 
pr 2 
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prisoneiy in chuveh whieh the enemy lint just 
fired, ; 

The loss of the Russians had net execcled lye 
hundred mons but the death of Genera! Bagawouth, 
who had heen sleueke hy a cannon ball, greatly appera- 
vated thet loss, for he was an excellent: olliver, mid 
mueh esteemenl 

Ie hus been already stated Chat skinned cats and 
horse-flesh had been found in the kiteken of Mian 

All the cooking: pols lefint the bivonnes for the 
chemy were surprised whilst cooking (heir break. 
fast contained bonillons of horse-flesh s ancl Che ears 
cases of buichered horses glrewed what the hiverttes 
were munorous, and most ollengive fram their pu. 
tvidily. 

The vast auporioriiy of Kutusow's force aud tle 
dofeetive position of the nemy rendered the xterese 
oblained very incommensurate wilh Whe meni ont 
ployed. Kurtusow was fiaster of the enemy's late, 
whon he suspended the offensive and changed ib toa 
timid defensive, as if desivons of averting: (he eats 
trophe of his enemy y and his eomlnet in this alnir 
would ouly be explicable by (at suspieton, unlest the 
relation of aulisequent proceedings should praye that 
his motive was to he asevibed wilh mere uth toa 
rival jeulouay of his second iu communi, 

‘The result nevertheless, imperfoet id) mn dstietory 
ad ié was lo the ammy, operated most henelicially on 
Muropo as well a4 Russia, and fivonrerd many: interests 
yoyuiring this irefragable proof of the aieniy’a werk 
ness and hopeless condition, 

Napoleon lid ah leugth useertained his error in ex. 
peeling Aloxander’s onteriaimment of his pueifie pros 
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posalys and aware that the unusnal mildnogs of the 
weather then existing could not be of long duration, 
nude his dispositions’lo evacuate Moscow. 

Recalling his corps, which had been detached th an 
opposilo direction to his intended line of march, aud 
ovioring the necessary proparations to be made, he 
vindietively vosolved to blow up the Kremlin: - an 
usoloss, Vandal, and exasperating act, which Mobter 
was commanded to carry inlo exeengion, 

On tho 16th all tho sick and wounded that could 
be conveyed, spare artillery, trophies, and baggage, 
whieh had een direcked lo move on Smolensk, com- 
moneed theiy march ina column that comrtaived nearly 
yoven Inmidred pieces of cannon, two thousand five 
Tamdeed tumbrils, and six thousand public and private 
varriages of ull descriptions, 

On. the {6th tho Vicoroy, charged with the ail. 
vanced guard of the army wnder Napoleon, pasgerd 
the Palya até Gorki, and bentling to the right veached 
Tgnatowo, 

Tho uews of the dofeat of Marat greatly diseou- 
corte Napoloon 5 bub it exposed tho jeopardy of his 
situation ing more unnifest light than any in whieh 
he had heretofore coutempluted il, and aceclerated his 
arrngomonts, . 

Ou the 19th ho quilted Moscow with the Old Guatd, 
the corps of Ney and of Davonst, the divisions 
Delvan and Pino of the ‘Vieeroy's army, tnd pro- 
weeded to Watinlonka, establishing his head-quarters 
at ‘Troitskoie, whore he wos joined by Mirrat and 
Ponialowski. 

On tha 2tgb the Vieeray reached [ominskale, wud 
united with Broussice’s division. 
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Napoleon, who had halted on the 20th, moved an 
the 21st to Tenilowo, 

On the 28nd he procoedet (9 Momiuskeie, and 
Poniatowski was directed to adyanve on Weroin, 
thal he mighé cover, on the side of Medynsk, the 
great convoy moving on tha route ly Majnisk to 
Smolensk. 

On the 20th Borthier, by Napoloe's ardor, dog. 
patched the following Lotter fo Kitnaow s+ 


Taper lal Head qa ters, 
©Prinus Kurusow, YOU Octubor, LAL 
« Conoral Caumiston was commissioned (a pros 
poso to you mi arrangement Ut might give to the 
wor a character more conformable to estublisherl rales, 
and which might avoid wl evils nob indigpensile for 
ils conduct, 

“Th fact, the dovastition whieh ping the Hijeror 
is slill more injurious to Russia, us it is her own 
country that sullors, 

You will reutily poreoive, Coneral, (he interest 
I take in Inowing the definitive determinttion af your 
Government, 


(Signed) © Priwer op Nevrenaten” 


To this lotlor the Marshal sent the tallowhig 
reply : 


“My Prinon,. 

* Monsicur de Bortlomy, whom (have received 
in my own quarters, haa delivered the letter whielt 
your Highness addressed ome, 

“AM that volutes to this new demand was dime. 
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dintoly submitted, as you must know, my Princo, to 
the Hinperor my master, by Prince Wolkonsky. 

“Novertholess, considering the distaneo wud the 
difficulty of the communications at this seuson, ib was 
physically impossible that L could yet have reevived 
AL NAWOr. 

7 thereforo can only refer you to what Chad the 
honour Lo state to Goneral Lauriston. J 

“Twill, however, repenta truth of whieh, my Princo, 
you will doubtless appreciate all the foree and extent, 
namely, that ib is dificult, notwithstandiug every 
desive, to cheek a people irritated by all it sees—a 
people who for threo hundred years have not known 
an internal war, who yet are ready lo immolate them. 
solves for their country, aid who ae nol suseepbille 
of theso distinetions, which define what should be done 
and what ought nob to be done, according lo the 
modern customs of warfare. 

“Ag to the amnies whteh 1 command, Princo, 4 
flutter mysoll that all the world will recognise in their 
conduet the prineiples whieh distinguish a brave, 
loyal, aud gonorous nation. 

“7 have nover practised any other tn a long military 
carver, and T flatter myself every chomy has always 
rondored my measures thab justice, 

(Signed) * Kurrusow.” 


Napoleon's letter was a mystifiertion of tho real 
object of the mission of Lauriston, and the present 
communication was made to aseerlain whether any 
answer had hven reepived to the lotlor for the Hmperor 
Alexander sent by Prince Wolkonsky. 

The oxpression of Napoloow’s wish “to lumanize 
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the war” was Hol consistent with some of his awit 
acts and ingleuctions ; for he had ad) the same instint 
“ordoved the destruction of the Kremlin gy wel ina 
uote to Borthior of dhe T8th of Qetober he taut thus 
oxpressod himself: 


Order de ton Russhut saldiers  Qarayed lo he 
unfortunate siek, mul for that reason snved hy Beethier) 
“found ine cellar of tho LEC qiutor Quronlisse- 
wont) lo be shob us ineondiuiess let Che exceution 
take place at fom in the morning, without drawing 
abtontion to il (suns delat). 


(signed) *Naponron. 


In another note ofa tow days’ eartivr chute, alee to 
Berthior, ho obsorves---- 


. 


“ QousLy, 

“The Duke of Treviso mest extitish the most 
sovers police, Lot every Russian soldivn gonad in the 
streets be shot: (hevolore give Chose in hospital wining 
hot do go ont agnin, 

(signed) “ Naponns.” 

On the 28rd, ab tivo in the morning, Morten, whe 
had been left in Moscow with a pulie arde to ealleet 
provisions for a month, wad make varions cemoustre 
(ont as Eo he were to remain in garrison there, evie 
cuted the Sremlin vider the instrnetions of a secret 
order; andoas the last guard was withdrawn, the 
tings Were spring whieh Id been sone duya pres 
paring, 


Qore 1812 WINZLNUHRODE LAREN PRISONER, 217 


Tho palace, the church of San Nicholas, tho asend, 
and adjotning buildings, were Unrown down or sol on 
fire by the oxplosion: an ignoblo monmnent of resenl- 
mot, which, houowwbly for the Russians, and henofi- 
cially for civilisation, was tot followed ug an oxamplo 
wb cither capture of Paris, 

Morticr left about fifleon hundred sick in Moscow, 
and marched on Worois with an immouso train of 
carriages, that had not been roady to accompany the 
first convoy to Smolonsk. Beforo his departure from 
Moscow, Winzingerode, with some Cossacks, had 
onlored the elly by the 8. Pelorsburg barrior ; Lut 
incautiously approaching the Kremlin, was made pri- 
yoner, with his vide-de-cump, Naviskin, On funding 
that he had ensnered himself, ho waved a while hand- 
kerchief as a flag of truce; but that sivalagem was of 
no avail, and the general was luyfally detained, with 
his aide-de-camp, as good prize. 

Jt had been wu originel error to leave Winzin- 
gerode with so small a foree, composed of one regimont 
of dragoons, one of hussars, some Cossacks of tho 
Guard, and throe rogiments of Cossacks, 

Had he beon in geeator strength, ho might have 
huwassed the onemy seriously, and contracted their 
foraging range in a district fll of supplies; or had 
tho onamy moved on Witepsk, which events showed 
would have been the safest line of retvent for Napo- 
leon, Winzingerode could have done little more 
than have hovered on tho flank of a column, Tis 
means would nol havo permitted any atiempt lo op- 
poso @ firm and officacious resistance. 

A few hours after Morticr had quitled Moscow, 
Creneral Lowaiskoi, who succeeded Winzingerode in 
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his abdicated command, entered the Kremlin, where 
he fod eighteen Russinn and twenty-four Krone 
pieces of artillery, 

According to the mosh aeouite rebirn af the 
onomy’s tolul foreo retiring from Moseow, it consisted 
of ulnoty thousand effective infantry, fiteen Chau 
sond feoblo cavilry, twelve thousand warmed men em 
ployed in the various services of urlillery, engineers, 
gondameria, hewbquartor alll, equipayges, aed com 
missarial, and more than Gventy thous none 
combatauls, sick, aul wounled-~ allogethar about a 
hundved and forty thousand individieds, 

Tho “impediments belli et fag” were never more 
cmbanassiig, nor was prospect ever more fone; aul 
yeb no terrified imagination could pieture to itself the 
rew) horrors Ut awaited this multitude. 

Tho mnarch, however, had begtar anspiciously she 
weather was fines and Cho Russi information as te 
the enemy’s proceedings, whieh hud heretofore heen 
most continnons, vapid, wid aceurate, wae at Chis: tie 
portuit moment completely intereeptod, 

When therefore intelligence was reevived oa the 
2dnd wh tho Russian headquarters (hata oneny's 
corps had arrived, and was established at Momingkeale 
on tho Nera, forty miles front Moseow, and about, 
twenty from Taroulino, ib was prestimed that the 
corps Was havarded without support to volleet provi« 
sions, and Cheb ib dad not heen duly admonished fy: 
Murats disaster thet the Russian nemy: wir ale ued 
disposed to assume the offousive, 

Doctorow, wilh w corps of Chree Chouswad cavalry, 
twelve thousand infantry, and cighty-four pivees of 
cannon, was ordered “to march on Foninskoie, aut 
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surprise the enemy, if practienble ; but if he should ho 
found supported by any other corps, or in a position, 
with «ae precautions talon, to defond himself until 
retuforcoments should arrive to his suecour, on no 
accout to engage in a combat which might vaquire 
further aid from the main army to extricate his own 
corps so compromised, and perhaps to bring on a 
genoral battle under disadvaatageous circumstances.” 

Tho Ohiof of tho staff, Yermolow, and the English 
Coneral accompanied Doctorow. 

This general, who afterwards commanded tho Rus 
sian wrmy on the frontiers of Persia, was the best 
administrative officer in the servieo, hub he did not 
onlortain any presumptuous opinion of his own qua- 
lifteations; for when complimented after the war “on 
the distinguished situation he hac hold under the 
Marshal,” ho said, quainily, “You are mistaken-—it 
was God and Siu Nicholas who did Kutnsow’s duty 
and mine 5 aud ig must be ewned we gave them onough 
to do in ropeiving owe errors,” 

As tho operations of. this detachment influenced 
very materially tho fate of the enemy by diseoneort- 
ing his plan of ogress out of Russia, itis of importance 
Wow give an xecurate detail of its proceedings, and of 
the incidents which guided ils movements, 

Tho corps marched early in the morming of the 
28rd of October, and Milavadowiteh was direeted 
‘Fon the same day to push a reconuoissance on Woro- 
nows, to attract Murat’s attention,” 1b being sipposed 
that he still held that position. 

Ahoub four o'clock in tho afternoon Doctorow 
reached Aristowo, tavelve miles from Taroutino, and 
a few from Fominskoie. 
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As this alation Jay ina wooded dell, and Une coun 
wy beyond seamed open fo observation fram aw very 
considovablé distances, the corps was halted to refresh, 
and to avait information from the exploving: purtion, 

In a short time sevoru] oliver and Cossacks arrived, 
bringing the intelligence “that the enemy was ina 
position about five miles dishunt, whiel was in flself 
strong wid well gawded: thai the pieqnets wero ab on 
tho alert, and that a conceded approach was ines 
sible.” 

Theso reports being confirmed hy the stall ofievrs 
sent lo recomoitye, & couneil of war wns heldab the 
request of Dactorow, and the Muglish General was 
reqiired to agsisé as a member, 

Doctorow first stated his ordes, and then "that 
the chemy was twelve thousand strong, with objects 
tnknown, and that he had taken ap defensible 
ground,” 

Tho Couneil called on the [nglish General to give 
his opinion, and jnsisting, Uh Muglish Ceenernl abe 
served @thab if ho commended unde similir ardeps 
wid ciremmstances, he should suspend nay farther al 
yaneo until mere informmtion was obtained fram 
parties xen to reconnoilve Cte enemy's Tine af eam 
munication; Uieb in his apition the enemy's corps 
was nol isolated, and ea Paty bhutan advanced pm 
op wing of some considerable body ti mevement 

“That if this wero fount not to be the ease, a nieht 
altiek might he atlempted under enutious dispositions 5 
hub he should for the present keep Che Riessian comps 
where ib was, to avoid giving alarm to the enemy hy 
exposing the confiznity of a fires whieh he prolully 
Hid not expeet to be in his neighhourhaud.” 
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This opinion was unanimously adopted, and orders 
wero issned in accordance, 

Doctorow, Yormolow, and other generals then 
Uiauked the Hnglish Goneral for the honesty of his 
judgment, sineo they said, “ Althongh we wero of that 
alvice, aw fond dé cour, before the council mob, uone 
of us would have ventnred in the temper of tho troops, 
especially after the late affair ab Taroutino, Lo lake 
upon himself the initiative of such a tomporate course 
of proceeding, We must have voted by acclamation, 
fon avant, cotto qui cofite, without any regard to 
conditional orders; Dut as your anti-lrench zeal is 
known lo the soldiery, every one will be satisfied with 
your decision, and await with pationco the issue.” 

In the course of an hour afterwards Colonel Sis- 
lavin, a colobrated and gallant partisan, galloped 
into Aristowo, and communicated the nows that 
ho had seen the French army on march from Ign 
towo to Fominskaio:” other Cossacks followed, who 
reported tat “they had seon the cuomy onter 
Borowslke in preat forces” and a Freneh officer, 
brought in prisonor, admnittod thal “Moscow was 
evacuated; that Napolcon was with the eohimn ab 
Tguatowo," but slated that “he, the officer, know 
nothing of the destination of the army except that 
it was leaving Russia,” 

Messenger after messongor then poured in from 
all quarters with confirmatory intelligence, aud the 
groviest and most joyous animation prevailed in the 
camp. 

Tt was elear thal Malo-Jaroslavels was the point on 
which the cnomy was moving; and whilst tho corps 
was polling under arms, advieo waa received that 
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tho enemy from Fominsketo was already on mued in 
that direction.” 

Not a moment was lost: hy seven o'elock: Whe corps 
of Doelorow was string every nerve to rvertel: Malo. 
Javoslnyvets before tho cuemy, whose lights were tres 
quently visible during the night, as the colimas ovens 
sionally approached within a mile ar two of cach 
other. 

Doctorow had despatched advice lo Ritasew “of 
tho intelligence he had vequired, wid of his awn ineve. 
mont on Malo-daroslavedss" urging that “reiiforeo. 
monls Might bo sent as fasl asx possible to that poiud, 
and expressing a hope that the whole army sean atti 
dayhrenk might arrive to take up a position on (ue 
rouls to Kelongn tid Medyusk, wl (hie da chen 
againgt the cnemy’s progress in cither direction.” 

Yernolow, and the Hnglish General hy lis aisteerte. 
eunp, sent simile neeounts and solivitutions both ta 
the Marshal and Beningsen: 

These desputehos renchad Katusow's hendsqiarters 
on the avening of tho 28rd; aint as Doelorew: ad 
vunced, offieers were successively ser from cittevout 
stations on (hie route fo muke the report af progress, 

Milarwlowiteh, caving the day, hid also sent uti 
sow notices “Chat Murat liad withdrawn from Ware. 
vowo, on the new raul to Kalougiu al Mominkoir.” 

Thus Kutnsow was in fill possession of the requisite 
information for Che goverument of his proveedtinpa hy 
nine o'clock in the evening, wal his aviny hit hut to 
Tareh on miles, whereas Doctorow, wheat Aristawe 
whieh he left nt seven, was distant from Mato-dire. 
slavels Gwelve iniles, without any regular road, ltt 
hoving to wind and make his way through a thet mento. 
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country fall of slreamlets and large ditches, unprovided 
with any bridges for tho passage of his artillery, with- 
out any ponboons or Means cxeepbl sich as could de 
found on the spol; and yel before day dawned he had 
crossed the Protwa ab Spasskoie, and gained the plain 
whieh lay in front of Malo-daroslavets 

livery one was ignorant of the locale, and therefore 
tho only disposition that could bo made during the 
imporfeet light was lo post columns on the differ 
ent roads leading from the town, and “of which there 
wore, ineluding the Spasskoio road, five principal ones, 
to revist the egress of the cueny (vho ilawas supposed 
would cndeavoir to move forward al daybreak), and 
to confine him within the town wnilil the main Rus- 
sian ay or sufficiont reinforcements eould arrive to 
frustrate his project, Doelorow thon ordered tivo 
regiments of chassears, supported hy two more, (o 
dash into the town, and drive dhe cnemy (whom some 
fugitive inhebilants reported to havo reached and 
entered it) aut af the place, and over the river 
Lougea, which ran immediately below, aud lo destroy 
hia bridge, 

Mulo-Javoslavols is built upon the side and stminit 
of a lofty Will, vishgy Immediately above the Longea 
(vhich the enemy ealled the Tntza), and over which 
river is a bridge distant about a Inmdred yards syom 
the ravine, already deserihed as forming ils sercen and 
protection, 

The ground on both flanks of the town, agconding 
from the river, is woody and sleep, and the ground 
on the left is intersected with very deep fissures andl 
ravines, so as to be impracticable for artillery move- 
ments from the bank of tho river. 
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Tho whole Gown is butlt of woods new Che simul 
of tho hill there is an open spree Tike a Chnde 
Place; and near the rvine, wb the bottem are a elieh 
and & couple or more of houses tat commun the 
approach, 

Tho somicivele oveupied hy Doctorow, from Teron 
tiewa close to the Medynsk road on his: left, and te 
tho Spasskoie road on his vight, within whieh space 
ho also secured the road to Kwonga and serpankow, 
extended about two miles and a lial along fat amen 
voredl lands but there were xome considerable woods 
behind and nob more than iw mile distkunt, (hrongh 
which the Medynsk and Serpoukow roads ran, 

"Nhe intervals helween the eolmuns wore of conrss 
vory groal, 

‘Tho, chassows charged forward and quickly dis. 
lodged the enemy in the towns but at the bottom 
of the hill on which it is builé ran a deep ravine, the 
opposite side of whieh covered the bridge, ud behind 
this ravine (he enemy found inassaihible shelter, 

The Wnglish Gonera) having gone upon the vigdt 
flank of the town to reconnoitve Cin endiamlanent 
and the position of the hridge, pereaived, as day 
dawned, & large hady of tha enemy deseendings the 
lofty hill on the left bunk of the river to puss the 
bridge und enter the town: this dense liotly was 
flocking forward ag if quite ab ense and uncousciona of 
any serious opposition being designed to Ue passage 
wid ovenipution, 

Tho Knglish Goneral laving reported this incident 
to Doctorow, galloped with a Dattory of Hight artery 
placed nuder his directions do an elevation which he 
had selected for ite sile, and opened ite fire almost. 
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within grapo shot of the mass, ‘AL the first discharge 
thore was a general hall, on tho second a wavering, 
on tho third a total dispersion, ancl every one flew for- 
wand or scrambled up the hill to got out of the reach 
of this woxpected camonada, 

Tha movemont of the advanced guard was thus 
checked, and nearly an hour gained before tho Viee- 
roy (who aflerwards told the Knglish General at 
Mantua “ that the first shot made him start with more 
alarm than he had ever felt in his life, as he foresaw 
au, onco'tho falal consequences”) could arrive in por- 
son, bring up his artillery, and re-establish order: an 
essential hour for tho Russians, 

Tn about an hour tho enemy (Delzou’s division), 
undor cover of a heavy fire, recommenced the descent 
of the hills and joining the two battalions defending * 
the bridge, pushed up through tho streets of tho 
town to the skirts, whon tho battle began with o 
violence which corresponded with tho magnitudo of ils 
objects and (ho resolute dolormination of each party 
Ww achicvo ils own. 

The onomy was infuriated by despair ; tho Russians 
by ‘the Moscow ery of vengeance,” 

Tho very militia who had just joined (and who, 
boing armed only with pikes, formed a third rank to 
the battalions) not only slood as steady under the 
cannonade as their -voloran comrades, but charged tho 
sallying chomy with as avdont ferocity. 

Doctorow, under cover of his powerful artillery, 
which poured shot, shells, and grape on tho advancing 
columns, re-cntored and repossessed himself of the 
whole town as far as the ravine, except the church 
ad adjoining houses which the onemy had garrisoned, 
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end which commanded the ground hover, so dnt 
the Russians could nol remain under their fire to 
contend for the ravine and seizure of the bridge. 

In this abiack Delvon was killed, and fell into 
tho ams of his brother, who also reeeiverdt te mortal 
wound, ‘ 

Guillominot sueceeded to the command, andl re» 
stuned tho offensive, After yarions atdempis le at 
last rogained tho Grande Place; Int, though rein 
forcod by the division Broussier, he ead: not esta. 
blish any Jodgment beyond, ’ 

About ton o’elock the corps of Daveust mid Noy 
had reached the heights opposile Malo-duroslavets; and 
ovory inslant ib became mora manifest that the 
enomy had resolved to force his passage through the 

* Russian circumyallation, 

Officer after officer had heen despatched to hasten 
the arrival of the voinforeemeuts, and of the unin 
army under Kutusow., 0. 

Hivory regiment of Doetoraw's corps had heen 
alvouly engaged, and the killed nnd wounded ex. 
cocded Ave thonsund, 

Tho tvoops, oxtuusted by their previan mires 
and seven hoary combat, could seareely contin the 
action, : 

Ab thot anxious moment the eorpa of Raellskol 
arrived within view; and, ts soon ay it reached the 
position, was ordered “to penetrate ind, ad ewrry 
the town by storm.” 

The “hugs” of the volmma annauneed ta the 
onemy thal they were abouk to ho assailed hy fresh 
ioops, whose impulse thoy quickly fod they wore 
unable to resist. 
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Tho Russian gronadicrs earried all before them ; 
and for the sixth time tho Russians berane mastors 
of overy post bul the fortified ehurch and buildings 
adjacent. 

Tho Vicoroy, alarmed for the safely of the troops 
left within thom and in the raving, as well as for his 
bridges, a second one having beon consiueted, urged 
forward tho division Pino to vally the fugitives ayd 
load to another onset, 

This division had joined the army the dey afler the 
battle of Bovodino, an, was cousidered therefore a 
maiden corps which had to establish a fellowship of 
repulation. This it most deservedly acquired; but 
tho Russian gronadiers, nobwithslauding ils impettous 
offorts aud the flames raging around them (for the lown 
was on five in all parts), tenaciously maintained their 
position: aud the Viecroy was compelled to send 
reross tho river all his corps, exeept the cavalry, to 
preserve his tates du pont. * 

The Russians in their tun, yiclding to the now 
pressure, volived {vom the town, and took post at half 
cannon ghol distance from tho outskirts, 

Tho cnomy, elated, prosontod heads of colmnns al 
the several outlets, as if thoy wore about (o advance 
on the Russian alignment; bub they were tminble 
to foee the artillery thal swept tho esplanade in front, 
aud the Russian chassours repossessed thomselyes of 
the nearest houses you ubunt. 

At, throe o'clock another roinforeomont arrived, con- 
sisting of some-balialions of Ractlfskoi’s corps that had 
nol joined in time from an out station to march with 
it, and this reinforeomont, small as it was, revived tho 


spirit of all, 
Q 2 
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Napoleon, who had passed the night ab Bovowsle and 
reached the heights opposile Maloslaroghiyels rhout 
ono o’eloek in the afternoon, was enibled (henes to 
wateh the road of Spassloie, auc dhe mareli of the 
Russian reinforcements. 

Ito had been highly salisted with the exertions of 
the Viceroy to mainiain Malo-davoslavets, but he was 
sonsihly depressed af the manifold diMentites in whieh 
this obstruction involved him wid the whole amy, 
Sul he flatlored himself that Kutnsow might nol sit 
down before Malo-duroslavety to dispiite the passage, 
sinco if ho did, he wag not prepared to hazurd a 
gonoral battle for his removal, us several of his corps 
wore abyont aul could nob bo recalled, 

This hope, however, was weakened when, about 
four o'clock, he saw the main Russi amy arvive 
bofore the lown to take ap the position for its invest 
nent, 

TKattusow had perseveringly timed a lewt oa to 
overy messenger and entrenty, founding excuses: for 
dolay on tho absence af Che foragers, mul other fet 
volous prelexts, 

The thinder of the emmonade had shaken the yory 
Windows of his quarters; Int it was uot wad after his 
dimmer meal that he ordered his droska, mud five 
Mclock had passat before the ara: oveupied ity ol 
ready selected stations, 

Tho corps of Borosdin and the third division of the 
third corps relieved the sixth corps, and jahuing the 
romains of the seventh corps, entered the town, obtuin- 


ing at first somo partial success; but the amy af the” 


Viceroy had been so rainforeod within il, and the flanies 
of the burning houses had se extended ad raged with 
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such violence, that retention of any portion but tho 
skir(s was fmpracticablo, 

Tho enemy had also established considerable hat- 
tories that swopl the whole interior; and spreading to 
tho right and left of the town, had extended his right 
newly to the village of Terentiowa, and his left to 
Cucrikewo on the road to Spasskoio, 

Tho Russian chasseurs, however, continued to ou. 
oupy the gardons, hedges, and ruins, whenco they kept 
up an active muskelry firo till olovon al night. Tho 
vigour of the cannonade had ceased at nine, but shells 
woro Uiwown lll nearly midnight, 

Tho cnemy in this sanguinary conflict must have lost 
nourly ten thousand mens the Russians somewhat less, 

About the same munbor of troops had beon actually 
ongaged on cach side, and might amount to liventy. 
two thousand or twenty-three thousand men, 

Tho Russiun general Dorokoll’ was wortally 
wounded, On the enemys side, Dolzon and Levio 
wore killed, and Pino, Gefllenga, and Montana wounded, 

Tho town had beon consumed to ashes, and with it 
all the sevorely wounded, ’ 

After stinsot tho spoclaclo had been indescribably 
maguificent aud interesting, Tho crackling flames— 
the dark shadows of tho combatants flitting amongst 

“them the hissing ving of the grape as it flew from 

the licornes the rating of the muskelry - -tho 
ignited shells Wraversing and crossing in the atmos- 
phere -- the wild shouts of the combatants, and all 
tho accompaniments of the sanguinary struggle formed 
un ensemblo seldom witnessed, and which mado a 
grealer impression from the docisive consequences 
“which attached to the issno, 
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Tho Ttvian army lad disployedd qquilities whieh 
entitled it evermore to luke muik wrongst the braves, 
troops of Tivope, Tt had confronted and sustained in 
the carlior period of the day a saporior and con. 
centraled woight of artillery that might aye daunted 
and subdued the Srmess of (he mogt resolute vocoriuis ; 
and throughout the whole aeton, and under al its 
vicissitndes, had evinced an elasticity and onerey Chat 
nover drooped or relaxed, 

Doctorow might perhaps have renched ancl destveyed 
the enemy’s bridge, if, instead: of making his abhiek 
with oly four battalions of chassetis, he Tied iu the 
first instaneo Unown into the town, and brought to 
hear on the flanks, wll lis forces ut he wrrived fu tho 
dark, Inew nothing of (he lovality or off the enemy's 
numbers, and, as there were several forda between 
Spasskoio and (he town, ho Tad every reson to fer 
an tblack on his rear from (hu side, 

When the Vieeroy draught up his aetillory inl 
planted his batteries to swoop the proud leading: to 
tho bridge, approach was no Jonger practieable, ner 
vould the bridge he reuched hy the Russian shot from 
any poinks for the viver towards Cho town mide aw 
ronbrunt bend, fi whieh the bridge Jay, and thus con 
vowed mid protected ib hy tho eireimjaeont gromid, 

Had Rutusow sent forward a corps by a forged mureh 
as soon as ho reeoived the first infomuntion of the 
cuony’s movement (ha ought Go huye sent forwed 
three (housand horse mud as meny Tnfinry, by rapid 
conveyaneo for whieh he hed alunditt imenis, with 
somo flying artillery), ad advanced he next morning 
wb daybrenk with the wmy, he might have antieipated 
the onemy’s arrival or efectad their dislodgmont he- 
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foro tho Viceroy was reinforeed; bul by not taking 
any measure lo aid Doclorow, he threw a ernel weight 
npon his corps, and ho afforded che onemy an oppor. 
(unity for nearly twelve hours to offect a passage* and 
(ako a position heyond the town, from which he might 
have checked the approach af the Russian wmy whilst 
filing his remaining columns and artillery on tho 
Kalouga or Medyusk roads, 

Atclevon o’clock at night Kutusow stmmonad all tho 
gonorals to his bivouae in front of the Lown, and issued 
an order of battle, as he said that “he had made up 
his mind to resist the advance of Napoleon, and that 
he was prepared to docide the fate of the ouemy by a 
goneral action.” On whieh the English Gonoral went 
up lo him, and shaking his hand, “congratulated him 
upon tho decision as one worthy of the Marshal's 
character, aud the great cause conftded to hig charge,” 
Flo at the sane timo “bogged that all formor misun- 
dorstandings might bo obliterated, and in tha Wwaugac 
tions of the onsuing day he hoped. for opportunity to 
vender him useful service.” The Marshal snid “ho 
had dotermined to fnish the war on that spot—to 
suceced ov make the enemy pass over his body,’ and 
veqosted the Mnglish General “to Koop wp constant 
conpatnication with him from every point of the feld 
whore he night be moving diwuing the combat,” and 


* Aftoy Kutusow's arrival in the feld, the Princo of Oldenburg rodo up 
to Uto Mnglish Cionoral and asked him ‘ifthe had seen the Masha?” Ifo 
atid, pointhyg to a distant tice, Lo may bo in that dhection,” “No,” 
roplicd tho Pimeu, “that cannot be, for C Tove just acon nv sholl pass 
beyond.” 

+ Ifo thon oxpressed himself with a aolomnity of devoted patriotism that 
would have hocome Leonidas at tho pass of ‘Thermopyle ; but, alas! his 
subsequont conduol did not confirm the bollof of his sincorily, 
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authorized him ' Co nso his mame on overy omorgeney 
ag bearing an order from himself” 

Ahovo cighly thonsind mon were placed in posi- 
tion, with neurly seven Ttndyed pieees of cannon, 
pointing their muzzles on all the swllying poluts of the 
lowi. : 

Tho enemy could nob bo more than soventy thon. 
sand slrong; Jor a Targe force Inu moved with the 
growl convey on tho Mojuisk rowd, and Ponivowsld 
with his corps had beon dotuched to Wereia, with 
iustenetions (o revonnoilre (he raul lo Medynal. 

The state of the enemy was moreover caleulated to 
pul the Russian commander wb eave will regurd to 
tho result of the intended obstruction. 

Ub was now indispulable that Uo enouy was not 
proposing lo onlunglo his adversary byw series of 
complicated opermtions, but that his solo ohject wis 
“transit,” without tho passport he lad been se long 
expecting. ‘Thet in enye of suecoss he eal not 
afford Gime (o purstto his advantage, aad devinde from 
this sole point do mire of his movement. ‘hab shoald 
the enemy ever penebrats the Riasiin sonieirela of 
iuvestmonl, and gain.tho Kalonga ov Medynake line 
of road, tho Russiun divided wings woultl Inve 
nothing lo apprehend from separation, but might 
immediately net ns distinel corps to Iuwass lis Man 
and rear. 

The enomy had neither provisions nor tumunition 
for protracting matosttyres, 

Ahont at milo anda halt from Muo-diroshivets on the 
Kalougn vond ran the rivulet of Korieva, Unvough a 
very deop and broad tayino: this rivulut formed a 
boggy soil and marsh: over (his marsh a mutow 
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caseway was constructed, and extended a good 
quarter of & iile, 

Beyond the causeway rose ,a high hill, which ran 
parallel with and commanded the whole ravine. 

A division sintioned on this hill, with a due propor. 
lion of artillery, would havo beon able lo resist the 
advance of any enemy, however numerous, and would 
have vondered return vory dificult for that portion 
which might have descended into tho ravino. 

Tho Russian commander therefore could apply the 
uss of his foree to guard the Medynsk road, and 
cover the Serpoukow road. Whichever way the 
cnomy tuned, he was in a position lo head, flank, 
ani pursue hin without exposing his own ablacking 
columms to aly pressure beyond their means of 
counteraction 

Three hours had olapsed in busy and zealous pre- 
paration, when, about tivo in the morning, tho gencrals 
wore again summoned by Rulusovw, 

All assembled, as ouch aflerwards admitted, with 
concurrent misgivings as lo the abject of thoir mocting, 

Kulusow, sibling in the midst of tho circle, shortly 
wequainted them that “he had received information 
which had induced him to relinquish tho intention of 
defonding the ground in front of Malo-daroslavols, and 
delormined hin to retire hehind the Korieza to secure 
the road to Kalouga and communication with the 
Oka.” 

This annomneement was « thunderbolt that caused 
& momentary stupor, Tt was, however, represented 
to him, “ that stich 2 movemont, in such a moment, 
and under the circumstances of darkness and tho 
narrow causeway on the ling of rolweat, could nol be 
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oxeeulod without porilous confusion; und that the 
enomy, seeing (his, woukl doubtless endewvour to 
ineveaso it by an abuiek s that the whele army would 
be placed in jeopaudy, and the wear ptaud: inevitably 
lost, if the enemy availed himsel! of his advantage,” 

Tho English Gonoeral enloreing these cousiloritions 
was lold by (ho Marshal, 1 don't eave for yoru ohjeo= 
liong, [ profer giving my enemy a Spont dor, as you 
call if, to receiving a feoup de collier? besides, C will 
say again, as E have told you before, that bam hy no 
means sure that the Colal destruction of the Hinpevor 
Napoleon and his army would he sacha henetit to 
tho world 5 his succession would not fll to Russia ors 
any other coutinenaal power, but fo tit whieh 
already commends the sea, wid whose dari ion would 
then he intolerable,” 

The Idnelish General only replied that the oven 
sion was one for the execution of military duly, not 
fov political alterention, which he should postpone 5 aad 
that tho Marshal ought inthe diseharge of Chat duty 
always do respect (ho madi, Tais eo ie dois, advienne 
que pourri,” 

All further argument was a waste of time, and 
inituites: wero precious, 

The velweab was instantly begin, aad conduetec 
with ® vigow, a rapidity, and suveoss tat were 
scarcely credible even to the eyo-wilneses, 

Before day-break the enusoway Ind been passed 
hy the greater park of (io artery, but sti an 
immense uinber of carriages aul (eoops were butting 
lo gain entrance upon it. 

Fortunately the enemy cond nob peresive whit 
was yassing beyond the duble-land; and Ouvarrow, 
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who with a considerable body ol cavalry fovmod the 
row guard, made such a disposition as to render the 
chomy nacerlain as lo the moyemont of the army. 

{u was nevertheless a most eritical moment, 

Tho English General had vetarned to the rear guard 
to voport the confusion in the ravine, and the necessity 
of Lenacity for some Lime lo pemnil ils clearunee. 

The débouchement of tho enemy’s columns was an- 
tivipalted with groal anxicly. 

A shell thrown al the cavalry from tho skiris of the 
town indiealed the commencement of the sally; a 
second confirmed tho assurance; and the burst of a 
firious emmonade was expeelod from insiant to 
iistant, 

Ouwyarrow said to tho Jduglish General, “Wo will 
hold to the last, and wb Jeast save our honour out of 
the wreck 3 bub wo wre lost.” 

Happily, aud inexplicably, the enemy's fire consed, 
mukl no forward movement as made from the town, 
Tine rolled on -the rear guard romained mdisturbed, 
and the shells which had been thrown had usolally 
usdis(ed, by the warm thoy had occasioned, lo clear 
(ha pasdage of the causeway 3 80 that about olevon 
ovlook Ouvarrow quietly retired with his rear gnaed, 
and entered the new position, 

Tt was a most unaccountable inaction on the part 
of the enemy, and allogether another Proyidentint 
oseapo for the Russian amy, 

Nupoleon’s slar uo longer guided his course, for 
alter the rear guard ad volired, had avy, even the 
inallesl reconnoissanee, advanced to the brow of-the 
hill over tho ravine -had the slightest demonstration 
of a continued offensive movement been made, Napo- 
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leon would have obtained a free passage for lis tomy 
on tho Kalouga or Medynsk roads, through a forlile 
and rich eountry to the Dniepery since Kutusow, 
vosolyed on falling Jack dehiad the Oka, had actually 
issued the arders “to vetive there in ousa af the enemy's 
approach to his new position.” 

Such is that so-called destiny whieh is) sipposed 
oveasionally o assume the governmeit of Liman 
transactions, and lo shupe them to desired and pares 
soribed ends 5 the idea of which destiny ude Napo- 
‘eon exclaim alter the Iubtile of Culm 

“Pai veon, conmuandd, vainow quayanty andes 
Dro monde cntior Pai ow les destinces 5 


Tb fai lonfowrs comm quien chayne évdnemant 
Lo destin dea date dépend un moment.” 


Whilst Kntusow was preparing to tly from shadows, 
Napoleon wags dolibevating on his onvironinys cungers, 

When the combat had ceased he had retuned to 
his heacd-quarters ab Gorodnia, and called Berthiey, 
Bessidres, Mural, und Lohan to his eouneil, Spreading 
a map of Riwsia before them, ag General Courpand 
states, “ho submitted the followiyg question: 

“Te appews that the enomy Keeps lis gromuds ti 
tho situation of the ary, is ib advantageous to pive 
him battle oy not?” 

Mivat and Besstdves weve against it; Lobau agreed 
with them, and said decidedly, “My opinion ix in 
fovour of retreat by the shortest and best known 
route, that is hy Mojaisk, aud with the greatest ox» 
pedition.” : 

Aflor an hour's diseussion Napoleon broke wp the 
council withoug expressing his own views or fnten- 
tion, hut sent orders ta Dayoust “to take the com: 
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mand of his advanced guard 3? and to Noy “that he 
should move fron Fominskoie to w position botyyeen 
Borowsk and Malo-Jaroslavets, bul leave a division at 
Borowsk to puard the proat arlillory park, and an im- 
monsily of baggngo which had there been collected.” 

On tho 26th, at daybreak, as Napolcon was pro 
ceeding with his usual escort of threo squadrons 
towards Malo-Jaroglavels, and had advanced above a 
mile on the road, he was alarmed by a Cossack 
“hurrah,” which burst suddenly on his right, and in 
a moment the plain was covered with Lon regiments 
of Cossacks thal had-passed the Longea at a lord left 
unguarded, and had ambushed themselves in a conti- 
guous wood. 

The escort formed and advanced to cheek their 
ousel, but it was compelled to give way, and Napoleon 
would have been overtaken in his flight to Govodnia, if 
a corps of gronadiers i cheval and of dragoons had 
not presented themselves to covar his escape. 

ho Cossacks dispersed, part (aking to" tho tutorior, 
port rocrossing tho Lougea ato bridge, near a mill, 
four milos above Malo-Jaroslavois; thoy carried off 
oleven canon belonging to the park of the Imperial 
Guard, the wholo of which they had surprised; Dut 
want of draught-horses, as tho enemy’s had been taken 
to water, prevented them from removing tho re- 
mainder, 

During the day another regiment of Cossacks had 
hovered round Borowsk, making various succossfil 
attacks on flying delachments, which yielded them 
much booty and many prisoners. 

This encounter delayed Napoleon’s arrival at 
Malo-Jaroslavets till non mid-lay, when he examined 
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the gromd which the Russian amay trul occupied, and 
thon retuned (o Govoduia, this losing another frrepar. 
able twenty-four hours. 

On the 26th Napoleon again set onl for Milo-d arog 
lavels, but on receoiving intolligenee that the Russian 
ary had fillon back, instead of duking: advantage of 
the roads that were in consequence Tai open to his 
unintormpled march, he ordered the retreat of his own 
army by Mojaisk and Wiazine on Sinolensk, 

Before Napoleon could come to svelte a couelusion 
he must have been very conseious of the extreme 
woukness of his umy, for tho march he now decided 
on wmidertaking was ono of two Tamdred and sity 
miles through a devastated eonntry, whose towns, 
sacked ancl burat, offered no sheller av supply against 
the inclemensy of winter and tho pressure of went; 
whilst tho fact of & compulsory retreat by sneha dine 
tonded to disvourage his troops, ind disqualify, Chen 
still more for tho exertions they woult be required to 
make, 

Napoleon had to repronch Tinsell iy some measnce 
for the ohstrnetion he met with wh Malo-davoshivets for 
ho had employed six days ino uaking the march fen 
Moscow, nob eighty miles, including the day lest ab 
Fominskoie, We shonld lave raced to pain Mala 
Faroslivels, and might lawe oeeupied it on the Qiast, 
and then three roads would have heen apen for his 
solection 

List. Tho road to Kalonga. 

and, On Mohilew by Motehovsk, Cisdra, Roxhut, 
and Matisluw, , 

srd, On Sinolonsk, by Medyusk, Jouldimow, and 
Jolnia. 
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All these roads wore good, and van through suffi- 
ciently provisioned country; tho Tast route, by Kutu- 
sow’s velreal, slill remained free for his use, 

On the 26th Napoleon: slept ub Rorowsk-—on the 
27th ab Weroia: the weather that night frst Grmed 
cold, tho thermometer filling fone dogrees below 
freezing point, but the days still continued sunny and 
fine, 

On the 28th Napoleon passed through Mojaisk, and 
received intelligence from Davoust that ‘in the night 
of the 26th and 27th ho had evacuated Malo-darosla~ 
vols, and had reached Borowsk, onty followed by 
some Cossack detachments.” 

On tho 29th Napoleon proceeded with his Guard 
over tho “superb fold” (as he had termed i when a 
conqnoror) of Borodino, and en which thirty thonsand 
bodies slill romained unburied, 

What must have beon the reflections of the fugitive 
chief, nol on thatavhich was lo come, but on that 
which he was rolinquishing? is courago might find 
support in tho oxeitemont of its impending ordeals, but 
from what source of consolation could he soothe the 
angiush of his baffled aspirations? On that same 
day he arrivorl at Gjatsk, and on the 31st at Wiazna 5 
on this day also all his corps Varinée had reached tho 
high road to Smolensk. 

Tho Unporial Guard, Marat’s cavalry, Mortice, aud 
duno had passed Wiazme.” : 

Poniatowski, who had fallen back from Woreia, had 
arrived at Gjalsk, and the Vicoroy had moved a 
mareh boyond. 

Davoust had gated Gridnewa, between Wiszma 
and Borodino; but the Cossacks had taken from him 
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lionty-seyen canon, bwo eagles, aud several Innired 
prisoners, alyo various canvays: af sick: auc wounded 
with much Dageage. 

When Napoleon entered Mojaigk, he fond fifteen 
hundred of his siek aud wertuled eolleedod Chere 
on their way from Moscow, and his pulalished orders 
show (hat he enjoined their removed ft earmiest terms 5 
Dut the carriages of every deseription were over. 
Jouded, and they as well as whole cohmins of hos. 
pilals were successively abnadoned to Cheiy pitiless 
fate. 

Happy were the first vietiine! 

Whilst the enemy wae making bis aernigements 
for the rotrent from Mulodvoshwets, Kutisew on the 
same diy, the 26th, had retired fifteen miles on the 
youd to Kalouga, thus totally uncovering and ahiuudon 
ing the Medynsk road, and nialcing a chemin dor for 
the ouuy, 

This retrograde moverent on Cloveznrawo was so 

adnexpediont, so Tiwarraudthle, xo inexensable, Uhl ne 

Hinlor has heen fowl, even tamengat tho most 
for Uully Russian commentators on Rartiaew's cane 
ho Tint 
Mosettlusow pretended that the venr of Tia Jerk wos 
Bornacal by Poniowsld, whe had heen ordered to 
JSatomoitre tho Medynsk ronte from Wereia 5 Init so 
pw from any danger being to be apprehended trom 
that quarter, Colonel Llowdiskoi, with Uhreee regiments 
of Uossacks, had attacked the reconmoiteriiyg detach 
mont sent forward by Poniatowskd wider General 
Tickewilz, taken him prisoner and to buudred men, 
with five guna, all he had, and killed five hundred out 
of one rogimont of infantry, and five hundred horse ; 
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moreover, Poniatowski himself, with his corps, had 
already been ordered by Napoleon to nite with Che 
inain army ab Mojaisk. 

The retreat on Gouexarowo was in (rath aw senda, 
which il is still galling (o reflect upon. 

On the 27th tha Russian army was direeted on 
Polotniangin Zaworly, ib being undorgtood that the 
enomy had talcen post at: Borowsk. 

On the 20th it moved lo Adamaskoic, aa Ute evae 
enation of Borowsk was announced, 

On the 80th-ib proceeded to Kremonskoie throngh 
Medynsk 3 and thus five days had heen consumed ina, 
horae-shoo sweop of fifiy miles, whoreas tho dishuiee 
in a diveet line and by a good voad did not oxecod 
laventy«five, 

On the dist the direetion of the army was changed : 
tha two preceding days it had pointed on Mojuish, 
whereas now it made a sharp tren to the Teft, as ifo 
gain Winzmas and it was given ont to tho troops, on 
authority, that tha enomy’s line of rotreat was there 
lo ho pioreed. A proclamation of Kutusow's was also 
eivewated, in which, offer advorling to tha onemy's 
flight from the eapital, ho eallad on all Russians to 
extinguish tha flames of Moscow in the blood of the 
fugitives” and concluded with an appeal to the wili- 
dary tn the following words:  Peaco und glory await 
you! God is our guide.” 

On tho Ist the march vas continued on Konsowy, 

On tho 2nd lo Soulciko, 

On tho 8rd to Doubrowa, 

On tho 4th to Biskowo, distant about seven or oight 
miles from Wiazma, with a good -road and favourable 
intervening couulry for the movomont of tho army. 

R 
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Milaradowileh had been permitted to follow the ene» 
iny’s movement from Mealo-Javoslayela with his own 
corps and Passkowilel’s. 

Plalow was ordered to co-oporute willl a corps: of 
cavalry and his Cossacks. 

‘On the 2nd of November Milaradowiteh with an 
advanced ptuard of cavalry hud rewehed the defile of 
Tsarowo Zulomich, on the Mojnisk and Winganw read, 
at the very moment the Vicoroy’s colin ware prise. 
ing, Milwadowiteh saw Uieb they were in grew’ dig. 
ordor, mb haying no infhatyy with him, he prudently 
forbore a partinl advantage, whieh by giving wa 
mught precipitate the enemy's murelt. 

Whilst making his cigpogitiow for the wtiaelk on 
the onsuing morning, ho dospatehod an oficor to Kus 
tusow, lo advise him of the enamy’s sifition, and 
of his intended attacks also to wuyge a sinmldaneaus 
one hy the Marshal in the enemy's rear behind 
Wiazma,. " 

Tn consoqueneo of this information Krutusow nt day 
break did march his army from Dowbrown to Bis. 
kkowo, nd there halted ! 

Marly in tho morning of tho (th the envaley of Mi. 
levadowitch moved to reach the high rowl leading 
from Fedovowskoio to Wisi: whon it arrived pow 
Moksimowa, about cight in the morning, the Viceroy 
and Ponintowski had alroady passed this point, bat 
tho advanco of Davoust was only approaching, 

Miluradowitch charged down upon it, threw the 
onemy into confiasion, formed it ehoval npou the voud, 
and openod his guns, whieh ho had ostublished on 
the huights, upon the broken eolamn, 

Platow, hearing the cannonnde, conmenced his 
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allack npon the rear guard in Fedorowskoie, and in 
this atlack he was supported by tho ewalry of Pass. 
kewiteh, 

Tho onomy maintained Medorowskoic for somo tine, 
ut was al lasb overpowered and vigorously pursued 
by tho cavalry, , 

Tho Viceroy, informed by the canuonado of the 
danger to which Davoust was exposed, immediately 
faeed about and retuned with two Malian divisious 
and tho Poles to extricate him, for in neod he never 
deserted a friend. On arriving near Messoidowo ho 
formed his troops on tho high adjoining ground, and 
opened a fire from his guns which enfiladed the Rug- 
sian loft, . 

Tho vest of his corps, consisting of the division 
Pino and the Guards, had hoen left ab Winzma “to 
co-operate with the corps of Noy in rosisting tho 
Russian army, if it should advance from Biskowo on 
that etly 3” and thoy woroeordered to make tho best 
disposition that thoir means might permit for that 
object, aud to secure the ullovior retroat of the Vico- 
roy and Davoust.” 

Tho whole forco of the onomy amounted to ab least 
forty thousand combatants, 

Milaradowitch with the Cossacks could nol bring 
moro than lwenly-five thousand into action, 

Davousl, on seoing tho Viceroy prepared to assist 
him, throw forward a cloud of tirailleus, and moved 
on with his main body, ‘Pho Russian cavalry, posted 
on the road and on each side, could nol withstwad 
the united cross fire of tho Viceroy, of Davoust’s 
artillery, and of the light troops; but one of the 
batteries was withdrawn with great diffieulty. ‘The 

R23 
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vogiment of Kharkow's dragoons that hid passed 
Heyond the Tain yond was also obliged desperately to 
ot Hs way through the enemy to rejoin the Cossacks, 

Eiowas nob uidil new ton in the niorning tut Prines 
Hugtno of Wirtomberg arvived with hin tifiatey diyi- 
sion to luke park in the action always mosh con 
gpienaus part, Without pausing ho alieked the encmy 
asconding the heights fo @ury a Rassian Iatlery, 
whieh still continued tis fire, though in the anost 
imminont jeopurdy. 

The cnomy flods Ute tirailenrs: cisappenred, and 
the main hody of Davoust's corps, quitting the road 
and passing through the open field, tiled behind the 
Vieoroy’s loft to ve-form on his vight, and compose a 
consolidated hady new Messaidawa, 

On tho remainder of the Rossin inlantey coming 
up, Milaradowileh renewed the nities mider Ue pro- 
tection of a supertor and admirably served avtillary, 
Tho enomy fell hack ong second position, between 
Rjewols aid the fem of Ribewupiore, mid (henes, when 
menveed on both thinks, to some heights: te fant of 
Winana, where they were reiutoreed by the two Piuian 
divisions, (he Tadian guards, and the corps ot Ney, 

Tho Russian army had arrived at Biskowe about 
tho time the eamonade begans the soldiers with 
reluctance piled their arma, and impatiently awuited 
the beat of drum to resume them, 

Kvery Russian discharge seemed loaded with the 
constiro of their Mmperor, the indignation of the 
country, and the voproach of comrades: at their ale 
senec and (he profracding deli, 

Benlugsen and all the other generals implored 
Kutusow to mareh, ov detach a portion of his foveo, 
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The Tnglish General represented “ that even o 
division of cavalry with somo flying artillery must 
embarrass the onemy, and perhaps might achieve a 
“coup-de-main’ in hig rear of infhnential importance,” 
Kiutusow remained inflexible, only saying “the time 
was nob yet come.” 

The English General immediately required a cou 
vier’s passport, and despatched one of his aides-tlo 
camp, Baron Brinken, of the Russian dragoons, to 
the Emperor, at 8, Petersburg, with a slatoment of 
the transactions that had occurred since the combat of 
Malo-daroslavets, the present rofusal to move against 
the enemy hotly ongaged by Milaradowiteh, and tho 
discontent of the amuy, which felt dishonoured, if not 
betrayed. Wo thon proceeded with Beningsen, 
General Sabloukolf, a gallant general of cavalry, and 
a party of Cossacks, o the scone of action* On 
yeaching ib thoy found Milaradowitch pressing the 
chomy back on the town avith so much vigowr, Uist 
they had boen obliged to deploy and bring unclor fire 
their whole force, 

Tho ground betweon tho two armics was open, but 
rndilatiig on the flanks, and behind the town it was 
wooded. After some time the Mnglish General, wish- 
ing (o ascertain what natural obstacles, if any, would 
have opposed tho operations and lodgmont of a force 
from Biskowo on tho road from Wiazime to Dorogo- 
bouche, and also being desivous of alarming tho 
cnemy in his rear, proceciled with five hundred Cos- 
sacks, placed under his direction by Milaradowitch, 
to execute theso objects: with thom ho uob only 


* Taion Brinken elao accompanted him so far, as Wiaaina Iny on tho 
soa by which he was (o pase for §. Potorshuig, 
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gained without any interruption Me road he proposed 
fo recomoitre, bul aetually entered Winzina with a 
detachment and mide some prisoners, from whont he 
leaned “ that a general retreat was being made ayer 
some bridges whieh had been Crown aeross (he Winzann 
river, on the left of the town already evaenmued 
execpt by irvemoyable siek and wornided 5 that the 
Dhepage and artillery had been retiring wl day, end 
that Napoleon with the Lmperial Guard had passed, 
the preceeding day It one,” 

This was ahouwl four o’gloek in the afternoons lad 
the Marshal therefore narched al eight o'clock, or even 
don or twelve, Wiazma might have been seized, the 
heidges destrayed, and the corps, of the Vieoray, 
Ponialowski, Duvonsi, and Ney would Inve had ne 
alternative but dispersion, ensuring destruction or 
surrender, 

About two o'clock Katasow did: direct Quwavow 
with threo thousand envalry to proceed (o Miluradoas 
witehs but he only arrived in time to qpen soni guns 
on the Toft of the enemy retiring ins frout of Winauin, 
aud whieh left was eovered hy dhe Ulitva betore its 
confluence new the down with the Wiagin river, 

Tf sneh wight have been the resulls af a co-aperation 
on the 4th from Biskowo, how manele greater advan 
tages had been Uaown away by the eirenitons mireh 
on Aristowo by wt loss of four days, which poonitted 
Napoleon to pass on the second through Winzue 
without molestation, andl which lef Wiazme free for 
Uhe vetronb through 76 of (he following and then 
distant corps | 

The Mnglish General having returned to report to 
Milmadowiteh his information, “wid that there waa 
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no supporting. oy rosorve foreo on the othor side of 
‘Wiazma,” Milaradowitch. pressed forward to preci« 
pilate tho enemy’s retrograde moyemonts, ‘and. pre- 


- vont his. establishing himself for tho night in Wiazma, 


‘The cnomy, fearing to be compromised by a longer 
dofence, and suffering intolerably from the, fire which 
poured on thom, mado a general retreat, ‘Tho Vice- 
roy gained tho town, and tho bridgos on its left, with 
somo order; but the corps of Davoust broke, and 
rushed to the points of passngo in. great confusion. 

Ney steadily covered his retreat; but a regiment 
of Russian gronadicrs charged his rear guard ‘nto. the 
town, bayoncting all who resisted. 

The enemy, to facilitate their eseape, sct fire to such 
parts of the town as had been preserved from formey 
conflagrations, and thus again consigned numbers of 
their wounded -comrados as well as sicl to tho flames: 
in ono chwrch several hitndred were consumed alive, 
and many of thom. perished the moré misorably by... 
boing first mangled by an explosion of a. number of, 
live sholls ; whother left: accidentally, or designedly (as 


‘ the Russians thought) for tho destruction of Russians,. 


could not be ascortained. ‘This suspicion. or imprita- 
tion of treachory inercased the gencral horror, of the 
too prevalent ferocity and indiscriminato carnage ; 
but a Swiss fumily, consisting of a°mother, with hor 
two daughters most beautiful girls, was saved from — 
tho sanguinary fury which raged, and honourably 
conducted: in safety to a sheltering post. 

Tho onemy had lost in this deadly combat above six 


‘thousand killed and Wounded ; two thousand prisoners, 


including Genoral Pallotiors o standard, and ee 
cannon, : 
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Tho Rassivs tad above Gyo Chord billed wud 
wounded, bub no prisoners exeupl Cenoral Swivzin, 
whose horse had rina wvay with hin ino clipe, 

Noy, weriling to Napolnon at Sluvkowa, (wo dys’ 
much from \Wina, iuimetiately alter the wetion, 
glatod, “ Better dispositions might have product a 
moro feveunble restlb: the most udordunieds event of 
the day is, howover, tho eiretunsties of mye broaps 
haying been oye withesses do the disorder af Che (rst 
(Davoust’s) corps, Lb is aw fat exuinple, impairing 
the morale of’ the soldi, Vue obitigxed to tell the 
iwulh lo your Majesty, and Peano’ be responsilile ng 
if L commuded alone the reveeat. Laeeapy the defile 
of tho wood behind Wiazina, anid do will recive duh 
tho night. ‘Tho enemy's cavalry und artillery aro 
munorous, and TP ealoulade hat (heir infaadey amounts 
bo tventy Uousand men,” 

Dayoust, weiling the neatituy to Berthien, reports, 
£6On this day ordor Tn besa restorest on Cie anued 4 
bub thore aro four thousand men, belonging to all the 
roginents of the amy, whe will net mieye with 
vogulurity + on Ute slightest att on Che part of the 
enemy thoy fly, wel endanger Che atenudiness of my 
cols,” 

On tho 6th the enemy continted (heir retreat, 
haragsed by tho Oossucks and raked by their auton 5 
ub amore formidable destroyer tua shot, spew, or 
sword now declared ageing) Napoleon mul Ue rene 
nants of his my. Sxevw fell tram the Gronhledt sly, 
and Winder assumed her dominion to sinite bins and 
all his devoted host with ity wrath.” 

Tho onemy’s army marehed in tie following 
ordor 
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Adymieod Guard, Jimot. 
Conorel Gorard, 
2nd and rth Corps of Cavaley, 
Old Guard, 
Poniatowshki. 
Vivoroy, 
Davousl, 
Ney. 
: Row Gud. 

Noy and the other corps d’armdo on the night of 
the action at Wiazina had, as he stated in his report 
lo Napoleon, bivouacked in a great forest, 

On the 6th Ney reached Semlewo, on tha (th 
Dorogohbouche, during which marches he lost several 
cumon and fifteen Iudred men, 

Napoleon had projectod an ambuseade for tho 
Russiaus, bul tho stato of his army obliged him to 
relinquish Chat design. 

Ou the 6th Napoleon's head-quarter guard voached 
Mikailouka, where ho waseoverwhelmed with distross- 
ing intelligence, 

From Paris ho received advice of the atlempt of 
Malet to make a vevolution, and from Vielor an ac- 
count of the combat of Czasniki,* ,whilst every mo- 
ment the increased falling and freezing snow added to 
the perils of his sitnation. 

Berthicr, under Napoleon’s dictation, wrote to Victor, 
“Unite your six divisions ancetlack tho Russians, 
rive them bofore you to the Dwina, and relako 
Polotak; in a few days your rear “a be inundated. 
with clouds of Cossacks. 

“The anny and the Emperor lo-morrow vill be ab 
Smolensk, bul greatly fatigned by a march of a hun 
dred and twenty leagues without & slop. Resume the 


* Or Telasnikt, 
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offensive: our sufoty depends anit, Every day's delay 
iso ealunity. 

“Tho cavalry of the army is aleondy anhorsed + the 
“old his killed all (he horses, Ahuveli itis Che order 
of tho Fanpevor, and necessity 

On the 7th tho heabmrters of Napoleon's my 
were established ab Slohoneva, en the right dante of 
the Duieper, 

On the 8th they were transferred to “Bredeehina, 

Junot, with the advaneed guard, passed six miles 
boyond Stnolenske on the youd ta Matishay, 

On tho Mh Napoleon vesentered Sinolonsk, and, as 
“oviel never comes It in Jauttalions,” he Creve learned 
that tho Russias hid duken Wilepsk 3 dint the Vives 
roy had suffered great loss ou his way to Wilepsk, ta 
which he had heen ovdevert to mareh on leaving 
Dorogohouche 5 Chat he tad been obliged (3 give up 
the preserihed movement, and was falling Dek on 
tho main army; and tha’ Bargiays ders, with 
v brigade, had laid down bik nems wh Linkewe, 

The Vieoroy's route on Witepsde had been tend hy 
Doukonchina and Poreesie; luton the frat duy’s 
mareh from Dovagohonehe the vond way intoraeeted 
by a litte river called the Vop, with very steep rangle 
banks, and which river flowed at no prent clistinee 
into the Dnieper, ‘Che surfs was frozen, bn, not 
sufficiently lo bear, *On the 8th an attempt was mule 
lo throw a heidga aevasy; bul as Ute traps were 
About fo pass on the morning of (he Oth, frem want 
of proper Umbors to support, i gave way at fell, 
Al this momont the Cosstcks appeurerl, antl seme of 
them, dashing through the iey river, gadlied phe 
opposite hank. * 
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The Viceroy, forced to attempt a similar passage, 
directed the Guards to wade; the water and broken 
ico reached thoir breasts, but they passed, 

The Viceroy, with his staff, followads thon tho 
aclillory and cavalry, amidst tha greatest confusion, 
wore advanced for tho samo purpose. 

The foremost guns reached tho opposilo slopes, 
which had been eul out of tho banks by the pioncers 
to fxvowr the ascent, bul the wel soil of tho slopes 
being soon covered with an icy surface, tho fore- 
most horses could not find fooling lo drag up the 
guns; tho following puns stuck in Lhe mud, and, ag 
thoy slood in tho bod of the river, were soon frozen 
fost. : 

The impossibility of saving any earringo being now 
manifest, & gonoral pillago of them by the troops re- 
matning behind could not be prevented: no orders 
wore obeyed, vo property was respected. Amidst 
this scono of lawlessness, violence, and torror, tho 
Oossacks, eager for their share of the booty, had 
charged upon the multitude, and, had not some gun 
ners turned the artillery that was boing abandoned on 
thom, they would havo destroyed or swept off the 
whole, The river was soon full of dead horses and 
drowned men, whom the intensity of the cold had 
benumbed, whilst the sitnation of the Guards who 
had passed, with wet clothes frozen to their bodies, 
with no fucl to dry themselves, and no food for their 
sipporl oxcopt such as thoy apponed to be carrying 
in their own havrosavks, was doplorable in tho ox~ 
{rome. 

The ‘division Broussior had continued on the loft 
bank during the whole of the 9th to sid the passage 
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of the crowd and prevent w general rash and MABAREYO 
from the still hovering Cossacks 5 dat on the morning 
of the COGk ib was alse obliged to wide: Cvough the 
river, leaving behind above siaty cannon, wt the Cums 
Wily and carriages containing mach plunder, ru the 
ground strowed with baggage wreeh, 

Out of fourteon Chousand combatants who Tad com 
meneed tha match, not whaya six, Chausuid nen 
stood rider ars 3 a of uinely-tive pieces of eumnon 
only tvelve remained: atall adinttied that the View 
voy had, duving this distressing: trian, display ed Unit 
spirit, presaneo of nind, and aetivily whieh heeune 
the ‘Chovulier sang peur eb suas reprache! ” 

Platow, who bud gained (he right danke to head the 
shatlored corps, opened his artillery ag ib entered: the 
plain on which Doukouchina is sitmeted, aud in which 
down Colonel Howuiskoi, who had heen auiter the 
orders of Winwingerade wb Mascow, was stadioned with 
tivo regiments off Cossneka, 

Phe Vieoroy, udtyaneing in close columns, srecoeded 
in gaining the town, in whieh he formed supplies: 
these wero much needed, for his traops were quite 
oxhaneted, and wnable (a move iyciin il the (ach, 
when, setting fire to the down, (he Viewroy ley his 
mareh on Smolousk, for he conkd not attempt to 
reach Witepsk, 

On the 12th, wb aight, he halted at Wlodiminowa, 
aud on the Laur he aveived at Savalousk, losing on his 
way Ovo more gongs and some hundred prisoners Giker 
hy tho pmssniig Cossacks, 

The preservation of any part of the carps was 
nevertheless a meritorious, almost a marvellous, 
achievement, 
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The brigade of Baraguay (@ITilliers, taken at Lin- 
kowo, had beon ono of a division composed, of 
four domé-provisional brigades lately arrived from 
Trance. 5 

Napoleon; whon he had intended lo move on the 
Kalouga road, ordered this goneral to take up a 
posilion betweon Jelnia and Smolensk; but when he 
relinquished that intention, ho had omilted to send, or 
could not convey, fresh instructions for this isolated 
foree, 

Orlof Denisoff, Davydoff, Sislavin, and Tiguer, 
uniting their partisan detachments, allacked, on the 
Mth, the brigade posted at Linkowo, 

Tho cnemy, surprised, attempled to secure a height 
that covered the village, bul, being tivice driven back 
by the Russian batteries, exposed to a destructive 
fro from which they could find no shelter, and 
despairing of succomr, Brigadier-Geneval Angercan, 
sixly officers, and tayo thousand mon laid down their 
aris, 

Home cavalry, which was marching to thoir oid, 
was charged and cub lo pieces, Tho remainder of 
tho division, hearing of thesy disasters, retired from 
thoir slations al Dolgownostre and Jaqnina, and foll 
hack on Smolensk. / 


On tho morning of the 4th, the snow, as has beon 
noted, had first fillen in large flakes so ag to cover the 
soil. 

On tho 5th the quantily increased considerably. 

On the Gth roso that razor-culling. wind which har 
dened the snow and made it sparkle ag it fell like small 
diamonds, whilst the air, wider tho effect of tis con- 
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tracting action, was Aled with a continital ringing 
youd, 

Tho ulmosphero seamed to he rareltied tilt became 
quite erisp and dri (oe. 

Tho onomy, ulvendy alice hy hinges, fatigue, 
siekness, and wounds, were iL prepared foe tis new, 
though abvays certain calauity, [rom (his lime a 
stato of footing prevailed that dlonaturalized Inunanity 
megy gonorml teeklessness pervaded all a eatloustiess 
to every consideration bat selfish momentiry relies, 
with one Aenourable eaccption in fiver of the Erench, 
who, when caption, could uot be induced hy any temples 
tion, by any theents, by wary priivations, lo rant reproach 
on their Hpi vor as the cause af their misfurtines aud 
sufferings, Towns “the chances of wea” © unevoitdiulo 
diffieuties,” and “destiny,” but “nat the full of 
Napoleon.” 

The fimished, dying af Tanger, vofused: fond radter 
than utter an injurious word against their ehiel! to 
indulge aid humour yindiedive inquirers, 

With this excepled Gait, rage appeared (o madden 
Wl, Jdvery thing (hat vould he fred was set he thins, 
wd the seme vathless violenee wie directo aguital 
helpless comrades as agninal foen, 

Tho manives tore away the clothing of their own 
compunions when they were to he whundoned, 

Tf any Sood was foul, Chey Carned (hei ais 
against cach other. Thoy repulsed with foree every 
one who endeavoured to share their hivoue fre when 
one could bo lighted, and they mercilessly killed every 
prisoner, 

Nor was the Russhan peasant, vielin of the enemy's 
fry in his advance as well ay retreat, less ferociously 
snvnge, 
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A.demoniacal frenzy infuriated Russians and French 
ilike, : 


On coming to tho first onomy’s bivoune on the 
morning of the 6th, somo Cossacks accompanying the 
Inglish Gonoral, secing a gum and several tuubrils ab 
tho bottom of a ravine, with the horses lying on the 
evound, dismounted, and taking up tho feet of seve- 
yal, hallooed, ran, and kissed the Mnglish Goneral’s 
knees and horge, danced, and made fantastic gestures 
like’ crazy mon. When the delirium had somewhat 
sitbsided, they pointed to the horses’ shoes and said — 
“God hay mado Napolcou forget that thore was a 
winter in our country. In spite of Kalusow the 
enemy’s hones shall remain in Russia.” 

Tt was soon ascorlained that all horses of the 
onemy’s army were in tho smno improperly-shod 
slute, except those of the Polish corps, aud the Tm- 
pevor’s own, which the Duke de Viconza, wilh duo 
forosight, had kept always roughshod, ag is the usage 
of the Russians, 

From that timo tho road was sivewed with guns, 
tumbrils, equipages, men, and horses; for no foraging 
parties could quil tho high-road in search of provi- 
sions, and consequontly the debility hourly increased. 

Thousands of horses soon lay groaning on the route, 
with great pieces of flesh cut off their nocks and most 
fleshy paris by the passing soldiory for food; whilst 
thousands of naked wrelchos wero wandering liko 
spectres, who seemed lo have no sight or senso, and 
who only kept reeling on tll frost, famino, or the 
Cossack lanco pul an ond to their power of motion. 
Jn that wretched stale no nourishment could have 
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saved them. ‘There were contin tnstaneos, even 
amongst the Russivns, of theirs lying dawn, dozing, 
and dying within a quarter of wu howe alter a tilde 
bread had been supplied. 

All prisoners, however, were inunodiately aud tive 
vably stripped stark naked and marehed in ecole 
in that state, or tnened adrift fo he the sport anid the 
vietins of the peasuilry, who would not always led 
thom, ag they sought to do, point aud hold the nutzzles 
of the gis against their own heads or hrenrts to 
torminate thete suffering ii dhe most cemain and 
expedilions manners for the peasitey Chowzht that 
this mitigation of tortie “world ho an offence 
aguinal the avenging God af Russin, and deprive 
them of His furthor protection.” 

A vemulable instaneo of this eriel spirit of retali- 
ation was exhibited on the pursuit lo Winzine, 

Milaradowiteh, Beuingyon, Kerf, ant (he Mugtivh 
Conoral, with various other, were proceeding on tha 
high-road, abont a mile from Ole town, where thoy 
found a erowd of poasint-wwomen, with sticks in their 
hands, hopping round vn felled pine tree, on euch side 
of whieh lay about sixty naked prisoners, prostate, 
bul with their heads on the tree, whieh those fiavies 
wore alriking fh accompaniment (on mitional aby oy 
song which they were yelling in conerts while 
several Intidred ammed peasmuls were quietly looking 
on-as guardians of the direfal orgies, When the 
eavaleads approached, the sufferers uttered piercing 
shrioks, ancl kept incessantly crying “ Ga mort, Je 
mort, hu mort!" 

Nea Dorogobouche a young and handsome ranch 
woman lay naked, writhing in the snow, which was 
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ensangnined all around her, On hearing the sound of 
voices sho raised her head, from which extrenecly long 
black, shining hair flowed over tho whole person, 
Tossing her arms about with wildest expression af 
agony, sho kept frantically orying,  Rendoz moi mon 
enfant”—~Restore mo my babe. When soothed sul 
ficiently to oxplain hor story, sho related, “That on 
sinking from weakness, a child newly born had boen 
snatched away from hor; that sho had heen’ steipped 
by her associates, and then slabbed (o prevent her 
falling alive into the hands of their pursuers.” | 

Even amongst the Russians there were also instances 
—~and those not rare—of bonovolontly disposed and 
highly-educated men adopting mensures of equally m- 
justifiable charactor to lorminate protracted sufferings, 

When General Boningsen and the Enptish General, 
with their stails,* wore one aficrnoon on the mareh, they 
fell in with a column of sovon hundzort naked prisoners 
under a Cossack escorts this column, according to tho 
cortificate piven on starting, had consisted of twolve 
hundred and Atty men, and the commandant stated 
“that ho had twiee renowed il, a9 the original parly 
dropped off, from tho prisonors he collected en vouto, and 
that he was thon about comploting his namber again.” 

Amongst this wretched convoy was young man 
who allracled notico by his appearance, and hy his 
keoping a lithle aloof from tho main group, Ono 
of General Boningson’s staff, of high litnlar rank,} 
afier entering into some convorsation with him 


* Tho Ion. Captain Dawson Damer, who had just joined tho English 
Gonoral as an nudo-de-camp, was prosont on this ocoasion-—-a most gallant 
officer and gentleman, 

t The Gand Duke Constantine, 
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about his eountey, rank, and capture, asked hn “if 
he did not nnder present eiveumstanees wish for 
death 2 © You,” suid the unhappy min, “ft doy il 1 
engnol, be reseed, for} know Tonusat tia few hone 
pevigh hy inunition, ar hy the Cossack lanee, mcd have 
sea so many hundred eomrules do, on hefigs mile 
fron cold, myer, and fatigue to keep ups There aro 
those in Franee whe will Tament nay fitte tor their 
sake [should wish to return; but if that he inpos 
sible, the sooner this ignominy and sulering ave aver 
the better.” ‘Tho questioner Uren said: that “from the 
hotlom of his heart he pitied his fate, but that uid for 
his preservation was finposaible: if however, he 
really wished to die at once, und would Le down on 
his baek, to give proof of the interest he took: in Tim, 
he himself would infliel the death blow on his Urea." 

General Beningsen was some Tittle distanee jn aul 
vance, Inth tho English General, who tad stopped to 
hear tho conversation, ott fading Chat sueh a ered 
issue was proposed, remoustratel against dhe idea, 
weing tho necessity of saving the wnfortimate 
officer," —for so he proved to bee eatile qui eofte,” 
aftor having excited hopes hy engaging in iw discourse 
with him. 

Finding that there was no inclination to ehandon 
tho intention, the Muplish General sprrved forward to 
overtake and bring back General Beningson y but hup- 
pening to turn vermd before he could reaeh iin, he 
saw tho Russian officer, who Thut dismomided, strike 
with hissebre the fatal blow hat severed the lead 
newly from the hody! nor eould this offleer alter. 
wards be made fo think that he had done a reprehen 
siblo acl. Tle defonded il “by the motive, and the 
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volief afforded ta the sufferer, there heing na means 
to save him, and if there hed been, no one daring to 
employ them,” 

The slaughter of tho prisonors with overy imaginable 
provious mode of torture by the peasantry still continn- 
ing, the Nnglish General sont off a despatch to the 
Emperor Aloxander * toropresent tho horrors of these 
outrages and propose a cheek.” The Bmperor by an ox- 
press courior instantly transmitted an ordor “to prohibit 
tho partics undor tho severest menaces of his displea- 
sure and punishment ;” ab the same time he directed 
a dueat in gold lo bo paid for any prisoner delivered 

*up by peasant or soldier to any civil authorily for safo 
custody.” Pho orilav was benoficial as well ag eredil- 
able, but still the conductors wore offered a higher 
price for their charge, and frequently were prevailed 
on to surrender thoir trust, for thoy doubted the justi- 
fiable validity af tho order. 

Famine aso vuthlossly decimated tho enemy's 
rauiks. Groups wore froquontly overtaken, gathored 
yonnil the burning or burnt embers of buildings which 
had afforded cover for some wounded or frozen; many 
in these groups wore employed in pocling off with 
thoir fingers and making a vepast of the charred flesh 
of thoiv comrades’ remains, 

Tho Hnglish Gonoral having asked a gronadicr of 
most martial expression, so oreupied, “if this food 
was not loathsome to him?” “Vos,” ho said, “it 
was; but ho dic not cat ib to preserve life—zhat ho had 
sought in vain to lose—only to Intl gnawing agonics,”’ 
On giving tho gronadior a piece of food, which hap- 
pened fo be at command, he seized il with voracily, 
as if he would dovour it whole; but suddonly checking 

8 2 
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himself, he apperred anfoenting with emetion: look. 
ing ab tho bread, then wt the donor, tens retled down 
his chocks; endeavouring to rise, sind aking: an 


offort aa ihe would eatel: ab (he hand whieh ndusinise 


torod Lo his want, he fell back aud had expired before 
ho could he reached, 

Timnerablo dogs crouched an the horlies of theiy 
formor masters, looking in their frees, aid howling 
their hungor and their lossy whilst others were (oa. 
ing the still living flesh fram the feet, Taads, aul 
limbs of moaning wretches who conkl wet defend 
Jrousolves, and whose torment was still pevonter, as in 
nany eases their Consclousness and senses vonntined 
timpaired, 7 

Theclinging of the dogs to thebr imsters’ eorpses 
was most remarkable and interesting. Ab the von 
‘moncemont of the retreat, ad a village new Seline, 
a dotuchinent of filly of the enemy had been su 
prised. ‘Nhe peasants resdlyed ta bury them alive 
in a pits & deiner boy bravely tat dhe devoted 
party and sprang tate the grave, A dog: helonping 
lo one of the vietims cod not be aeeured 5 every day, 
however, the dag went lo tha neighhonciigs emp, wed 
camo back with wv bit of food in his mouth to sit and 
moan oyer tho nowly-lumed end, TO was a fort 
night before he vould be killed by the prautsy, afraid 
of discovery.” 


* A similar aucedofe ts olated by Pliny, Sel ape omnta in neatra 
ave aotia popmli Romani tostatum, Appio dinio et FL Bie Coss, eu 
Anhuadvertoroty ex caus Nevonis Gonuunied flit inl Saddam et sets tin, 
jus, wilt ox hid cane tee a vareeio abid potnbea, ie a corpo reveinhie 
abjecto fi guulflus Camonmix, noatos edentan ulakitae, mma popull 
Romani corona cirermnataute sox qae enue qaidane eb Hite algectsnet, 
ad of defunotl tulitse, Danatavit: idem cudavete du ‘Piet aljeets, ase 
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* Phe peasants showed the English General the spot 
and related the occurrence with exultation, as if they 
had performed a merilorious deed. 

Tho shols of the peasantry al stragglers or pri- 
soners rang continnously through the woods; and 
allogother ib was @ complication of misery, of cruelly, 
of desolation, and of disorder, thal can nover have 
becn execedod in tho history of mankind, Many 
incidents and'crimes aro indeod ‘too horrible or dis- 
susting for relation. 


Milaradowiteh had continued his pursuit wilh ac- 
tivily, causing the oneniy much loss al the passage 
of the Osma, and again al Dorogobonche, where he 
took four guns and four hundred prisoners; but 
finding the high road loo destituto {o afford any 
supply, ho quitted if to move through cross roads, 
leaving only tho Cossneks under Ibedoyowskoi with 
two regiments of dragoons to follow the onomy, from 
whom ho took at Solowirowo, whore they passed tho 
Dnieper, twenty-one guns, sixly tumbrils, four hun 
dred soldiers, and many stragglers, 

The Russian detachment that scoured tho country 
aul hovered on the enemy’s flanks, also obtained nu- 
merous successes, and seized various depdts, Ab 
Khamanstvewo thirteen hundred prisoners were mado 
by thom, and as many al Kuraziwo, 

Milaradowilch on the 14th of November reached 
Raqnilowra and Ladorozie; and on the samo day 
Jount Ojarowski, who had been detached with a flying 


tontare countus, offnsa multitudine ad spectandum animalis fdem."—Z2in, 
Met, Use, til, vill, cap al De Canibus, 
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vorps, entered Krasnois bat on the arrival of dhe Old 
Hyoneh Card he withdvew a longue to Putkown, 

Napoleon had heen gmploying his time in re 
organising his army, consisting now of scarcely lorly 
thous effective infuitry and five Chonsidl cuyalry, 
thus distributed y— 


Infantry of the Guard an oe P8000 
[ab corps oo oe oe ey 10,000 
Ao ' on ' 4,000 
ith a ee R00 
Th ov . ve . 700 
Tatul oe FON 

8 ore meen 

Crvalry (ined r sa a RC) 
‘Ath corps of Cavalry eae TM) 
Light Cavalry fo har OA (00 
Yotul oe $000 

A eeaeamimnenmel 


fu addition to this forea, dhere were three (housed 
dismotnted cavalry doing caty: as ditty, 

Anns wars dighdbited co Chose whe wanted Crem, 
and such equipment as Che magazines could supply; 
andanills to grind grain, recently wveived from Pus, 
wore also issued, to he Chrown away inumediutely, as 
useless 3 bub no frostmnils were to he found mmongsl 
the stores, mid thet was Ute ariiele mosh wanted for 
the officiongy of the artillery anil cavalry, 

Up to this poviod three Iuindeed nad vighty guug 
liad bean lost, 

Flom and spivits for fifteen duys were disteibuted 
fo the Guards, aid for sis days to the other corps as 
thoy wevived s fifteen hundred oxen fal hoon collected 
neu Krasuoi, wid many herds had been sen hy the 
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route of Mstisluy to that point for the use of the 
avy, bub all had boon taken by the Russian light 
parties, except two hundred head, which the Guards 
appropriated to themselves; and it is asserted by the 
French historians thal there wore at this time thirty 
thousand sick, wounded, slragglers, followers, and 
drivers, who had reached Smolensk from Moscow, to 
whom no rations were issued, and who killed and eat 
three hundred harses in good condition, belonging to 
the military equipages, 

Tho cold had now hocome excessive, 

On the 9th of November Réawnur’s thermometor 
had fallon to twelve degrees below zero, aud on the 
L3th to seventeen degrees. 

Many men were frozen to death, and great numbers 
had their limbs, noses, and cheeks frozen, 

To add to the distress that prevailed in Smolonsk, 
the Cossacks who had avitived on the L1th, surrounded 
the eity and cub off all communication, 

On the 12th Noy was attacked by Yurkoff at 
lyowickowo, 

Tho action was sanguinary, and lasted the wholo 
day 

Noy preserved his position. 

On the 13th Claparéde, with a division escorting 
the military chest, the (rophics of Moscow, and tho 
bageage of the head-quarters’ slall, seb owt for Krasnoi, 

in tho afternoon the Viceroy arvived with tho re- 
mains of hig corps, which began immediately to pillage 
the stores yeb in mugazine. 

Napoleon, who had retarded his departure until the , 
arrival of tho Viceroy, left Smolensk on the 14th, 
preceded by Mortior, ‘The following inslructions wero 
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issial hy Napoleon Chrongh Berthior for Divousé and 
Ney before dio qiitled the town: 


Unmealinsh, Eth of New onelaty, 
“To Mansuan Davoust, Tul heh, Aal, : 


‘Phe Mmporor directs yor te supperk the 
Dole of Mehingen in his retreats you will Cherefore 
relieve the Vieoroy, who is to marele tomorrow for 
Krasnoi, in sch posts as you may fuego tt desirable 
lo hold, . 

Your corps nnd dint of the Duke we (a nrueh on 
tho Lath or J7th, and General Charpentier, who forma 
the garrison, with Hive babtutions of Potes, will then 
also quit the oily. 

“Bofors you lowve, you will blow up al the towers 
of tho walls of Stualensk. ‘The nines ava prepared, 
You will burn all the ammunition, wml you will 
destroy all the Wonbrily you erat remove, de. 

“You will eut the tourillons of the cation yor aro 
unable to talco away [there were ne workmen or ine 
strmments to exeaute the order}. You will only leave 
in tho hospitals Uay smmllest munber of sick possible, 


(Signed)  Acusannin Brain 


In @ Jebler mldressed to Vietay, Berthivr also 
wrote :-- 


“Tis Majosly is about to mareh with aw part of the 
wey on Oraza, but this movemont ean only be made 
slowly : ib is Uhevefore more neecssavy (hat yor should 
allack Wittgonstein with the Woops you have. The 
Mmporor cannot doubt of your sneeess, anc if obtained 
quickly the resnlé will be mos) important, as the 
Bmperor may then oceupy Witepsk, and take winter 


‘ 
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quarters bebween that cily, Orsza, and Mohilow, and 
also wong the Dwina on Polotzk. es 

“'Pheso winter quarters will cithor assure pesco 
thuving the winter, or prepare for a covtnin success in 
tho cusuing eampaign, by a decided demonstration 
against 8, Petersburg. 

‘Tho tivo great armies, French and Russian, are 
fatigued; they may {take possession of posts by 
marches, bul neither one nor the othor can fight a 
great batule to gain a post. 

“ Communicato with the Duke of Reggio, and con 
cert together to give battle, which is of tho greatest 
importance for the Mmperor’s operations. 

“ Wintor quarters, and superiorily in (he next 
campaign, depend upon ils promplitude as well as 


igsue. 
© ALBXANDER BURTIER. 
“Smotonsk, 13th of November,” 


tn tho samo Jotler Berthior acquainted Victor thet 
© Kubugow wes moving on Witepal.” 


It would have beon an useless inlorruption of allen 
lion ongaged in more interesting narrative, if ib had 
been before this point called to the diary of Kntusow’s 
marches after leaving Biskowo. 

IL sullices to give merely the march routes, for 
during Uhat period his operations in no way dishubed 
the cnemy’s movements, 


5th. = =Novombor .. oo Wiezma, 


Oth aes Pe wo, «+ Gavwsziokowo, 
Mh =o, 45 wee »« Beloit Cholm, 
sth and pth 8 x oe Elna*, 

Oth = ,. ge! he +» Battutine, 


* On dela, 


Pit NAPOLMON ENTERS KILASNOL, 


Heth and [2th November. oe Tabhawa, 


Wh  .. it oa ve Pohedlaane 
tlth and With x ie oe Aone, 
1th and 17th i bee oe Chiluwa, 
[Sth and (th ” nis vy Padivoin, 


During (hese marches, leisurely auele, thea 


Nov, lah, 


Woke 


ry Traut 


suffered such Tile comparative: privation and Joss, 
front of 
the enemy ab Krasnoi, the regiments were nearly ag 


that when it reached Chilowa, Ue position in 


effective as whon they secant, 


Tho Qussita amy whieh Tad uew colleeted youd 
the rnins af the onee colossal enemy, aflor cledlieting 


every corps detached, wut estimating the dit 


uimuition 


from enstialties of wll doseriptious, anioieled toad lewst 
dighty Chousuul combats. livery aunt of heso 


was in high order, with six himdred pieces 
hovsed earmon, 


of well 


Ilnd Kutusow pressed his marek, he night have 


arrived in Krasnot on the With or O00 
very latest; but that wiet an advantage whiel 


at the 
1 Kru 


sow disdained to take afe lying and tiiliags onomy, 


On the Uth Napoleon antoredt Nrasnoi. 


Milaralowileh, who hat reunited his eorpa aud 
tulon post ab Merling, about five mike from Srasnoi, 


had cumoniuled from commiunting round the 


qnony's 


colunn, whieh was obliged ta alamdon iit every 
ving guns aid bagenges; about Gwe hots: pri 
soners were also made, for the reurgiautd, driven hy 
a charge from the roa, was dispersed: fe the adjoining 


woods, 


Napoleon, on the night of bis: arrival, being in 
conmuoded by the Russian light parties established 


too near Keasnoi, ordered an attwek to be made on 
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Count Ojarowski, who had posted himself, on being 
(riven out of Krasnoi, ab Putkown. 

Genoral Roguet, with a division of tho Young 
Guard, oxecuied the allack two hous before day 
break, and expolled tho Russians; but on reinforce. 
ments being bronght up, ho was eqmpelled to retire. 

Napoleon’s situation at Krasnoi was momontarily 
becoming more critical; bul ho could nob withdraw 
and abandon the Viceroy, Davousl, and Ney; nor 
had ho sufficient foreo with him to secure his own 
rotreal on Liady and Oxsza. 

Ilo therefore resdlved to trust to the boldness of 
his dispositions for susponsion of the ageressivo 
movement monaco by the main Russian army, thon 
stationed unexpectedly in view. 

With tho Young Guard ho prosouted a front to this 

mass. : . 
* With the Old Guard and Claparéde’s division he 
oeoupiod tho ground in and aboub tho village, and 
posted his cavalry under Latow Mauhourg on the 
Lindy road lo cover his lino of retreat, 

Tn the middle of this anxious night ho was joined 
ly the Viveroy, whaso forea was reduced to threo 
thousand five hundred combatants, without ono gun 
av an article of baggage, 

The Viceroy had quitted Smolensk carly on tho 
L6th, and halted ab Lahua, Towards evening (having 
precoded the main column with his stall and the 
corps of sappers (o reconnoitre the voad) he was ap- 
puoaching Morlino, when suddenly ho saw the route 
before him fill with a swarm of fugitives driven by 
a body of Russian cavalry and immediately after- 
watds Miluradowileh appeared with his corps on the 
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crest of a hill rising above woravine, i which he had 
Gill (hen conceded his froaps, : 

Tho Vieoray diveetod GQuilloiinat to assemble the 
fugitives, wid imake what stud Te could, whilst he 
gallopod back to being up his colo, 

This proniserons crowd, composed of whorl Oyelye 
Tnmdred individnals, amougsh whom were eight gone 
vals and ao mouey mass af armed anid amemed stags 
glevs, Iiddled together “in attor disorder, Tivving 
wniled with thé seppers? shal, the whale fell heel in 
w compret body, whieh sulired severely ander the 
votive fre of the pusting Russian lightaatitlery, 

This herd kepb Logether andi) it found itself covered 
hy tho fire of the Vieeroy’s advancing Inblalions, 
when, as if with one accord, it Iroke anal sought 
sheller behind their Tine. 

Tho Vieoroy’s troops steadily resisted Uhe contagion 
of this disorder, aud even gave animating weldomo 
cheers bo tho rumwayn. > . 

Milaradowiteh, seeing (he forlorn stale of the ouemy, 
seul deo fag of Gree to propose en surrender, which 
was rejected, 

The enemy Tul only fave gina elt two having 
beon token alrends, and diving the navel cighleen 
having been abunidoneds; the corps Tad also ean 
redueed to five thousand combatuits ss SUL tho Vieo 
roy was able to matudabr hinsell on some adviniae 
geous grat until night, when, leaving dhe high 
road, ho pushed weross the lields by Momiao, Mitue 
nowo, wid Menokowo, and veueled Kaasnoi, saying 
with Miancis tho First, “1 have lost every (hing but 
ou hououwr.” 

Napoleon, beconting more alarmed for the suledy 
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of Davonst and Noy, and yet bolder as the danger 
inerersed, dolermined Lo allack Milaradowiteh, lodged 
on tho high road between Katowa and Merlino (where 
hho was hourly making prisoners of the detachments 
irying to gain Krasnoi), and thus to reopen the com- 
minnication for the passage of the separated corps. 

Tho disposable foree ab Napolcon’s command only 
amounted to fifteen thousand infantry, two thousand 
cavalry, and thirly guns; for the Vicoroy with his 

- three thousand five hundréd men had been ordered 
to march on the morning of his arrival on Liady, to 
seenre that point of belreat to the Dnieper. 

Morticr commantled the acdvanee; bul the combat 
was of shorl duration, for Kuiusow, on receiving 
nolico of the movement, had directed Milaradowitch 
to fall back on Chilowa, and loaye only somo. Cog- 
sacks an‘the route , 

Davoust had loft Smolonsk on the 16th, and halted 
threo miles beyond Kory tnia lo arrest Noy's arrival ; 
but hearing of tho Vicoroy’s (lisasters, and that tho 
Russiaus still oveupicd the road, he despatched advico 
lo Noy “of the necessity he was undor to join Napo- 
leon without dolay ;” and at throo o’clock on the morn- 
ing of the 17th ho put his corps in movement, 

Tie had already arrived within lwo miles of Kras- 
noi, as Milaradowilch had boon withdrawn from tho 
line of route, when Kntusow, ou an officer being sent 
1o him, permitted Milaradowilch “ to re-advance from 
Josskowo, whero he had stopped, and open his guns 
on the loft and rear-of Davonst’s column.” 

Napoleon, to favour Davoust’s junction, had formed 
his little army in two parallol lines to cover the inain 
yond, 
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Tho right was thrown on Brasnoi, the left on the 
ravine of the Logsneia 5 and as two Russian hatalions 
in Ouwarrowo incommoded the front and left of bis 
position, he made an adeek, whieh: dislodged: then, 
Princes Calitziu, to whose cor they helongert, was 
nob allowed to send them ana supparts ueverthe. 
Jess (he Prineg opened a destructive eammomula en the 
cnomy’s alignment to fryour their retreat. 

Davoust having efeeted his jametion, and Mihun- 
dowitch having appronched Prince CGulitain's right, 
Galitvin, under the authority’ of Beningson, deter. 
inined lo recover Ouwarvows, when a eolime of the 
yoltigours of the Tpevial Curd: attempted to appose , 
the march of the division, * 

‘This column, eharged hy tye reginteats at erivus 
siors,, formed squires and be off the tesiihuits 
bub two pieeos of eunuon being hroupglit up ta, 
play on an angle whieh they perforated, Che uttiel 
was renewed, when the whole were cithoe killed or, 
taken, 

- Ouwarvowo was immedintaty evaomuted, ail the 
-onomy’s fiveb Line, whieh Tid never forward bo sip. 
port the volligonrs, fll back ou seulug theie tates bat 
in its vetreaL ib was shattered by the grape of i came | 
pany of flying artillory directa hy Che brave Colonel 
Nilchin, 

Kutusow, who had declared as he was marehing from 
Biskowo theb “he would at Krasnol ne Jonger aet the 
part of Fabius, nt drew tho sword of Marcellus,” bad 
reached this limit to his Fabian potiey about hve 
o’vlock in the afternoon of the 10th, and there received 
tho intolligence * that Napoleon wis in Krasnai” (ot 
‘two tiles aff the spot whenes he was surveying: il) 
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swith Claparéde’s division md- his. Guards, ‘the re- 
mainder of his army hoing still ab Smolenalk, or, on 
roto to Krasnoi. 

There was aloud al py gondral demand hy the troops, 
as they, stood in eolmnn of march, to advanco instantly. 
on. Krasnoi; and tho. ery of  Moseow I" Moscow !” 
ron Mong, the ranks; but Kutusow had conrage enongh 
to vofusa inflexibly his poymission ; and he ordered 
tho army to bivouae roid Ohilowa, in ML sight 
of Krasnoi and of, every ,ovemort made sy tho* 
enomy, an 

Nevortholess, appidhending s sono outbreak of footing 
from a too determined” opposition to tho wish of tho 
amy, 80 -vehoménily nnd significantly expressed, he 
-gave onk an order of battle “ for the atic of the ence 
my on the ensuing morning ;” thus wilfully afd design- 
cilly, as will be shown Hereafter, affording to the 
“qnemy a wholo evening and night for an wmolested 
rotveat éu Lindy, arid’ tho rouiion of. the corps: on 
march from Smolensk 

Tormansaow: had orders to march from. Chilowva at 
sovon. iu the morning, with thirty thousand men and a 
hundred and: fifty pieces “of cannon. Roson had the 
command ‘of hia ndvancetl guard, composed. of a regi 
mont of Cossacks, © xogiment of chossours of the 
Guard, and another of Friedland, the ouiragsiers of the 
‘Emperor and of tho Empress, with » company: of the 
Guard artillery. - This. advanced guid was to bogin 
its, Movement at six, and procecd by Zoumakows,. 
Siclonowleze, and Koutkowa, on Sorokino, ani] thera’ 
establish ftgelf, so as fo cut off the ononty’s retront., 
from. ‘Kyngnoi, 

Galitzin was airooted to ating Krnstol. from: 
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Achramiewo, and Miaradowiteh was to eannect with 
and support Galitzin, 

The detachment of Ojarowskt was tustrueted to 
act, as cremmsianess might veqnive, on the reu of the 
enenty, 

Kulusow kept the direetion of (he reserve undep 
his Dumediate vontrol, 

Tho two armios in presences af eneh other dif the 
onomy’s Joven opposed, ax Compared wilh tts own 
former and the present Russie stvength, could pro 
perly be entled an amy) preserverl during tho 
evening and night most perfeet stilluess; but meh 
moyemont of carriages had bean heard mad observed 
on the voul to Tiady, to the great vexntion al the 
Russians, 

Wlicn tho morning of the, 17th dawned, the euemy 
wag seon stationed in his position : hour after ene” 
anecessively rolled away, wid dhe orders that had hon 
given hy Kulasow the preeoditys atleenaan remained 
in suxpension dong the whote line, + 

Tho disgust at this inaction was universal, 

Tho troops withh: yeach of the enemy eoul not 
and would nob any longer vermeii passives and Che 
litzin, undor Boningsen’s authority, auly yieldent to tho 
gonorel impulsa wheu he directed he attack lo he 
nado on the voltigens of the Gerd, as has heen 
already ralaLod, : 

Beningson, after that altack, sent an nide-do-cunp 
Lo report to Kitusow “its success, ainl the certain 
destruction of the enemy if he would permit the move 
ment to be meade as origiudly proposed.” — * Who 
gout you?” said Kutusow. © General Bentngsen him- 
golf, from the Held; and wo are walling but your Mdxeel 
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loncy’s order to lake hy ourselves KXrasnoi and all 
without and within.” 

«Tell your Genonal,” repliad Kiudusow, a8 he uned 
in his dvoska, “jo mten-f—-” 

Well might Boningsen aseribo the failmo at To- 
roulino (fer go it was, compared with tho means, the 
oceasion, and Ute possible vesult) to the cause of jon 
lousy which ho (hon assigned, 

To tho Iinglish Genoral, who had also quitied Bo- 
ningson “to implore his consent to the advance of 
the army,” and who had represented to him * that 
Napoleon, his Guards, and what remained of his in- 
vading foreo wero now in his power:-—who had pledged 
hinsolf from his own obsoryation, that by the single 
word Maro tho wun would be finished within one 
hour,” he only dryly observed, “You had my answer 
ab Malo-Javosluvets,” 

Nor was ib till about two o’clock in the afternoou 
that Kutnsoy gave assent tq tho mareh of Roson and 
Tormanssow ; s0- that it was near four o’clock before 
the adlvaneed guard reached the main road at Dobroia, 
about a milo and g half from Krasnoi; bub Napoleon 
aud his Guards had thon already passed, aud algo all 
the dvoops oxcopl a rear guard of Davousl's, which, 
altacked on all sides, was obliged to take to the woods 
that lay on the right of the road, and between it it 
the Dniopor, 

Goneral Kikin and the Mnglish Goneral had’ pres 
veded ~with some Cossauks the columns of Tormanssow 
and the advanced guard wider Rosen. Before de- 
seondiug tute the village of Debvoia they saw tho'road 
covered with swarms of fugitives, in such apparently 
holpless comifion that ono of the Cossnels said “Ts 

a 


27 PAVOURTH UATTAGE AND BATON TAKEN, Nov. 181g, 


if nol a shame for the Marsala to allow these speetres 
to ho woking thus quietly away front (heir prayes 2" 

On ontering Dobroia, whieh Colonel Nitehin and 
Culitzin wore wiuicking in front after forcing Krnsngi, 
they fonnd themselves in the anfdat- af wags of the 
chomy, dbandoned eamon, Qunbrils, cherie, horses, 
de. 

‘Tho bowildered Uhrong oflered no resistance, Cough 
tho grevior part hularmd. Chey were (oo feeble wad 
exhausterl to muke any exertion. ‘They merely moved 
on as it were mechuniculy, like so minty wntomatons, 

Sho Cossacks Indl rushed abe the euringes, onch 
svizing ono with four or six horses as his prize, 

Tho third curringe seized proved to bo Davoust's, 
in which the Marshal's baton wes found 5 anethin wag 
a fonrgon, in whieh were the maps and plans, not 
only of Russia and Turkey, bub of Central Asia and 
Tudia s for Napoleon had projected dhe tevusion of 
Tindostan as one of thecartieles of ponee with A lox. 
ander, ina troy of offensive and defensive alliance," 

On lewing Dobroia, tho Wnglish General au 
wnother inns moving from the road towards a wood, 
A ‘Russi officer, who hid just wvived with to 
licornes, and was iiaboring thom, agravd thik it 


* Aloxanioy, apankduy alter wards with, the Bayh General on the athe 
Joot of this prize, ratd Co him, “Magliad ewer me a ptsater seated eho 
Iningines 5 for by ny rejection of peace her Kastor empire Tape porliapa been 
ered.” On whieh Cho Enygliv General obaerved, “ly comipdeta the net 
of nave nme] vorave all temptation, your Majesty lind better sud her the 
wholy finagon taken at Kinet! Ne, ne,” amavered: Alownieder focte 
Imty, “the contents ae ta very youl Ieaphayg faomy ehancedlortay bnt f 
confess T wonder that yor dil wet contrlys to Mow rye the fonegan when 
you Tul it in your posxcasion, on fhiding that yer could nat garry dt off, 
Tell wo, have you and Catheat not orders to bmn all numufhatiring, oatas 
Uiishtenty when we got ute Proasin ad Ces 2 
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would] be an ignoble massacre to firo into ity bul he 
fired tivo rounds “a-head,” which “brought-lo” the 

whole body, and thoy pationtly wailed somo minutes 
for the arrival of a fow Russian dragoons to conduct 
them back to Krasnoi. 

Such was the impotont state of the enemy boforo 
whom Katusow had so ignominiously held back. 

LL must appear inerediblo in after times that this 
escape of Napoleon was permitted under the cireum- 
stances hove represented, Ib is natural to prosumo 
that thore was some latont cause influencing Kutn- 
sow's forbearanco-—* that fear alone of discomsiture 
could nat have oporatod to this oxtent of pusitinimity, 

Let thon Colonel Boutowlin, tho aide-de-camp of 
the Wmporor Nicholas and champion of Kutusow, in 
his work on this campaign—lol him hore state the de- 
fonce, and hy that defones be the Marshal judged for 
his conduct at Kyasnoi. 


, 
UATRAOT. 


“Tho onomy’s army, anticipated in his lino of ro. 
troat by the column of General Tormanssow (necording 
ta tho stated dispositions of the evening), would have 
beon cut off and reduced to the cruel alternative of 
auiling their way through, sword in hand, or of throw- 
ing thomselves on the Duicpor. Tt is probable that if 
Napoleon had takon this divection, as the means of 
passage of the river wore vory seanly, ho could have 
escaped” [whoro, and for how tong ?] “with only a 
small numbor of mon, and the main body must have 
‘hoon eulivtly destroyed; but unfortunately, tho Mar. 
shal had mado his dispositions in the persnasion that a 

y 2 
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considernhle part of the enemy's tropes read heave filed 
daring the night on Liddy, wal that he would only 
have (o contend agaist aw fore very talerion to hig 
owns and fe then found Timself in error, when he 
learnt (hab Napoleon, with his whole unny execpting 
tho corps of Noy (not Chitty thousand combattats), was 
all in Nrasnoi, Ue thersfove delayert ‘Tovinunssow, 
to give afro passage toa part af Napoleaes forve (and 
Napolion himself), and then he would have only to attack 
Drvoust, whieh would avsre the Russians c victory lesg 
brilliant, but more sure, cul less dearly benghee" 


Suroly (his mst he irony tn every hoysraygce but 
tho Russian, even if ib passes in Rotssin ait a vind 
ention. 

Kivery drop of Russhue blood sulscqnently shed 
every Russian Jie lost in the pursuit, trom severity of 
climate every soldier wasted ie subsequent toils and 
privatious~overy rouble expended tie the protracted 
contest Ul Russia praperty afterwards: tlesatrayat = 
overy injuvy inflieted hy the tying enomy ona Rus 
Hin inhubitud, forms un item of neerattory charge 
ageinst Bautusew, nd warring toy iis condenmation 
“hy Uv posterity” to whieh Alexmealer comigned 
him © for judgment,” 

Tho enemy lad lost in the eninbts of Krasnot to 
cugles, forly-five gums, tivo generals, wid nboye seven 
thousand killed, wounded, and prisoners, 

The Russians had nob lost more tun five bundred, 

SUT ib was a day of honour for Napoleon, who had 
shown grout presonee of mind, danntles intvopldity, 
mil coustmmmete practic! skill in the dispositions 
made of his handful of troopy o impose on the Rusatan 


Noy. 1812. NHNY NVAGUATES SMOLENSK, 277 


commander, in the judicious selection of the moments, 
wnd in tho whole conduct of Cho retreat, 

Tho Russian army, instead of pursuing Uhe cnomy, 
romained inmovable in and aboub Krasnol; becuse, 
aecording Lo the reason assigned, “Ney’s corps [a 
feohle corps of seven (housed combatants} was still 
al, or on the way from, Smolensk.” 


Karly on the 16th Noy had reecived tho despatch 
which informed him that Davoust for the reasons 
already slated “had been obliged to attempt an 
union with Napoldon forthwith ab Keasuois” in 
which despatel ho was recommended “to follow ims 
mariately 3? Tut Noy could not, or ag some say 
would not, ovacuate Smolensk till day-break, as orl. 
ginully directo. * 

Soon after ho had withdrawn from ute town, the 
mines exploded with a thundering blast, which an« 
nounced far and near that “the Sloly City was 
rostorod lo Russia,” 

Plutow, who had endeavoured to get possession of 
tha 4. Potorshurg sibarb on the 15th, immediately 
entered, and dividing his foreo into to portions pur- 
sted! the enemy on both banks of the Dnieper. 

Deonisof? commanded the moiety on the loft bank, 
and found on his way, soon after quitting tho suburbs, 
a hundred and twelve abandoned guns, 

Ney’s corps, as has heen seid, consisted of seven 
thousand combatants; and there were ag,many non- 
combatants and stragglers, tho wholo moro or less 
armed, in bivouac at Korodnia. 

Qn tho 18th the advanced guard approached the 
yillago of Nikolino, about four miles from Krasnoi, 
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whore Milanudowdtch was posted with (welye (hots 
mon, ont Hill) that overlooked a hrvaad aul deop 
raving, through whieh the Lossmiina runs, ant on the 
opposite side of whieh wis a carrespouding elevation 
Ineked hy a deep woork, 

Considerable woods lay on the lefCof Nikoling, ox. 
lending to Uhe Diieper, distatathonh six tiles, 

Ib was nearly Uiree @eloek in the nttemoon when 
the vlerto was given of the enemy's eppraneh, wad the 
Russians stood to their vrais. 

A. thick fvost-fog rising from he lew grounds thant 
the Dnieper, indieuting we Condeney to thw, olsetured 
the view. On w sidden the enemy, who hl de 
seconded and passed Che hotlont of the ravine ter. 
evived, presontod themselves near the sutmit, off the 
ascont crowned hy the lussiuis, 

Torly picees of eunnon louled with) grape, sinus 
taneously on (he instal, vomited: their thones aud 
poured Uhoit deadly shower or tho ussaihints, 

Tho survivors: fateepidly rushed farward with les. 
porte onergy- part venehed: the erest of the Till, and 
almost (otehed the batlories The Russian most ti 
adyanes, shouting (heir hitvazn,” sprang forward with 
fixed bryos, wand without ditnge a mike, 

A sangtinary Dutshort sirggle ensied the enemy 
could nob maintiin dhedy footing, and were driven 
headlong down the ravine, 

The Titans of the Guard ab the same time charged, 
swopl Uhrough the shattored ks, andl captured an 
cago. 

Tho brow wid sides of the hill were covered with 
dead and dying, all the Rassias arms were dripping 
with gore, and the wounded, ax they Ing llecding aud 


Nov, LBL. DESPERALH SITUATION OV NY, 27) 


shivering on tho snow; called for “denth,” as tho 
gvoatest morey that could bo ministered in Uheir hope- 
less slto. j . 

Noy, slill ignorant that Napoleon had votired from 
Krasnoi, and that the wholo Russian amy bevred his 
passnge thove, abtempted to renew the combat; and 
planting his only remaining twolye guns on the height 
above tho ravine, he directed Colonel Bouvier to 
assault Cho Russian batteries with soveral companies 
of sappors and miners, 

Tho gronadicrs of Pawlask, who had steadily on- 
duved the cuemy"s fre, charged tho storming column 
as it approached, and the whole povished, victims of 
thor devotion and splendid daring. 

Altogether, as tho English General wrolo to Mr 
Tiston, “TL had boon a combat of giants, hand to 
hands and voldtively Go nambers one of the most 
slunghlerous of tho campaign.” 

Gouernl Ricard, two other generals, and Colonel 
Pilot (who had both legs shattered and an arm broken) 
being wounded, as well as many officera and mon, Ney 
found himself obliged to desist, aud fall back into the 
wootls hut though nol actively pursued, ag the ob- 
seurily boeame great, his situation was fearfully despe- 
rald, Night had closed in—a Russian winter night, of 
more than usual Russian soverity 3* ho was in a deep 
forest, in an wiknown conntry, 10 food, no fire, uo 
inhabitants lo give information, no guide to conduct, 
no succour for the wounded, no possibility of safoty 
fvoin tho efforts of despair, the ways full of foes, and 
inisery in every direction ! 

* Acvording to tha thermomotor there was a partial visv of temporatine, 
Dnt the abmosphore wad not loss chilly In consequence, 


280 NBY ATTRACK EO BY PLATOW, Noy, 1412, 


Golouel Pile(, notwithstanding the agony al his 
wotntds, counselled SUL, it is sid, “the veteent on (ho 
Duijepor, that Orsav and Napoleon might he renched.” 
Ney adoplod the suggestion, although there wag 
seareely a posible chanes of preservation 5 dik he 
thonghi il his duty fa make Che trial ied thovefare 
recommenced his march with wl) who were caupuble of 
the exortion. 

Milaradowiteh, desirous of useertaining the dirpe. 
tion whieh Ney had (aken and his delentions, sent tayo 
flags of truce to oer him a enpitulition lub should, 
seeare the lives of himself and his brave conpailons, 
The hearers of these thugs of Grace, lowever, were fins 
mediately detained, lest they should on rebar givo 
the information wanted ay te che position in which 
they had found the corps, 

Passing in silenee within half a mile of the Cox 
sacks under Denisoll, whose lights served ae hintcons, 
they gained the villyse of Wordekat on the Daivper, 
and addempled Che passage of the rivers bit Che deo 
broke unlor the flesh git ated if was necessiry: to 
dbandon (he whole train of artillery and every wheeled 
covriitge,  Ralove tha entire body tnut presen, the Case 
seks, attracted by the sound, laud arrived, aud were 
enabled to make several Inmdred prisoners, 

Tho corps which now provecden on ita desperato 
onterprisa was reduced to three Chousind combntints 
and as muny followers, who were ia emdmrmissmen, 
justeal of anaid: the vost hed heen killed or taken, 

In the village of Goreivae some Cossieks were sit 
prised, whiek enpltre supplied a few herses ¢ dit on 
the 19th, 0 the consternation of ad, Phutow with his 
swim of Cossneks appenred ana plate Ghat Iny hefore 
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them, and immediately opened his wrtillery fire. Tho 
column, unable to foreo ils way in their divection, 
turned npon a wood that ran on its left; bub vs il 
was abort bo enter, a masked batlery of several gris 
discharged a volley of grape on tho adyaneed party, 

Ney darted forward, followed hy the drooping sol. 
diery whom his example reanimated; but tho guus 
which tho Cossacks had mounted on sledges, since 
thero were no roads through the wood for carriages, 
wore withdrawn at spect, 

The column, to avoid further annoyance and alarm 
from the Cossacks, Kept in the woods but Plalow had 
alrealy mado several hundred prisoners before the 
whole of the stragelors could enter, 

After av march which had continued the whole day, 
a village was reached where some sheller for a fow 
hours wud food were obtained. 

Ou the 20th, at daybreak, the struggle through 
the woods was continucd,* for whenever any egross 
was altempled, the “hurrah” of the hovering Cos- 
ancks was howd; but thoy were less formidable than 
in the opon space, as*thoy could no longor find practi- 
cable routes for thoir guns, although tho carriages 
wero of tho lightest possible construction. 

Al thtce o'clock in the afternoon the column arrived 
at Jackouchowo, twenty-five miles from Orxsza, when 
two Polish officers offered to proceed on peasants’ horses 
Wo acquaink Napoleon, if still there, with tho approach 
and condition of tho corps, which offer was accepted. 

Flalf way from Orsza tho forest protection ceased. 

The night of this last march was, however, very 
dark, and @ thick fog, whilst ib afforded further 
shelter from observation, greatly impeded progress. 
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The way lay over a very stoop LIN, whieh was 
asconded with great diMeulty. Ou arriving ab the 
stumnib tho fugitives sw, lo thei torrer, aw long line 
of bivomne fives Hunting mt extensive phun he. 
youd, To was iudligpulably a Russiut corps established 
lo intercept the marel. 

“Wo are at Inst doomed,” muttered some of the 
boldest; hut Ney, who was himsel! styzeered at the 
first moment, again revived the general courage, and, 
exhorting them “Lo advance it speechless silence, aud 
then malo a resolute onset, dum whieh, i! they peristed, 
their cnomies night long remeniher that they pad 
lived,” the whole moved on, wid when ab the pres 
sumed charging distance, rushed upon ad und the 
bivouae Jires Which Platow had lighted as a stentagon 
lo provent or delay progress, 

The Polish messengers had renchod Qraza, altho 
their route Ind been beset by the Cossaek: partion, 

The Vieoroy, on hearing of Ney's distress, fimmedie 
woly flaw to arms, tad miareherl with: his corps to add 
hix amival. About elzhtuiles from Ovsze the aifon 
was affected amidsb transports of congratithution. 

When Napoleon heard of Ney'ssnlety he oxelainid, 
with an emotion of feeling whieh he rarely expressed, 
“ Thave two hundred millions in the yaults ef (he Tis, 
levies - would heave given Crem ail tar Noy's sety 

This impossible to eulugize too highly the spirit, tho 
energy, aid the eonstuney exhibited by Ney rough 
so muy dias of these quaitios. ‘Phe whale tehieve« 
ment confers hononr, uel only on Ney wid his mert 
toriota commades, ub on the military profession ab 
largo, which derives general lustre fram siecle (rant 
scondent exertions and exemplary vadewr, 
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Napoleon had halted at Lindy on the night of the 
(7th: on the ensuing night he had reached Dubrowna, 
where he learnt the capture of Minsk hy Pehichagow, 

Ilo immediately directed Dombrowski to defend 
the tate di pont of Borisow on the right bank of the 
Berosina, aud ordered Oudinot lo march instantly 
with his corps aul another division on Rorisow, and 
thore uniting with tho division Dombrowski and the 
ivoops of Bronckowski, to move on and rolake Minsk.” 

Tho foreo thus collected he calculated would amount 
to forty thousand combatants. 

Viclor was instrtieled “lo keep Witigensiein in 
check, and mask Ondinot’s movemont as long as pos- 
sible.” 

On tho L9th thore was a fulso alarm at Napoleon’s 
hond-quarters, and the panic ery arose “ Aux armes !” 
Tho Guards formed, but there was no enemy. 

Napoleon thon set out for Orsza, After a march of 
wbout thee miles he assembled the Old Guard, formed 
them into & square, and dismounting, thus harangned 
them: “Grenadiers of my Guard, you aro witnesses 
of the disorgunization of my army. 

Tho greater part of the soldiers, by a deplorable 
fatality, have oven thrown away their arms, 

“Cf you should follow this fatal example, all hope 
would bo lost. ‘The safety of the army is wider your 
caro, You will justify the good opinion [ havo of 
you. The officers must not ouly maintain a severo dis- 
cipline, but tho soldiers nist exercise over one ano- 
thor a rigorous superintendence, and thomselves punish 
thoso who separate from their ranks.” 

Al mid-day of the 18th Napoleon reached Orsza. 

No atlompt had been made by Kutusow, at the 
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head of the mnin army resting imetively with super 
(luens force, fo seize Orsza, in whieh were hergo mi 
pazines, or lo eut Che bridge, thongh hoth: services 
migh have bean cffeeted on the F6dc and Lath, and 
even on the U70h, for the parvison was very wegl, ” 
and the tile dae pont indefensibhs apninsi a vizevona 
altnek, 

Lohas been tenly vomarked that the Russia might 
have thrown bridges over (he Doiopor ub Khoutne 
and Rasassna, aud, by foreed marches, have pained 
the yorte of Orsva to Borisow betbre Napoleon could 
have reached its ub this was tae enterprise: of too 
active and deeided a eharnefer fort conmiauder who 
had refused go many preceeding oppurtunities ta slap 
his enemy by whieh forte Jaw! wooed hin in yain, 

On the Pith the wouther had semewdhal modemnted; 
On the 19th a thaw commenced, 

Ab Orsat Napoleon employed hinself with group 
energy in reorganizing: his forees, Arig were again 
distrididod, with munition and provisions, to the 
troops, 

With his thirtyesix prs KG vommining he com 
pleted six Iabtorios ; Ove of them were allad(ed to the 
Vivoray, who Tid acquired nine others, (ve ta Davart, 
who had preserved eight, ime we fo Latour Muu 
bourg, , . 

The most steliygent order wax then published to 
incorporulo all slragglers inte the dilterent corpsy to 
punish prcvétafement all who ain quitted their rvales: 
lo give up nll horses to the artillery to buen all 
efleets oxeopt a change of Tinen and shoves, as well as 
all carriages, except a certain number for the use of 
the emigrants trom Mlogeow s to render wl generals 
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and others veaponsible for the execution of orders 
which the honour of the French and the safety of the 
aomny required.” 

Tho order was judicious, and the oxceution essen 
tials but the disorganization was too great, tho nam- 
ber of stragglors too considerable (the non-combatants 
excooding the contents), and the marches loo cou- 
tinuous and herassing for due attention and compli- 
ance, 

The cnemy had hoon followed on the road to Orsza 
only by some Cossneks. 

Tho Russian army and its delached corps did not 
quil Nyasnoi till the 20th, when it marched to Roma- 
Nowo, : 

Ou the 2 lat and 22nd lo Tanike. 

On tho 23rd to Morosowo. 

On the 24th and 25th to Kopys, whero the Dnieper 
was crossed, and whore a bag of French letters was 
brought in by the Cossacks, ono of which, from the 
King of Bavaria, declared “tho impossibility of fuv- 
uishing another regiment of cavalry in addition to his 
contingent,” adding, “if i6 wero practicable, you 
might be suro T would: do il, commo jo no voudrois 
pas mo faivo liver par los oreilles pow: un rien.” 
This expression was peculiarly upposile to Napoleon’s 
habit. 

On the 20th the army proceeded Lo Staroselic. 

On the 27th to Kronghoic, 

On the 28th to Oukhwaly, , 

On the 29th and 80th to Mikhowiexi. 

On tho 1st of December to Joukowitz, whero it 
passed the Boresina, which the advanced guard had 
only reached al Oukoloda tho preceding day. 
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hose marehos wero mado as leisurely as pomsihlo, 
and did net avernge move tim (en miles ened, 

On the 8nd the wmy advanced to Rewaritsn 

On tho did it halted. 

On the 4th it advanced to Chipimiy. 

On the 6th to Douhowiki. a 

On the 6th (o Garadack, 

On the 7th it again halted, 

Kutnsow lef the army on the dth to join Tehioha 
gow, and on tho same day arrived ab Sossin, 

On the 6th at Bielorouezio. 

On tho Gth ab Radochkowtezi, where he fell in with 
the advanced giuwd of Milavadowiteh, 


RUSSIAN PLANK ARMIES, 


[lis now necessary (o suspend the recital of Napos 
Jean's further movements in order that he uaitecedent 
events, aid tho acetal afale und position af the ens 
oporeling annies and corps on whiele Nepoleon relied 
for ait and exOiention from his ontunlement between 
tho Niemen, Beresinn, and Daieper, raty de brought 
into clear view, 

Ul ts, fucloed, iiclisponsibile (4 give (his key to Naps 
leon’s dispositions for linking the Moscow ronment with 
thelr operations, 


Anary on amtenaaows 


Admiral Tehichagow, in conformity with the ar 
rangemonts cutered into with the [snglish General 
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and instructions from tho fi Emperor reecivert the Oth of 
Augusl “lo expoiite his march,” crossed the Dniester 
at Chogrim ou the 6th of Septenther, 

TIis army consisted of tayenty-soven thousand ine 
fantry and nine thousaud cavalry, with a powerful 
artillery. ‘Tho whole formed the finest martial spec. 
(acle thet cond he seen; and ils general condition 
rollected great credit on tho Admiral’s administrative 
superinlendonce, 

On tho L8th the armies of Moldavia and Wolhynia 
united on the right bank of the Styr, 

Jn consoquonco of Bagrathion’s mortal wound, Sor- 
manssow was soon aflorwards recalled to assume his 
command in Kutnsow’s army; so that Tchichagow, 
after deducting his losses on a loug mareh, found him- 
solf eventually ab the head of sixty-four thousand mon, 
On tho day, on which tho Admiral joined his forces 
ho received an order from Kubusow “ to march wilh 
his whole forco on Moscow 4” but tho Admiral was too 
‘for nilvanced, and the losses of Tormanssow’s corps had 
beon too preat, lo ndmil of this soparation, 

Selwwarzonberg, with bwonty-six thousand Atstrians, 
twelvo thousand Saxons, and six thousand Poles, 
valired on tho night of the 22nd of Seplomber, as he 
had ascorinined by a strong reconnoissance mao on 
tho 20th, that the union had been effected, and that 
the whole force had erossed the Styr on tho day of 
the 22nd, 

On the 28rd a Polish prisoner ‘communicated to the 
Admiral the intelligence of the “battle of Borodino 
and the destruction of Moscow.” 

Tho same day an order from Kuiusow, which had 
heen much dolayed on the road, directed Tormanssow 
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to withdraw his corps from the Moldavian evny, and 
join the muin army to ‘defend the enpilul threntoned 
by tho enemy advancing from Smolonsk.” ven had. 
this order arrived in duo tine, Moscow could not lave 
beon preserved by the co-operation, tar thers yas 
an intervening distance to pass of seven Imudved and 
fifty miles. } 

On the 27th another order was reeoived from uo 
tusow, directing Tormanssow “to romain with hig 
army in ‘Wolhynia; and the Admiral to join, with his 
Moldavian foreo, the main army.” 

On. the 29th Colonel Cvernichol! brought w tinal 
order from Kutusow “for tho Moldavian and Wol- 
hynian armies to continne wiited under the Admiral, 
and for Tormanssow to repair in his own porson to the 
Imporial head-quarters,” 

The caricature which was once exhibited in Mng. 
land of & porsonege on whose forehead was written 
“(edor, Countor-ordor, and Disorder 1 here found, tts 
urchoblype. : 

‘Tho confedorate army, nider Sehwarvenberg, redired 

~aoross the Boug ab Opalin and Wladowa, losing: in dts 
retreat Afteon hundved Killed, wounded, and prisoners. 
The pursders lost about five handved, 

Between the 80th of September, the day on which 
Tormanssow actually rosigned his command, and the 
10th of Octobor there had heen yavious skirmishes and 
strategicnl movements und eoumtoranovements, but of 
no particular importanée exeep i on the 8th, when 
Princo Lichtenstein was wounded ina sherp wlliay 
and on the 9th, when both Conmunders-inghiet drew 
out their forces fo aseortain each other's strength aud 
position. 
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In consequence of this demonstration the Admiral 
advanced inw thick fg ab daybrenk on the 10th, 
to attack the confederates; but they Jind retired. 
across the Tonza, leaving only a rear grid strongly 
posted, which withdrew in the night of the Lith 
aud 12th, and joined the army ab Wingrod, behind 
Briansk; which retrograde movement nneoyerod 
Wilna, ‘Minsk, ond tho whole right wing of Napoleon's 
amy. 

Tho Admiral, finding that his any required 
some reposd, (ocided ab a most wilivourable. moment 
to pub ib into cantonments round Brest Litowsled, 
aid by so doing engaged jn a storm chaee after 
‘Kimo, of which ho never more could gain and keep 
the lead. 

Tie, howover, scoured tho dnehy of Warsaw with 
his detachmouts, ono of which nnder General ‘Uchap- 
lita surprised ab Slonim the 7th regimout of Tulans, 
which was cub to ploces;sand its colonel talen, 
On the othor hand, Goneral Essen, who, with ton 
thousand inen, had marched on Biala to check the 
Tth corps (Rognior's,) whieh had arrived ther 0, Wis 
tnoxpeetedly attacked by Regnter himself, and 
obliged to retire with tho loss of a gm and six 
hundred mon, : 

Being voinforeed by succours which the cannonade 
“had gob in movement, Masen recovered. his ground s 
and the Admiral on tho 20th calleeted his army to. dis- 
lodge Reguier ; but finding Bina already evacuated, 
ho returned with hig troops into exntonments, 

On the 27th of Octobor the Admiral broke up: these 
cantonments, and divided his any into two oporative 


corps. 
uv 
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Tho corps placed mder General Sackon's orders 
consisted of his own division— 


Sackon hs i 6,000 
‘Wasson ae id ne 0,000 
Bulatow  .. vs act 6,000 


Tweevis 4. a a 7,000 
Tolal .. 27,000 
Seemann” 


Of theso tvonty-sovon thousand cight thousand wore 

cavalry, exclusive of Cossneks, and to this corps 

General Licdors, who was on mareh from Servvia with 

three thousand men, was ordered to altach himsoll, 
Tho Admiral’s own corps consisted of s- 


Lambert. A ss 6000 * 
Twngorm o.oo. ee E000 
Woinof .. a ae 6,000 
Tohaplila 6. 4. oes 6,000 
Naytel we 28,000 
ommend 
Of which tyonly-cight thonsand ton thousand wero 
cavalry, oxclusive of Qossacks, 

To this mmy, Goneral Mrtel with tavelve thonsnnd 
men from Bobruisk, and Willgonstein with his wy, 
wore (by tho goneral instructions sent by the Hin 
peror altor the capture of Moscow, as alvowly piven) 
“directed to unile themselves.” 

Tivo thousand additional Cossacks of the new levy, 
who had just arrived, were left with Suckon to bo duly 
armed. 


Tho confederates under Schwarzenberg ab this 
period consisted of- - 
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Ansiriana.. re ba i ee 25,000 
Saxons ak De re ze 8,500 
Polos, Kowoukii iN is 7% 8,000 
Durntle’s Division, lewing a rou-guard 

ab Warsuw ne bs Sal 9,000 


otal aw» 60,500 
be 
Of which five thousand five hundved were eavalry, 


On tho dist the Admiral reachod Prujany, whore 
ho received an order from Kutusow, writlon after tho 
battle of Malo-Juroshivols, “lo march his amy on 
Kiew” (a distance of four lundred and fifty miles), 
“and to cover that city, as Napoleon was moving by 
Kalonga in that direction.” 

Tho Admin, bearing in mind the provious contra 
dictory orders and tho cancels whieh had renched him 
almost simultaneously with their veceipt, not obeying 
this new instruelion, diveetedt fifteen Ghousand militin 
assombling on the borders ef the Crimea, and destined 
for his army, to march on Kiow. 

On the sed of November the Admiral reached. 
Slouim, 

On tho 1ith of November tho Admiral, who had 
retarded his movement in consequence of a demon- 
stration of the Austria on the Niemen at Mosty, 
arrived al Neswigo, and drove out soveral depdts of 
the onemy’s cavalry, General Lieders from Servia 
hovo reunited with tho Admiral’s corps, bringing with 
him a regiment of iifantry and one of Tuens, To 
had at first been divected to join Sacken, but the Ad- 
niral, finding that Wrtel did not oboy his ovder and 
move from Bobruisk, changed his destination, 

Tho Polish Governor of Mingk continued to slumber 

a2 
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in presumpluous security, and could nob be made to 
believe that the Admiral was moving on that wily. 

Woll might Napoleon soy, as he did on coeeiving 
afterwards the intelligence of the enplare of Borisaw, 
“Wo aro doomed thon to mike nothing but hho. 
ders;” for al Minsk overything was done which ought 
not lo have been done, and nothing dono hit exigon 
cies required and means permitted, 

Tho garrison of Minsk consisted of fany thousand 
men, Dombrowski, who had been watehing: Metel at 
Bobruisk, was on mareh to reiifores tb with six Chow 
sand mons bub he was not presshd to deeclorate his 
arrival, aud detachments from Vielor’s corps, which 
would have afforded a considerable additional stvongth, 
wero daily allowed (o pass ¢hrough Minsk, and mostly 
to he taken by the partisnn corps environing the city 
and infesting the country, 

Besides these forces ab the tisposition of the (oe 
vornor in such anoxteemity, and whieh were estimated 
as amounting collectively lo fifteen thousnad men, 
Loison was ab Wilna with ffteen thonsinad: fresh and 
moveupied troops; and Oudinot was ud. Bolo with len 
thousand men, whence he mighb Tye marched, tf 
alvised fn time, Lo defond Borisow and the Beresina, 

Bobr could have been Tefb hy Ondinot without 
haawd, for Vielor with twonty-five thousand mon 
had reached Chessacky from Smojensk. 

The Governor of Mingk could not plead izmorance 
of the Admiral’s intontions, for an oltieor charged with 
duplicate despatches ordering “the movement on the 
Bovosina with (he united amnies of Witlgenstoin and 
the Admiral,” bad been taken with his escort some 

"time proviously near Minal. 
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Tho Adnival had sont Colonel Czerniche? with his 
regiment of Cossncks from Slonim to inform Witigen- 
stein “of his march on Miusk aud the Beresina.” 
Cvornichell was direeted “to lulse the veute of Noyo- 
grodok and Radechkowlest to Lepel? "hv his. pro- 
gress he fortunately, on the [7t, fell in with the 
escort of gondarmes conducting Winvingorode and iis 
aido-do-cainp into Mrance, and recaptured them, 

On the [3th of November tho Polish General Kos- 
sonki, who had been detached by the Governor of 
Minsk to Noval Sworzoun, was surprised by Genoral 
Lambert, defenteds? and driven tevoss tho Niemen 
without having had time to destroy the bridge, Ono 
of his dolachments on the road to Mit, and another 
on the road lo Neswige, were all cithor killed ov taken, 

Tho Russians Jost but few men in this enterprise ; 
tho Poles lost several handred killed, wud cight hun 
dred prisoners, 

Kosgontd requested the Governor of Minsk ‘to be 
allowed to join Dombrowski with the theese ov for 
thousand men still ab his dispositions" but he was 
directed to retire on Noidanow, about tently miles 
from Minsls, with wll his force, tho Governor stating 
that he felt confident thut die Admiral had not left 
Wolbynia with his army, wad that only some of lis 
flying corps wero menacing Minsk,” 

On the With Lambort again attacked Nossenki wt 
Koidanow, and brought twelve guns to bear on his 
position. Aftor a sharp action, in which a thousand 
of the encmy were killed, three thousand laid down, 
thoir arms and also surrendered two standards and 
lwo guns, 

Kossenki fled to Miusk with only five hundred men, 
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Tho Governor, nolivithstanding these severe warn 
ings, remained infatuated, and assured Dombrowski, 
who had preceded his corps to communiente with him 
in porson, “thal ho had amplo force to hold Minsk 
wnlil Dombrowski should havo reached Beresino, and 
established his conneetion with Oudinot.? 

To hours after this assurance had heen given, and 
Dombrowski had departed, the Governor, on tho sud. 
den dppearance of the Russians in (he anvirons, was 
himself obliged lo evacuate the city with his garrison t 

Lambert entered Minsk on the 16th, where he 
found five thousand siek, two anillions of rations, 
immense magazines, a grew quantity of powder, cand 
amunber of guns,—some of them Russian,-—wilhout 
carriages, 

Allogethor there wero forly days’ supplics of grain 
and cattle, beer and spirils, for a lnudred thousand 
men, besides thirty thousnid puirs of shoes, and 
twenty-seven (housand muskets, with clotting and 
equipment in proportion, 

Tho loss of this eily was a fla blow to the euemy, 
and was equally advantageous to the Russinos, nol 
only on account of tho value of the stoves seized, bat 
beeause it propitiated publie feeling: abrowd os wall 
as ab home, and fivoured the politieal transactions 
dependent on such decided proofs of Che enemy's tie 
hilily fo keep a winter's hold in the Russian terrilory, 

General Secken, who was an able strategist, though 
nob & fortnnate executive officer, had endeavoured to 
mask (he movement of the Admirals Dut Sehwarzene 
herg was nob in this instunee decofyed, and Cherefore 
adyanced on Slonim, wheres he arvived on the 120), 
to menace the rear of the Admiral, 
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Rognicr, to cover this march, had advanced on 
tho th to Navewkn, and on the 6th to Awisloey, 
lonving Kamenskol ab Wingrod with brigade to pro 
lool Warsi. 

Suckon, having postad five thousand mon ab Brest 
Litowski aut environs, had marched by Bislowa on 
Wolkowich, Uhrough whieh own Regnier had passed 
on his way to Rudaias bat heaving, that Sacken was 
following, he reoceupied Wolkowich with afew hundred 
mon to form a guard for his head-qnarters and bape 
gage, and took up a position on the heights behind 
tho town with his (roops, consisting of sixteen thou 
soul infwntry, dneluding Duvutle’s division, and eleven 
hundred horse, As Backon’s force, composed of six- 
doon thousand infimlry, six thouswnd cavalry, and 
five thousand Cossacks, was so. greally superior, 
Regnier sont an nuegent request lo Schwarzenberg © for 
his return und prompt combined operation aginst 
Sackon, who had seriously usstumed tho offensive.” 

On tho 16th, uhout three hows alter midnight, the 
slunboring garrison and generals In Wolkowich were 
rousotl hy wv discharge of small arms. 

Tho Russian advanced guard had, unobserved, 
appronched mud gained entrance, 

Regnier jumped out of windows othors of the par- 
rison esenped with more or less diffienlty, Dut many 
wore killed and wounded, and much baggage was 
taken, 

At break of dey tho onemy descended in forco 
from the heights, and repossessed themselves of tho 
town. 

Hackon in the mean timo had pressed on, and, 
finding the onemy in order of battle, deployed also 
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his wholo force, Int only actully ongaged slightly 
with hig right wing. 

On to 16th, it the morning, Backen, with lve 
thousand men, allacked and carried Wolkowich, 

Alt mid-day he renewed his abluck on the enemy's 
Toft with more vigow, when abort threo o'clock in the 
aflornoon the guns of aa approuchiygs enemy were 
heard in the rear of his contre. 

~ . Sehwarzenberg had received at Slonim, on the 
Mth, Rognior’s communication; and, leaving seven 
thousand men behind to wateh (nut point, he immedi. 
ately marched with cighteon thouvand hy lwackowiest 
on Jaubylino, 

Regnior, on hearing tho camonade, renewed the 
attack upon Wolkowieh, from whieh the Russians with 
drow; and as soon as night fevoured, Srekon retired 
through eross roads to Swisloeg, hin direct vote of 
movement through Prujany being cut off by the Aus 
trians, i 

Sacken owed his snecessfil esempo lo Regutor's 
justificble unwillingness to haved a night amareh 
through an axtonsive forest. 

On the 24th of November the Russians reaghed 
‘Brest Lilowski aud Kohvin, whence they tell back on 
Luholm aul Kowel, 

Rognier had reached Brest Lilowski, and Selawar- 
zenborg Kolin, the sane day with Ue Russians 5 jul 
there they halted; ant on the 27th Kehwarzenberg,’ 
having received @ despatch from Maret, the Duke of 
Bassano, “voquiring his immediate retwn to cover 
Warsaw,” fell baek, and on the dst of December 
Reguior followed ris movement, 

The loss of Sacken had amounted to seven thousand 
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mon an soveral guns 3 Dut he pained by what is usually 
reputed & loss, viz. the vbandonment af mach baggage. 

The movement, though very disastrous Lo the, corps, 
had operated henefieially on tho issue of tho cam 
paign, for tho: Austrims were diverted*hy it from 
pursnit of the Admiral and cheek on his  operstions 
against Miusk, from which city they were on the Lith, | 
whon ab Slonim, only distunut five days' march, and 
tho Adinival did Intt arrive there on the'l 7th, * > - 

They might nol have saved the city, thongh that 
was nob improbablo; bat they would at all events 
havo preveuted thossubsequont movements und disas- 
los on the Beresina, Even on the 17th, when 
Sacken wilhdrew from Wolkowieh, had Schwarze 
berg marched against the Admiral, he would have 
groally ombarrassed his operations, 

Diving these transnetions an musual event had 
oveurrad, On tho night of the 20th the Austins 
had surprised tho (hird regiment of Ukraine Goxsueks 
ab Prujany, and taken threo wholo squadrons; but 
as a dulunco (o this rare oeemrones and prize, Kos. 
sonki, who had been left with eight thousand Poles, 
having mado wn attempt to penetrate jute Wolhynia 
by Oustilony, was qviveu across the Boug with heavy 
Joss by General Moussin Pouchkin, who advaneed 
from Wlalimir to repel his iueursion, 

‘Iho governor of Minsk retreated on Borisow, whero 
he gathered a motley oreo together, of about threo 
thousand men, 

Dombrowski, who had reached Semlo, on hearing of 
the Governor's flight and the capture of Minsk, re- 
turned Lo Beresino, that from thenee he might secure a 
saufo line of march on Borisow. lis division only 
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amounted to about five thousand men, General Kos» 
sonki having taken from it a Lithuaniue regiment, 
which was lost with the Wirtemberg battalion ab 
Koidanow, and the other regiment dat had been de« 
tached on the Bobruisk rowd, whieh he intended to vet 
as his rear guard, nob having then rejoined 5 but he 
had with his column tively gus, 

Tho Governor of Minsk resumed his tranquillity at 
Borisow, and only placed in the valluished tale da 
pont, which was of great exlont, av liattalion of the 
Nth French regiment. 

Instead of urging Victor's asrivil, ho left that 
Murshal to believe that there was no reason to appre 
hond any ablack being mde on Bovisow tluuk he could 
nob repulse s and even perstaded Coneral Pampeluna, 
sent by Vietor (who hal misgivings) ‘to tuquive 
into tho real state of affnirs,” Lo romain with him, and 
tako post with » detarhment, ab Wesselowo on (he 
left lank of the river, ; 

Tho Admiral, on the [thy sent forward Lambert to 
Joukuowos Tehaplitz covered his lel on the ronte to 
Zombins und Colonel Loukollkin was dediehed with a 
regiment of Cossieks on the rou do tytinon, where ho 
foll in with six Russiun Iattalions, forme aqundrons, 
and another reginent of Cossneks coming frou Moayr 
lo join tho Admiral. General Mrtol Lad: despatched 
this foreo instoud’ of joining with his whole corps of 
dwolve thousuul men, as ordered: (his dignbedionce 
so displeased the Admiral hut te superseded him iu, 
his command by Coneral ‘Ponehkott 

Colonel Lowkollkin immediately marehed his de- 
dachmont in pursuit of Dombrowski's rear guard, formed 
by the vogiment Ghivt lal been shidioned near [eumen, 


. 
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Tho Russian colonel Paradouskoi had heen sent 
from Mingk to Radochkowiezi, and lad there collected 
and captured “abou lve thousund fugitives from 
Minsk ondewvouring lo ean Wilua. 

On the 20th Launbert rowwhed Jolin, and pushed 
hig advance on Ouporeeoiozd 5 Langeron stpportod 
Lambert ab dodin, and Tehaplitz entered Zombin, 

Dombrowski, with the grontest exertion, pushed on 
to garrison the tate du pont of Borisow, before which 
he arrived atinidnight of the 20th and 2st, 

Thare was no officer or guide lo conduct him on his 
arrival to any poi of the entronchmonts, and there- 
fore, passing somewhat beyond, he posted his broops, in 
the best mummer the darkness permitted, on the right 
of the works upon the road to Zembin by Stamocha ; 
Int his loft, instead of resting on the works, was sepa- 
rated from thom by a spacious interval. 

These works, as has heen stated, were in a vory 
wnifinishod state, with @ redpubt on the right and left, 
and sevoral in the contre, Little more than traced. 

At dawn on the moming of the 2Ist- Lantbert pro- 
sented himsell helore the te dupont, 

The Lith regiment of Russian chassours formed the 
ablacking column on the right, the 88th on tho loft, 
and the 7th on the centre; but-the 7th was directed 
not to advance Lill the flanks were carried. 

Two batteries of twelye gris ‘each supported the 
assailants; favo regiments of infuitry and the cavalry 
of the advanced guard formed tho reserve on tho road 
of Jodin. 

Tho Fvonch battalion of the 96th, slationed tn the 
Léto du pont, partaking of tho confidence and neglect 
of the Governor, was complotely surprised and driveu 
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to the bridge, and the 14th chassours gained the rodoubt 
on the sight of tho works; but tho 88th could not 
hold its ground against a Wirtomborg batialion, which 
had hastoned from Borisow on tho frst alarm to tho 
support of the French battalion, 

Tho Russinn Gonoral Engelhardt, who had ad. 
vancod wilh tho 7th to support (ho 88th, fell mortally 
wounded in the onsel; bub tho regiment continued its 
movement, and regainod the rodoubt of tho loft. 

Dombrowski, ag soon as ho perceived the dangor to 
which the Russian occupation of tho tte du pont ox- 
posed his corps, took ground to his loft, anc cater 
blished a connection with the Wirtemborg battalion, 
that still maintained tiself in tho contral works and 
covarod the bridge. 

About mid-day Dombrowski had succoodod by " 
latoral movement in establishing his whole corps & 
cheval on tho great rond leading to Minsk. Lo thay. 
filod hig arlillovy pare anyl haggngo over the bridgo; 
and planicd six guns on the opposilo side of the river 
to flank tho bridge and tover his retreat, if forced ..' 

Lanbort also, solecting an advantageous si lo, opened, 
his fro on tho bridge. Dombrowski’s artillery ond, 
Aeavoured to silonco it, and a hoavy cnnifonade cons 
tinned till five in the ovoning. ‘ 

‘Lambort boing wounded in rallying tho chassowsy: 
who had failed’ {a an attack on tho central works, 
Colonel Krugsowskoi suceoedod to tho command ; ands, 
bringing to the charge all his fores, under cover of ar 
fire of grape from twelve ploces of cannon whieh bot 
had established in the redoubt of the Jeff, he sod 
ceeded in carrying tho whole line of tho entrenchments, 
and consecutively both the bridge and the town, 
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Dombrowski in vain tried to rally and dofond o 
mill on tho Ovsza rond. Tt was stormed, and the 
onomy dviven towards Lochnitza, leaving in the hands 
of tho Russians fifteen hundred dead, and two thou- 
sand. five hundrod prisoners, lwo slandards, and oight 


guns. 
Tho Russian loss amounted to two thousand killod 
and wounded. ‘ woe omy 


Langoron, on hearing tho cannonade, had made the 
groatest offorts lo arrives; bub he could nob join tho 
advanced guard lll nightfall, and not a soldior of ‘fide 
forco was ongaged ir tho combat, 

‘Tho Admiral, who had also pushed forward with 
tho division Woinolf, soon followod Langeron, and 
ostablishod his head-quartors the samo night in Bo- 
visow. 

During tho day Colonel Loukoffktn had overtaken 
at Oucha tho separated rogimont forming Dom- 
browski's rear guard, and hed drivon it ovortho Bato 
siun at Uszo, making belwoon two and (ive Huniduod: 
prisonorg. ae casas 
_ On tho 22nd Woinolt's corps antl the réser'vo passecl 
tho ‘Beresina, and took post on the toad to Bobi s 
Tohaplitw ftumnod from Zombin, and bivouacked near 
the tfte du pont of Borisow ; gnd Loukollkin proceeded 
{Yom Outha to Ohabachewiczi. \ 

Gortoral Pampeluna, posted at Wesselowo, had aoht 
intolligonco to-Ondinot of tho loss .of Bi mvlfor. | 
miagched Immediately-on Lis-reoelp tart 
~ Nomonitsa, where Dombrowsltl : 

with tho romaing of Wiis Yoros, 

#On the 28rd- the Admire dbx 

Paklon, who had stadedtled iheitbettrt 








we 


‘ajon-gonoral 
tt tho command 
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of the advanced guards, “ to reeonnottre with his divi. 
sion the road towards Bobr.” On the heights of 
Nomonitsa his advance mel, withont any forewany 
ing, tho advance of Oudinol moving on Borisov, 
under the command of Dombrowski. 

Tho action commenced wb the instant,  Pablen'g 
column, (akon unawares ail allowed no respite to 
form and mako an allempt bo stand, was drnndted 
back in extreme confusion into and through Borisny 
and over the bridge, with the loss of fifteen lmndred 
prisoners and all tho baggage of the hond-quarters, ag 
wollas ils own, Tndeed ib is undecommtulle how any 
of the column eseaped, for the bridge was six lim. 
ved yards long, and without a passage (o reht or lof 
for artillory, 

‘Threo regimonts of Russinn chasseurs which wore 
exploring tho woods on the left of the road, ay well ag 
three thousand cavalry out forging, mimble to gain 
the town, were thrown upon Stavoi Bovisow, and 
saved by w pease diveeting them to a ford nea 
Brill, 

The Admin, who was ab dinner when the enomy 
centered Borisow, effeelod hy great good fortune his 
own retreal, Dut lost, wilh the prenter pub of his bag. 
gago, all his correspondence: he however succeeded 
in cutting tho bridge, and in estublishing ulteries 
that prevented its ropair, 

The first loss of Borisow had been a fatal ineident 
for Napoleons tho recovery offered some sutishretion 
lo his.arms, and usefully distracted the enemy's alten. 
tions but tho Russians having retained the tél du 
pont, the passage of the river wb this point was no 
longer practicalle, for the clraumjucent ground com- 
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pletely commanded to,marsh, as woll as that part of 
tho river over which the bridge was Inid. 


Piknenentiamntitrrenteneitlinnmermennetite nrparaemen 


AgMy of Wreranns thin, 


Whilst the Admiral was thns still in a position to 
guard tho right bank of the Bovesina, Wittgoustein, 
driving Victor before him, was directing his march lo- 
wards the left bank, aud rear of the right of Napo- 
leon’s amy. 

Towards (he end of September Willgenstein had 
recoived considerable reinforcomonts 5 and having re- 
quired Stoingell to co-opernte, commenced his march 
from Sokolisqui, in the bogiming of Oclober, on Po- 
lotzk, with thirty-six thonsaul mon, one-third of which 
forco was composed of militia, 

Polotzk was held by & Gyr, with twenty-seven 
thousand mon, tho romaing of the socond and sixth 
corps; but tho aixth corps could onty prosout undor 
arms five (housund offectives, for the Buyarians, who 
composa(l il, had snffored moro than any of tho other 
confederates of tho wholo army from fatigue and 
climate, 

On the 16th of Oclober Steingell, with Tis corps 
twelve thousand strong, lo which Wiltgenstein added 
a regiment of hnssars, passed the Dwina at Dessna, 
of which he had forecd tho orenpation, and con 
tinned his march on Poloizk by tho loft bank of the 
river. 

8. Cyx, who had ontronched Polptzk, doubly pali- 
sading it, and covering tho approaches by strong 1o- 
doubls, was aware of Wiligonstoin’s movement, aud 
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had mado hig dispositions af defences on both banks of 
the Dwina. 

Corbincan with a light brigndo, and the Bavarians, 
wore sont Lo oppose Steingells and 8. Oyr’s priucipal 
foreo was posted in front of the city behind. the 
redoubta, 

Vordier's division, commanded hy Taisen, oecupled 
the right, which was prolonged [o some distance by 
a body of cavalry, 

Logrand’s division jomod Verdior’s left, ancl rested 
its own left on tho Pelola. 

At day-break on the morning of the [8th, Witigen- 
slein commenced his allack in two columns, 

Tho battery in advances of tho division Vorrlior 
was assaulled with great bravery, mid delonded with 
equal obstinacy, During the action this battery was 
taken and retaken three several tines. 

Tho tiraillenvs on both sides, incessuntly engaged, 
held their ground with greal tenueily 5 and the charges 
of cavalry, frequently made, wero adtonded with alver« 
ato success, 

At length, aboub four o'clock in’ the afternoon, 
Witlgenstoin, seeing that the action was protreled 
withoul the prospeel of ay decisive issn, and disap. 
pointed of the co-operation he expected from Steingoll 
by an atlack on the onemy’s rear which hud heen 
dircclod, determined on bringing up his reserve, and 
cngaging ab once the onemy’s whole ling, 

Tho Russian militia, who had been chiefly employed 
as tiraillours, on the order being given swepl forward 
with tho most daring intrepidity (the cuomy said like 
madmen) and possosxed thomselves of the advanced 
works, 
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The enemy's cavalry mado several attempts to 
charge upon the tivailleurs, hut the Russini cavalry 
afforded them requisite protertion, 

» The Russian mass Chen moving forward with oxen. 
hin sloadiness, bore down all apposition, 

A Swiss brigade with a battalion of Croats, who 
vontured to suly from the vlignmont, were ia moment 
overthrown and forced baek on the Pelata. 

The Swiss brigade saved ilself aftor a brilliant dis- 
play of highly disciplined valony, for its fring in 
velvout was as vepular as if ab an exercises bet the 
Croat batlalion, theugh equally resalnte, heing com. 
pletely surrounded before it could regain the works, 
was obliged to lay down ifs arms. 

The Russinns were at longth in possession of nll the 
cnomy’s extorior redowhts 5 but the fire that ponred 
into them from the batteries and entrenchments of the 
town itself would nol permit continued occupation. 

Only tho light troops {herefore during the night 
lodged thamselves within eannon shot of tho town. 
Tho vein y took post at a greater distance, 

Steingoll, who had heen delayed by tho state of the 
roads, roudered almost impnssalle by e week's vain, 
advised Willgonstein during the night “that his 
ailvaneo hal voached the Guchaz, ubout Cight miles 
from. Polotzk, and that he could he ready to allack 
tho noxt morning.” 

Witigenstein, who hal intended, according (o his 
instructions, to pass the Dwina at Goriany and attack 
Poloizk in the rear, had nol been ablo to constmet a 
bridge, the pontoons and materials not having arrived 3 
bul fearing that Steingell might be. overpowered hy 
§. Cyr if ho romained inactive, he had resolved on 

Xx 
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bombarding Polotzk: Sleingell's yuna, however, 
being heard in the morning, he changed lis ilention, 
and made his dispositions to carry the town by storm 
40 soon as opporlunity might fivour, 

The next morning AteingelPs advance drove Corb. 
neau from the banks of the Ouchazs ut. Cyr had 
contrived Lo wilhdvay, mpereeived by Wiltgenstein, 
a portion of his troops from Polotak, and to pass then 
about mid-day across the Dwina at appoint which ena 
bled him to reinforce and heal Corhinewt, who was 
watching Stolngell’s advance in front of the dete of 
Brononain—a defilo of Ureo wiles long, heyoud 
which Steingell with his main force Tad halted. 

Ab Polowk the dey iad also passed in’ midual 
observations bub about the close, Prince fachwill, 
who had been directed “to wateh the enemy's move 
mons in the down, and open his guts on it so soon as 
ho might see any indications of retro,” thotght he 
poresived symptoms of withdrnwel, in whieh suspicion 
he wes coufirmertl by a fire breaking ob in the bumaecks 
of tho division Legrand: he therefore hegan to ean 
nomule fhe corps on the skirts of the (own, and the 
town itself; the enemy hastily retived frame the eumps 
behind the entrenchments, bub then vatimed Ute eu 
nonade, whieh continued with activity part of the 
night, 

Tho town had heen very soon se in flames, and ab 
midnight tho Russia storming parties had orders to 
mike their attack,” in which they were exposed o 
view by a blaze of light fron the burning honses, 

‘The Swiss vogiinent bebind the palisnded entroneli« 
ments fought gallantly, but after two hours’ cortest the 
Russian militia, passing over a bridge v hundred paces 
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long, reached the raving of the Polota, and eating 
down the puisades with thoir axes Gvhich avery Rus. 
aian knows how bo handle doxterously md forcibly) 
opened away into (he streets, 

S. Gyr had already passed the Divi with his 
cavalry, and the greater part ois infuatry and panes 
ut thal portion whieh remained disputed obstintely 
the advance of the Russians, breaking down the 
» bridges after crossing, and opposing every impedimont. 
A. thousand men, with ono gun, not heing able to with- 
draw, laid down their arms. 

Tho cnemy’s loss during the two days’ combat had 
exceeded six thousand men, including two thousand 
prisonors; and 8, Gyr himself was severely wounded, 

Tho Russiun loss was also severe: ten generals and 
chiefs of the 8. Petersburg and Narva militin wore 
wounded," and five thousand men Iilled andevounded, 

Tho onemy abandoned great magazines ip’ Polotak, 
the Russian prisoners telson in the hattlo of the 18th 
of August, and some wounded officers captured by the 
cavalry the preceding ovouing. 

Before 8. Cyr quilted Polotzk, ho had further voin- 
forced the corps opposed to Stoingoll by a Swiss and 
0 Bavarian veginent; and on the 20th Wredo, who 
hac taken the command of the whole, surprised Stein- 
gell’s advanced guard, and made two colonels, one 
major, fifleon officers, and cighteon hundred nen of its 
tavo chasseur regiments prisoners, ‘This disaster, which 
chequered tho success at Polotzk, was a gront mortifi- 
cation to Witigenstoin, Lut ho sent Gonoral Sagonolf 
with ton thousand mon lo Steingell’s aid. 

* Naniea of ninoof the woundad Gonoiale—Balk, Gusnor, Pilnco Sabieuk, 


Mastow, IMeblich, Sagonoff, Rudiger, Mardanowo sony, Bibikow, 
x 2 
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Wittgenstein had heen tistracted to tum the 
right of S. Gyr, and ont off his conmuntention with 
Victor s” but as he had tot been able to pass Ue Dwina 
at Gorinny, that-olject could nob be aceomplishen, 

Cyr had shown great fimmess tnd prudence in 
his dofonce of Polotvie whilst the corps of Steingoll and 
Wittgenstein wore kept apart, and in his manconvres 
to prolong that separation. 

Much timo was required to replies ‘tho bridges of 
Polotvk, the river being very rapids hub in order not 
to logo more then was necessary, Witkeonstein directed 
* two squadrons of the hussus df Crodine and: tye 
regimouts of Cossacks to swim across,” which they did, 
and cleared the loft hank of the onemy’s partios, 

On the 28rd Steingell, reinforced by Snyonoll, 
passed the Dwine and-pushed to Zaproudie, wheneo 
he detached five thousand men under Wlastoll to 
watch Miledonali.” 

Tho “bridges of Polotuk- heing repaired, Wittgen- 
stoin, Jeaving two Chousund five Tmmdred men in gure 
vison, crossexl to the left inne of the Dwinin. 

Legrand, having sueceaded to the connnand of the 
and corps in consequenvo ofS. Cyn's wonnd, retired 
leisurely on the Oule to npprowh Tehasniki and siamo, 
Wrede, with the dth corps, followed his movemont, 

. but, after reaching Seliteho, turned on Koublontehi 
ail Gnbokoio to cover Wilna, tho roverso olf tho 
Boresina, and tho adjacont country to the Wilin, 

A. purty of Stoingell’s ob Selitche fell in with and 
eaptured the Bavarian Dogyawo st in one of the fourgons 
touty-two standards wero fount, 

On tho 26th an attack was made on the enemy's 

reurguard ab Lepel, but it was repnlsed, 
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On the 29th Stoingell and Witlgonstein joined ab 
Lepel ‘Cho united fore, oxchisive of the five thou 
and detached raider Wlastoll, and the two. thousand 
five hundred left in Polotzk, amounted to thirty-two 
thonsand combatunits, 

Those. thirty-two thousand were then separated into 
four divisions, mnougst which a hundred and ton piceos 
of cannon were distributed, Princo dachwill, Steingoll, 
Bay, and Tooke were appointed tathe commands, 

Logrand, having eon: joined in his retreat by a 

_ division of Victor's, who. was: on mareh from Smo- 
lensk to join him with two othor divisions, took up 
position at ‘Tehasniki, 

On the 80th Wittyonstein rondhedl Slohadka, searcely 
two miles distant, 

Qn the 8 ist, ab seven in the morning, Prince Jachwill 
commence the attack, from whieh the enemy did not 
shrinks baton the avrivel of Steingell's forcogfchusnikt 

vag carried by the bayongt, and -the onemy ll back 
ona paraial position hebween Tehasnili and tho Sou- 
doulin. ; 

The Grodno hussars attompted fo pioree, through 
tho cnemy's cavalry in-tho centre, behind which his 
infutyy was forming, dub not being supported, were 
checked, aud obliged to regain the general alignments 
Prince Jachwill pressed on the onemy’s right vigo- 
rously 3: Steingell atlacked a wool ocenpied by their 
left, and soon forced it, 

The cavalry pursued the left tothe Loulolmia, and 
Legrand, withdrawing ul his troops over 16, re-formed 
on tho left of ‘Vietor, who had taken post on* the 
heights of Smolinutsy, whero he was joined during the 
combat by another of his divisions. 
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Tho Russians, under cover of thelr gums, enden- 
voured lo pass the bridge; Uiiv abtlempt was inedtec 
tual, bub aftor an action whieh Imd lasted) fen hones, 
tho onomy’s batteries wero silenced, mud Victor retired 
on Loukolm, 

Tight hundved prisoners fell into the hands of the 
Russtang, aud the mambor of killed and worded wag 
considerable. 

Tho Russians logh about five Iimdred men, 

On tho 1st of November Vielor reticed on Sienno, 
und on the th to Czerein. 

Wiltwonslein contimied ub Tehesnili, but on the 
6th dotached General [urpe with (vo sqiudrons, some 
Cossacks, favo bablations, wil four gins, “to merch on 
Wilopsk by both hanks of the Pwinn” ‘Mhis general, 
in tho first instance, to remove any xuxpicion of the 
cnlorprige, diveclol his movernent on Bechonkowiesi, 
whore ho fonnd a Freneh hospital of several hundred 
wounded, Tlalding there a, day or twa, ts if lis ex. 
pedition hat terininaled, Je smldonty renewed hig 
mareh, aad moved on lo the-poiat of lis Gene destin 
tion. ‘ 

The surprise on both anki wes completaly snecosss 
fal, and wn aitompt to buen the bridge filed, uhe 
flames being quickly extinguished by the Russinis, 

Aflor a short comlat a part of the garrison fled on 
Tdosna, and Genoral Pougest and theese hundved moit 
wore taken, with very valublo muyguxines, 

Wittgenstein, finding that Macdomull was inactive, 
tid that Wrede was menueing his right wing byw 
movemonk on Dokehitzy, rocnlled Whastof! with his 
five thousand mon, aid sent Mock, with the reserve, lo 
Lepel, 
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Vielor, urged by the despatehes received from 
Berthior, as avealy given, “to drive Witlgonstein 
hack across the Dwina the Tinperor and necessity 
enjoining Ghat ablompt”—advanced on Che £10 from 
Gzereia lo Loukolms and Oudinol, who had recovered 
from his wound and joined his corps (the 2nd), 
marched with it on Bobr hy Kholopeniezi, in confor. 
ily with tho same orders, “that he might agb as the 
advaneed guard to Napoleon’s army moving lowards 
the Boresina,” 

Witlgonstein, becoming ucquainted with theso move- 
monts, carried his ‘amy to the right of the Oula, to 
occupy and defond tho position of Smoliantsy. 

On tho 18th of Novomber the onemy attacked the 
advanced gtd of the Russians new Alsiouly, under 
Aloxsiol; and notwithstanding that Stoingell sent 
three regiments of infantry to sustain it, the whole 
were driven buck with much loss within less than two 
iniles of Simoliantay. ‘ 

On the morning of the 14th Vietr continued tho 
movement on (he route of Czcroia lo Sinoliantsy. 

At eleven o'clock the engngement began on the 
right of the Russian position. 

The troops i front liad been directed to fall back 
at dvaw the enemy under the cross fire of a battery 
established on the high ground in front of the coutye 
and behind the village of Sinolianlsy.” The lure sue- 
cooded, Several columns, one afler‘auother, ondea- 
voured to fores this point, but it was a fruitless ox- 
peudilure of conrago and lilo. 

The enony also tried to inake an impression on the 
Russian, left by a charge of cavalry on masse, but 
a masked battory discomited that alfort, 
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Victor thon direeled his principal attek aguings 
tho villago of Smolianiay, wud penetrated to the foot 
‘of. the heights on which tho battery Uuvé Tad wlrondy 
vecastoned them so mnch loss was established shut 

the Russians charged down with the Imyonet and 
regained the village, which was won and lost five 
times during the action. 

Tho enemy at longth, unable to ae tho five of: 
the Russinn gins, suspended for some Gime thelr 
tacks, ut towards ovening renewed them, and again 
evovered the village, from whieh they were as quickly 
riven by tho regiment Sewlk, ©" 

Vietor, finding w resistanes that endangered the 
sufoly of his whole force, instead of exposing: the 
Russians to tho issue proposed hy the attack pdr 
Borthier’s instructions, dosisted from further ation, 
und left tho field of battle by a later movement on 
his right lo tho road of Beehonkowiexi, with the loss 
of above three thousand qwen, theluding: nine Inmneared 
peisonors, Tho Russiuns hind Jost allogethor as many, 
including tho Joss sustained hy Aloxsie? on lis retreat 
tho preveding evening, 

On the 16th Victor quitted. his position and filed 
his force on Sionno, within view of the Riessivis, and 
undisturbed by them, which occusioned some surprise, 

us Wittgenstein avas a chief who had throughout ma 
uifested the most active audacity end purseverunce. 

Tho Rusgiaus reoeenpied the former position of 
Tehasniki. 

On the L7th Vietor, haying seeured his communi 
cation with Oudinot dud Napoleon's arnry, reautvanced 
to Oulianowiezi, wid on the 20th lo Cvereia. 

- On tho 22nd, reeviving notice that ' Napoleon had, 
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reached Bobr, tht a Russhin corps was marching by 
Babinowiesi on Siemno, and that Platow had passed 
Toloozin,” ho retived on Kholopeniozi. 

Te thig rotrograde movement his rear guard, ander 
Parthonucaux, supported by a Dutch regiment, was 
attucked now Baty by Wlastoff, and suffered se- 
verely, the wholo of the Dutch regiment being vither 

“filled or wounded, 

On: the. 26th Victor reached Ratuliczi, and there 
formed the rear guard of Napoleon’s army. 

On the sume day Wittgenstein arrived at Kholope- 
niewl, and on the 26th at Baran, 


Having thus traced tho operations. and movements 
of the different corps vonverging on tho line of tho 
Boresina, to ussist in he reseue ar be prosent at the 
destruction of Napoleon and the Moscow wimy, before 
opening the eoneluding scenes of the grand. tragie® 
drama it will not be an unprofitable expenditure. of 
time to carry Dick wttention to tho principal Incidents 
of tho. cumpaign, as they allectud tho fortune and issue 
of the main contest; and especially to note those over 
which skill aud bravery on the one land, or on the 
other ervor or accideil, perversity of judgment, or 
causes boyond the reach of hmnun vision presided and 
ruled, 

Tho consequence of an advanegd defensive aystom 
on such an oxtensive: frontier, penetrated at various 
points hy au overwhelming. invading. force, naturally 
aud unavoidably subjected the. remotely posted corps 
to- hazardous retrograde aid flank movements. 
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Doctorow’s corps, suutioned at Lida, when Ute onemy 
passed the Niemen at Kowno, fomut itself in this pre. 
dicamont; and having lo rim the gauntlet along tho 
front of various columns secking to plorea and inter. 
copl ity route of relveal, oxlrteuied ilsel! from (hose 
dangors by an extraordinary vetivily und under judi. 
cious direction which moritod the greatest: conmon« 
dation. Dovokol’s successful condueb of his detach 
ment was equally praiseworthy 5 bab tho amount of 
his force was not sufficient to exercise any inflience 
on tho campaign. - 

‘The whole rotrograde movement of the second army 
under Bagrathion, from Wolkowieh to Smolensk, was 
a series of porils growing out of 1 confusion of orders 
il culeulaterd as lo time and obstacles, as well ay dis 
lance from the appointed rendezyons. — Tron these 
porils ho ably and bravely disengaged himself; op. 
posing cnergetic resistance whenever be lad a reason: 
able hope of cheeking fhe enemy's progress, and 
foiling by his fudefitigable vigihuweo tho plan pros 
Jectod for his own entanglement aud etreunyontion 
bub Bagrathion, th must he sted withont wiy inten 
lion of dolracting from Tin merit, lad the auxiliary 
bonellt of local knowledge in wi ae of wide range 
for tho furthor suourtty of his miovementy, and for 
aiding his ovasion from hostile toily, which were 
neither skilfully sot nor vigorously drawn, 

The relent of tho first wmy from Deissi on Wilepsk 
without molestation feom the enemy, ready in al 
vaneo to that point, was a felicitous chance, avising 
from the Inetdent of w partial affair nab mule Napo- 
leon hesitate, undor the idea that Barclay was about 
lo nssume tho offensive on the Wilna, line; Iut this 
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iden was o very iinportant misapprehension: it 
yopaired the error of the original dispositions hy 
asswwing the connestion und concentration of the first 
and second armies “ to cover tho Museovite eapital.” 

Amongst the most prominent instances of the re- 
jectod fuvours of fortune, dunot’s conduch in the aftnir 
of Loubino—or, as the enemy enllod i, Waloutina 
Gora——must ever bo considered the chiof If was in 
fach ultorly incomprehensible, Mnving passed the 
Dnioper, he had only to mareh on the high road thee 
or four miles and establish himself op me eminence that 
commanded the outles of tho defile in which Barclay’s 
column, with its immense artillery and material, was 
weonding its slow way wong alnost impassuble roads, 
That eminence could have heen held, wil that owblet 
closed, against every sulying eflort of despair, 

Individuals might have saved themselves, but the 
troops who composed nut colum, which a few days 
allorwaydy disputed the positjon of Borodino with such 
obstinate valour and loody onslaught, instead of 
boing pregorved for that geeasion to signaliza their 
devotion, and rondor tho cnamy's success tributary to 
thefy own fame, would have heen aurble to fight-or 
fall with honow, and imust ingloriously have laid 
down their ars, 

The donial of support to Ney in his want of srength 
to force tho gallant sercon «der the omlers of 
Touchkolf, aggravates tho chargo of prejudicial and 
most unaccountable inertness against this always here- 
lofore intyepid and energetic penoral, Counsel and 
courage could have availed the Russians nought 
against tho controlling circumstances of posilion.” They 
wore fottered victims, comprossed within a space 
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that permitted ouly an iinpotont alittle 5 mud yor 
they cluded their fate by their adlversios conti. 
maciously declining to grap the toudored cligpognl of 
thoir destiny. 

Russia, again, owed the preservation of the glovions 
romains of the army of Borodino, whieh was the basis 
of her subsequent Ctimph, to (he suppleness of the 
cnemy’s pursnil after (he evacuation of Moseow, which 
supinoness allowed the wheel to he eounsleded fom 
the Kolomna to the Kalonge row! oa movement (iat 
changed instantancously the velutive condition of tho 
two annics converting the threatened inte (ie 
threatonar, and throwing the enemy upon a delinsive 
that could not he maintained, 

Woll would it have heen for Napoleon if, recog. 
nising the jeopardy af tis station, he Ind altended 
only lo military measures of protection, tisteud of 
hartiouving expeetations fram. poliien] intvigtes, that 
dolayed (he execution of those queusuves titi they 
werd loo Into to seeure his silly, 7 

Napoleon entered Mogeaw on the Ting hkoplome 
her, tnd the evacuation did not commence th 18th 
of Oelobor- Uhittytour cays af delay, in which his 
foreo was daily deterionting whilst the Rirsshing wore‘ 
gathering strength; but had he been satistied with a 
fortnight's, or oven a threa weeks’ repose, no whilty 
ferocity, nono of tho disusters which oecasioned the 
loss of tho Viceroy ab the Vop, and of the bridges 
over the Beresing, would lave veered (o eppose im 
podiments; and the Russian amy mider Kutusow, 
who was always unyilling (0 nel, olfeasively or defen. 
sivoly, would have heeu veally in a comparatively 
ineffleiont slate to embarrass and seriously distress’ 


’ 
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his rotrent. Tat Napoleon so wished, he could live 
established and maintained, his wiuler quarters on 
tho Dnieper, aud he might then lave boasted ofa sue 
cossion of splendid achievements Chat nul earvied his 
glandar] lo the contral sew of fhe Russi empire 
that had ovcasioned dhe destruction of is expital, the 
pront cuportium of the national wealth, and the desu 
lation of sume of ils riches! provinces—bonata painga 
to humanity, but which in all times have beon mado; 
while the facts upon whieh they are founded have been 
eclobrated a8 uevessorics lo the martial fine of the 
invader, . 

Ie might then, in defianeo of Austria qromlous for 
Gallicia, have proclaimed the restoration of Poland, 
and rendered (he position af Russia as an Murepean 
power dependent on lis own will, But here his pride 
was stayed; and thongh many a ray of glory was por 
milled to bean on his firthor eurcer, that slar which 
had so long Jed him to the avguisition of dominion 
hover aguin, from-the lingeriug hone i which he loft 
Moscow, shod ila guiding and protecting light upon 
his courdd. 

Kutugow ab the Ozernleznia, by counteracting lis 
own onlers, by his yeto on Beningson’s support of 
Orloff Denisof already in possession of Kasplia, anc 
by hia ew'b on tho cohunns that had boon disposed to 
purstio nnd press on tho onemy, gave life, liberty, and 
vrodit to the corps of Murat and Poniatowski, whose 
preservation was ossential for the defensive efficiongy 
of tho Moscow army, about to commence ils rotlring 
movomonis. 

At Malo-Jaroslavels Napoleon unwisely and rashly 
rejected the opportunity presomfed by Kutusow for a 
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miligatory reparation of (he error which he had eon. 
mitled by his (oo Jong sajoun in Moscow. To 
anfered himself to be genred hy his owre inayshiufon 
of the power whieh his adversury possessed from 
freo Wasi by Che rontes of KRalongge ov Mecyusk, 
oither of whieh yvoutos would uve: faenished al tho 
requisite’ supplies, ant conduetet ba with: ease ond 
sufoly lo his destination. Et would have hee wll for 
his forlimes and fame if on the morning of the 85th of 

. Oclobor ‘ho had, liko Cermaniens, as Taeitts records, 
“whon behind the barbarinis hoy a morass, and in 
rear of the Romans a river unl desoliution, determined 
that mdour was his only hegw, and vietory his only 
safely” 

Ab Winzma, whero Kidusow might Inve arrived 
boforo Napoleon with hia Guards hid passed, Matin 
granted a ponk dor Co ee three coups of Divoust, 

‘of Poniatowski, and af the Viewwoy and Ney; 
they could have foul no lino for retreat excoph 
under his guns, even f they could Tave efleeted a 
passage of (ho river ag Wivazinn (whose beidges he 
might) have destroyed) under Milamndlowlleh’s the: 
ane of these carps, Darvous(s, wis, necarding to Noy's 
despateh, “already ino stile of fetal disorganizn 
tion 

To facte no Timman mens vould have anyed them 
oxcept Kulusow's wilfid absences and fiat. 

At Kiasnoi, where Napoleon was, in spite of Ku. 

. bysow's wishes amd deyiow: ways, not edased, Dut 
stalked doun-—-whore he sload like the stag “panting 
for Tilo, mud batling with his antlers at the worrying 
hounds, feeding (heir Inmgry nostrils with the seont, 
and bellowing for thethuntsmun'a signal to apring on 
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theip prey "al Keasnoi, where Katusow might 
have concluded be war willt Joss of less than five 
(honsand ment the most extravagant calenation of 
the anost desperie throes of resixinuee,  Kithisow 
again charger his: couseionee and his reputation with 
the responsibility af the eseapos hud as Alexander 
wrote, after Che evaenttion of Moscow, * postorily 
will severely fridge Che vet, 

The deteution of the whole amiy from the 17th to 
the 20th ab Krasnoi, on pretext “of intercepting (he 
shaltered corps of Ney,” vedueed to seven thousand 
combatants, which service was afler all bal imperfectly 
executed, wilh all the dilatory anc discursive marches 
subsequently made (o avoid harassing Nepoleon in 
his fight over the Duieper, ancl inovensing his danger 
in the passage of (he Boresina-—-theso were bub eon 
sialont secuenees of a predetermination “to make the 
victor weep, lo seo tho vanquished fly!” 


ce ee 


Tu Bunnag, 


Napoleon quitied Orava on the evening of tho 20th 
for Barany, bwelye miles on the rond to’ Borigow. 
The next day ho moved to Kokhanowo, 

On tho 22nd to Toloesin. 

On the 28rd to Bobr, 

On tho 21st his reny-guard quilted Orsza, burning 
the tivo bridges, —- 

Tlis foveo lind been strengthened by the garrison of 
Orsve and that of Mohilow, twelvo hundred strong, 
which ho met on march to Bobr; algo by a depdt of 
etvalry from Gorki on roulo to Matislaw ; and the 
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wWholo proceeded towards the Beresiua. in the following 
ovder — 

Advanced Guard, Jnnot, 

Zujonizel, 

Corard. 

Noy, 

Vieovoy, 

Rear Grand, Dayvourt, 

Berthior, on the 22nd, wrote from ‘Toloezin to 
Ondinol that he must “find out & proper point of 
passage aver the Beresina, eousdruel twa heidyes at 
it, and cover them hy redoghtse’ This passage 
must be sceuredl hy lo-morrow Ue 2ard, or at latest 
by the 24th, Wo aust know the direction, for if tn 
the neighbourhood of Beresino, wo must quit Che road 
of Bobr to Borisov. ‘Tho Minperor in this evists 
tnsis to your zonl and alection” 

Tue short time afterwards Napoleon determined (o 
abandon (he inteution of moving om Beresina, about 
forty miles below Borisow, and thenve gadiiig Minsk 
hy the road of Tgumon, ‘Civ mevement would 
havo thrown him into the Tine of Kutisow's march, 
whilst 'chichagow could hive apposed his passage of 
the river, 

No reasonable hopo could be entertained of forcing , 
& prssngo al Lorisaw; for though the town tad heen 
recovered, the Lirklge lad heen eut and burnt, wid the 
Russians oveupied the le dy pont and the ground 
that dominated over tho only points which might still 
liave permitled the ablempt lo cross, 

Napoleon therefore resolved to select a ford in the 
neighbourhood of Wesselowe, about thiriyy miles 
hove Borisow, which was nurked in his map as prac 
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tienblo, and dhonee, if necessary, fo gain the road lo 
Wilna. 

Tu anather letter to Otulinet, dated Polocain, Youd 
of November, LL saan, Berthior again wrote: & Try to 
make yoursell master of the ford of Wosselowo aa 
goon as possible: having passed, wo can fall upon the 
onemy in the (éo die pont of Rorlsaw, and then 


‘march on Minsk, or proceed by Wileika, which road 


you fond practionhle 5 but de sins? great and chief 


“objoct ts to seoure a passe aevose the Deresina,” 


An order was sent ab the samo time to Vielor 
“to oceupy the road whieh leads from Lepel to 
Wossclowo and Bovivow, that he might cover the 
right ond rear of the army during tho passage, against 
Witigonatdin;” but Victor dad already commouced 
his movement (o the Toft hy Batuwey and Ratuliea 
on Borisow. 

Generals hid, Chasscloup, and Jomini, with all the 
sappors, miners, and ponloniers, were sont off to aid 
Oudinot in tho eonstrnetion of the Lkidges + unfortu« 
nately for that rerviee, favo complete sets of pontoons 
amounting to sixty, had beon abuntoned and bunt al 
Orsze, for want of horses, = 

Ordors were again issued “for wil the useless ear. 
Nages, Lumbrils, &e,, to be burnt; for all draughi-horses 
to be given up to tho artillery; for the baggage nob 
indispengably necessary to be destroyed; and for the 
mounted officers o he formed into two troops or 
companies under Grouchy and Sebastiant.” 

Evory provident measure was taken that could 
roliove the oxigoney: 

Napoleon put forth all the strougth and resources of 

Y 
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his mind to master agabi the adverao: elreumelances 
that had combined to replies him in the jeopardy 
from whieh he had boen hefore, and tit xo recently, 
delivored. 

Oudinot Jost no time in executing his instructions 
according to their spirit, bud selected Studenti,* tavelye 
niles from Borisow and about three nenrer than Wes 
selowo, to consivuct his bridges, 

General Corbineau, with a brigade of cavalry, coming’ 
from Polotal: aftor ils evacuation to rejoin Victor, had 
passed, on the 21st of November, at the ford vt this 
point, to avoid Tchichagow’s aemy 5 and nude his 
roporl, “that the ford was then only three feet and a 
half deep, and that a great mursh hy on the right bul, 
which, when frozen, would beur-urcillery 5 ‘that a little 
hill about half a milo from Lhe river, and on whieh the 
village of Brill stood, commanded Ue aersh sue the ; 
about half mile beyond man the high-roud from 
Zembin ta Rovisowe - 

Russian bivdune fives were now seen ab Upill and, 
boyond, but there being w line of heights on the left 
bank from whieh the nears contd he swept with the 
guns, this sito was considered tho most eligible ; and 
this. notwithstanding that Cloner Aubry of the artil 
levy, who had been sent to inspect, found that dhe ford 
had-deepened to five feet of water, inatend of three 
and a half, its depth at the time Corbineun passed ih, 
and that the river was above cighty yurds wide, 

Proparations were therefore directed to be made” 
forthwith. I'rees were cul, and the wood of the bam- 
lets and of tho village supplied dome mutertals; but 


. _* Or Btudelanka, 
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when Generals [ble anid Chasseloup arrived on the 
oventng of the 26th, they found tit nothing in fret 
was. advaneed 5 for the thmlers and trestles: (or, sip 
portors) were (oo fragile aul werk, und the poutoniers, 
sappers, antl mifiers whom hoy brotghé with Gem tad 
to commonee the work anew. 

‘The desteuction of the pontoons at Orsza was now 
peactleally felé to be a sensible loxs 5 for if only fifteen 
of the sixty had been preserved, a bridge might have 
been coustrreted in Gye or diree hours, 

Two bridges wore forthwith begun, and pluced about 
two hundred yards distant from each other: tht on 
the right was appointed for the passage of cavalry 
and iufantey 5 thaton the left, whieh was broader aud 
stronger na some vemaiis of an old bridge were fond 
there, for the artillery, tumbrils, and carvinges, 

of The frost Tind revonmieneed with violenea on the 
» Mth, 

The river was full of doating ies, In many parte 
tho ford was six, foot deop, and ite hrfadch, probably 
by the intervening thaw, lad heon inereaserdl: ta. a 
hundred and ten yards, = 
o ‘Rhis frost was “a, mingled yarn of good.and 01” for 
Napoleon; good, ag it hardened the surface of the 
marsh beyond, und aasured practionble transit: when 
reached—bad, as ‘it wugmented the general distress, 
and addod intensely to the Inbour and suflering of 
the workmen toiling day and night-in the tee-binding 
stream. oe 

Tn order. to distract. tho ‘attention of tho Russians 
from the Studenki-ford, demonstrations were made at 


different points of the river, aud especially at Borisow, 
te? 
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on which town the whole moh of followers, non 
combatants of the tuay unounting to nmny> thou. 
sands, was directed, as well us a considerable hody of 
troops, 

Napoleon reached Borisow tn the evening of the 
26th with his Guard, 

The second corps marched direet on Stutenki. 

Noy was betwoen Lochnitau and Nemonitea, 

Tho Viceroy ab Nunez, 

Davoust hotween Naeva and Kroupki, 

Vielor ab Ratuliezi, 

The Admiral contiined stationed ou the right bank 
of the Beresina hefere Borixow and Studeukt and Wor 
sclowo, with posts at Stakhow and in frontolOukaloda, 

Wittgenstein was ab Barn, bnbsix thousnud of his 
troops were detached in pusuib of Vietor, 

Kiulnsow at Kopys, on the Dnieper; Milaracdowileh 
with his advancedl guard vb Stavoselie, 

On this suno day, the 86th, Ohe Adiniral recotyo 
nolico from Kutwow “that Napoleon intended to 
pass tho Beresina ab Beresino,” wel an imporative 
order “lo move on that menaced poind with sufficient 
force to oppose Uhe wl leapt.” 

Lhe Acinival ind his officers doubted the aecaraey 
of this information; nevertheluss the Admiral, nob 
choosing to take upon Timsoll the responsibility: of 
leaving open that passage afler such positive ndmo- 
nition and instruction, marched immedintely with the 
division Woinoll to Chaluchewieal, wud pushed ona 
detachment of cnvalry to Beresino, 

Langovon rentained hofors Burisow, Tehaplita, in 
obecionce to his ordors from the Admival, quitted 
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Studenki to unite with Langeron, afer leaving only 
a vogiinent of tifmtry, one of hussary, somo Cossacks, 
and lavelve gis, fo wateh the ford. Before finally 
romoving, however, he advised tho Admiral “ that 
ho was Hiulisfed that the enemy were throwing bridges 
noross ab thi pointy’ bat the order of Kutusow was 
so previso that even thon uo deviation was thought 
advisable, 

Rutusow, designedly ‘or undesignodly, was thus 
again the preservor of Napoleons for error, if ervor it 
word, might have heen avoided by a cloxor pursuit, 
which would have kept Napoleon in view, instend of 
maintaining systematically an interval of four marches 
behind, and thug wallowing hin fall Intitude for the 
solection of the yonle he might deem most expe. 
diont after reaching Bobr, which formed tho point of 
tho triangle with Borisow and Beresino, from which 
it was nearly oquidistunt, 

The Aduival's whole disposable foreq did nob 
anownt bo thirty-bwe thousand mon, pf which tvelvo 
thonsand were cavalry: with {his foreo ho had a Tite 
not only bo wateh, lit to defend (being left by the 
Marshal's ahsenee isolated), of at lenst sixty miles, 
in weather the moxl unfavourable for vigilance and 
movemont, ' 

The enemy's forea ab this period has heon variously 
estimated, Ineluding every deseription of persons ap- 
proaching tho Boresina who depended for their safety 
On & passage heing effoclod by Napoleon, tho grand 
total might amount to seventy or cighly thousand 
souls, of which the combatetis did not exceed forty 
thousand, 
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futine ys Casuhy, 
Ol Guard... Le Patobyrs 2. L000), 
Young (final ss .. Morten 6. A000, 
Cavalry of the Gard .. Hossiivess 1,500 
Tb Corps vee we Davewah L500 6, 
2nil Corps with eee Omiliuet .. 000. 1,800 
and Minake Cerrison 
Sth Corpse. ee ge Tho Virorny 16000, 
Brd and Sth Corps, Divi- 
sion Olapavide, Mohiluw) Noy... 000 100 
CGanvinon .. ra ve 
Sth Corps 6. vee ot Pe 
Oth Corps oe ee ee Viet 2,000 1,200 


th Corpa of reserve | Latour ‘tno 
Cavalry s+ es a) Manhourz " se 

Toul 4. oe BE, 100 6,050 * 

Retna et RUDMALISERIR 


Jo this foreo may he added about four thousand 
armad arlillorymen, escorts, henlquarter guard, &e, 
and the vest amish como inde the denamination of 
nomeombatuds and men who did not fill into. the 
ranks «useless bands, and worse thin useless months, 

Two rons led from Borisow to Studenki, one direct 
on Wessolowo, the other a eross vor running along 
(he hauk af-tho Bevesing, but eveiding tte hends and 
sinuosities, . 

Napoleon quitled Borisow al night, stopped at: 
Starol Borigow, tvo miles off) and reacherl Studenti 
emly on the morning of the 26th, where he mot 
Ondinot. The delay in the coustrnetion of the bridge 
eaused him much disappointment, but he immediately 
erowned (ho hill of Studeuké with sixty pieces of cane 
non (his whole park of aetillery now again consisted, 
hy the Jauction of Ondinot and Vietor, of ave hundeod 
and sixty pieces lolerably horse) to commend the 
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opposite mursh-land, and sent some horscmon through 
tho river, whom he soon supported by fow hundred in- 
faulry, passed on to rafts each of whieh held ton mon. 

This forlorn hope then advanced on Brill and took 
possessialt, 

Homo Cossnekea with Gvo pieces of light artillery 
fred a couple af sholg and then yelired, ag thoy could 
not suslain the superior fire from Stadenki ; but noigo, 
not execution, ought lo have been tho object -of the 
Russian officer in charge of this post, to convey in 
the most rapid way the intelligence of the passage to 
the Adiniral. a ; 

At one o’elock in the afternoon the bridge on the 
right was reporter! passable through ho extraordiuary 
diligenco and exertions of General blé and his coad- 
jutors, 

Napoleon, who had never quitted the spot, instantly 
omlerad the corps of Oudinot “to fle by him and 
nerosy.”  Speetators alliim that “ the corps prosonted 
a very vogular body, and manifested the best spirii.” 
A. clelachinent of the corps moved on Stalhow in the 
direction of Borisow, nnd kept tho Russiang in cheek, 
whilst another detachment proceeded by the right to 
seaure the Zembin road, on the possession of which 
depended tho safoty of the army for its march on 
Wilia by Molodeczno. : 

About five miles from Studenki the road to Zembin 
lay through « boggy wood whieh tho liltle river 
Gama intorseeted; over this river thore were threo 
woolen bridges, cach two hundred yards Jong, and 
separaled from cach other by about gs many yards, 
Had tho Russians burnt or destroyed thogo bridgos, 
the route would have been inreparably closed against 
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the ehomy’s progress; but their dota¢hmont’ found 
them, uninjured, aud entered Zembin LL wy 
opposition. 

It was near five o'vlodk before tho lott be lilo it 
Studenki was. ready. for the transit af carriages. The 
artillery of, the 2nd corps of the Guned immediately 
commencod their march across it. Ney, arriving, fol. 
lowed during the night; but the bridge for the earviages 
breaking twice, great delay oceurred, and mutch con 
fasion onsucd from.-the irragularity of the drivers 
choking up tho entrance, : 

Tho pioncers and their follow-workmen hdefudipably 
exerted spowors of endured and hour which on 
titled thom to a high meed of praiso: the Beresina 
was for thom & monument of reputation. 

‘The passage was continued all the 27th, by the 
corps successively arriving a6 Studenki, : : 

Parthounoaux, with his. brigade, had heen left by 
Victor at Borisow as. a rear guard, to mareh when 
order was recvived for his depurtire ; hut Wittgen- 


stein, who had renehed: Kosteitau on the with, found | 


himself nearer. to tho point of passage ab Student 
than. the cnomy’s rear guard left ab Borisow. 
Napoléan, who had passed the night in one of tho 
hamlets at Strdonki, and sineo daybreak hud been 
superintendiiig tho passage neross the bridges, where 
his remaining authority as well us pationce were 
sevoroly tested by tho disorders that required is 
continual intorforence, at one o'clock evossed on horse= 
back to the right bauk of the Beresiua, and took-up 
his quarters inthe hamlet of Zanewki, located in the 


widdle of the wood, ubout three miles from. the 


bridges, and-newr the roud to Boriaow. : 
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At four o’eloek the loft bridge broke down for’ the 
third time, and required three hours for its, repair 5 
during this pre the muldtude began to -sywern 
around the bridges and over the whale growutd-be- 
tween thei, wad Studenki was covered wlth carrtiges 
- qn the remaining tneumbrances of wi original army 
of above four limdred thonsuud mon. All direetin, 
contiol was lost; the wildest disorder -and -violongs 
prevailed 5 clexpaiy made savages of those who had: 
* strength onough left to contend; aul the helpless 
throng, unable to udvance, still perversely barred the 
approaches to the Ividges, as ff resolved on madking 
the ruin of all inevitable, 

During the night, the Viceroy, Davoust, and Latour 
Maubourg, collecting some armed detachments, forced 
a passage through this mags with great difficulty; but 
thore yet remntuerd on the left dnuk, exclusive of the 
division of Purthonnenix, the division of Gerard: with 
two brigades of light cavalyy. 

_ Wittgenstein, who hud reached *Kostritsa, and . 
whoa detachment of six thonsand] men under Wlastol? 
had arrived at Giskowo, was informed on the 26th in 
the-ovening, “that Vietor was ai Borisow, and that the 
passage of the amy waa being effected at Studenki.” 

There being no practiouble route for urtillery from 
Kostritsa to Studenki, Wittgenstein began his march 
on Staroi Borisow to intereept Victor, or pursue him 
if he already had passed to gain Stucenici, pant 

Platow, who was at Kholopeniczi, was ditected “to: 
march on Borisow 5" bué Yermolow,' who was at 
Kréupki. with his detachment,  and- Milagndowltch at 
Maliawka near <Bobr, were :both loo distant to take 
any part in. the projedted operation, 


880 SURRENDER OF PARTIONNEAUXS DIVISION, Nov, 1818, 


Wlastofl, with Wiltgenstoin’s advanced corps, at 
threo o'clock in the afternoon of the 27th reached the 
farm of Staroi Borisow. 

Victor with two divisions of his corps hail already 
passed, but a body of Hrench on retreat from Bovisow 
was fallen in with, attacked, broken, aud pursued, 
with logs of one gun and somo prisoners. Trem those 
“prisoners it was learnt “thet tho division Parthon 
neaux was approaching.” Wittgenstein, forming his 
army, sent a flag of trnoo to require: his snrvoncor. 
Parthonueanx detained tho flag, and contimed his 
advance. When in free of Stavoi Borisow and tho 
Russiang, ho deployed his force and attacked with 
vigour the Russian columns and hatteries ; he evon 
carried the faim, but was almost immediately driven 
out by a charge with the bayonet, in which some of 
the militia of Nowogorod showed prent intyepidity. 

Parthonneaux then attempted to fall back on 
Borisow; but Borisow was already oeenpied by Pla’ 
low ant Sislavia, Parthomnentx, finding his retreat 
ent off, domanded “to enpitulate:” whilst the par- 
leys wero being established he and fow lundred of 
his division gained & wood on his right, in hopes ; 
thatethey might pass behind the Russians and rench 
Studenkis but tho Cossacks of Czernozoukolf - fall- 
ing in with them mado all ‘prisoners; and ab 
seven o'clock noxt morning, on being mado acquainted 
with this capture, the whole division Inid vow its 
arms, 

Tho force altogether consisted of Geannls: Bellin, 

. Camus, and Delaitre, with betweon atx and’ seven 
thotsand men, including three thousand uon-com 
batants, and a brigade of cavalry composed ofa 
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Saxon and a Berg vogiment six hundred strong, in 
elective condition, with three guns. 

In. the night of the 27th andl 28th Yermolow 
voachadl Borisow with his corps; and the Admiral, 
who on the 27th had retraced his steps upon belug 
finally. convinced Ua the passage ab Btudented. was 
nota {eink on regaining the téte du pont of Bori- 
sow from Chahnchewiezi distant Jifteen miles, do- 
tached Pahlon to support Tehaplitz, who was still 
lodged in the woods between Brill and Bolehot Stak- 
how. 

Tho Russian guwds concerted an attack on both 
bouks. of the river, A. bridge of pontoons was con- 
stricted at Borisow, over which Yermolow passed 
with his detachinent to support the Admiral at Bole- 
hol Stukhow, where the Admiral, alter 2 march of 
vight miles, arrived on tho morning of the 28th. 

Wiltgonstein. moved on Studenki to force Victor, 
who was supposed to be coyering the passage, 

Diving the night of the 27th. md 28th little pro- 
gress was made by the enemy hn the passage of the 
Beresina. ‘Napoleon, therefore, desired that the bridges 
might be maintained during the day of the 28th 5- but 
ag Vietor, aftor Parthonneaux’s surrender, had only the 
division Gerard loft to occupy a considerable extent 
of position necessary for. their defence, the division 
of Dacndols was repasserd, which gaye him a total 
force’ of five thousnnd infantry and four hundred 
cavalry +. still there was a great want of artillery, for 
he had rotafved only the gung of his reserve, and - 
on account. of the embarrassed state of the bridges 
no more could be brought back; to remedy, in some 
measure, this deficiency batteries were established, by 
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Napoleon’s order, on the opposite unk to vid hin on 
his right with « flanking fre, 

A yivwlel bordered hry brushwaod covered hig 
fronts hig right rested on Uhe Berestna 5 Tis left was 
so weak in numbers that th could not be extended 
to a wood which lay it a short distance, aud his four 
hundred cavalry formed ils only appui. 

Ab cighb tn dhe morning dhe Admiral, with 
eighteen thousand infinlry and nine thousand cavalry, 
but which the ground did not permit him to develop, 
commenced on the right bank of the Beresina the 
aliack on Owlinot and Ney, who were posted with nine 
thousand iufamtey and (ftoen Tundeed cuvaley, with 
their right on the wood hordering the Borisow route, 
and their left on the Beresinn. , Oudinot defended the 
rjght and centre; Ney the left; Napoleon with hig 
Guard formed the reserve, The extent of the aligu. 
ment wes vhoul a nile wu a queria, Che ground 
was covered with open wogds, anda partial cultivation, 

Seven regiments of Russian chasseurs were thrown 
Into the wood betweou Stakhow and Brill, and kept 
up an active fire, Ondine being wounded, Noy took’ 
the whole command s and ahont ten o'clock, catlocting 
his cavalry and] supporting ib with cohimme of infantry 
and a considerable artillery, charged ou the chasseurs, 
who were trampled down or swept olf hefore they 
could reach Stakhow: ahont twelve hundred | wero 
killed or taken. 

Continuing their impulse and aneeess, they bore 
down on cight regithents of infantry, whom Sabiniel 
was conducting to the nid of Tehaplitz from the 
Admiral at Stakhow, Int whom Habinief, on aps 
proaching the wood, had scattered as tivaillewrs: 
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Tehaplilz, ub the heal of two squadrons of hussurs of 
Pavlograd, opportanely cheeked  thohr career, and 
gave time to rally the infuutry 5 but the enemy, by 
advaneing the two corps, had gained the side of the 
woot nearest Staldow, whenes thoy could not be 
dislodged, and where they coutinued for the remainder 
of the day’ ; 

The action was kept up till cleven at night, and 
cost hoth sides a losa of not less than fivo thousand 
men, : 

Oudinot, Legrand, and Zajonizek were amongst 
the onany'’s wounded 5 Dombrowski had been worded 
on the preceding day. 

Whilst this bloody and interesting combat had been 
carrying on by the enemy upon the right bank to 
afford an Increased chance of safely to their more 
unfortanate comrades still on the left bank, Wlastoff, 
about ton o'clock in the morning, avived and formed 
in front of Victor's position; theneo he directed 
on allack on the enemy’s loft with *the hussars and 
Jossneke, It this was foiled by Fonruior at the 
head of his cayulry, who was, howovor, repulsed when 
porsuing his snecess, by the Russian reserve, 

Diebiteh having established a battory of tivelye 
guns against tho onomy's right flank, tha shot pling. 
ing upon the muss gathered round the bridges caused 
a frightful seone of terror, sleuggle, aul carnage. 
Overset carriages blocked up the bridges; horses in 
hords without riders flow wildly about, bearing down 
all in their way; nunbers of mon and women who , 
atiempted to pass the river porished; numbers were 
dviven into the slrcam by tho pressure of those who 
weto farthest distant; numbers were thrown down, 
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trampled upon, and sufoented, Hawa a pandemoninn 
of horrors. 

Victor and his gallnnt band, nevertholess, un 
dountedly continucd their resisinnee, and mado 
repeated sallics on tho Rusyians as Chey encrouched on 
his posilion, notwithstanding thab the Russian artil- 
lory was overwhelmingly superior, and thirty-six pung 
kept incessantly pouring wir fires nor was it till 
nightfall (at that season and Jatitude soon aller to 
in tho afternoon) that Vielor was forecd lo imuke a 
conversion, and approach his bridges with his host, 
nob conquerors, but omobled by their valour and 
entitled to take rank amongst the proudest; for the 
Russians had also fought with groat buwery, and in 
no way favoured the onemy’s snecess hy any want of 
enorgy on their own part. 

Tho Russian forco in action (Steingell’s division 
being left lo disarm and secure Parthomnonwx's force) 
had not exceeded fourteen thousmidl men, of which five 
thousand were Ikled oy wounded, 

Tho enemy had lost threo guna, aul sevoral (hot 
sand killod, wounded, and prisoners, including the 
stragelors of other corps. 

As soon as the action ceased the wihgppy multitide 
lighted bivopae fires* on the borders of the rivor, 
where they lay oxhausted hy their agony of anxloty 
and want of food, 

The pontoniers under the direction of Goneral 
Eblé redoubled their Ilorculean offarts to eleny the 

* ‘hose fies wore chiefly mado of the wheels and athoy portiona of the 
abandoned carriagos and ammunition Lumbule, ‘Whatovar happonad to ho 
moat contiguotta was goized lo bo bunt on tho spot. "ha fequont oxplo- 


sions which took* place dwing tho night proved to bo tho blowing up 
of powder tumbrila thoughtlessly ignited, and apreading haves around, * 
’ 
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bridges nnd open an vuciemnbered passage to thom, 
Bvorything that omburrassed was Chrown into Uo river, 
and a trench was dug to prevent thet flood af masses 
pressing on their flanks whieh had proviotsly caused 
inuch of the disorder, 

At nine, Vielor with his artillory mul al but a 
roar guard passed. AL ono the transit was free, Liat 
the wearied crowd conld not be then awakened lo a 
senso of their danger, and, witil somo carriages wero 
burnt, refased to moye, 

The greater part, however, avero yeb deaf to porsua- 
sion, and insonsille 6 cousequences, |, 

A (orpor seized on their freulties ag well as limbs : 
they thonght no longer of the porils past, and wero 
quilo reckloss of the future, 

Faseinated to tho filal spot of destruction, frog 
which they had heen recently so cager aud so resolulo 
lo fly, they would nol, or could not, witicipate the 
renewing hovyors of the moming dawn, At five 
o'clock the Inst rear guard was withdvawn, 

This withdrawal roused them from their apathy : 
there was a goneral rush lo the bridges, and ina short 
timo the passage waa again vondored impracticnbla. 
All the dreadful scones of the former strngelos wero 
then renewed, ; 

Thlé had orders to destroy the bridges ab eight 
o'clock, but ho protracted the execution for half 
an how. ‘The flames then bural forth, and with them 
ascended a wailing shiick of anguish and despair to 
tho skies. Some sprang forward on the fiery platform, 
and were ingulfod or cousnmed; some dashed into 
the vivor, and, crushed by massive blocks of ico, 
rolled down the stream, enlling in vain for stiecour. 
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Tt was w conumingled herd: of men, womon, and 
childven, doing they knew hot what, lying they know 
not whither;and in their delirium adding enc to other's 
calamity. All was madness and inleserihable woo, 

About nine the Cossacks darted down pon thebr, 
prey, and several thousanda, who were still frantically 
cleaving to tho idea of an eseape, found themselves 
thus for ever out off from all hope. ; 

Many ecrtainly lost thot lives in this wigovernable 
méldo, but: there was no general massacre, : 

The booty was immense, aud of great valne, The 
spoil of the cowutries traversed hy the tivader be. 
came the prize of the avougors. 

Wittgenstoin’s regular troops reached the Boresina 
about halé-past nine in the morning, Imt could not pros, 
ceed farther for want of means of passnge. Wittpon-, 
stein, whilst awaiting pontoons whieh the <Adintral 
undertook to send, directed Major-general Koutousolf, 
who was at Lopel with threo thousand three hundred 
horso, “to mare ou Wilne by Dokehttay,” and veins. 
forcing Ovloff Deuisoff with three regiments of Cos 
sacks, the hnssars of Grodno, a battalion of chasseurs 
mounted on peasants’ horses, nd a company of horgo 
artillery, “to pass tho Boresina at Krigxin, and pursue 
in the direction of Kamon and Zamostio,” . 
~ Milmadowiltch did not reach Borlsow till the goth, 
and Kgptousoft's advanced guard did not uggoh 
Oukoloda on the Bovesina until the 80th, 

In tho night of the 28th and 29th the onomy retived 
on Zembin, ; . bare 

On the 29th his advanced guard reached Pleche- 
nitza, and Napoleon slept at Kamen; on the 80th,.at 
Stuiki. - 
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Tie Admiral had detached General Lanskoi with 
twenty squadrons and a regiment of Cossacks “ to 
head tho onomy.” Ie entered Plechonitza about 
mid-day of the 29th, ancd-carried off Genoral Kamenkt 
and somo orderlies who were prepuring lorlgment for 
“hondayuarters, 

Oudinot, and several generals sick and wounded, 
with a dozen officers, their servants, and some twenty 
carabinoors, wore inoue of tho houses, but thoy suc. 
ecedlod in defonding ft mntil a column appeared and 
offected their resene. 

At daybreak on tho 29th the Admiral, learning tho 
departure of the cnomy, pushed on to Brill, finding on: 
his route seven abandoned guns, and overtaking a 
egrent many stragglers. 

Tho Admiral thence despatched Tehaplitz with 
seven regiments of chasacurs, one of infintry, twonty- 
four squadrons of regular cavalry, and ight regiments 
of Cossacks, with three. companies of flying artillery, 
to pursue 5 but Ney having destroyed tho, three bridges 
bofore referred to, iu the wood leading to Zombin, 
thelr march was stopped until after the night's oxces« 
sive frost, whieh congealed both river and marsh. 
Lanskoi then pushed on to the cabaret of Kabinskoio 
Roudaia, taking one gun and two hundresl prisonors, 
amoygst whom was a general, 

Mbvtho lat of December, Platow, who hadejoined 
Tehaplitz, attacked the enemy’s rear guard at Khote- 
niczt, and tool five guns and five hundred prisoners, 

On‘the 2nd the rear guard, after. an obstinate 
resistance in a svooded line of route, lost one gun and 
four hundred prisoners near Starinki. 

, On the 8rd Napoleon reached Molodeezno, His 
oe Se 
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roar guard on this day lost, noar Latigel, nine gins 
and fitteon hundred prisoners. 

Tho. army was able to procure some Tittle subsist. 
ence in the country it was now traversing, but the 
fierce cold, fatigue, sickness, and disorganization von 
dered it no longer a military foree capable of any ope- 
rations, 

Its daily reduction was fearful. On the 2nd Decom- 
ber, according to an official-roturn, “ there were but 
goven thousand infantry and two thoussud cavalry 
under arms ;” and in a letter of Borthier’s of that day 
it appears that “Ney xeported*tho following to be 
the state of his corps :— 


Division Clapartda .. 4. 200 
Dombrowski .. 24 ve BOO 


Qnd Division—5th Corps 6. G5 
8rd Division—2nd Corps .. G00 


‘Total .. i ve 2025" 
Ao 


In a postsorigit ho adds that “ho had sont the ske 
letons of the 8rd corps with his eagles to follow tho 
Young Guard.” 

Napoleon had xecoived some dospatehes from the 
Duke of Bassano at Wilna, which aunouncod to him 
“the arrival of Loison with his division (the German 
division) at Wilna, which he would send on to meet him 
at Ochmiani.” THe added that “ there wore about seven 
thousand troops in Wilna on the way to join their respec- 
tive corps, but that he had ‘detained them there, and 
an army of fugitives, employds, wounterl, and sick,” 

Tho Duko also rendered an important service to 
Napoleon by circulating accounts of iniaginary sue 
cesses, which suppressed defoctions and insurrections 
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that would have proved fatal to his retvont through 
Germany, if he eould have eseaped from them in Ti+ 
thuanie. 

Wrode, with his Bavarinus formiug the 6th coups, 
who oceupied Dokehitay, was ordered hy Napoleon 
“to rotiro on Wileiku to cover tho right flank of 
Napoleon's column,” ; 

On the 2nd of December Major-goucral Koutousolf, 
who had been ordered “ayith his three thousand horse 
from Lepel to pursue the enemy,” overtook Wrode's 
rear guard ab Dolghinow, and made a mumber of pri- 
soners, Wrodo fouflld himself therefore obliged: to 
change’ his direction, aud continued his movement on 
Wilna, by tho route of Narvez, Nestawichki, Swiranki, 
and Nemenezin, 

Napoleon, on reaching Molodeczno, had hoped to 
gaina few days’ repose, but ‘Tehaplitz had erassed tho 
river Quel, three wersts below the town, aid foreed. 
him to an inmmediate retvent, which cost his column 
twenty-four guns, and newly tired thousand. com- 
batants and noweombataniss; the Polish renmant 
had heen already despatched from Molodeczno on 
Olita by cross roads (o regain Warsaw, and Jmob 
had marched on Mereez by other cross rontls, with all 
the dismounted horsemon, ‘ 

The memorable 29th bulletin was uso written and 
despatched from Molodeezno, in which bulletin Napo» 
leon, after describing the effects of the cold, proceeded 
to atate,——" ‘hoso whom Nature has not endowed with 
strongth of mind to (rimmpl over the-chunces of fito 
and forttme Jost their cheerfuluess, their good hmnour, 
and: dyeamt only of imisforiunos: those whom she 
-ereated: with superior powers preserved their guiety, 

; . 42 
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theiy moral disposition, and saw new sources of glory 
in the difficulties Lo bo surmounted.” 

Napoleon lof, Molodeczno on the 4 th for Bonitzn, 

Loison’s arzival al Ochmiani had boon fixed for the 
6th, and garrisons had boon established ab Smorgoni 
and Micdniki to secure the communication with Wilna, 

On the 8th of Decomber, ab eight in the morning, Na. 
polcon proccedéd in a carriage Lo Smorgoni, and thoro 
convoking a council, at which wore present Murat, 
Dugine, Berthior, Ney, Davoust, Lefevre, Mortior, md 
Bosstéres, he notified his iutention “ of departing forth- 
with for Paris, ag his presonco in th8 capital was essential 
for tho inlorests of tho army as wall as of the empire.” 

Having made over tho command to Murat, and 
taken tho name of tho Duke de Vieonza, ut seven in the 
evening he departed in his carriage, aveompanicd by 
ono sledge, and by a small escort of Neapolitan 
cavalry, Coulaincourt sat in the carriages Duroc 
and Loban wore in the sledge; his Mameluke, and 
Captain Wasowitz, of tho Polish Lancers, acting as 
interproter, sat on the box of the carriage. 

Napoleon’s danger could’nol but bo considered by 
all to ho very great, and yot it was still greater than 
was supposed; for Sislavin, with his partisan corps, 
who had beon marching on Ochmiani, hud actually, 
during the afiernoon, entered tho town, not knowing 
thal it was already occupied by T.oison’s advanec, 
which had arrived at mid-day, and having been driven 
out by it, was bivouacked at a liltle distance from the 
road by which Napoleon had to pass. 

At Micdniki Napoleon found the Duke of Bassano, 
who oxchanged places with Caulaincourt, aud pro- 
ceeded lo Wilna escorted by fifuy Neapolitans com- 
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-manded by the Dike of Roua Romana, who in this 
joumey lost hy the cold sevoral fngers of his left 
had. At ton o'clock ho reached Wikia, bul, nob 
wishing Lo ho reeoguised, proceeded to an isolated 
house «4 tho oxtremity of the Kowno suburb, 


All the commontators on this war have charged tho 
different commandors with various errors of disposi- 
tion and execution in the transactions rolating to tho 
passage of the Boresina, 

Tho undeniable fanlts ave: Ist. Kutusow’s with- 
diawal of his foreo“lvom the pressure of the pursuit 
and combinations to guard the Boresina line, 

gud, Iho ordor “for tho Admiral’s march on 
Boresina, wader the positive assurance that Napoleon 
was noving by Beresino to Tgumen and Minsk,” 

8rd, Tho neglect of the Zombin road, 

Ath, Who loose manner in which tho troops at 
Brill were brought into action withowt contiguous 
support, 

bth. Tho over euntion of tho ablack on Victor, 
whoso numior and circumstances warranted no such 
. uneasiness for flauka or roar as ought to havo checked 
a concentrated assuult of his position and penetration 
of his feoblo seroen, 

6th, Tho delay in tho order sont by Napoleon from 
Bobr for Victor’s march direct on the point indicated 
for tho constraction of the bridges, which delay was 
tho fatal origin of Parthonncanx’s disaster. 

7th, Tho delegation to others of tho seloction of tho 
sile for the bridge and superintendence of its construc- 
tion, when tho general safely dopended on the opern- 
tion being exceuted with a promplitude, capacity, 
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order, and exertion that Napoleon’s own presence 
alone could ensure. 

8th. The reinforcomont of Vietor by tho return of 
Dacndels, when the mobstricled immedingo retreat 
of the army was proforablo to any saiguinary victory ; 
by which, in its weal and shaltored slate, sibsequent 
ruin was rendered inevilabla, 

This fault, howevor, was ono which did not entail 
any seli-reproach, ‘The General may have committed 
an ihprudence, but tho Sovorcign and the Man cannot 
be condemned for a generous effort to preserve from 
abandoument so many holpless* heings who as yot 
remained during the day of the 28th on tho loft bank, 
dependent, as all believed, on his power of protection 
for safely. 


‘The departure of Napoleon from the army (at first 
by his desire represented as only a jouruoy to Warsaw 
for the purpose of taking the direction of the Austrians 
and Saxons nndor Schwarzenberg and Ropnicr) caused 
much depression and dissatisfaction; bub the mottyes 
were too apparently reayonalle and prospectively bo- 
neficial not to satisfy every one aftor a short time 
that it was uot a flight for personal anfety, but a 
measure of paramount necessity for the common wel- 
faro, 

The cnomy quitted Smorgoni on the 6th, At 
Roudziex tho roar guard lost seven gins, and above a 
thousand prisonors were mado by ‘Tehaplitz. 

The cold was intonse—tho thermometer twonty- 
seven aud thirty degrecs below freezing point, with 
sky genorally clear, and a sublle, keon, razor-cutting, 
crooping wind that penctrated sliu, muscle, and bone 
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to the very marrow, roudering the surfiee as white 
and the whole linth affected as fragile ag alabaster: 
sometimes thera was a foudroyant seizure Unb hee 
numbed vt onee the wholo frame, aud stiffened motion 
lessly tho still brenthing carease, from which feeb and 
hands were snapped off ab the joints with the slightest 
dogree of wroneh, but without auy pain. 

‘These ravages were lorrilieally destructive, A go- 
noral roeldessness confounded all ranks; command 
consed, and it hocume wv “sauve qui peub” a6 o fmeral 
pace, ‘ 
On the 7th the Yemnant of the rear guard with 
uvonty-live puis foll into the hands of Tehaplilz. 

Tho samo day tho Adinival reached Smorgoni, 

Wittgenstein halted at Rulki, axl Marshal Ku- 
dusow, who hed left his column to join and command 
the Adiniral’s and Wiltgenstein's amis, placed his 
head quarters ab Redochkowiesi. 

On the 8th the pursuit avas continued vigorously 5 
Tohaplitz iuking, or rathor overtakig, sixty-one guns 
and goveral thousand prisoners of the main body; for 
avour guard could no longor be formed ull Loison’s 
division avvived from Wiluv; but this division, com- 
posed of young Corinans, whils¢ on its maveh to 
Ochmiaui lad suflurod suddenly moro severely than 
any other, ‘Thirty degrees af frost and upwards had 
so decitnated iL ino few hours, thet it was rendered 
almost totally unservicealle 3 the rapidity aud violence 
of tho sciztiro were unparleled 5 tho climate scomed 
to bo waging war on Ihuwnnn life with an oxter- 
minating volocity ay well as asporily nover bofore 
oxpericnced. 

On tho 9th Tehuplitz, at Micduiki, collected. sixtoon 
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more guns and thirteen lumdred: prisoners, but the 
flying vomaing of the onemy succeolod ti reaching 
‘Wilna, in which there was a fresh division of Neapo- 
“Titans belgnging to the 11th. corps. Sislavin, tho 
partisan, attempting to enter tho elty with tho fugi- 
tives, was ropulsed. 

Tho road to Wika wa’ strowed with’ dead and 
dying, to whom “ tho greatest act of charity that could 
be done,” as they besecchingly said, “noxt to their 
deprivation of lifo, was the imposition of their comrades’ 
corpses on the living flesh most contiguous to the 
frozen, that a festoring warmth might bo produced.” 

Napoleon, in the conferenco with Maret, had stated 
to him “tho wae condition of tho rbblo train that 
ropresented his late magnificent army,” and which he 
dessribed. “as being without foree, without clothes, 
without shoes, and amore fugitive band.” On Marot’s 
assuring him that * Wilna contained ample magazines,” 
he oxclaimed, “ You give ane now life,” and directed 
Marot.to enjoin Murat and Borthier to stop vight 
days at Wilna to rally the troops, morally as well os 
physically,” 

With that flattering hope ho ontered a tratnoan 
which.a Polish propriotor had p givon him in exchange 
for his carriage. 

On the 10th in the morning he arrived ab Warsaw, 
and alighted ‘atthe Hétel d’Angleterre, where his 
Apauftmonts were Jong afterwards kept unoceupled by 
the landlord, in testimony of respect for unfortunate 
greatness, Aftor secing. some of the authorities, he 
departed again in-a few hourg—arrived at Dresden on 
the Lith of December, whore he held a short interview 
with the King of Saxony, and thenco proceeded to 
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Paria, which ho reached on the 19th. of December, at 
hall-past: eleven ab night-——two days after the publicn 
dion of the 29th Indlotin, 
Napolcon’s wishes and insteuctions loft with Maret 
wore incapable of oxeoution, 
Wilna, overwhelmed with consternation at the w+ 
expected flood of wrotehedness and’ diseaso that 
poured into the city, presentod’ the aspect of a town 
already stormed; the shops were shut—supplies were 
withheld—panie provented all measures of relief—tho 
magazines: wore Boon pillaged, and want engendered 
every species of disdrder, 

Tu the midst of these seones of allliction the Russian ' 
guns were heard, 

Wrede, on tho morning of the Oth, had joined, with 
two thonsmiul mon mul a few guns, the romains of the 
division Loison and the Newpolitan cavalry at Rukoni, 
threo Juagnes from Wile. 

To vaiu he attempted ta resist the Russian column 
supported by cavelry.und a battery of twelve guna 
placed on: sledyes, that wero thus onalled to move and 
pow: their fire in dvery requisite direction, 

Forced back on Wilna, Ney collected six. hundred 
mon, wid took post with Wyrede on the height that 
covers and commands the town on the syle of Minsk. 
Thus united, ‘they succeeded in beating olf tho Russion 
cavalry. that had preceded, whilst 0 detachment of the 
Quard algo repulsed the Cossacks, who bad rounded 
the clty, and menaced the opposite suburb. 

- -Wilna could, however, be no longer lield as a post 
of refuge, 

Kivery moment's dolay endangered tho retreat by 

_ the sole remaining line of Kowno and Troki. 


ode BURTILAN'S LETTER TO NEY Dev. 1812, 


Murat had alroady left the city and talon ip his 
quarters surrounded by the Guards in bivouas, By 
his desire Borthior wrote lo Ney . 


‘"Wilna, Dea, the th, 1812, 


“Gonoral Wrodo having been forsed in his posi- 
tion, and your succour under Gratin” [who had re. 
placed Loison, taken L{ “not having envbled him to 
repulso tho enomy, the [ing hus removed his quarters 
to tho barvior of the gale of Kowno. 

“Tis Majesty's intention is (0 march to-morrow 
with tho Guard to Kowno, intomling to arrivo there 
as quickly as possible, to collect the fugitives and iso- 
lated soldicrs, and dofend Unt post. 

“Continue Lo form a rear guard with tho divisions 
of Wredo and Loison, Tvacuato this night if pos. 
sible all tho artillory, and partionlarly tho Wweasure, 

“Undor oxisting cireumstances the King can do 
nothing bul gain Kowno ag oxpeditionsly as possible, 

“Do tho hesh you can in this paint exigeney, 
whore tho frost has completed the disorganization of 
the army, 

“Tho King authorizes you to recommend our sick 
to (he Russian commandant, 


(Signed) BERTIER,” 


Bervume to Vounv Danu 
Wilna, Deo. the Uth, 1812. 
“The King is ab tho barrier of Kowno, Ney 
will withdraw to-morrow as late ag he can, Send off 
tho treasure this night, General Wbl6é will give you, 
if necessary, artillery horses, [Mvyery gffort must be 
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made lo sound ibwway, We will escort it, if sent to us 
(his nigh ub the brriov af Kowno, 
« Distribute, ay abunclwuilly as wished, provisions aul 
clothing, for Wilua eomot be held through tomorrow, 
“ Wimploy all your energy to sured off towards Kowno 
all you cum. : 
(Signed) © Bereiier.” 


Murwt, through Bevthior, then gent off despatches 
to Sehwarzorherg and Macdonald, ordering, in the 
namo of Napoleon, “the retreat of tho former on 
Bialystok lo cover Wrrsaw ; and of the latter on Tilsit 
do approuch the Niemen as the new line of operation, 
but to fall back as leisurely as possille.? 

On the LOth of December at fone in the afternoon 
Murat begun his mavele with four thouseud five 
bndred combatants. 


Infimtiy. — Cuvalry, 
Old Gard ce tee BOD 800 


Young Gimud. a LOO te 
Wredo ond Loikan. we 2100 400 
Unt, Quad, ted, th, and Oh Corps s00 ‘ 


een 


otal .. aa >. 8h00 1,000 


At Ponari, five miles from Wilna, was a sleop hill, 
with the iee-covored road bordered on ouch side by a 
wood, Jere was such a confusion that no carriages 
vould pass forwards all Uhet remuined of artillery and 
carriages wore therefore abandoned, and in them ten 
millions of franes in money, which tho soldiers pil- 
laged 5 hut a loss still more painful was occasioned hy 
the desertion of a number of brave officers, sick and 
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wounded, who could not he carriod on farther, and 
whose fate was tho more deplorable, as they were pre- 
suned so nearly to have reached their port of safety. 
The infantry and cavalry thon filed through the wood, 
and thus avoided the defile obstruction. 

Noy had withdrawn ab daybreak, 

The Cossacks instantly ontered Wilna, and found in 
the city at least twenly thousand, wounded and sick, 
and helpless through the biting injury of tho frost. 

On tho LOth Murat reached Miweé; on the 11th at gevon 
in the evening, Rowneziki, whore the troops halted, but 
Murat procecded with an escort to Kowno, which he 
gained al midnight: there he found a’garrison of Gorman 
now levies, fiftcon hundred strong, and forty-two pioces 
of camon, twonty-five of which woro well horsod, large 

, magazines, and two millions and a half of monoy s but 
the Niomen being frozen over, the place could not be 
held as a této du pont; for the Russians on arrival 
could cross the ico and suvound the lown: ho there. 
fore retired on tho L3th with the Guard on Gumbinnen, 
after planting nino gras on a hill new Aloxioten that 
commands Kowno, 

Noy had entered Kowno with a thousand combat. 
ants, and found overything in the most frightful state 
of disorder, . 

Tho streets wero fall of dead and drmken mon; tho 
magazines, some of them of brandy, haying beon broken 
open and pillaged. 

In the midst of this diveful distress, Platow, with his 
Cossacks and guns, arrived, and about tivo in the afler- 
noon opencd his fire on the bridge of tho Nicmon, on that 
over the Wilia, and on the gate of Wilna, whore tho 
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heavy guns by some mistale of orders had heen spiked. 
The detachment of veeruits wt this post fled Ney 
and Gora hastened to Che memweed point aud saved 
i by thelr exemplary exertions as officers und soldiers, 
for they wore armed with muskets, CGoneral Marechal 
thon made wa sally lo dislodyo Lhe Comuels from the 
height of Alosioten, which was al frst snecossfal, 
bub tho position eould nob he maintained, 

Tho valour and exertions of the chiefs would not 
havo preserved tho ¢ily iteolf uuless night had put 
an end Lo the attnek, * 

Noy at ltalfpast Rhine evacuated the place, salting 
fire, as ho loft, to the bridges of the Niemen and of 
tho Wilian, Re-mounting the river some way, ho Wired 
to the oft that ha might traverse tha forest of Pol 
wiski Lo avoid his pursuers 3 in this forest the last glu 
of the division Loigon was wbundoned | : 

On the Lith of December the ceutral bady of thas 
mighty avmamont which had crossed tho Niomen 
undor the immediate orders of Nepoleon upou tho 
Qdth of June, notwix months antocedontly, to achiove 
tho reduetion of tho Rassian power und continue for 
ages tho domination of france over [urope, mnalored 
under arma only a forco of four hundeed infiubry and 
aix hundred envalry | every other portion,of this many 
boing represented by a handful of officers aud non 
commissioned offiears forming escort to the engles that 
had nob beon captured or Juried] 

Out of the more thay eight hundred picess of 
artillory with which those corps had crossed tho 
Niomen, only nino guna taken from Kowno romained 
in their possession, with the exception of the Polish 
guns which hud been despatched from Molotleezno on 
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Oltia and Warsey, whieh detachment had uot been 
pursned. 

The dostruction hy the wind that raised tho sand, 
and rolled it in such waves that it swillowed up and 
cntombed fifiy thousmad mon of ¢ ‘wuhyses’ host, was 
but tho ovorset “of a bauhlo bout” compared with 
this giant wreck, 

Murat, on tho 18th, reached Sehrauel, aud on 
tho 14th Wirhallen, wheneo Berthier wrote lo Napo» 
leon: “It must be slated that four-fifths of the army 
havo feot, hands, ov faco frovons Your Majesty can 
havo no idea of the state of suffering into which the 
rigour of the cold has phmgorl tho army: obliged for 
the last tivo months to make inecssmuib foveed marches, 
tho romaining combatants scarcely suliee for an escort 
to protect tho King, the generals, and the eagles,” 

* Mural arrived al Gaumbinnon on (ho 17th, and on 
tho 19th al Kénigshorg, 

Ab Kénigsherg the fugitives wb last exloyar some 
repose, without «the Cossack “Inrak” vinging in 
theiy cars and fovering: their real, 

Murat thon guve orders lo collect the sleagylora 
of tho army, multitudes of whom had contrived as 
isolated individuals (o prevedo the retiring force, and 
distribulo themsolves over the Prussim torritory, 
Thoso of the fifth corps were direeted on Warsi 3 of 
the sixth on Plock 5 frst wud cighth on Thom 5 second 
and third on Mavionberg; fourth and fifth on Marien 
worder; Guards on TInalerburg, where a now division 
of tho Louth corps under Gener [onderlal, and com- 
posed of fourteen thousand mon with twenly gris, 
was daily oxpected. 
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On the 10th the Admival’s advanced gual entered 
Wilna about mid-day, and measures were immediately 
(alcon (o suppress every irregularity, but {i was a work 
whieh roquired Cine for ila accomplishment. 

Tho Acunival himself arrived on the 11th, 

Witkgenstain, who had passed the Beresina on the 
Inidge of boats seut by the Admiral, had reached 
Kamen on tho 4th of December; and, marching by 
Wileika, Narvez, and Nostawichki, arrived al Swi- 
vanki ou the 10th; from thence he mayed by Szer- 
winty, Wilkomir, and Koidany to intercept the 
retreat of Mucdonalsl, who ocoupied with tho tenth 
corps 0 lino from Fredoricksladt to Mittan, 

On the 18th Marshal ubusow arrived ab Wilna 
from Radochkowiezi, which he had teached on the 6th, 
and whenee he had despatched tho fourth, sixth, 
and eighth corps with the lighl cavalry of Vasil- 
tchikow on Wologin. Ojavowski had already arrived 
at Wologin on the 7th tq waleh Schwarzenberg at 
Slonim; with Ojavowski, ‘Touchkofl, after displacing 
Hertel (whose valuable force, consisting of fifteon bat. 
lalions, fourteon squadrons, live regiments of Cossneks, 
and tivo companios of artillery, had been wasted by ils 
non-arrival to assist in tho Borosina operations), waa 
directed Lo reunite, . 

Marshal Kutusow had fallen in with the advanced 
gyard of Milwradowitch af Radochkowiekzi, which 
moved on the 7th to Moludeextio, on the 8th to Smo 
gol, on the 9th to Ochmiani, and on the 13th to 
Wilna. 

Kutusow's march route afler passing tho Boresine 
at Joukowitz liad eon :—- 


ae 
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Necembor txt, 


Oucha oe ease 

Rowaritsa ve ve ” 2nd, 
{Malted on the] . . . » Bad, 
Kossin 6, 0 48 ve ” th 
Biolovonoio 4. ee » bth, 
Radochkowielezi.. «. a Oth. 
Molodoezno Pe os » th, 
Smorgoni. . ‘ an » 8th, 
Ochmiani on us ai Ath, 
Winn. i ‘ » = L8th, 


During theso Iasi marches tho Russian troops, who 
were moving through a country devastated by tho 
onomy, suifered noarly as much ag they did from went 
of food, fuel, and clothing. 

Tho soldicry had no additional covoring for the 
night Jivouncs of tho frozen snow; and to sleep 
longer than half an hour at a time was probable 
death. Officors and men, therefore, were obliged lo 
relieve each other in their suatches of sleop, and to 
forco up the roluctant and frequently resisting slun- 
berors. a 

Tiring could seargely over bo obtained; and when 
oblained the fire could only bo approached with great 
caution, as it caused gangrono of tho frozen parts; 
but as water ilsolf froze ab only threo feat from the 
largest bivoune fires, iL was almost necessary to 
burn boforo the sensation of heat could be felt, 

Above ninety thousand perished, as tho subsequont 
returns will manifest; aud out of lon thousand re. 
cruils aflervards marched on Wilne og a reinforcement, 
only fificon hundred reached thal city: tho greater 
parl of these wero conveyed to the hospitals as sick 
or mutilated. One of tho chiof causes of their losses 
was Uhat the trowsors becoming worn by the con- 
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tinted marches in the inner part of the thighs oxposod 
tho flesh, so that the frost slruck into it when chafed, 
quudl irritated tb with virmlent activily. 

Continually incidents occurred (6 verify the relation 
of sullerhig by the Romans in ono of their Parthian 
oxpedlitions. “ By the inclemency of the season,” wrote 
the Roman historian, “many lost the uso of thoir 
limbs; aud it often happened that the sontinel died 
op his post. ‘The case gf one soldier deserves 10 bo 
mentioned: ho was employed in carrying 2 load of 
wood; his hands, nipped by tho frost and cleaving to 
the fuggot, dropped from his arms.” 


On the 14th the Admiral quilted Wilna for Novot 
Trokt aud the Nieman, wid on the L8th entered into 
canlpnments vb Gezno mul Preny, 

On tho 16th Kutusow's columu took wp eanton- 
ments in and arowid Wilna, 

The rolurn of the eifectives of the whole Rugsian 
army at this poriod did not oxeeod, a huudrod thou 
sand mon, thus disthibutedim  , os 


Kuimow a . 85,000 
Witigonaloin tea 45,000 
Tehichagow., 66 +e (5,000 
Snolon, Metal, and Mason... 25,000 
Riga Garrison eee 10,000 


"Potul +e £00,000 





Such was tho vesnlt of Kutusow's policy and mili- 
lary dispositions al Tavoutino, Winama, Krasnol, 
nnd the Roresina, : 

The Emperor Aloxander loft S:aRajousburg on tho 


18th of December, and on the 2oneiiinlved at Wilna. 
2A 
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Tho advent of this Sovoraign was a benefrelion of 
Providerice for the remaining survivors of tho onomy, 
Every aid that possibly could ho snpplied was 
instantly administered to them, nob merely hy his 
orders, but under his own porsonal superintendence, 
in which work of bonevolence ho was zenlously se- 
conded by tho Grand Duko Constantine, Both 
braved infection, disease, horrihlo spectacles, and 
every accompanying danger and disgust in the dig. 
charge of these good offices, Monoy was givon. lo tho 
officers; and without adulation it might ho said of tho 
Emperor, that he camo on amissidh of exalted charity, 
snd morey lo fallen cnomies. 

The hospital of S, Bazile presented tho most awful 
and hideous sight:—sevon thousand five hundred 
bodics wero piled like pigs of lead over ono another 
in the corridors; carcases wore slvewotl about, in 
every part; and all tho broken windows and walls 
wore stuffed with fect, logs, arms, hands, tronks, and 
headg lo fit tho spertures, and keep out the aft from 
the yot living. ; 

The putrefaction of the thawing flesh, where the 
paris ouched and Lhe process of decomposition was th 
action, emilled the most eadavorons sinell, 

Novortholess in cach of theso pestilontinl and iey 
répertoires three or four gronniiers of the Gnard 
were posted, inhaling the pestilential cfluvia, 

On the Woglish Goneral making tho Wmpevor ac. 
quainted with this inconsiderate “employment of his 
finest troops,” he went himself to the convent and in- 
specied the chambers, speaking tho kindest words 
to tho unfortunate inmates, and giving tho requisite 


Dro. IAL. DEATH OF LORD TYRCONNEL. 855 


directions for their treatment, The Grand Dake 
followed his example, dnb caught the epidemy, from 
which ho with cificully recovered, 

Whon the frozen carenses were removed in sledges 
wwonly or thirty at w time, to be thrown into a pit 
outside the town, the exhibition of the dillerent alti- 
tades in which death had loft them was vory romark- 
able: oach acomed to have beon transfixed in some 
momont of muscular effort and activo volition of 
thought. 

There was seklom repose in any of the limbs ; al 
most all oxpressod “an action of intent, of pain, or 
supplication, with which the eyes corresponded. 

Tb was a pletorial history of last agonies, franght 
with subjects of most interesting contemplation, 

Great fires were kept continnally burning in tho 
streets of tho eily, which was one greal charnel reco 
tacle, to prevent the infection and spread of a real 
plague, Wut it required weoks and montha lo effect 
ils puriflention, 

Amongat those who fell yieting to theft exemplary 
veal in the presult of tha enemy from the Berogina 
mua he noted the [Marl of Tyreonnel, aide-de-camp to 
the Duke of York, and acting aido-dle-camp to 
tho [nglish General, Sir Robert Wilsxon—a young 
nobleman in the prime of life, only twenty-live years 
o,age, of expeelancios to the highest mark; for ho 
wes giullaut, good, and wininblo, lo a degree thal made 
him the ohjoet of uuivorsal praise and alfoctionate 
atlachimnont. 4 

On tho 20th of December he expired at Wilna, 
aud his country was bereaved of ono of the bravest 

2a 2 
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of ils officers, and one of the most estimable and on. 
gaging of its social ornaments, 

Tho Russians erected a monument lo his memory 
in the churchyard of Wilna, which records that “it 
was raised lo aman who by his conduet in the fields 
of honour and by the gentleness of his disposition had 
conciliated general esiecom.” 


On the morning of the 26th of December, the ani- 
vorsary of tho Tmporor’s birthday, Alexandor sont 
for the English General, and afler a few appropriate 
allugions to the festival said, “ Géneval, | have called 
you inlo my cabinet to make a pulnful confessions but 
T rely on your honowr and prudence, T wished to 
have avoided it, bul T cowld nob hear ta dppear in 
cousistent in your estimate of my procecdingss 
which I must be thought if my motives wero not ex- 
plained, 

“T must, howevor, first assure you of my great 
satisfaction with fll your conduct during your resi- 
donco with my armics; aud also thank you for your 
correspondence, which, in justice to yourself, T.have 
directed Lo he deposited in my archives, 

“The cousequences which have flowed from your 
dovolion lo my intorests, when the conforeuce was 
proposed at Taroutino, were of great benefit to thom, 
and your communiéationa have enabled mo to provent 
much other mischief. 

“Yon havo always told mo gwh—-truth T could not 
obtain through any othor channal. 

“T know that the Marshal hus dono nothing he 
onght to have donc—-nothing against the onomy that 
he could avoid; all his snecosses have boon forced 
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upon him, Ile has been playing some of hig old 
Turkish wieks,*” bat the nobility of Moscow support 
him, aad tusisl on his presiding over the national 
glory of this war, In half an how F nnust therefore 
(aud he pansed for a minute) decorate this mun with 
the groat Order of 8, George, und by so doing commit 
av trespass on ila institutions for il, is the highest 
honour, aul hitherto the purest, of the empire, Bub L 
will not ask you lo he pyesont—T should fecl too much 
Immiliated if yon wore 5 but Thaye no cholee —I must 
submit to & controlling necessity. J will, however, 
nol agin leave myarmy, aud there shall be no oppor- 
tunity given for additional misiireetion by the 
Marshal. 

“T1Te is an old anu, and therefore Pwould have you 
show him suitable courtesies, and not refuse them 
when offered on his part, 

“To wish to putt an end to every appearaice of ill 
will, and to take from thig day anew departure, whieh 
T mean to muke one of grutilude to Providence and of 
grace to all.” 

Tfis Tinperial Mujesty thon said thal “hoe should 
distribute rewards to his generals and brave soldiers, 
who had dono their duty heroically ; and that he had 
slgued an act of aumesty and general pardon, so thal 
ovory one under his rule might participate in: the joy 
he felt ab the tinmph of his eountey.” 

This anmesty was fill and complete, “ombracing 
evyon all his Polish subjects who had joiied the 


cheiny.” 
“ho past is condemned lo an elornal oblivion aud 


* Tho Emperor osplained to tho English Genoral afterwards in pris nte 
fo what lie alluded when he used Ue expression Tin kish tricks.” 
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silenco—all ave prohibited from reviving any veleroney 
lo these alfairs—those only who continue in the gor. 
vico of the cnomy afler tho expiration of wo months 
shall be allowed no more to return to Russia.” 

Corlainly this Bmperor had quatities “of noble 
pith,” and was himself ono of those lappy accidents 
of autocracy which he had represented as fortuitous 
benefils for a despotic country,” 


& 

Through tnexplained CAUsLs, Mucdonall with tho 
{onth corps, whose head quarters were ab Slalgan on 
tho Aa, did not receive the order from Murat for his 
rotroat till tho 18th of December, The foreo of this 
corps amowited to ‘twvenly-ive Chousand, of which 
cightcen thousand were Prussians, 

On the LOth Macdonald began his march. The lett 
column, formed by the division Grandjean, with five 
Prussian squadrons, moved by Neoft on Tilsit, ‘Pho 
centro under Massenbach, all Prussians, marched by 
Ohawli and Koltiniany, ‘The right wider Yorek, con 
sisting of thirtcon battalions and six squadrons, only 
quiticd Millan on tho 20th, and fol in behind the 
cone column upon the same road,  Maedonald 
marched with the centre column, thaé ronched Zoge 
Platou on Uhe 19th, Janiehki on the 20th, Meehkuty 
on tho dist, Kurlowiany on the 22nd, Waizow on 
tho 23rd, and Koltiniany on the 24th. 

The Marquis Paulaeei, Governor of Riga, pursued 
the cnomy in the direction of Miltwu, where he arrived 
on the 20th. 

Yorck’s rear guard made vslight defoneo, but quitted 
ewly in the morning, Paulueci thon marched on 
Momol, whore he arrived on the 37th, making allogether 
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a mareh of two hundred and twenty-five miles in eight, 
days. ‘The Prassian conmmndant with seven Inmdred 
Prussians offered no rerisiauce to Une occupation, 

Macdonald on tho 25th hut reached Pojoursd 3 and 
the division Grandjoun, ‘Trtroggon. 

Yorek's column should have’ been at Koltiniany, 
bul Diehiteh, who lad some reason lo suppose that 
Yorek and the Prussians wero reluctant auxiliaries of 
the Jrreuch, haul wlready established liself with two 
thousimd men ab that’ point, and thus intercepted 
Yorek’s line of march, 

Yorele being fivtwmed of this incident by Kleist, 
the commuter of his advanced guard, “and that 
Diehiteh had proposed an arrangement,” agreed to a 
conference, when & convention was framed and signed 
on tho 80th 

‘Tho first article stipulated that \ the Prussian corps 
should occupy v specified districh that was lo be con- 
sidered nowlral, ‘Tho Prussians might pass through 
tho district, lub not stop.” . : 

Second, that the corps should romain unnolested 
until orders from tho Ning of Prussia should arrive. 
Lf these orders required the corps lo reunite with tho 
French army, the corps was not lo resume hostilities 
for two months from the date of the convention,” 

Third, Should the mperor of Russia not sanction 
the conyontion, the corps was to be at liberty to march 
whave ordered by its own sovereign.” 

* Kourth, * All stragglers and everything belonging 
to the corps should have free passage -to join it.” 

Iifth, “The troops of General Massonbach were to 
bo comprised in the convention.” 

Sixth, veferred wholly to the subsistence of Lhe corps. 
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Tho same evenings copy of the convention wag gout 
to Magsonbaeh, who had arrived: nt Tilsit with the 
division Grandjean, and dislodged the Cossacks, 

On tho 8 tsl, al day-breuls, Mussenbach repassed the 
Niomon with his infuntey, “ lo ovenpy,” as ho stated, 
“the (ato du pont,” and Chenes procverded to join the 
Russians under Diehiteh, who hud advaneed to give 
him protection; whilst the Prussim eaywlry aul artil 
lery, which had reached Raguitoys, passed over lo the 
corps of Koulousolf ab Phulgallen, 

Macdonald had entertained some suspicion of the 
defection of tho Prussinis, bub sll hud pamaiued at 
Tilsit on the 29th and 80th lo aid the retreat of 
Yorek: whon, however, he learnt, on the 81st, hat 
Massenbach had withdrawn, he immediately becanie 
sensiblo of the danger to which tho division Grandjean 
was exposed, and began his march on Kénigsherp 
with seven thousand infimiry and twenty pieces of 
canon, that had assembled ab ‘lilsit on tho evening 
of tho 29th, . 

In the course of the duy the following letter was 
veccived by Macdonald 


Livut-Gey, Yoror ro Marsan Macponatp, 

: o !Panogqon, JO Dea, 112, 
“Notwithstanding fatiguing marches to join your 
Excellency, lt was impossible for me lo avoid compro- 
mising my flanks and rear; and J had no elerimtivo 
hut cithor to snevifies the greater part of my troops, 
and all tho material on which their subsistence do- 
pended, or to save the whole hy making a convention 
which permits me to collect the Tjgussianes in a part of 
tho territory of Prussia uow in the power of the 
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Bussians in consequence of the vetwont of tho Troneh 
army’. 

“The Prussian corps will form a nentral body, 
whose falure service will be regulated by tho nego- 
ations which are about lo commence Deleon tho 
belligerent partios. 

“J hasten to inform your lxcelloney of a transac. 
tion whieh tho foreo of imperative circumstances has 
rondoretl inovilablo. . 

“Fam ab case as to the judgment which the world 
may form on my conduel, dictated by tho duly 
I owed my troopsp and adopted after the most de- 
Ihorato reflection, Notvithslanding appearanees, ie 
purest motives hive gulded iny actions, and in making 
your Hxcalleney Wiis dochirwlion £ acquit myself of 
all obligntions, # 

“Tam, da, &e, 


(Signet) « Yorox,” 


Auother letter was addroseeds to the King of 
Prussia 


«Sin, Ttogyon, 86th Dew, 1812, 


“My departure, subsequent lo the march of 
Marshal Macdonald from, Mittan on Tilsit, was so 
arranged thal Tonight cover the relrewt of the seventh 
division; hut the bad rouds and the most unfavour- 
ablo wouther rendered my posilion desperate, pnd | 
have been compelled to conclude with the Russian 
Major-goneral Diobiich the convention of which I 
havo the honour lo lay a copy at your Majesty's fect. 

*Tn the full cogviction that T should have sacri- 
ficed the whole corps, with all ils artillery and bug. 
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gago, as has oceurred to the olher corps of the grand 
army, Chavo thought, as a fuithfal subject of your 
Majesty, that T should only consider your Mujosty’y 
interests in this instance without allemling to Chose of 
your Majesty’s ally, lo whom, in his xetual condition, 
the sacrifice of the corps miler my eonmand could 
have beon of no real use, 

“T placo willingly my head at tho feeb of your 
Majesty, Should my conduct ho deemed reprehen. 
sible, I still shall havo the consolation to relleet, in 
tho Jast moments of my life, duit Cam dying as a 
faithful subjeck—as a true Prussian, and a patriot who 
only sought the welfare of his coumbry, 


(Signed) Pore.” 


Massenbach, through whom Yorek’s leuior for Mac 
donald had beon wansmilled, xecompunied ib with the 
following nole :— 


“ho totter of Goneral Yorek will have already ine 
formed your THxeelleney tha my course of vetion 
is prescribed, and that feanimuke no change, as the 
measures of precantion laking hy your Exeelleney Toad 
ino (o suspout an inlontion to retain me by fores, or to 
dlisarm my troops. L hayg been obliged to adopt the 
lino T havo pursued lo bring myself wider the conven 
lion thal tho Commanding General has signed, who 
has sent me this morning tho uotieo and Insnetions 
for my conduel, 

“Your Exeellency will pardon my not presoiiting 
myself Lo nequaint you of the proceeding 1 ain directed 
lo oxceule, for tho respect and exloem I shall ever 
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presarve for your Excellency might have prevented 
ne fram a dischaurgo of my duly, 
(Signerl) “ MMassunnaon, 
tall, Hat Deeoher, Labs.” 


Macdonald, on tho Jet of January, reachod Skaisziv- 
yon, followed, but not pressed, by Willgonslein, whom 
tho slate of the ronds had detained. from thence ho 
passed lo Melunken, the four regiments of Cossacks 
al Sehillapicken vetiriie as he advanced, and tho 
division Llendertet marching oul of Kénigsborg and 
laking post ab Taupin Lo fuvour his movement, 

Macconald, when lie reached Labiau, proposed to 
defend himself in hab position; bab he was allacked 
by an overwhelming force and driven on Konipshorg, 
losing nearly two thousand nen killed, wounded, 
and prisoners, ‘The Russians lost sbove five hun. 
red. 

Tondorlet's division algo fell bnek on Nénigsborg. 

Wiligonatein’s dilalory moyemen{s havo been con- 
gure: it hag heen observed that he could havo 
reached Tilsit before Macdonald, and ab all-evonty 
might have proflted by Macdonald's delay of two 
duys ab Tilsit to have estublished himself on tho 
roulo lo Kinigsberg, and gut off the enemy from that 
clty. Ib lng advo heen pretended Ub Yorck had de- 
signedly favoured the operation hy nol communicating 
the convention lll the Jisbof December; although, in 
fact, the derma wero seltled several days previously, 

Tho atato of Prnssian feeling against Napoleon, the 
ottitages and wrongs of which Prassin had heen the 
victim for go long a poriod, may afford a moral as 
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woll ag a political, though nob a qililary vindieation 
for that convention; but if Yorelk insidiously entered 
into auy preconcerled plan wilh Diobiteh for the 
destruction of tho division Grandjean aul captare 
of Macdonald, il certainly was a most disloyal trang. 
aotion—Lloo disloyal bo be even insiuated without 
strong ovidence; and the reproach directed aguings 
Willgonslein is prosumplive proof in Yorek’s fhyour 
that no such views cnlered into and regulated his 
conducb in tho arrangement. 

The King of Prussia was posilively no party lo (hig 
dofection. : 

Tlis displeasure against Yordk, whom he ordered to 
bo arrested and Lo bo replaced by Kleist, was sincere, 
though fruitless, for Yorck: was ont of the reach of 
official communication. 

The Prince do Catzfeld carried to tho {mperor at 

Paris the King’s declaration “of continued resolve lo 
maintain tho French alliqneo 3” and it was nob tilt 
Baron Arnuslorn, subseqnently sent by Aloxandor to 
tho King ab Breshwn, after three days’ persevering 
discussion, had frankly told the ing Chat his eonti-+ 
need refusal lo job Rogsie and the Pugend Bund 
might ronder o suspension of his regal authority ne- 
cessary,” that tho King ydelded, wilh strong expres 
sions of reluctance, lo the minatory demands rather 
than to tho solicitations of the Russians, 

The King was influenced by principles of probity 
aid honow that mado him obstinuoly infloxible 
againsl arguments and considerations of mere selfish 
interests; but as a sovercign he could not be required 
to maintain o political Ndelily which would have in- 
flicted a revolution on his country, and perhaps a dis- 
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manberment, as in the easo of Saxony. Napoleon 
himself never donbted the King’s sincera desire to 
prescrve good fnith, nud justified his proceoding. 


Murat had oped fo have mainiained his canton- 
monte ih Old Prussia behind the Progel, but tho detec 
tion of Yorek oliliged lin to fall back on Poson, where, 
on tho Lith of January, he eslablishod his head- 
quarters. 

Macdonald entered Ditntzic on the 16th, and the 
city was invested on tho 21st by a Russian corps, 
under the orders of dhe Duke Alexander of Wirtem- 
berg, Lo whom the fortress afterwards surrendered. 

Ab the time of the investment the garrison consisted 
of thivly-six thousand amen, (of whom six thousand 
were fit haspitad,) ancl was composed of ~ 


Div isiona Grandjean .. F »» 6,000 
i Henderlat 6. ». 8,000 
si Jotrds vs is +e 6,000 
7 Hochkdha ao 
i Onulinot nck ite 7 a 2,400 
* Loixon , oe on 

Brigada Caynipgnaa .. 1,600 


Ariilory, Mnyginoora, isolated ‘sick aud 
rtraglor . ie 13,000 


otal 4 <% A 305,000 


There had also hoon collected at the different sta- 
tions assigned for tho rendezvous of the corps, near 
threo thousand officers and above twelve thousand 
soldiers, but a great poution was aslill non-effective, 

A. greator force, however, than the Russians could 
have brought to opposo might havo beon collectod 
from tho different garrisons on the Vistula and tho 
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Oder, and the English General asked Murat after. 
wards “why this measure had not heen taken, os 
a woll-directed offensive movement, in all probubilily, 
would have compelled tho retreat of tho Russians to 
tho Niomen ?” 

Murat said, “hat ho had once ontertaiied such an 
intention, but that the morale of the army aid not por 
mmit is oxcention; that the Cossack hurrah? was 
ringing in overy cay, and ee half would havo de. 
sorted the first night at the thonght of bivenaes where 
no fires could be lighted from fear of their serving as 
conductors (o that horrid serecoh.” 


When Schwarzenberg, who was wt Sloni, became 
acquainted with tho disasters of the grand amy, he 
votired on the lth of December, and on tho 18th 
entered cantonments in and about Bialystok, with the 
right at Narewke, Regnier, who had followed tho 
movement, cantoned his corps behind the Lenza, with 
ils right on tho Boug, and tho loft al Kumenets. 

Tho Emporor Aloxander had directed “an armistico” 
Lo bo proposed lo Schwarzenberg, which proposition 
was referred to Vienna; bub Murat, approving the 
dispositions made by the Prinee, wished tho armistice 
to ho tacit, and not written, 

[t being ucccssary, however, to get possession af 
‘Warsaw as soon as possible, the Bussiaus under 
Milaradowiteh made & movoment to tn the Austrian 
lofi at Ostrolonke ; and Sacken, to monaco Regnior, 
ocenpicd on the 23rd of December Brost Litowslk, 
whilst Touchkolf kopt (he onomy in check along their 
whole front. ‘ 

This threatening demonstration decided Schwarzen- 
borg lo approach Warsaw, and new eantomments were 
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enteral by the Atstrians between the Bong and Narew 
—tho right al Nur, (he left a6 Ostrolonke, Regnier 
eantoned behind the Wingrod river, 

From that time an annistice do fielo oxisled, and 
was continued GH the 25th of January, when Selrwiw- 
zenberp huving veecived orders from Vienna, entered 
into a capitulation for Warsaw, which it was finally 
ngreal should be evacuated belween tho 6th and 8th 
of Fobrnary. Ttognier rotired on the 4th by Kalish 
on Glogan, Ponintowski on the bth to Oracow ; on the 
Wh tho Austeitn rear guard wilhdrew from Wi APSO 
into Gallicia, and onsthe 8th the Russians entered tho 
city, A Polish garrison had, however, beon left ab 
Modlin, 

The Austrinns in tho hospitals of Warsaw amounted 
lo Le Chousand, wud there wore four thousand Lrench 
ond Poles, who were mado prisoners of war. Selwar- 
monberg wished to stipulate for their liberty, but it 
was rofnacl, Tn an indergopted letler of the Polish 
President of the Henale, ho wrolo, “6 Beauhamois pro- 
mises Lo miko. movement from Posen to suecour us, 
Int ib ts nor musta after supper” 


Alexandor, with tho Russian column under ite 
sow, having quilted Wilts, proceeded on the 8th of 
Jouunary to Orany, and theuce crossed the Nionan, 

On the 9th he advanced to Merecs, aud theneo by 
Auguslowo and Wiltenborg lo Polotzk and Kalish, 
whilst T'chichugow Dlockaded horn, aud a delach- 
net agized large magazines at Bromberg. 

* ‘Phe command of the enemy’s army jad been (akon 
by Napoleon from Murat, with expressions of preal 
dissatisfaction that produced the seed of fulure disil: 

tion, Princo Kngtuo assed it on the Léth of 
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January, bub was unable fo underlaka any active 
operations. ‘Ihe politicnl relations of Austvin, added 
to the Prussian hostility, Unrew him indecd on o very 
difficull defensive. 


Thus terminated the soverost campaign of six 
months on record in tho amuls of the world, Tha 
Russians calenlate that a Inindred and twenty-five 
thousand of the enony porishorl in the different com. 
bats; that forly-cight goncrals, threo thousand officors, 
and a hundred and ninety thousand soldiers wero 
captured, and that a hundred thoasand wore destroyed 
by cold, hunger, and diseaso; that only about eighty 
thousand, including the Austrians and Prussians, 
yopassod (ho frontiors; and that thoy (tho Russians) 
captured soventy-five cagles or siands of colomg, and 
nino hundred and lventy vino camon, exclusive of 
thoso thrown into tho rivers or buvieds; and this 
calculation as to totals cpumol be impugned og ex. 
aggeraied, * 

* Qn the 13th of Jgnuary Aloxandor published the 
following declaration (a his army ~~ 


“ Sorpirna, Moroz, 14th Jan, LAI3, 


“Tho year has onded—a year for over momo- 
rable and glorions—one in which you have trampled 
in tho dust tho pride of the insolent aggressor. 

“The yoar has passed, but your horoic deeds survive. 

“Time will not offaco their trace, ‘Thoy aro pro- 
sent to your contemporaties—they will live with 
thoir posterity. 

“You havo purchased at tho prico of your blood 
the deliverance of your country from tho hostile 
powors leagned against its independence. 


Jan ki. 5 ALEX ANDERS DECLARATION, a0 


© Yon have acquired rights to the gratitude o 
Russin, and to the adimieation of mankind, You have 
proved by your flelity, your valour, and your por 
jovermies, that when hewuis ave filled with the love o; 
od, and devotion lo their Sovereign, the efforts o! 
the most formidable enemies resemble the frriour 
waves of the ocean, whieh break in impotent lashings 
against finlestractibls vocks, and loave hehind only 
confused sounds 

“Soldiers! desirous of distinguishing all those who 
have particiuf&d in these immortal exploits, I have 
orderad meduls of silver to be struck, which have 
beon blessed. by oue holy Church, Choy hear the data 
of the memorable year 18135 suspended lo a blue 
vibbon, they will devoreto the warrior breasts which 
havo revved us bneklers of the eomiry, 

“ Hach tidividual of the Russian wnt is worthy to 
bear this honamrable recompense of valowr end con- 
slancy. : 

“Yor have all shaved tho samo Ailignes and dan- 
goras You have hud butoua heart, one mind; you will 
all be promt to avear the sane distinction ; it will 
proclaim avery where that you are the faithful chil- 
dron of Russia, -~children on whom God the Tathor will 
pour Tis henedietions, ‘ 

Your enemies will emble on seeing “these deco~ 
vations: they will know that wider these medals 
hearis are heating, animated with unconquorable 

“valour, and imperishable, because it is not based upon 
ambition or inipicty, bul on tho immutable foundation 
of patrictisin and roligion. 

(Signed) °  “ AnpxaNper.” 


28 


870 QUALIZIMY OF BRLICGERENTS, HAR, 1818, 


Tt would he most uujaat and angenerouy la dony, 
or allempt to impair, the claims of the invader to ae. 
knowledgmont of his zeal, nergy, aul bravery in thig 
mighty and lorrifie contest. Never were courago, 
devotion, and oll maxtinl qualittes moro hervically 
and oxomplavily manifested. 

Novor did officers or men of hoth antagonist 
forces oxhibit to a greater dogree in iimoerable in. 
glances majestic as well as daring defiance of danger, 
diMoulty, and suffering 5 but’ noithor invaders nov hi 
yaded can arrogale Lo themselves more than a limited 
solf-glory from the transactions that preceded aud con- 
summatod the catastrophe, 

The enemy ean boast that he planted his cages 
Wriumphantly on the towers of the Kvomlin, bub in 
making thal boast ho mush fect his pride cheeked by 
roflection on tho dreadful issno of that transient 
achiovemonl; whilst tho Russiuns, vaunting, with trath 
and just pride, the national as well as imilitary forti- 
tudo, porsoveranac, and ptriotism displayed under 
circumstances tha mosb udyorso and dismaying, must 
fompor oxnitation at choir vietorfous resena with 
grateful thankagiving to thal Abniphty Being “ who 
rode on the whirlwind and directed tho storm," 

* Tho Fionohsin thoi intercaplot Tnttora and en atl oecnsfona, exproraeil 
great surprieo ats finding unoxpaotedly in Ruwsin a cultivated county, 


a donao population, good vada, a nobility eager bo placa (heir all nt tho 
disposition of tho sovoroign, and sorfs emnlona of thon lerds' paliolian, 
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LETTERS AND DESPATUITNS. 


Now hk 
re Mangum Woda 10 Sm Rowrnr Wirson, 
Sin, . Foreign OMlov, 20th Nov, 1811. 
This Royal Highness the Prince Regont having been pleased 
to select you to be employed upon is Majesty's special service 
abroad, under ingtructfons from tis department, J have the 
sitisfielion ta neqnaint you of the same, and to desire that you 
will hold yoursell’ in- readiness to proeeod upoi tho above 
gorvied as Koon ad L slid convey to you Lis Royal [ighness's 
pleastivo Lo that, ofleet, . 
L have the houour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 
WELLES uy, 
NA. 2, 
Lorn Catia aan ro Sue Rourny Wirson, 
Si, . Purolgn (floes, 20Ut Muroly, £812, 
Ilia Royal Lightness the Prines’ Rogont having been gra« 
ciously pleas to approve that you should be omployed in tho 
mission uw proceeding to Constantinople, with the rank and 
pay of Beigndior-Goneral of Tis Majosty’s Foroos, and with an 
extra ellowanee of one thousand pounds a your to cover your 
exponses, Upon tho recommendation of the Marquis Wollosley, 
whose intention to employ you thoroin was signified to you on 
tho 29th of Novembor, £811, from whieh time you havo hold 
yourself in rendiness accordingly ; I ain to signify to you Tis 
Royal Highmess's commends that you do prepare to ombark 
with his Uxeellency My. Liston, who has been appointed TTis 
Majosty’s Ambassador to the Porto, and who will be despatehed 


in a fow days. 
Tt ig His Royal Llighness's plonsure that you are to consider 
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yourself as entirely atiached to Me. Liston’s mission, and ave 
to regulate your conduct by his orders, and with him along to 
correspond. 

Tt is considored and hoped thet your iuililary experience, 
joined to your partioular knowledge of tho Russian armies, and 
of many of tho superior officers in that service, will euablo ‘you 
to bo of uso to Mr, Liston in procuring information as to tho 
disposition and condition of tho armies, ant (he wilitary events 
in progross. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your inost obedient, bumble servant, 
CASTELREACTL 


. Nod ¢ 
Sin Rovers Wirson ro run Marquis Witdisty, 


My Lon, Dora, 1th duly, 1812, 

My, Liston will acquaint your Lordship with (ho motives that 
hayo induced him to apply fora Firman to the Ottaman Porto, 
that I may proceed without Joss of time to LLiy Majesty tho 
Emperor of Russia, T therefore huevo only to aequaint, your 
Lordship that I propose to have a contorenve with the Grand 
Vizir and Admiral ‘Lehichagow on ny way tothe hnperial head 
quartors, that T may ho fully prepared with sueh information as 
tay be vequisila for the attainment of the objects with whieh 1 
am speoially charged ; and that L shall lose no (ime in expediting 
to Ilis Majesty’s Government such intolligenco as may be of 
intorest should I flud no other British Euvoy contrasted with the 
official correspondence, 

Until I vocoive fiwther ingtitetions I shall ondeavaur to act 
in conformity with My, Liston’s goneral instructions; aud should 
cirewnstanees arise to which they do not apply, a8 T conceive 
you Lordship would divect; and take every opportunity to 
promote the success of Russian operations against tle conmon 
enemy, without committing ILis Majesty's Government on points 
that ought to bo reserved for its consideration, 

Lhave been much flattored by the urgent application of Mr, 
Ttalinsky* and Admiral Greig for my mission to the Emperor, 
and their assurance of a gracious reception, 


* The Raw Ambusuder ul Gonatuntnople. 
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Liruat your Lordship will not deem my too presnmpfiuns int 
yoliciting, permiaion te continue iy an oflleial eapneity with the 
Rawat ay. 

Atlichments already formed, the hopo of beige useful, aud 
tho matmmauce of such au appointment boing agreeable to Ith 
Majesty the Emperor, prompt me to the request, and will, 
hope, obtain for ing your Lordship's suction, 

Admiral Greig’ proposition for the employment of a corpa 
of truops ti Dalmatia will searcely reach your Lordship before 
the information which I shall be ablo to colloct and tranamié ok 
that aubject, and whieh appears to be necessary for a decision 
upon the propriety of such an onterpriga, if it is to bo supported. 
by British armaments and resources, 

Tn the present stato of the relations between Turkey and 
Rissia—although J understand chat the conditions of peace aro 
ab last actually ratified-—£ camot think that permission will be 
on tho instant granted for the parsngo of Admiral U'chichagow's 
corpss aud an allompt Lo foreo a passage without tho private 
consent of the Porte, ar without a soeret nuidorstauding with 
Austria, appears a& most huzardow and impolitic adventurg, 
momeed, but I presmme net serfously entertained, by the 
Admiral, 

Thevo is no doubt of the inswroctionary spirit being high in 
tho provincas latoly oreupied by Lie Ironeh, nor of the advantago 
to be durivad from tho attention of the enomy being soriously 
drawn to thea qiarteray but the intvoduction to tho operation 
is vory dolicate, and a fuvournble initiation ean only bo assured 
by British co-operation anid authority. 

The propricty of vo-catublivhing tha Russians on the Adriatic 
is a question which Ede tot fedt myself competent lo determine ; 
but T shall gladly execute the instrnetions of Ms, Liston to dis. 
courage the project at Bucharest and Wilna until the decision 
of your Lordship, or of tho offeor commanding in Sicily, is 
known, 

I shall thank your Lordship if T am honoured by your fature 
commands or instructions on the subjact of withdrawing Spanish 
and Portuguese, oy other auxiliaries from the French armics, if 
opportunitios offer. 

Lam provided with an nuthorily from the Duqne del Infantade 5 
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but your Lordship's orders with regard to thot’ omployment, 
equipment, &e., will ho uecessury. 

I should also thank your Lordship to nequaint me if any 
officers from the Qnarlermasiér-general’s departinent might be 
spared to Ruasin at her request, as Adinial Greig: assures mo 
that there is a strong wish for thom, and even for such # supply 
of British offvers in general ag would bo sufficient to organise a 
Rossin corps of vosorve. 

T havo only to add my assurance of zealous servicu and anxious 
desire lo promate the indereats of my country, with the most dis. 
interested feelings as (o any other personal advantage than the 
honour resulling from the approbation of Lis Majesty's Govern- 
mont. 

L have the honour to he, &e., 
1. Wrisan, 
No. [, 
Sm Rome Wirson to Ma, Tistox, 
Sie, Buoharoat, 2ued Arg, 12, 

T havo the honour to acquaint your Exeellency that [reached 
Shumla on Thursday morning, sovouty hours after my departure 
from Pera, 

Thad daring tho course of the day whieh J passed at Shula 
two very long couforefiees with the Grand Vizir, in whieh 1 hed 
the oppurtunity of introducing: all the topies that your Ixeol- 
loney wishor ina to notices, 

The Grand Vizir iu the most xolemu namnor diselaimed any 
uquivocal infontions with regard to the Risen peace, which ho 
said was completed, and desired imo to assuve the Jmpgror and 
Admiral Tehichagow that tho Salam blue farther cossions ta 
ask or stipulations to make: that if Russia, in a spirit of amity, 
choso to improvo tho conditions of tho treaty, whatever was 
granted would bo an act of grace and not we concession to ina. 
ginary rights or pretonsions. 

That the proclamation of peace had beon delayed from objects 
totally distinct from any views of the renowal of hostilities ; but 
that now he had written to desire that il might be published. 

Tle would gladly have induced tho Russians lo withdraw from 
Sorvia, and [permit] the country to bo restored earlior tim the 
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tronty alipulated : but he xhould nat. urge the wish if compliance 
vould be inconvenient to Adminal Tehiehagaw, 

To expressed Ihself ns fully cousineed of the hostile desis 
of Fyanes aud Musteia hob sail tla it was the duteresi of 
Turkey to oviele wie as lone ax powible, wad to the advantage of 
the common enuse (hal ele dionkd neeanplish this objects that 
Nurkoy contd certuiuly renidt any aygeression, bub (hat she was 
desires of gaining time, that a yew oryuiaation of the empire 
wight take oflect. * 

Phat this prepurntion world aasiat Russia, and therefore, he 
foresaw, would probably ho a pretext for the hostility of France ; 
Dnt that war so produced would not expose him toa charge of 
inconsistency, for ho had stated that peace was indisponaably 
necessary ; Whereas if Yo inmediately outers inte an oflimsive 
wid defonsive alliance with Riessia, he would have been ox« 
chaughye unly one war for mothor, and a second war moro to 
be depreeated af the moment than the former, 

That it woukl be impossible for Turkey to adinit of the 
prssagso of Russian troops to Dalwatia upon the precoding 
aystemt of paliey, 

That the Sultun cousidered Mughuul gs the slay of his empire, 
wid that ber tufueuce must prodominate if she continued to 
show that a real interest in he welfare of Trrkey regulated all 
hor propositions and advice, 

Tho Grand Viziv oxprosed great contempl for the Caimacan’s 
opinion on tho subject of the tronty, nnd repeatedly insiated Clint 
the Sultan had delegated to himaelt alone the option of war oy 
penes, and the arrangement of the eduditions, 

That peace was very desirable with Russia, nob only on 
aceon of the atate of the Turkish armies, butsthat had France 
now found Turkey at war with Rivsia, vey onbuvassing pro-« 
positions would have heon made, which would have left Darkoy 
only the allernative of war with @raneo oF England, in addition 
to her Ruasian war, 

I intimated, a hope that he would shortly go to Constanti- 
noplos but le gave mo to understand that ho possessed more 
authority at the head of his troops, and could more effectually 
at Shumla support the exceution of the Sultan’s plaus for the 
improvement of the different establishments of the State. 
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That he had about sixty thonsand amen, who required dived 
pling, but that they were well dlisponed. . 

That ho had mado tho uceessary dispositions for the ovenpa 
tion of the Servian fortresses when Risin ceded them, and had 
anticipated possible resistanee frou the Serviausy hut ho hoped 
that Russia would fool au interest in’ discouraghys any con 
nection with Austria, 

That ho anxiously attended to tho Rusdan war with Irance, 
as (ho success of the latter power would be fatal to Tirhuy— an 
opinion that would induce him to recommend avowed Co-oporar 
tion when the alliance could be useful, 

T found the Grand Viziv a vory strony-minded IN, Possessing 
statesmnantike qualities, ‘ 

On military subjects he xoemed to engertain vory just notions, 
and to know that more porsounl courage does not constitute the 
worth of armies, : 

After nino honra’ dolay at Shumla, ehiofly passed with the 
Viziv, again proceeded and renehed the vuins of Rudsehuk, 
whoro T completed my jowney of four hundred and bwantty-live 
miles on horaoback curly on the fourth day. 

Tecrossed the Danubo immediately, and at Ginrgowo reevived 
from Colonel Kutusow, the Conamandant, and all ranks, the 
most flattering attoutions and cordial welcome asa mombor of 
tho British empire, 

Early on tho morning of tho Lat of Augnat I reached Buel 
vost and waited on Adiniral Tehichagow, who bag dono mo the 
honour Lo enter into very contidontial communications on ovory 
subject, 3 

Ma, Haliusky’s despatches caused him xine tunensinesa 5 but I 
re-assted him by the language of the Grand V: iz, go that ho 
would not atop the treops now on mareh to the Dniester, where 
tho first corps will arrive on the 24th of August, and the last on 
the 20th of September, 

Ife seemed to regret mach tha frilure of bis Dahnatian onter- 
prise, for which he would have ronewed, the Cyrkish war and 
forced a passage to the Adriatic, collecting ea rowde the Clirig« 
tians of Sexvia, Bosnia, de, 

T however consoled him by the report Which F made of the 
want of {ood in the Mediterranean, and by a statomont of the 
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military inconventonces: and impediments that would have pre- 
vented varly operation, 

Political cousiderations he,did not much respoct. 

Jo will now move with an any of filly thousand mon in the 
highest order, according to every report and my own ubservas 
tion 5 and fortnue nist be very wnliud if such a reinforeemont 
eannob be turned lo geod account. 

TTo has promised ie to evacuate Servia, &e., in a way that 
will, conciliats the ‘Turkish Govermmoul aml dispose {0 confi- 
dence 3 although he does not attach mach importanca to Turkish 
friendship, or rather co-pperation, under present cireum- 
BtANCOS, 

On military details he discomsed go well that £ only lamont 
he had not an earliereeommand; for 1 think ho would Have 
corrected inany abuses thal still exist in tho economy of the 
anny. Bul how far ho is enpacitated for an important command 
in the fell T cannot judge. 

Ely dows not seem very sanguine 5 but an officer has this day 
arrived from S, Petorshurg, who mot with no troops in the 
direction in which the enemy were supposed to have heen sean ; 
and a letter from the Pmperor, dated the 17th of July, at 
Paulosk, contains this remark, “Everything, as yet, has gone 
as [ wished.” 7 

Tonclose (a your'Exeellency a copy Bf an offlein) report of 
the various movements drawn out forme by the General, Count 
Lungeron 5 but we hear that Princo Bagrathion has subsoquently’ 
eflvctod his junetion. : 

Buonapirte proclaims: that he haa two hundred thousand 
Froneh and two hundred and twenty thousand confedorates, 
Tho Russian anny is composed of niuoly thousand mon under 
General Barelay do Tolly, sixty thousand wider Princo Ba- 
grathion, fifty thousand under Genornl ‘Tormanssow, and as 
many under Admiral ‘T'chishagow, A now levy of ono mun ina 
Inndyed has been ordered throughout the Russian empire, which 
will produce a further supply of co Immdred thousand mon, 
exclusive of vast bodies of militia, which the nobles are or- 
goniziug, and soveral thourand additional Cossacks. 

Adinival Tohichagow has charged me with somo important 
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military communications to the Emperor, wid has enteated me 
Ww moot him on the Daiester 5 but of conse Hitt measnye must 
be regulated by the Hauporor's wish and other elremmslances, 

Thave scen his Excolloncy Gthalih iflondi: Prines Morusig 
was tho interprator, Your Léxeelloncy will lear at Constant. 
noplo if £ have acquitted mysoll in these several couferonees on 
delicate subjecis with advantnge to British Interests, aud ace 
cording to yuur instructions; but appavontly T obtained cont. 
donce and founded a favourable opinion of our policy, 

T leave this place carly (o-morrow morning, directing my 
route upon Jassy, Kiow, and Mohilew, wmless 1 am obliged to 
deviate from now vitemnstances. 

Tamdorstand tha, the Poles ave partially in insurrection 5 but 
of course I shall take the necessary precautions whon I pass 
through any revolted district, if T should bo obliged to do xo, 

T have the honour to he 

Your Excolloney’s most abediont and humble servant, 

ROT Winson, 





No. fi 
Mr, Liston to Suv Rope Witsoy, 
Sir, Oonatantinnple, 18th Ang, £812, 

T havo had tho pléasure of receiving your despateh of the 
4nd instant from Buehurest, and cannot but foel a very high 
‘eutisfuetion in observing the able manner in which you have 
esceuted the commission T had ventured to entrust to your 
ghargo 5 ‘while, on the other hand, T have vesou to congratulate 
you on the importunt good efoet produced, and Hhkely fo bo 
produced, both tl Bucharest and at the Porte, by the line of 
gonducl since adapted by the Mmporor of Russia, Tam fur 
from daring to prodicl sucecas; bul as I have ventured to 
obsorve to Mr. de Tehichagow (who does uot seam (0 bo im- 
pressed with all the respect possible for owe diplomatic ma- 
neouvres), it is important to have prevented miscbiols and it is 
chooring for zealous and active labonrors to mect with a field 
open Lo their industry. 

I have had too short noties of the departive of Ma It 
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alinsky's messengor (a ontor tnlo dotail to-day, but Twill fake wn 
early opporlinity of writing move at huge. 
I have the honour té be, with great trath and revard, Sir, 
Your most ohodiont handle servant, 
Ronere Linton, 


P.S.--Do you think there would be an inclination where you 
now are fo purchase allimice and co-operation at tho price of 
complete veati(ution~ that is, af a retin to the sdadus quo ante 
bellum ? 


No, Gi 
Mn. Lasion, 10 Sue Rom re Wino. 
Sra, Vonsluntinoply, 20th Kept, 1812, 


T hope you reeoived iny letter, No. 1, of the £3th of August, 
acknowledging the arrival of yours of the 2nd of that month 
from Bucharest, and at the xime time expressing the high snties 
faction J had felt at the mumer in whieh your had caceuted 
your commission, and at the important advantages that hed 
resulted. from il here, 

Your second etter, written at Tehernjzow, was also delivered 
tomo hy tho Chovalior d’Tualifzky in due time; and tho in- 
tolligones 4 contained was of a nature to cto real service to the 
good caus. Lis a regular praatios among the membora and 
dopendonts of the Lrench and Austian Embassios lo ondeavow 
to blind and seduew the people of Congtantinople by fabricated 
accounts of victories oblained by Ruonaparle, Tho Russian 
iniesion, of come, oxorl fhemsolyes to contradict and refite 
those falsehoods, Dut Uwy ard sumetines sugpected by the 
Turkish Ministers of being apt to exaggerate their own ad« 
vantages, So thet an oxtract of a report made hy yon as an 
oyo-witness, and presonted by ono whom thoy have hitherto had 
ronson Lo consider as an impartial man and a friend, is a docu- 
ment of no iueousiderable value, And I bog you will firnish 
me with stich ns oflen as you porsibly can, 

Rowen Liston, 
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: No. % 
Sin Romae Witsos vo Ban Caries, 
My Tor, Hmolonul, A Ange, 1822, 

TL have the honote to acquaint your Lordship that 1 arvived 
hove this day; and I trannit with (he copies af ty correspond. 
onco with My, Liston (according to his iuadnetions) the copy of 
a lottor which I was reeomnondad by My, Novosiltzof’, Goneral 
Boningson, General Armfoldt, and others, to address to Wg 
Impovial Majesty, instead of vopairing to 8, Potorsburge at 

_ tho instant, as il is hoped that Wis Majesty may ho leaving 8, 
Petersburg, which will alford mo better opportunities of com. 
mimicating personally with Tis Majesty Chan at (he capital 

Tam alo very anxious to seo the armies of Princo Bugrathion 
and General Barelay, and to have the opportunity of heaving 
tho sentiments of thoir Chiofs, so that J may be able to trangmil 
to His Majosty's Governmont or Ambassador at 5, Petorsburg, 
not only tho report of the military state of hase armies, which, 
I hear from all porsong, aro pre-ominout in composition and 
spirit, but an accurate and impartial statement of those dinson 
sions which I am sorry to say menace the most sertoug ill-conge- 
wenees to tha safety of the Empire. 

‘Tho exaltation of Genoral Berelay to the supremo command 
vas originally an unpopular meusnro; Int the conduet af the 
campaign, which commonced by tho sacrifice of six fertile prox 
vineos, magazines, &o, hag oxcited a most genoral dixeontont 
againet Gonoral Bavelay and Gonera oul, who ia supposed to 
havo counsollad the oporations, 

The anddon departure of tho mporor from the anny, and 
his imponetrablé silonco, have iierensed the misehiof; and the 
strongest reprosontations have beon sent to [Lis Majesty for an 
carly attontion to tho situation of aftaiva, so that he may regu. 
late tho jarring: parties. 

‘Tho romoval of My, Romanzow ig also a polut that scoms 
universally required. From Bucharest, [ may sey from 
Constantinople to this placa, there is hut one opinion of the 
necossity of that measure. 

It is my intontion to ga to-morrow to General Barclay de 
‘Tolly’s army, who will be under arms early, ag it is Buonaparte’s 
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birtheday, and an attack is nol thought improbable to celebrate 
tho anniversary. : 

Pho noxt day T shall repair to Prinen Bagrathion, and then, 
iff find that the Eanperes has oxprovsed au iulontion to remain 
any inte at 8. Petorulaeg, PF shall proceed there without delay, 

General Boningson has assured ie that tho Monch ary, 
opposed to Generals Barelay aud Prince Bagrathion, oxeceds 
ono handved and seventy thousand amen, and in total amounts 
to two Inmdred and oighty thousand, and (hat Genoral Barclay 
has about eighty thousand offectives, Prince Bagrathion near 
fifty thousand, Witgonstoin thirty-five thousand, ‘That, in- 
cluding the Moldavian army, General ormanssow can operate 
with a fores of not leas than sixty thougand imen upon the 
Vistula, and that there gro ono hundred thousand reeruits ready 
to All up easualtios in the first line, oxelusive of militia, Ge. 

T have bad opportunity to certify this stalemont, and have no 
doubt of Rugaia having at this moment, by an oxtraordinary 
national enory, arrayed a force far more than suficiont for the 
contest, if its direation be but worthy tho chatacter of the soldiers, 

T have in my correspondence with Mr. Liston moro than once 
noticed the importance of Gonoral ‘ormangsow’s command 5 and 
1 find General Beuingsen is entirely of tho sumo opinion, but 
he doow nol osteem Goneral ormanssow’s abilities to bear any 
proportion to his zeal and courage, bd 

Mr. Novoailtzofl, who has lately returned from Vienna,’ gives 
avory fivormuble account of tho freligs of the Austrian nation 
and amny in general; and various accounts from that quarlor 
oxcita yoasonable hopes of forbearance from houtile action, if 
not of an avowed neutrality. 

At prosont tho Russian arntios oxporionce no want, and 1 
passed mumorous convoys on my road hither, The French, 
however, it is said, are not so well supplicd, and the horaes 
(akon from them are generally in wretched condition, with 
ulcorated backs. 

This catinimtod Chat xineo the campaign has commenced cight 
thousind Fyonch prioners havo altogether boon mado, in- 
cluding four hundred and fifty takon by the Cossacks the day 
before yesterday. 

[ will sond your Lordship an accurate statement of the 
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gevoral movoments and nueches made by the dillerent armies 
since the commencement of the campaign, aud sneh other par 
dionlars ay T eoncoive may ho intovesting te your Lordship as 
soon as 1 can collect them. 
L have the honour to he 
Your Lordship’s obeiliont, aml humblo servant, 
sh TT Wrison, 
: No. &, 
Sm Roane Watson to arn Caren, 
FCopy—Connnenaamiolt naiesiiyg, 4 
u7U Ang, 1812, 
Guyerat Bancay. 

Tt must be stated that General Barelay does not poxsess tho 
confidence of the army. T should be very reprynant (a make 
any roport dotrimental to his inlereals if public encs of tho 
preatoat magnituile did not depond upon a just knowledye of 
his capacity and motiyes of action, 

Tt is a duty thorefore, but it is a painful duty, to stato that 
I consider General Barclay as terrovived Gf 1 may use tho 
expression) by the reputation of his onomy, "Chat T am certain 
ho is not making a war of mancuyra upon any (xed and pres 
arranged military systom, but a war of mavehos without suf. 
ficiont arrangomont afd mothod to avoid sorions misfortune, if 
tho onemy should press with more onurgy dian thoy lave 
hithorto done, 

Tn tho momont of battle I have eon him brave, active, and 
capable; bat these qualities exerted in latte alone are vot 
auffoiont, cspacially far the command alfa Ruwsian avy, 1s 
troops want general dirgation, td the crisis an ability which 
shall ombraco all the duties of a grent captain, 

J should hope that a sonsa of thid necessity, and of his 
mabilily to recover the confidence of hiv officers and soldiers, 
will induco him to resign, and yet serve hisgowitry ax a merilo- 
vious officer in a less vesponsiblo station, 

The atate of aflaivs ix too desperate to adwuit of any attept 
to onforco the maintenance of his authority, 

Y camot give your Lordship a stronger speeimon of the 
degree of opposition to the proceedings that have oremvred than 
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hy citing the words of General Platow, in my presence, to 
Goneral Bareley, alley the evacuation of Smolensk + & You soo, 
Sir, J wear only a Cloak, Twill ne longer put on a Russian 
uniform; J eousider it as a dishouour |” 

J have hed oceadio to aseertaha that great improvements 
have been made br the Rossin commigauriat department, and 
that the medical depayhmeut id alao in rapid progress to a 
vespeotable systems hut T have sve with regret that the 
interior coonomy of this army is still vory distant from nocos- 
gavy mre(hod aud arden, 

The columm of mareh, notwithstanding Goneral Barelay’s 
eoommands aud, Tomay add, examplo—considering his station, 
ayo Hl] onenmmbered with immense mumnbers of private carriages 3 
aud 1 yorily heliove goveral thouand Cossacks are employed 
in the service of ollicors, 

The duties of our divisionary assistant Quartermasters-general 
ava nob known, or never performed. 

No grout is ever provionsly revonuvitved by cho juior staf, 
no reds examined, wo reports mado of the local conveniences 
or inconvenicuces af the proposed post, eanip, or quartors, 

Vho pioneers’ dnty is equally neglerted, No bridges are 
over roputived fo anticipito the necessity ; uo additional prs« 
sages ave made over the nenferous litte iarshy rivalota that, 
intorsoct the road, vo (hat tho Tine of” mareh unnevossarily 
extonds for suiles, is freqnontly interrupted for hours, confision 
daily provails, and ruin would onaye if tha cnamy wove enter- 
prising. 

L have xeon monients whan ono thousand five hundred daring 
won would have aevomplished Chat which Buonaparte, with one 
fudved and fifty thousand, will not achieve when tho Russian 
avy ia arrayed in order of battle, 

Lhave mentioned to your Lordship that the Russian emmu- 
nition-wagyoms were not caleulated to deseend hilly ground 
without great delay gud much risk, 

Goneral Kugaisow, who commands the artilléry, has now, 
however, accepted iny suggestion, and I am to order, at the 
§S. Petersburg arsenal, staplus to Mx on the shafts, and strips to 
connert the breochings with that support. 

uu 
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Until this arrangomont, the top of the collar affords the only 
resistance, for there is no breaulestrap to eonneet the lower * 
part of the collar with tho belly-bauds 5 ‘consequently, as the 
horse Jeans hack, tho collar flies forward and upward to the eud 
of tho shafts, 

Tt is true that ivon shoes, to lock or fix the wheels, ought to 
have been wilh cach waggon, but these have beau long broken 
away 3 aud if they remained, the driver must always have dis. 
mounted to set and (o unlooson them, 

T havo also Genoral Kutaisow's request to procnve drag. 
ropes, after the Knglish fashion, Jor the gums, At presont 
the Russians use cords that wound the hands and afford no, 
purchase, « 

I have beon thus porticular in makiyg your Lordship ae- 
quaintod with tho result of my observations wud wny impressions, 
that your Lordship may bo enabled. lo form an opinion of thet 
character and temper of tho foreo which is engaged in this 
awful contost, Its oxcclloncos aro manifold, and its means 
avo equal to final suceoss, Its defects and byperfections 
are of a nature to bo corrected as soon as quudified persons 
avo charged with the superintendence of its huterior arrauge- 
nonis, 

Boforo I loft the army, which T quilted with regret at this 
-ntoresting epoch,—éspecially as Genoral Barelay, ant, every 
officer in command, had done mo the honow' to invite mo to 
romain with him,—L distributed several Inmdved proclamations 
of the Duquo del Tufantado, which gave mo fall powers to treat 
with Spanish officers and soldiers; and hy whivh, as Regont, 
Tlis ITighness pledged himself to ratify my ongagements 5 and 
Gonoral Bareldy agreed to Idavo several worded Spaniards 
on tho march with the proclamations sawed in thoi clothes, 
and with such verbel oncouragoment a, 1 hope, will produce 
a considerable defection from the enemy, if any Spaniards and 
Portuguese survive his prodigal oxpenditure of then, as he 
scoms systematically to employ thom on all forlorn enterprises, 
* Tho English namo slands so high in tho enomy’s army, that 
numbers of tho confederates would flock to a British standard 

- if Tlis Majesty's Government thought it oxpediont ; but I have 
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eonfinod myself, until T revoive further ordors, to negotiation 
with the countrymen of our allies, 


* T have the honour to be, &e, 
Rf, Wruson, 


Noo 


Sin Romer Witaon to Utes Taytinan Mansey on Earerron or 
ALL Sur 1UsstaR, 


Sren, 8, Poforahwig, 12ti Sopt., 1872, 

A soure of thy duty which L owo you Majesty, animated 
by an affectionate attachment for your Majosty’s porson, induces 
mo (hus to submit the subject which formod the principal 
feature of my mission to "Russia from Constantinople, and 
which L should have elicielly pursued, if I had not found here 
a British Ambaxndor, to whom I have been required to 
aurvonder iny tustractiona from the British Ambassador at 
Conatantinopla, that a double diplomacy might not oxist. 

The commiuiieation whieh J now make by your Majesty's 
desire ig perhaps a (respass on regular diplomatic forms, but 1 
am too jowous of your Majesty's personal glory and interests 
to sulley any opportunity to elapse which may promote them. 

Your Majesty ig aware that the proclamation of the Turkish 
Pones was dulayad for a considerable time aftor tho ratifiea- 
lions had been oxchanged at Bucharest. 

The delay oxeited great uneasiness in Count Talinsky ant 
M), Liston, and the hostile langungy of the Roig Lflondi induced 
thom to approliond that advantage might be taken of the way 
in whieh Rusain was ongaged, to advance pretensions beyond 
evon the status yrto anta belhan, 

Tn a conforouce with tho Reis kfondi and Mr, Liston, the 
former oven futimated (hat Georgia was rather a Surkish than 
a Russi appendage, and ho stated that Georgian Doputics 
hud alvendy como to solicit Curkish protection and hcorporation, 

Tho tavit withdrawal of tho Servian article, and tho secret 
articlo relutive to the catablishmont on tho Phasia, was in that 
conferones declared to bo inadfeiout, and an explicit declara- 
lion of thei dovoliction was iusistod upon, as a sine qua non of 
peace, =: 
Ii, was, howevor, ovident not only on that ee Int on 

vous 
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various others, and from multiplied xonrers of intelligence, that 
the Reis Elbndi and a very powerful party in the Divan, being 
aware of the Fronch and Austrian ‘Treaty That guaranteed the 
integrity of the ‘Turkish dominions, and of the exigencies 
which would oblige a diminution of the Riasian fmpevial forees 
on the Danubo, considered the Ponce Za fefo as nosh disudyan. 
tageous and diveredilable to the interests and hanone al the 
Ottoman, 

Tho Grand Vizir hinsel! expressed to me aftemwards similar 
sentiments, and told ine that only the few of a war with 
England had induced him to termpinte the negotiations with 
tho expedition that he had dona, ‘Nhat he could only maintain 
the Peaco by romaining at Shumld al the head of a powerful 
foreo, but that ho should profit by tho sespite he might have 
from any war by rogenorating the wilitary estublighwoent of tho 
Eupire, a measure that 1 most sincerely do believe will be 
offected with hostile intentions to Russia (if the Turks should 
not bo immodiately involved in hostilities with Tynes), and 
which, being eflected, will give the ‘Tarkish power a very 
formidable character, 

Tho Sultan is a mau of vory extraordinary mind aud energy, 
“ho Vizir has eminent qualities, with all (he wisdom that ex. 

erionco dearly bought can aftord, 

Tho ‘Turkish nation in Asia and Kuropo las already 
abandoned many of its prejudices, ‘The ehiofi are all convinced 
of tho nocessity of adopting (he Buropean inilitary aystns, and 
tho momory of Selim, who porixhad on aecount of his spirit of 
roform, is now hold ina sacred catimation bythe great majority 
of tho Ollomans,—a fret Uhat Leu prove to your Majesty by 
a vavioty of inefdents whieh came under my ehxorvation tu 
Asiatic and European Turkoy, 

Under theso cireumstances alono T humbly submit to your 
Majesty whethor that, Peace can he advantageous to Russia 
which leaves a fostoring sore in the Tarkish mind, a canker 
that extends as tho vigour of the Turkish power weqnives fovea ? 

Tf Russia by the line of the Prath and the Dumbo had 
acquived a military lino of defence that would prove a barrier 
to tho hostility of the Turks, and if security had been guined by 
tho Peace of Bucharest, then the maintenance of ite stinulations 
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(although they cheeled the advantages of a cordial uiion with 
Turkey) night he a plansible measure 5 it might alae be hisisted 
upon net vedt hetaundinyy thet, in my mauilile opinion, any ar 
rangement at the yworent crisis which nentralizes support 
for the econnnen Ht, mid tends to prevent the dintmtion 
of the French power, i an erroneous policy: bat whon seourity 
ig not nequired, and ouly an imperfect military Tine is obtained, 
alin that cnet in any ease be effansteedy vsefil and must 
defensively produce disaster, thon the terms of such a Peaca are 
al the moment mirchiovows, and, as regards the future, most 
prejudicial, : 

Th these points of view, thorafore, L respoetfally express an 
opinion Chat the conditions of the Peaco of Bucharest have uot 
been beneficial, and oryht not to be maintained, 

Another dyportant inconveniences bas also been the eon 
sequence, By this Peace go framed, the war of Austria has 
acquired a muional charactor, 

hore ix nob woman in that Empire who does not feol an 
dnnaginary interest in dixlodging Russia from tho emboneline 
af the Daunbe, ‘Che Austrian interest may uot, indeed, be 
veally allveted by the establishment of Russia on that rivers 
hut Jealausion ave excited, and the ill-disposed operate on the 
poaiona to xupport a war ishteh othorwise would he most 
unpopular, and whieh could only fied hdherents umonget the 
most invonsiderate of to Cornus, 

Lf your Majesty, fiutluencod hy ageneroun policy congonial to 
your own feclings, would (ake advantage of the moment when 
tly snperiority of your wanna on the Danube is cxtablished, 
When every concession must be accepted by the proudest, 
Oulton ax a grace and voluntary uel—if your Majesty, pros 
flting hy the moment, would amml all abjectionaile articles of 
the Peace af Bacharest, and re-tstablish the status qua ante 
delta with somo provisional elauees Chat might even preserihe 
tho demolition of che fortresses donth of the Pruth aud the 
Danube, stapicion would bo converted tito confidence, aud a 
reatlesa enmity into adiniration aud gratitude and perhaps 
assistunen. 

The aflection of a Prinen (the Sultan) endowed with aplondid 
qualities could be assured, ‘The esteem of a brave and high 


390 TRESERA AND DESP ATONE, Arp, 


minded people would be won forever hy such a trail of gonoroug 
policy. The national inquiotude of Austria would he eradientod, 
and al least forty battalions now required to guard the Purkish 
frontior might march to act in a quarter whore such a roinforen. 
ment, at aneh a time, would be of (ha moxt haportant valuo, 

Europo would resound with praises of tho magnanimity and 
disintorestedness of the snevifics, und the restorntion of a tere. 
tory that produces an insiguilicant revonme and ne resources of 
population, that is replete with iumedialo inconvenience and uo 
very distant ills of indoterminable oxteut, that may, as your 
Majosty already knows is my opinich on tho subject, be re~ 
covered in any fuluvo war, with a fay Jess exertion (han has 
hithorto been mado, would nevortholess by hailed us evidence of 
asystom that has long heen needed, but which no other state 
in Rurope has yot undeviatingly pursued, 

‘Tho great object of contest is the destruction of Buonaparte’s 
iron sceptro ; all other ohjecta, however legitimate nnd yeonerally 
dosivable, which may rolard the principal success, are now 
of minor and projudicial charactor, whoreas their xecomplish- 
ment jg assured whon tho exorbitant power of Fenneo is 
reduced, 

Your Majosty must not be deceived by tho report of your 
minister, whose opinion 1 indirectly olicited, that Markey has 
neither the intention nor tho mem to disturb the Peace of 
Bucharest. re 

T plodgo myself to your, Majesty that Tarkoy ia in rapid 
growth to an improvement that, with tha temper of the nation, 
will ore long occasion more than yagne apprehension. 

Lt is for your Majosty to consider whethor it be not Letter to 
coment bond of union with Lonour and advuntago, than to 
have to proparo againat the offerte of a dissativiied Empire, 
stimulated (o hoatility by tho tomplations of opportunity, of 
Froneh influence, and Austrian support, 

I could wgo many more arguments, but T will not trespass 
any longer on your Majesty’s time and attention than to state, 
that even tho influoneo of Russia in Moldavia would be 
improved by tho restoration of tho acquired country, as the 
division of Moldavia with the obligation of the nobles to soll 
thoir property within eighteen months on ono aide or othor of tho 
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Peath, ig a clanso vuinons lo thoi intoresta, sinco no person will 
give an equivalent for property under present cireumstimees, 

J have this, fron tho anxiety T have Jor your Majenty’s fama 
and welfare, submitted my opinions, “Your Majesty will, T an 
confidont, purdon their freedom from the motives. 

Ka, &a, &e 
TT, Wingon. 


"This memorandunt was given by the Empovor's desive as a 
noto of what had paxed at the verbal conforence, Tho Emperor 
admitted the utility of the proposed modification of tho treaty 
of Bycharest, and was disposed to accede to il, when I loft 
S. Potorsburpg, but the moment of pressure was lost from 
scruples of dolicay, aul as tho oxigency passed, tho conciliatory 
fooling died away. 


No, 10, 
Tord Casriiriadt 10 Sir Romar Witsox, 
Ain, Forglgn ONleo, LOG Oot, 1812. 
Tam to arknowledgo the veeeipt of your leltors of the dajes 10h July, 
stalod in tho mari. tt nie. 


AK ue uppeur (o have recgived the permission and dircetion H 
of My, Liston for procooding to the Rasim armioa, you havo * 
any full approbation for that conduct and your intoresting 
neconnt of the lattes at Sinolensk has givon sntisfeetion, 

Tord Catherrt his siico expressed to me hig opinion that 
your conthmanva with tho Russian armies may be of use from 
your intimacy with their gencral officars, and the opinion which 
is entertained of your eatoom for the Russian character, 

T am therefore to signily. to you Lis Royal Thghness the 
Prhice Regent's plonsure, that you do placa yourself under the 
command of Guueral Lord Cathet, 50 long as you continue 
with the Russian armies, andl Chat you do report to him, You 
will aluo not fail to take evory duo moans of informing Mx, Liston 
with respect to every ovent which may bo usofal to his embassy, 

Lan, with grout truth aud rogard, 
Sir, your most obediont humble servant, 
CAsTLORTACHL, 


he Auge « 


dnd A : 
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Now th 
Mant Gauigane te Sie Romie Winson, 
{ Extiaet.y 
8. Poteisburg, vid den, Lau), 

Under tho cireumslancos, moral aud political, which attended 
the invasion, tho presence of a superior vilicor of a triewdly 
powor hud muy evident advantages, aud it was ae considered 
hero as woll as at homo. 

* * * ry Ps 

On iy part sotting formor acquaintances and private fendship 
out of the question, you will find ie over ready and willing to bear 
testimony not only to your zeal, but to the xorview which it has hy 
good fortune fallon to your lot te rendoy during this campaign, 

Whon I say ‘to your good fortuue,’ [do uot mean to detract 
from your merit which placed you fu a situation lo be of the 
selvico in question, Your having seon tho Lmpevor repeatedly 
and your boing employed undor ino, onabled you wt mansions 
moment to add great confidence to what was felt in the amy 
concerning the Emperor's determination to persovera to the last 
extromity. in this contost, Your presence ab headquarters 

lwring the attempted negotiations by the enemy was gatis« 
actory ta every body, as well as to Minyhal Kutusow, and your 
estimony on that occagion was most valuable, 

Your reports in whitevor mamer (hey fell under dhe Jem 
peror’s viow, as Lis Tmporial Majesty permitted them to do, 
suggested lo hiv consideration auch obyereutions ax yon tout 
it ight to make, and cortainly onabled hin ti compare aphiions 
of yours with thoso of his own servaits, 

L mention those for your satisfuetion, as instances off the 
grownls of commondation which T shall uot ful to aseribe to 
your sorvice, 


No, 12 
Haut Gauteaue ta Sie Romar Wino, 


authored (ou hy 
My bear Sir Romer Wirsoy, o Tie 1g, ra 


“The moment L heard thet the King’s most gracious appuint- 
mount of you to bo Colonel of the 15th Lussus way gagotted, I 
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was most impalient to write to congratulate you on a omark of 
Tis Majesty's favony, whieh met he in all respects se agreeable 
to your feolings, and whieh ix an evant sa henenrable to yeu in 
the history of your military career, But Cwas prevented hy an 
veensionel inlisposition, 

Laut very greatly obliged to you for your letter of tho LOth 
this moment received ; aul now take the earliest opportunity of 
expressing (a you my most cordial felicitations, and ny wishes 
that you may sou (he veturn of many happy yours in tho anjoy= 
mont of your honours, 

T have nevor changed my opinion of the character of your 
mnililary services ; and tho maumer in whieh [appreciated them 
has always beon represented’ both officially and privately in 
torus cortainly not mifavourahle to you. 

Neither have [ forgat the plensare aud advantage L have had 
in serving with you on the Continent of Europe. 

Believe me ever, my dew Sir Robert Wilsou, with very 
alectionnte regard, : 

Your faidifal humble servant, 


IATTLOA RI, 
No. 1 : 
Sit Rontke Wiser ro TR, EL inte Dune op CELOUCKS TR. 
Sit, Yurky, £0 wera fheit Kulompa, 27th Gets 1X12, 


TL Tawe dud considenehle regret in net being: able to eom- 
muniento with your Royal Highvess mora frequently, but a 
variety of circumstances law prevented ine from profiting hy 
your Royal Highness indulgence, 

T trust, however, that you lave not beon ignorant of pedis 
event, or my opinions, through other ehaaeta 

The inability of Buomparts to ruin tho Russian imy and 
fores a peace was evident lo him before die battle of Boradino 5 
Jat de still calculated that the oveeupation of Moscow would 
durrily the Eanporor ov ouable him to revolutionise the country, 
Ho orred in every caleulation. 

Pho flames of the eapital proved the auimosity of the nation, 
and his agents v8. Petersburg soon informed him that he had 
uot acquired an aecurale knowledge of the dmperor’s character. 

The destruction of the magazines, he revago of the stu 
younding: country, ad fie movement apon the Kalonpa rand, 
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insiead of the Wlidiuir read, whieh movement. the work (for 
the world’s interests word deeply coeerned in it) owes to 
Gonoral Beningyen, convineed hin of tho military faut he had 
committed, which was irreparable in the position in which 
he had placed himself, Obliged to throw forward a considorablo 
fores to caver Moscow, he hourly saw his strength diminished by 
tho successful entorprises of the light Woops of tho Ruasiony 
* by bad nourishment, and an almost tatu) want of forage. 

Mo still flattored himself thal the Russians would be awed 
behind the Oka ; but the combat in front of the Nalea baited 
that oxpectation, aud assured him that dhe Rinsian army was 
reinforced to an ollensive power of action, 

Confiding in Marshal Kutusow’s diplomatic predilections, he 
sent Lauriston to conciliate, and he might have suveerded so 
far ag an prmistico if the instructions upon the powers grated 
to tho Marshal had not beon notorious, and the ror volo of the 
army had not been very decisively oxpremed, 

The injudicioua arrangomont of the troops under Murat pro- 
cured the Ruselang an onsy but important anecess 3 and Buona. 
parte found by the forces they displayed, wilorhtnately not used, 
that lio had not a moment's lime for a painful but necessary 
mensnre. é 

An anny of nat legs than auo® imdred and thirty thousend 
mon, when united, hovered over him, of whieh above forty 
thousand wore efficient eavaley, His lino of communication war 
daily altacked 5 a great anny tlreatoned to establish itself solidly 
in Poland ; reinforcements oxpeetod were necessarily marelod ta 
recover Gourlind aud check Wittgenstein's fives, which, from o 
corps, had increased to near filly thousmud men 5 atul winder was 
approaching wilh all ils illy to atfgmout the terran of fnine. 

‘The evacnation of Moscow was rapidly executed, Tho Gazette 
will announce to your Roynl Uighness the subsequent ceca 
renecs that have cost him soven thousmd mon in one contbat, 
sixteen cannon, and many prisonors taken fn every direction, 
with equipages, stores, and treasures; and which have as yot 
foiled his design of subsisting in a route uot quite laid waste, 

We are now marching towards Yukno, that wo may throw 
him upon his baggage line, moving on the Mojaisk rond; aud 
if wo succeed, ax we ouyht, I think the greator part of his 
army will suo to be marched to Siberia. 
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Thoso whom wa take actually rejoice, and an officer whose 
exchange L offered to obtain, refused to incur again the distress 
he had experienced and tho augmented snferings which menaced, 
Buonaparlo himself could wearcoly eseapo, but bo has the pene 
Tine good fortune to have this powerful, brave, nud zenlows ummy 
commanded by tho most ineapablo of chiefs, and in Tsing that 
term [apply the mildest: that J can tind to express in any de- 
gres the ganeral estination in whieh he ts held. 

To has shattered our norves moro than the enemy ever 
could; hut Russian courago and a special Providonco have 
hitherto preserved honour and succoss, J trast, hewover, that 
the command will goon be in more worthy hands, and that your 
Royal Highness will only havo to wish that wisdom may direet 
tho general councils of europe, 

Accoriling to our last advices from Admiral Tehichagow le 
wag al Slonim, General Lambert oceupied Minsk, and the 
blockade of Bobruisk was raisod. 

Vho Admiral had resolved to atlack Waren, but 1 rather 
think that ho will now move by Mingk upon Borisow, 

Lxhall, however, havo more corlain advices in a few days, as 
Lord Pyvconnel will have joined him, 

What Rnonuparte will do after all his military sins of omis- 
sion and commission L eamot*pretend to determine 5 but 1 cou. 
eyo that le will ondeavour to reach the Niomon, and wake 
Warsuw his headquarters. 

‘This uation has now wolidly established its iudependenco—-by 
great sneritiens, assaredly, but (hey have prodacad at energy 
that advances the’ growth of Russia a century at least, 

No porson had proviously to this war a just knowledgo of the 
powor and resdurecs of the Luesian empire, rot in its whole ox- 
tont, but in the cirele of a few provinces round Moseow, 

AL this moment ono oflers gratuitously forty thonsand horses. 
Tho more distant, governments are ne loss vagor to contribute 
thoir aid, and there is one universal eniulation of patriotism, one 
gonoral spirit of veugennce. 

In all tho Jato affairs tho rude peasants charged on masse 
with the vetoran troops, and tho pike in theit hands is no less 
formidable to the enemy than the bayonet in those of the regular 
Russian soldier, 
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Firearms, however, have offeet under all” eivemmstanees 3 
therofora T hopo England will liberally supply them, and in 
xo doing sho will uot only he eure of gead service from them 
against the enemy, but of nueh dered Boodwil in Ruwsia, 

Hf the smallest corps of Gritish could alyo bo landed, such 
co-operation would have a most advantageous moral inflienco, 
and still more beranse of our votorious exertions ins the 
Pouiusula. 

Upon such a carps wo might form a Gorman arny to any ox. 
tent we chose. | amaure that T eould have eulisted ton thousand 
men from the cuemy alone, without a shilling boiinty, Russia 
cannot reeruil with any sucess among tthe foreigners Lan- 
guage, prejudice, Sibevian (ales, form a rempeet of separation 
which cannot be removed inoue campaign, ait the tances. of 
Russia cumot support the expenso, 

Russia may, and [think will, reach the Vistula before New 
Year's day, but Austria or England, with (ho auxiliaries, mst 
then bear the great burden of the warn T think Usb Russia 
caimot for a yoar maintain moro than eighty thowwand mon effec. 
live beyond tho Oder, and that Haropo shonld not require move, 
for she needs interior organisation after such a costly atrugele. 

Tf, however, all is done that may be done, the war will uot 
Just another year, ‘ 

Wo must consider (ho valuo of un carly anevess, and provitle 
tho necossary menus for its aecomplishinent, 1 helieve. the 
whole Continent is ready tg meet om’ propositions, but therg 
must not only he the inclination on aur part, we nuneé profit by 
{he moment aud apply a suitable aetivity. 

very impediment mua be stormed, and tho centripetal 
force which Jovo Turged againgt Dauai’s seruples will penetrate 
all bunriovs of form and connection. ‘To sume we mst give the 
bowels, to others the aurface of earth, but all will prove a pill 
to enrich tho giver, 

Tho amy with which Cam marehing, exclusive of its vemote 
detachments, amonnis to ninety thousund effective mon, of whieh 
about fifteen thousand are marmed, 

Tho regular cavalry does not excovd ton thousand, but is in 
very good order, ‘Tho Covsacks are inthe highest condition, and 
the greater part of the twenty-six regiments which have lately 


mero 
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joined are votora, who, according to the privileges: of their 
nation, had retired, but new voluntarily take the Sele, 

We have seven hedged pisces of eamon actually nrching 
with na in kuperb order, and their servic is pro-ontinontly 
skilful and gallant, 

{had the good fortaie (o open the ball al Molo~Javoslavets 
with some hore pieces, which did comsiderable oxceution npon 
tho enemy's priveipal eghun, and retarded hia attack an how; 
a finer opportunity for the eflect of grapo was never presented, 

The anny is fod alumdantly, aud has spirits regularly issued, 

Tho hospitals are greatly improved. ‘The wounded are 
dressed in the field, but th sevoroly wounded too often perish 
in the flames, 

‘hig ogeurved ab Mgseow and al Malo-Juroslavets, when the 
town conmmoneed lo brn at sovon in the evening, Some, indeed, 
must lave heon dreadfully mangled before death, for the grape 
poured through the flames as the dark shadows of fhe com 
batts appeared beyond. 

The horrors of wu have certainly vaged hore. 1 eould 
many a savage tule record,” but the relation would be bad taste 
and worso policy. 

The weather hidwrty has greatly favoured the enemy, but 
winter's Heavy aid id now in sight. P 

Jt wil) be a rude eamprign for ug aljehut T wonkd not baye 
a dogvos less cold, or a fool loss of snow, for all the comforla and 
luxuries that a more congenial climate could provide, 

T have only one regret -thab To never hear from England. 
Sinew J wont away in April 1 hve uever had but one letter 
from auy part of iy family or friends, and that lettor was dated 
a fortnight after my departure, . 

Dam also unfortunate in never haying had an English aide- 
de-ermp, ‘The Fanpevor has given me an officer of his Tussar 
Guarda, but he @umet asst me in the extensive correspondence 
with whieh Lam charged, 

Olliged lo seo every ting with my own eyes, and uot to be 
amore spectator, EF aaeure your Royal Tighness that 1 have 
been obliged lo toil agsiduansly aud suerifice many an hour of 
vory needed repuso 5 but, thank God, 1 keup iny health, and if 
friends and foes at the conclusion admit Unt [ have usefully 
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xorved my country, I shall obtain the object of my ambition, and 
foul thal all is well that ends well, 

T would, for tho sake of my country, thet [ wore respousiblo 
to othor mastors, and T hopo the day is nob yemote. 

1 ghall request of your Royal JTighnoss to let those who will 
ovor have my allegiance know that Lam woth, and that you will 
communicate whatever yor may think interesting in Uhis prda's 
of what is past and posing. 

With sentiments of affectionate duty to your Rayal UWighuess, 
L havo tho honour to remain 

Your Royal Highness moat, obedient 
and atlached servant, 
Re. Wrason, 


Tho Prince of Oldenburg happening to boar that L was 
writing, has requested to le put iu your Royal Tighness’s 
remembrance, Io is a very gallant offleer, with the best poli- 
ficnl sontimonts, and dees mach youd hy his correspondence 
with his brother married to the Grand Duchess. 

I trust all your Royal Thghuces's stall aro well, and that 
T may ho permitled to be remembered to them through your 
Royal Tighness, 


No, 14, 


Sin Romar Witsor to TL RL rin Dona or Conerainn, 
Str, , Willonhun gs HOU Tan, 1818, 

Thave the hononr to oxceute Ma faporial Majosty’s com 
mands in aequaintings your Royal Tighnows that Lis fnpertial 
Majesty folt very sousibly obliged by thy interest which your 
Royal Lighneas xpreased for his‘wellare, 

Sinco T last had the pleasure of addressing your Royal Tigh 
ness, most important ovonts have vecurreds but the conclusion 
of the campaign, however favourable, was more inauspicious to 
Europo by the oseape of Buonaparte than it onght to have 
beon, considering the relative situation aud power of both 
armies, The 29th Baletin will justify ovory opinion T adven- 
tured. at tho time, and the pregont stato of tho Russian force 
will afford a sovero comment on the policy of those whe con- 
sidered that tho evasion of vosistanco would aconomiso the Russian 
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strength. ‘Tho march hoa certainly not cost lovs ta the Rnsgian 
armies than eighty thonsand, and every day tho afleets extend 
with alarming violence, ew of oor battalions musta more 
than two hundred men under aeons 5 and all the armies now 
moving on the Vistula cannot bring into the fleld more thin 
govonty (housed efloetives, 

Wo are tanght lo expect great reinforeements in the spring, 
equal to two lundred thonsaud mons but tho whole line of 
mareh is a peal lazaretio, go Ind, that of ton Lhougand mon who 
marched from Rayan, only two thousand five hundred entored 
Wilna a fortnight since, and (he greater portion of that number 
has remained there in tho hospitals whoro eight, thousand badies 
still remain unburied, 

Wo'might have finished tho war, Wo have suffered tho 
principal artisan lo cseape, and 1 think wo shall find that he 
has resources in his manufactory which ho moves by that 
great enyino, activity, flat xoonor or later, but always eventus 
ally, Carns the wheel of forte in the dosived track, Tow will 
that Chief who was seared al the shadow of a matilated teak, 
when his foreo was superior in mumbers and composition, whon 
famino, 25 degrees uf cold, insubordination, and terror were lis 
allies dare to moet arenovated frame, with a morals oxcited hy 
vongennco, aul aginst whont nature no longor arrays hor ine 
sistiblo hostility ? ” 

Wo aro now inoving lo pass tho Vistula, and obliga tho 
Saxons, We, lo evacuate Warsaw, ‘Tho Austrians, who did not 
make the wie as principals, avo retiring within their own 
frontior, T prestine this aporation will sueeeed. 

Tho Frouch will, however, assemble thoi forces al Posen; 
and, if (hey ean muster any chvalry, we shellwith diffteulty dire 
lodge thom. Lf they camot, or if they foar Prossin’s politics, 
thoy will fall baek to the Oder, "That will he the momeut to 
gain some solid aequisition—to possoss ourselyes of Dantzie, 
which is justly deemed by Borthier, in one of his intereepted 
lottors, the most important forkess belonging to Franco,” as 
she fears Rugsin more then any other power. It is, however, 
unforlunale that two thousaud [trench have got into Dantzie 
from Stettin, and that three thousand Roxgian prisonors have 
boon withdrawn. Gonoral Rapp ean mustor above ten thousand 
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mon, and is relieved fom a xowes of Just inqnietude hy this 
negligent observation of the route front the Oder, 

Tho Prussian poliey fa still euvelaped in thdecision. Neither 
General Yorek ner Genera) Kleist obey the Ring's publighod 
command, but this T believe they have private anthority not 
toda. Still the King seems rather inclined fo attach hinuself 
to Austria than Russie; and L shall, after all} kaw, he neh 
surprised if he draws the sword against Hranee without Ang(cien 
saticlion, or gome acl of violenes conunitted by Bronaparte, 
Tho corps of Kleist or Yorek is near twonty thonsand strong, 
including twa thousand fivo laudeed eavalry. Under Goporal 
Billow, near Colberg, there are ten thowand. fn Silesta thirty 
thonsand, including five thousud four hundved cavalry, If is cal. 
culated that thirty thousand additional meu may ho raised, 

Kh. Wreson, 
No. 15. 
Mn. Taston 1o Sie Romite Wiasan, 
Sir, Conslantinople, Vth ob, Tela. 

Tn my last, which was of tho 5th of Fumary, by Sly Ephomo- 
vieh, T mentioned that € had had ue letter from you af a heter 
dato than that of the 26th November fiom Kopisy and te was 

rot Ull about a week ago that J kal the pldasnre of receiving * 
hose of the 4th of Jammary from Wilna, Those of the 12th af 

that month from Moreez, and of the 201) from Lyk in Rivwia, 

verehed ma after Thad laid my paper bofira me lo aeknawlodge 

tho reevipt of the olhors, 

Nono of the paekots you entrusted to Lotd Walpole ar ta 
Mr. Veunor have ever been head of sand the haterraption in 
your corroapondencr, hosides depriving us of your interesting 
and satisfactory accomte of tho events of the war at (ho 
moments of the greatest anxioly, oeensioned very serious wr 
easiness on account of your health, of whiel: we have all along 
beon appreheusive you did not tako sufliciont care, 

Lt will give you satisfaction to learn that the intelligence you 
have communicated (o me, when it hie avvived in yegular thine, 
has been considered by computent judges us boing of a nature 
to vendey service to the great enuse in which we are engaged, 
Lord William Bentinek, to whom 1 had conveyed tho substance 
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of your enly dexpatches from the neighbourhood af Moscow, 
‘writes (one on the 15th of Decomber in tho following terma+— 

« Trolwn yon my best thauks for your letters of the 8rd of 
Novomber, whieh T reecived on the 8th of December, Tt ia the 
only intelligence of tho athirs of Russia, excepting in the }rench 
papers, tha has been revoived in Sicily. It is much to bo 
vegrotted that auch accoputs could nol come oftenor and quicker 
to counteract the impressions made hy the Mroueh,” 

Tho short notice Theva hed of tho departure of tho proaent 
comior , .... provonts mo from writing to-day at tho longth 1 
could have wished, But xo material chango has takon place in 
the state of politics in this place. You havo nothing to hope 
for that fa better, ond nothing to fear that is worse, than a cold 
and surly neutrality. o..4 

Tum shockod to inform yon that yon are nover likoly to 
receivo tho duplicates of my lottors of the 28th and 80th of 
Noyembar. Poor Mr. Levy, to whom thoy were ontrusted, wo 
havo every reason to think was shipwreeltad on tho Asiatic coast 
of the Black Sua, afler having in vain allempted to reach Varna, 

T havo the honour to be, 
With perfogt truth and regard, Sir, 
* Your most obedient, humble aorvant, 
Roverr Lisron. 


No, 1A 


MreLisron “vo Six Ronenr Wiraon, 
| Eixtiaot from a Tottor contatning matter having refstones to ocaurroneea of 
Intex dato, } 
Duan Sin, Gaclititeats 17h May, (818, 
* * * * * 

Tt appears to mo thet, whether diplomatically omployad or 
nol, you may always givo mo intelligence of what is passing in 
the army where you happen to bo alationsd. My recciving 
early information is x matter of some consequence to the public 
servico, and there is even an additional advantage in your 
tranamitting it to this place, as [ find the Rois Efendi inquiring 
anxiously after your news, aud more apt to give evedit to it 
than even to the Bulletins officials. 

20 
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Lvorything looka well at. presents bot £ hope it will not be 
forgotton that late event of Tivaluable interest to the causa’ 
have been brought about by the wisdom und" moderation of the 
Fmporor’s measures, aud that they umst bo ponies ove dn, 

Vorgive tho haate in whieh Tom obliged to write, and be 
assured of the sincure and nflvetionnts attachinent of 


Your most faithful, hinnble servant, 
Rowers Liston, 


Thon a Postseript. . * “ * 


Chon Postsertpt second. J have thia moment learnt that the 
Reis Lffendi has been dismissed, but 1 know nothing oither of 
tho cause or tho consequonces, J own T ain inelined (o bo gurry 
for it, because ho was a goud Zr, at nol x Myonchnan, 
though Tenven knows ho was not a good Buylishiman, 


8 o'elodle In tho eventing, 

Postscript third, "Bho disgrace of the Rein Mfondi was a 
singular quéd pro quo, A messugo Wax wonl Lo hin hy tho Cui- 
macan to inform jim that a certain business had (alen a favour 
ablo turn, and that he might 0 ad Ads casa on tho subject. ‘The 
mossouger by mistake Cold hin lis wight dada dts exo or Ate rest, 
using a Turkish word fiat i is used when a am ix desired to 
vosign, ‘Tho poor Rels took the hint, amt walked off, and the 
office was vacant for a considerable part of the day. 


No, U7 : 
The Doxe or Wurtratikn vo sie Ronen’ Wider 
(Copy. ‘Lransfation, Original ix the landwrilinys of Chas Dake, | 


Thmd-Quiartont at Cilhin, in Btloskt, 
‘ , April, 181, 
My DEAR AND RESrECIED FRIEND, 


Our dear Panperor having conferred on ine the command of 
tho blovkado and siege of Dantzic, L hasten to mmounes it to 
you, and 1 hopo that you will come to me as guon us possible to 
shave with your friend the cares and the plories of the enter- 
prise, Lhave uo need to add how amch your counsels and 
oxporionce are neeessury for my aid 

Adieu! my dear General. Preserve in your remombrance 
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and frtendship him who will romain all his life the most devoted 
ant most, alaohod gervant and frond of your Excollency. 


Anmxannre bm Woerrnnra, 
[Unole to (he Gmperor?|* 


PS. L leave Comorrew, carly in tho morning, for my new 
degtination. 


No, 18, 


Couns Woronzow ‘ta Sin Roserr Wirson, 
Toniros, co 25 Novombro 
Monasteun we Crmvanin, (7 Dégombro’, 1808, 

S. M. VEmporowr ayant regu votre auvrage, m’n chargé do 
yous communiquor, Monsieur lo Chevalior, sr satisfaction ot sa 
reconnoisannce, ob combien il était charmé de Pavoir of, C'est 
avee Io plus grand ploieir quo jo vourplis les ordvos do Tin 
pevour pour cxprimer sos sentinens h votro dgard, of pour y 
ajouter los miens, Je vous prio do croizo & Vestine ot 4 la 
considdration les plus particulidrves aves lesquelles fai Phomnour 
Votre, 

Monsiour lo Chevalier, 
Votro trds himblo ef trts obdisennt servitenr, 
8, 0. Wononzow, 


a 
Aemonannint prose City Hamerar ‘to Sie Rosner Wao, 


Jo vous vouds grace, Géndral, pour Voxactitude avec laquollo 
vous me tenes iuformd do co qut so passe d Parmdo Vos 
Notions mw Bont Ponvent tos utiles, Continuez, jo vong prio, 
dy fire de méme, ob recoves Passurance do Postimo quo jo vous 


porta, . * ATHXANDR 
No. J). 
WR, TL ue Puce or Yous vo Sin Romer Wirsow, 
Dean San, Windsor, 17th Doo,, 1810, 


I have ta acknowledge the rovaipt of your lotter of the L2th 
instant, and £ request you will be assured that T am very 
sensible of your attention in dedicating to mo tho intercating 
work which you havo lately published, und that I shall have 
grout pleasure in an carly porusal of it, 


* fi Sir Robert Wilson's handwriting. 
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Tam by no means inelined to difler with you in ropa to 
the military prowess of tho Russian army, vor would the expori- 
once of their gorvices in Toland in 179 *justity iy forming 
any opinion unfavourable to their acknowledged charactor for 
bravery. I consider the Russian soldiers to ho excelleut ma- 
chines, und capable, wider ablo direction, of avercoming any 
obstacle; but the Russian troops appeared to mo to be, With 
fosy ‘oxceptions inigerably daticiont fn offlewrs of all yuntes pose 
soasing sulliciont kuowledgo ov hitelligence to take dra advantage 
of tho oxcallent qualities of the soldiox, ‘The experionce which 
the army in Poland had aequived in dtaly, &e,, had probably in 
some degreo removed that objection, : 

T any, dea Sir, 
Yours very sincerely, 
FREDERTOR, 
No. 20, 
Str Romney Wiison to IT, J, Maris Eaton oe Rusia, 
Tonten, 7h Soply La. 
May it ploase your Imperial Majesty, 
Sins, 

T presto to lay ab tho feet, of your Tnpertal Majesty the 
accompanying work, , 

Lfowover iuperfeet, [nevertheless trust that your Tinporial 
Majesty will roeognizo the loyally of the motives whieh dictated 
its publication, and coudeseond to raveive it as a record of 
attachment and gratitude to your Majesty suid the Hlnstrious 
nation over which your Majoety reigns, 

T conecived i, to he a pmymount duty to vindiento the 
virtues and honour of a most generous and estimable people, 
and render tho homago of truth and adiniration to the herois 
fortitude and glorious oxploits of you Majesty's army in a most 
arditons and wnequal contest, 

Towe to your Majesty groat— very great~ personel obliga 
tions, but I know that your Majesty would never approve of tho 
sacrifice of truth or the langnago of flattery. 

That, your Majesty may long continue to reign for the glory 


and prosperity of tho Russinn empire and for the interesis of 


Europa, and that it may he my fortune to have repeated acca 


vast 
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sions of proving my grateful sentiments towards your Majoaly, 
your hnperial howe, and brave people, is the earmest prayer 
aud wnbiltion , * 
of your Majesty’s 
+ Most respeetful servant, 
Ret Wirson, 


No gl. 


J. Anenowomny (Lorp Dyateeeinine) to Sin Romane Wriason, 
6, Now Staal, Spring Cardona, 
My pear Sm Ronurr, , 1th Jan, 1812, 

Maving boon applied to by a friond of Mr, ——— to request 
that Lord Wutchingon would be the medium of communication, 
aud knowing that our driond JIntchingon was in Ireland, Tsug- 
, pirsled that I might tako the liborty of trammitting Mr, ———'s 
“Totter, and T did go tho rather as I conevived that no Lime 
should bo lost in making the application to you. Mr, ——— 
only speaks tho common language and feeling of the eomty 
when he oxpresses a confident hope that you will give to the 
world a detailed and: faithful account of the most interesting 
sumpaigu of modern tines, 

Tho lust cumpa ign in Russin bas not ouly been tho most 
inlovesting of any in modern’ limes, but {t happens algo to ba 
tho one of which tho public are tho moatignorant, Aftor all, the 
French bulletins avo the best reports that we have recoived, and 
no ono oan bo ignorant that they ara full of the grossest filse- 
hoods and tho most abominable inisroprosontations, Of tho 
Russian accounts F emmot speak anoro favourably, and partiality 
for a Seolchmen forbids that I should sny pnything of Tard 

Jutheart's despatches, 

In this stato of affairs you camot doubt that a faithful and 
copious dotail of Uhese important transactions would be cngerly 
read by tho public, and who go fil to give thom as yoursell'? 
You havo not only had better means of information than any 
other porson, but yow' oxporionco, both as a soldier and as an 
author, would recommend any work of yours in the most 
offoctual manner, 

There is nothing in tho lato cafnpaign that isto us more 
unaccountable than Buonaparte’s long delay at. Moseow. Was 
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he preporing for his retreat? if 40, he has uot beou vary sue« 
cessful, Was ho uogotiating with the Hinperoy ? if so, ho was 
tempting fortuna heyoud what it hax heen hor practices to do 
and beyond what prudence wonld justify. We are alsa ontiely 
ignorant of the veal enuso of tho tenis of Moxeow, and hy 
whom the deed was done, AL this time we have ne account af 
tho remnant of the French army later than the 201k Bulletin, 

Whother you may think it pradynt to accede to this pro. 
posal, I cannot tell; but 1 can only again oxprosa my sanguine 
hopo that, in somo way, you will gratify the wishes ond 
expectations of the public, Jexcuso he lihorty 1 have taken in 
troubling you with so long a letter, and bolieve mo to be, 

Dear Sir Robert, 
Yours vory faithfully and'xineorely, 


J, AWBROROMIY. 


No. 2, 
Apminan ‘Toteadow to Sin Komtie Witson.# 


My puar Sir, Phe Bind Janu, OS, Haualarg, 

« Tt was a very agrecable siping te aie to Hee Ete Ge 
Dawson arrive with your letters. Lt branght, whoover, poor 
Cyrconnol to my recolluction aud dumpt my plensine, Novor- 
heless Tam sincoroly thankful for them, aud particnlarly for 
the repealod promise to come and see me. T think we would 
find great many things to say whieh must nut bo'written, for 
much of the Uriugs wrilten it aur curreph age ave the reverse 
of what ouglit to bo sayd, zi 

Ta my way of thinking I would always write the wrath, and [ 
think it would gét tho better of the lie at Jest [saw for 
instance in the London Gazolte which waa given toma by your 
desiro that Lord Cathear?s account of several aflaire is auch as 
ib has buon writton in our wmy, nol aa you have sean the 
business donc, &e, Ge. Tyas rather surprised that our prince 
has beon so indulgent as to mention GS Crasople's eupture 
by my army, for in goneral he keeps very great seeret about 
what passes thero in tle way of suecoss, T ievor saw i or 


. 
* Thhas boon thought desiablo to print thia chaineteriatio lalier, ag well 
aa the Hionch doouments which follow, exuatly ox Uey wore willlen, 
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papers a word of what we havo dono after lotving Brest 
Lifowsky,  Noithor the destruction of G* Krassinsky’s corps 
vor that of Dombrowsky havo nover been snontioned. But 
wo know both who we have to deal with, and that is 
onongh, 

Wo are bloeading Thorn at this momont. The Fronch 
amuse themaolyes in apreading all sorts of news about their 
great foreo comming to roliove that placo; for my part 1 
would not be surprigod if thoy surrondor should J throaton 
them, which I mean to try. But tho most desporato thing is 
our jnaction, Enatead of being upon the Oder by this time, 
and having perhaps got holdo of all those wandoring kings, 
marshals, and genorals, wo ave here, doing nothing or doing 
tho most vulgar thing that can be most improperly done in the 
presont time, Wo think of collecting soldiers from Russia, or 
waiting for thom, whon armed and cnthousiastic people by 
thousands expect only our appearance forward to form at one 
low a formidable army, and throw the onmemy many hundred 
miles back. Every body is tired of tho Vyench, and wait only 
for a point Vappui. Tho first man who will bo ablo to inspire 
confidence enough as to counterbalance the so much weakened 
sentinont of tervor for Buonaparte will unite human kind round 
him and givo a now face to the world. ‘ 

Just al this instant I have tho ploasuro of recoiving your 
letter of the 2d accompanied by tho nowspapors, I thank you 
moat sinceroly, aud will uso thom wus you dosire, It has been 
said and with rongou, that diversiona were not propor the flret 
year of tho war, but tho}gacond, Now tho second is como and I 
davo say no body will think of them. My opinion is that in 
our present situation it would almost be enough to send the 
cadres of roghnents and of an army abroad with a sufficient 
quantity of money, and it would bo completed and forme a 
much better (hing than wo have an idea of Most of our 
partizans ave disapointed by what we say, and provoked by 
yhat we are doing, I did not understand what you mean by 
going to Warsaw before you como to sco me. Is that town 
ovenpled by our troops? [have heard nothing about it, 

Town algo at a foss to know, a8 I found by A® Greig’s. 
letter, Uiat several of our ships under their aduirals are arrived 
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lo England? what for Gada atlas ane they rene te do there? | 
eumot bnagine became Thuy then, : 

Cap!) Dawson wishes fo etay sith efor ome thee, TE 
wo find something to do To xhall veut him fiawaid: ta C 
Worunzult, 

Lropeat my moat winvera gratitude: fir all what ye ose 
done jy conayones of ny pplication ta you an acommt ot ny 
brother-in-law. Finn net les obliged to Lard Catheart fox leis 
kind recoption of ay vequeet and his disposition te render re 
that kind of geevies, fo whieh ako Dean be sensible in this, for 
me, ao wielebedl world, ; 

{aun ny dear Sir, 
Your most faithtit mul allvetionnts: 
he, 
[‘Heret aaaw.|- 
No, the : 
Loup Hontann ro Bin Ronrur Watson, 
Duan Winson, Halland Hone, 2s shuly, 168 

Lvover read anything with preatas interest aml delight tu 
your Memoranda, ‘Chey wore new is well ec fintraetive te any 
for though they were nol neccesary te eouviger mig of sate zeal, 
comage, und yoneronity, yet GE tml rend thom 1 laut aa 
notion of your having’ had auch opportinitiog of porting 
such great xerviees, of your having a eneuvsafully portorned 
them, and havhyp forborne yo fequently nud sn nobly te tant 
both our own aul foreign governments with tes Laem fnyrartitade 
With which they lnve tented yous Do yen mem te priat the 
MS, or any park of iby and if net, wank yon allow ine te 
take a copy obith 1 keep it til you anmwer, 

Youra even touly, 
Vasratts Uontann, 
No, 24, 
Comune Laporte Sit Reng Wiraas. 
Mow cate Qrxtatst, Conatintinaple, 27 thee, TNL, 


Jo ne puis Teisser partir Moy Loy gana prondra Poccasion de 
aug vapellor 2 votre aunvendy, en vary remerelant de celui que 


* Added here in bn 1, Wibon's Intndweithig. 
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yous wo coumervds au milion do vos drwiundes ovoupations, Jo 
wattendois pas moins do yotro infatigablo activité quo les 
relations jiportauies ot frequontes, quo vous ayéz onvoid a 
Mx, Lislon dos oporations do cotte campagno: les dernicres 
surtout apportdés par Mfe, Fonchaw nous ont mish ménio do voir 
dans Vavonir avec moins @inguictuds, si surtout on acheve un 
ouvrage aussi bien on train, quo celui do la destruction finalo de 
Pouemi de Phumanild, 

Jo me flo e vos tilonts, a voto activité, ot jo no douto pas, quo 
partont ou yous pout influer a fairo Je plus de mal possiblo a 
nos cnomis, yous lo fords, 

Jo desire quo Voxamflo que donne Ja maison Russo ot 
Kispngnole soit suivie par toutes les autres, c’est le momont de 
proliter de le cireonstauce unique que la Providence oflre, et jo 
no doute pas, qt’on no s'ompresso de faire conoitra partout, 
Potat auquel est veduil Napoleon ; do mon coté jo n’ai pas 
manus do fairo passer on Allomagno, ct Ttalic, toutes les 
uolions qui pow ont assuror un restltat houreux. 

Tei les ovenomonts do la Ruasio font une grande sonsation, et 
ai ln Porto desire dx patto la destruction de Bonaparte, jo no sgais 
si clo la desire ‘excluaivoment par los mains do la Russie: mais 

dans tous les eas jo douto qu'elle yeuille y contribuer par acs 
propres mains. * ° 

Vous sontds bien que nous sommes dans le derniore impati- 
ance Paprondre los auites do la rolvaite do Bonaparte, ot jo mo 
flute quo vous no nous lnisseréz pas languir, * 

Soids agsurd mon geueral de la”part que jo prondrai toujours 
tu. vos oxploits pérsonels, ct lo Pestime ob consideration quo jo 
vous tH youd, eb avec laquelle j'ai Phonnour @etro, 

Mon general, 
Votre tres humble tres obt. 8. 
Comtn pp Luvonr.* 


No. 25, 
y 
Teanyution be VORMUG bu Jour DU Fl Ovropnr:, 1812, 
y 


TL ext ordomnd i tons Jes commandans de corps, aux chofs dee 

réginens de Cosaques, ais qu'a fous les partisans qui volti- 
* Hivilinn cuvoy to Confantinople. 

2h 
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gent autour des rostes do Ta grands aringe Frangoise commands 
par PEmperour Napoléon en personne, de redoubler Pactivits 
et attention dans loxdeution do eo qui lem cat onjoint atin 
que von ne prisse dehapper des débris de vette avmiie, Ayris 
les pertes fimmonses quolle a faite depuis plas do six semaines, 
que nos troupes Jégeros Ini ont oulevé jonrnelloment de 100 
jnsqi’d 1000 hommes, aprea avoir vie oxtanminor wie grmidy 
partic do se cavalerio et surtout apros In journde glovivuse diy 
de co mois, ott le Gdndral Bonnigesen a batta contplettomoent Je 
Roi de Naples, quia perdv une partie do son artilleria, et dont 
la cavalerio a tellement été abimee quello ose plus se presenter 
devant la notre, il serait honteux bh notre avmda ot & nex Coupes 
légdres si un seul homme do Parma ennemio parvonoit tre. 
tournor on France ot ne payoit point de sg.yie on pur le captivitd 
Paudavo critninolle Vavoiy osd sulvve dans Ie eo des provinces 
Ruwseg lo coupable agressour qui se fait wun jen da sang do ‘ges 
peuples, Les rouforts de Cayalerie qui nons sont anrives depuis 
peu so montont i 20,000 chavans, at nombre desquela ily a 
26 rdvimons do Cosaques du Don qui enlevent journellemont des 
dixaines de pidecs de canons sur lea derribves do Pennenui, qui 
alaibli, haraesd, oxtennd, se trouve dans l'état lo plos déplorable, 
et omployo toutes ses ressources pour tvommpor notre vigilantes at 
Schapper & nos coups. Aveo cos avinitages ddeides, on dy 
repdte, ‘auc Jrangais 410 doit revoir wa patric, mais on net 
pringipaloment sur la responsabilité des comma ob chely 
doa régimens de Cogaquos, ainsi qu'd. tous lox ddtachomon on 
parti, Pontourer tellement Pivunie fengaike quo TP Emperene 
Napoléon no puissa pas delapper de ae porkome, On joint 
pour cola gon signaomont i eb Ordre da jour, 

Lo signalemont.“doit servir dyalemont & tons Jes chefs des 
districts, & toutes les auturités.civiles on armedvsa, ho tous low 
innitres clo postos ote... Si cet ordre ost fidellement axdeutd, 
artillevic, munitions, éqnipages, tout tombe on notre pottvoir, 
Nous reprondrous dq méme comme nous Mavens dja fais en 
partic, les ddpouilles saerdes qui profimatonr saerildge a 
cnldvé dans nos temples; renouvellant ainsi. les sebnes du 
Vandalisme revolutionnaire, 
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Signalemant de Sa Mujestd PEngeraur Nepoldon. 


Lav taille epnise ot ramassde. Les chevans noire, plats, et 
courts, Tay barbe® noire et forte, rasde jusquau dessus de 
lorvilla, Dex sourcils bien avequeds, mais froueds vers le noz, 
Js regard attrabilaire on fouguens, Le ney aguilain nvee des 
traces coutinnolles de tabae, Le inenton tres guillant. ‘Loujours 
on pet uniforme sii Appareil ot le plus souvent. enveloppd 
wun petit surtout gris pour n’dtre _ point remarqu, of sung 
ceage accompagnd d'gn Mamelite.. 


o No. 2 
Count [raninsky. ro Sa Rovere Witsoy, 


a OR be Cans ALTER, Uuyutedore, lo Dovemtbre, shen, 1RL2, 
Ms! Levy me remit la lotire, qu iu son depart pour ce pays- oi vous 
lub avés confide pont moi, ot jo puis vous assurer, quo fai regu 
colte marque de votre souvenir avee autant de plaisiy que dlo 
reconnoissaice, Les nouvelles quo par la méme oceasion yous 
hows aves communiqudes, étoient les premibves que nous eumes 
sur Jo véritable état dos choses, lcs nons ont mis i mame de 
> prdvoir, que lennemi ne pouvoit pas rester longtemps h Moskwa, 
ot co présentiment nvoit adouci beaucoup Ia douleur, que nous 0 
fait Sprouver Andrebssi par le prand apparel, avee. leqnel il a’ 
elghrd Pooupation do la dito capital et par T'impricssion 
facheusa qwil avelt produit: su *Posprit du ministave tue. “Ta 
igfaite do Murat, que par vos going nous apprimes bientdt apr’ 8, 
wimunga domme chose prochaine Pévénomont. qui a occasionnd 
Poxpédition de Mr. Tonchow, ot qui nous a comblé de joie, 
Dieu soit loud { nous voici daus lachdininemont de recueillor los 
fruits los plus glorious do, notte patriotisme, et des innnenses 
seerifices, dont lo noble sentiment a dtd accompagné, Les 
Frangoiy wont an désexpoir, sont cnragés, cb surtout coux qui 
ompurcut Pambassada da yrand Napoldon, Yumi da ses allies, 
arreur te sox cnnenis, fa Providence du monde. (C'est te 
i qu'Audreosal propose it diner le jour qu'il edlébroit la prise 

ekwal) Les ‘Pures sont surpeig, ct ne savent pag ge rendre 
conmment PTnvineible a pu dtre batu, et étre reduit i la 
{id de se euuver por nue faite aussi hontense quelle est 
rouge? ils commiencent h haigser du ten eth dtre” plus 
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traitablos ; maiails sout oncore bien Join de sentir la justesso ob 
Timportance des observations quo yout m'nvds faites dans la 
luttro, dont Mr. Fogassionn étoit porloury yt quo j'ai comm 
niqués on enticr au Reiss-lilonti,  Coutinucs, jo vans supplic, 
DV nous tonir au courant de co qui xe peso chds vous, la honno 
cause y gagnera heaucoup, 

Veuilldés bien agrdor Jes sentimens due phot sinebre attuche- 
mont ot de Ia consideration Ja plus diatinguiiy vee losquels pat 
Vhonnour otro, 

Monaiow le Chovalior, 
Votro Wvés humbly of trés obvisaunt servitewy, 
Ac UWTUALINERY, 


LORMON? PRINTED HY W. CLOWLA AND SONS, BTA MLO wrniarr, 
AN CRARING ClOns, og 
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